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THE W0RSHIPFUI4 

THE MASTERS OF THE BENCH 

THIS HONOURABLE SOCIETY Of 
LINCQLN'S-Il^N. 

THE following "Discourses were preached^ and 
ere now published, with a view of vindicating 
Religion from the insults of Libertines, and the 
indiscretions of Enthusiast^. Nor will so fair a 
purpose be at all sullied by the motive I had 
for this address : wliich was, only to acknowledge, 
in the most grateful manner I was able, my obli- 
gations to the Bench for the honour done me, at 
the last vacancy, in the generous oflFer of ftic 

Preachership 
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Preachership of the Society ; as well as for Your 
constant civilities to me ever since I was honoured 
with the charge. These Discourses, therefore, 
guch as they are, are humbly offered to You, by, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obliged and faithful Servant, 

»ov. 58. 1752. W. VV ARBUIITOK. 
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S E R M O N I. 

THE NATURE AND CONDITION OF TRUTH. 
John xviii, ver. 38. 

FILATE SAITH UNTO HIM, WHAT IS TRUTH?— 
AND WHEN HE HAD SAID THIS, HE WENT OUT 
AGAIN. 

THE blessed Jesus was had before Pilate as a 
crimioal of State : and the Governor b^an to 
question him upon that footing. But when he found 
the kingdom, which this supposed Criminal was ac- 
cused nf claiming^ was one merely spiritual, or, in 
Pilate's conception, a kingdom only in idea; he con-* 
sidered Jesus as no proper subject of his animadver- 
sion. And so far he acted as became his public 
character. 

But his incuriosity or indilBRsrence, when Truth 
was offered to be laid before him as a private man, 
und by one who, he knew, had the repute of exercising 
every spiritual power necessary to inforce it, shews 
him in a light much less Excusable. The negligent 
air of his insulting question will hardly admit of an 
' Vol. IX* B ttpolpgy. 
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2 SERMON I. 

apology. " You tell me, says he, of Truth : a word in 
the mouth of every Sectary, wlio all agree to give that 
name to their own opinions. While Truth, if indeed 
we allow its existence, still wanders at large, and un- 
acknowledged. Nor does it seem worth while to 
realize and fix her abode : for those things which 
Nature intended for general use, are plain and 
obvious, and within the resell of every man." 

Sentiments like these characterised the ruler of 
an Asiatic province, who had. heard so much of 
Truth in the schools of philosophy, and to so little 
purpose. Pilate, therefore, finding a Jewish Sage 
talk of bearing witness to the truth, the pretended 
office of the Grecian Sophists, concluded him to be 
ona» of their mimic Followers. . For it was now 
become fashionable amongst the learned Jews to 
inlist themselves into one or other of those schools. 
Thus the famous Philo was an outrageous Plato- 
nist : and Jesus calling himself a King, this, and 
what was generally known of tlie purity and severitf 
of his morals, probably made Pilate consider him 
as one of the Stoical wise men, who aliee wa« 
free, happy, and a King ; 

Liber, honoratus, pulcher, Rex demque Regum, 

Now, as on the one hand, the character of the Giieefc 
philosophy, which was abstracted and sequestered 
from civil business, made Pilate ccHiclude, that the 
ministry of Jesus had nothing dangerous or alarm- 
ing; s(^ on the other, its endless inquiries and 
quarrels about Trijth, and which of the Sects 
had it in keeping, made men of the world, and 
• especially 
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SERMON L 3 

especially those whose practice declined the test of 
any moral system whatsoever, wiUing to be per^- 
suadedy and ready to conclude, that this boasted 
Truth, which pretended to regulate and direct hu- 
man conduct, was indeed no better than a fanciful 
and shifting vision. 

This, I presume, was the light in which Pilate 
considered ^ flie Saviour of the world. Had he 
suspected Jesus for the founder of a public Religion, 
to be erected on the destruction of the established 
worship of the Empire, the jealousies of the Roman 
Court, since the change of the Constitution, had 
doubtless made this servile minister of power very 
attentive and officious to suppress it in its birth. 

But a reli^n, whose object was the Truth, ivas 
at this time so unknown a thing, that a Pagan Ma* 
gistrate could have no conception of it, but as of a 
new sect of philosophy. All the Religions then in 
credit had for their object, instead of Truth, public 
utility ; and for their means, instead of Creeds and for- 
mulas of faith, only pompous riljes and ceremonies. 
So that if this corrupt Politician did, indeed, regard 
the doctrine of Jesus as a new Religion, it was such 
a one as some modem Statesmen have been said to 
form of it; a sort of divine philosophy in the mi?id; 
from which, it is true, the governments and politics 
of this world have little to apprehend. For it was 
not till Pm\ reasoned of righteousness, temperanc^j 
and judgment to come, that Felix trembled. And 
had the Gospel, at this time, been represented to 
Pilate on its practical side, it is probable that he, 
as any other Statesman,, had been in the same con- 

B 2 dition. 
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dition. But Such can hear talk of the Truths of 
God unmoved and unimproved, who tremble at his 
judgments, and anticipate the terrors of his vengeance. 

But if the ill usage of Truth by the Philosophers 
could so disgust the Politician of old, as to make 
him indifferent to an acquaintance of this import- 
ance ; What, must we think, will be her treatment 
amongst modem Statesmen, whose views are neither 
more pure nor more generous; and whose penetra- 
tion, perhaps, does not go much beyond the busy 
men of antiquity ; when they see her so freely ban* 
died by those amongst us, who call themselves her 
Ministers, and profess to consecrate her to the 
service of Religion ? Amongst such, I mean amongst 
the active, no less than amongst the idle part of the 
fieishionable world, Pilate s question is become pro- 
verbial, when they would insinuate thatTauxH^ like 
Virtue, is nothing but a Name. 

** What is this Truth, say. they, of which the 
world has heard so much talk, and hatii received 
so little information? You boast of it, as the Guide 
of life, yet still its residence remains unknown. 
Which would tempt one to suspect, that either 
there is no such thing; a thing essentially diflferent 
from falsehood ; or that its nature is too fine and 
subtile for the grosser intellect of man to compre« 
hend. But above alU what is that Gospel Truth, 
which its Ministers, in their very attempts to recom- 
mend, are wont so much to discredit and abuse? 
We do not mean that dim Specter or Phantasm 
of it, which hath so long haunted and possessed the 
Schools: but| that which you call, its brightest 

Substance, 
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Substance, as it sits inthroned in the hearts of tlie 
Faithful. How miserably is this shaken, not only 
by the dissentions of ite Friends, but by every the 
slightest effort of its Enemies ! And while objec- 
tions to Religion lie plain and level to the capacities 
of the vulgar; the solution of them requires the 
utmost stretch of parts and learning to excogitate ; 
and equal application and attention to compre- 
hend. From all this (say they) we are naturally led 
to conclude, That the Gospel*doetrines are no 
truths ; or at least truths of no general concern ; since 
they are neither uniformly held by those who are 
employed to teach than ; nor subject t(f the examina- 
tion of such as are enjoined to receive them."' 

Something like this, I apprehend, may be the 
private sentiment of those who have more decently 
discarded all care and concern about the things 
of rdigion. 

And as it 'cannot be denied but that men's acquired 
pa&uons and appetites have concurred with the 
constitutional weakness of human nature to form 
these conclusions against Truth ; and especially that 
best part of truth. Religion ; Charity seems to call 
upon us to detect and lay open the general causes 
which have given birtli to men's prejudices ag^nst 
both. s 

I. And first, with regard to Truth in the abstract,; 
the varioul; hindrances to its discovery; aaid men's 
backwardness to acquiesce in it, when tfound. ,, 

The principal and surest step towards the posses* 
sion of the Good we seek, is our love and affection 

B 3 for 
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6 SERMON I. 

for the object This quickens our industry, and 
sharpens our attention. So that the love of truth 
hath been always reconunended by the Masters of 
wisdom as the best means of succeeding in the 
pursuit of it There is hardly any one who suspects 
he wants this Lovb^: and 3'et, How feW are there whom 
their confidence does not deceive ! We mistake the 
love of our Opinions for the love of Truth, because 
we suppose our own opinions true : and yet, for the 
most part, they have been received upon credit ; and 
consequently are much more likely to be false. 
Hence, this imaginary love of Truth proves, in fact^ 
little better than the love of Error : and the affections, 
being now misplaced, they are a greater impediment 
to us in the pursuit of Trudi than if we had no 
affections at all concerning it 

How then shall we know when we have this 
love ? for still it is necessary we should have it, if 
we would follow Truth to any good purpose. It 
is difficult to describe what every man must feel for 
himself; and yet as dangerous to trust only to our 
feelings, when the object is so easily mistaken. 
However^ When we set out in search of Tru|h as 
of a stranger, and not in search of arguments to 
support our familiar opinions; when we possess 
ourselves in a perfect indifference for every thing 
but known and attested Truth ; totally re^uxlless 
of the place from whence it ccnnes, or of that to 
ti^ich it^seems to tend; when the mmd, I say, is in 
this situation^ no one, I thinks can &irly dispute 
the retdityof its attadbment 

I. But 
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1. But our appetites rarely suffer us to observie 
this strict and rigid condud:. We 9eek the grati- 
fication of our humour even in the laws which should 
correct it. Hence so many various ST$T{;if s qf 
MORA LIT V5 to suit every man's proper frame of 
mind, and bent of constitution. The indolentj the 
active, the sanguine, the flegmatic, and saturainf, 
have all their correspondent Theories. Now, in- 
quirers of this turn must needs be admirably qualified 
for the discovery of Truth ! While Just as one or 
other of the complexions carries him, the man is 
drawn by a strong, thou^ hidden impul9e» into the 
very centre of his congenial system. And what will 
be the issue? His concern, from henceforth, is not 
the trial, but the support of his opinions ; which can 
be no otherwise provided for than by keeping the 
arguments in favour of them always in view, and 
by striving, to forget whatevcar seems to have a less 
indulgeait aspect 

2. Prejudtoes mislead the inquirer no less than 
his passions. He venerates the Noti^»» he receiv^ 
from his forefathers ; He rests in them, upon the 
authority of such whose judgment he esteems ; or> 
at least, wishes them well^for the sake of the honours 
and profits he sees attached to the professiiw of them. 
Nay, he can persuade himself to patronize whathefaas 
qnce clioseoy for reasons still more remote from die 
conclosioilsof common sense. He likes them beeauae 
they areold; because they are new.; for. being plain 
and simple; Sat being sublime and n^steibus ; Jnt 

34 being 
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being followed by the Few ; for being fallowed by 
the Many>; in a word, on a thousand other accounts, 
with wUch Truth hath no manner of concern. Bi0t 
this most never be forgotten, that, let Prejudice drive 
from what quarter it wilU it is sure to make ship- 
wreck of the Understanding, thus flattered and 
betrayed, « 

But then bad as this is. Since this too is certainly 
the case;, that the impediments in the pursuit of 
Trutbare not essential but accidental ; we may well 
account for our mistakes in setting out, the slow- 
ness of our advance, and the rubs and oppositions 
in our passage, without having recourse to any 
sceptical conclusions in fitvour of the incomprehensi- 
ble nature of Truth, or the ioacessible situation in 
which the eternal Author of all things hath placed 
hen For is this any reason, that because some 
Truths are so deep^ that our haste and impatience 
will not suffer us to sound them ; others so disguised, 
that our dissipation will not allow us the attention 
necessary to discover them; and others again so 
suspected^ tbat our prejudices dis|k)se us to reject 
them ; that because some errors are represented so 
plausibly as to look like Trull); others seem so 
commodious as to be wished Truth; and others again 
appear so &shionable bh to usurp all the praroga- 
rtives due unto it; Is this, I say, any reason £Sr 
iofaermento conclude, that either th^e is no dif- 
isrence between what We call Truth and Falsehood ; 
€r that the di&rence is £K> insonsibl^ that it will not 
aerre vib tat a distinction? «Our ^vaery- Sjpnses, in 

. * many 
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many cases^ our Reason in more, and our Hearts 
in almost all, will convince us of the contrary* 

♦» » 

II. We come next to consider the objections to 

RELIGIOUS TRUTH. 

i 

1. And first, with regard to the Ministers of 
Rel^on, their passions and their prejudices. It is 
rather to be lamented than objected to us, that con- 
secration to the service of heaven will not exempt 
good men from the frailties of humanity. As to 
the bad, indeed, if it does not aggravate their crimes, 
at least it renders them more scandalous : and, in 
gaieral, when the matter is of hij^h concernment, 
the passions both of good and bad are always, from 
the common impotence of our nature, proportionably 
inflamed. Mistaken constancy, or irregular zeal, 
makes this man tenacious of received opinions: 
and the obliquer affections of avarice or ambition 
make that man reverence such as are established. 
Oppositi(»i, likewise, will make both but too mudi 
disposed to obtrude vihat they suspect to be false; 
and to secrete what they know to be true. This 
draws tliem still further from the road of Truth, 
while all they seek is to be at distance from one 
another's Parties and Opinions. So long, there- 
fore, as these interests prevail, the plainest Truths 
will be disputed, and the most notorious Errors 
patronized and supported ; the obscurest Principles 
preferred to the clearest, and the subtilest conclusions 
take place of the most simple. 

2. Inveterate 
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2. Inveterate errors concerning the nature and 
end of God's written word, errors long sinoe 
sanctified by time and authority, are another source 
of those disgraces to which Revelation is become sub« 
ject The Gospel is so commonly honoured witii 
the name of Truth ; and holy Scripture in general 
so frequently recommended for its capacity di leading 
us into all truth, that men have been apt to regard 
It as a treasury of Science ; and to apply to their 
Bible for all the principles of human knowledge. 
And under this delusion^ the vain inquirer, to cover 
the dishonour of a fruitless search, hath always had 
recourse to that exhaustless fund, the humian Ima^- 
nation ; which is ever then most extravagant when 
Reason is at greatest distance. How miserably, for 
instance, hath the Mosaic accoutit of the Creation 
been dishonoured by the wild and jarring expositions 
of men devoted to this or that sect of Philosophy 
or MrsTicisM ! Piatonists, Materialists, Caitesians, 
Chemists, Cabalists, and all the impure fry of phy- 
sical, philological, and spiritual Enthusiasts, have 
found their peculiar whimsies supported, and made 
authentic, in the first and second chapters of the 
l>ook of Genesis ! 

How, again, have the Jew ish Law and tiie Gos- 
pel of Jesus been abused by Slaves and Rebels ; 
or by such as were ready to become either ; to find, 
in one, the Divine Right of Kings; and, in the 
other, the Supremacy and Dominion of the 
Church ! 

But amidst all the folly and xmschief .attending 

this perversion of the Bible, in support of human 

20 systems 
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systems of Philosophy mul Politics, had men only 
reflected, that, though Scripture be said to ha 
written to make m wiscy it is added — unto salvation*; 
they would have sought for the principles of natural 
and civil knowledge amongst their proper Professors : 
and have studied Scripture only to investigate that 
wisdom which is from above ; and is first pua£» 
then PEACEABLE f: a wisdom, which, at the same 
time that it enlightens the Judgment, rectifies the 
Heart ; and so takes away all ground of contention 
both from a perplexed head and a bigotted temper. 

III. But the thing which, most of al) other, indis« 
poses sceptical mfcn to the truths of Revelation 
is, " That the small .remain of Scriptuee-Truth 
which the friends and ministers of Religion have 
left unimpaired, lies a prej to its enemies : obvious 
(they say) to a thousand objections ; and every 
objection level to the capacity of the Vulgar: 
\iiiile the solution of them not only requires the 
best abilities to frame and draw out, but the closest 
attention likewise to comprehend/' 

Now, as this is supposed to affect both the 
nature of Truth in general, and the character of the 
Gospel in particular, we shall consider it in either 
tight 

1 . All objections to Truth must needs be founded 
in felse judgment : False judgipent proceeds fi-om 
ignorance, or a superficial view of things ; But this 
ignorance is the proper allotment of the Vulgar ; So 

* 2 Tim. chap. iii. 15, ^ f Jam. chap. iii. X7. 
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tfaaty what anses from thence, as referring to, and 
consonant with their capacities, cannot but make a 
quick and easy impression. On the contrary, the 
solution of these difficulties must needs be formed 
on a truejudgment of things. This judgment springs 
from a profound view of Nature. But such a view 
requires a large detail : and the mutual connexions 
and dependencies of things, a strict examination : 
hence the necessity of time to acquire, and , of at- 
tention to comprehend. These different properties 
in Objections and Solutions are so constant and 
notorious, that the ease of questioning foolishly, and 
the difficulty of answering wisely, is become pro* 
verbial. 

Hence we collect, that even admitting Revelation 
to be true, it would be necessarily attended with 
the disadvantages here objected to it 

2. In vindication of the character of the Gospel 
it may be replied, That it is one thing to under- 
stand the meanbg of a truth delivered in a 
proposition, and another, to comprehaad all the 
reasons on which that truth is founded. The first 
of these is all^that is necessary for man to know : 
For when God vouchsafed the revelation of himself 
to the world, he annexed saving faith to the 
knowledge and acceptance pf clear and simple pro- 
positions, such as these, that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Redeemer of mankind. They mistake his Gos- 
pel, and alter the terms of his Covenant, who put 
- salvation upon the evidence to be given of the 
NECESSITY OF A Saviour. The learned Divine, 

we 
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we presume, is able to satisfy all serious inquirers, 
in both these particulars : But if the reasoning which 
proves the latter, exceed the capacity of the mere 
Vulgar, it derogates nothing from Revelation ; since 
the knowledge of that matter makes no part of the 
terms of our salvation. All, that man can wish 
should be indulged him, in consideration of his 
natural infirmities, is indulged him : For the utmost 
he could desire is, that the Truths, which come 
proposed to him from God> be plain and consistent ; 
and accompanied with Credentials from the sender. 
Agreeably hereto, the fundamental doctrines, which 
the Christian religion objects to our belief, are the 
existence of one God, the Creator ; and his moral 
government of the world ; that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, sent by his Father to redeem man*- 
kind from sin and misery, and to restore them to 
eternal life, by the sacrifice of himself upon the 
cross ; and that the Holy Spirit is the sanctifier and 
enlightener of all those who walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith they are called. Proposition^ 
of the utmost clearness and precision. Nor is the 
evidence of their odginal less simple or intelligible; 
such as the Miracles performed, and tlie Prophesies 
fulfilled, in attestation of them. 

So admirably fitted for the gross body of mart- 
kind, is this Religion, both in its genius and 
promulgation! No absurd incredibility in Nature^ 
proposed; no blind submbsion to Authority, required; 
The doctrines, as clear as tliey are pure, equally 
solicit the Understanding and Affections ; and. are 
idapted to satisfy the Reason^ at the same time 
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that they allure the Will. In a word, inforced 
vfith that power and conviction as makes it difficult 
for an ingenuous mind to reject them, though under 
cover of that civil (but criminal) dismission of the 
Roman Governor. 

IV. But then, " If these fundamental articles of 
the Gospel-covenant were contrived by divine Wis- 
dom^ with such simplicity and plainness, How came 
they, it will be asked, to be so delivered as to afford 
occasion for the inquisitive to start a thousand curious 
questions, which have no other tendency than to 
perplex and obscure them?" To this, we beg leave 
to say, that, though, indeed, sacred Scripture, as 
far as it respects the essentials of the Christian faith, 
be exceeding clear and simple, yet It does, at the 
same time, contain many profound, and even im- 
penetrable mysteries. Mysteries, however, which 
no less manifest the adofaWe wisdom, than the 
open doctrines do the abounding goodness of ogr 
all-gracious Master. 

The Gospel is a Covenant or Transaction of God 
with' Man. The immense distance between tli§ 
Parties contracting must needs make the several 
parts of the covenant very dissimilar. So that, if 
from Man's nature and situation we may expect, 
that, when God vouchsafes to direct us by a revela- 
tion of his Will, all his commands will be brief, 
evident, and full ; "we must, on the like reasoning, 
conclude from the nature of the other c^Hitracting 
tarty, the God of the universe, that when he vouch- 
S0&S to instruct Man in the revdation pf his TauTHt 
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ihere will be some things in the Covenant of Grace^ 
which Will partake of the sublime obscurity of ite 
Author. 

It was the same God who framed the Christian 
(Economy and the Newtonian System. Why there- 
fore should it be matter of objection to the former^ 
and not to the other, that there are many things sut'- 
passing human comprehension in both? Is the 
doctrine of Grace more stupendous than the velocity 
of Motion given to Light ? Or is the incarnation of 
the Son of God more astonishing than the least 
possible quantity of Matter sufficient to make a 
World ? If therefore the Newtonian philosophy 
(which is built on Science) hath revealed and demoO' 
srated the powers of Nature amidst all that darkness; 
how can we doubt of seeing God in his Gospel^ 
though surrounded y^ith the impenetrable depths of 
infinity? In a word, I tliink we might as reasonably 
conclude against the diving original oi the Gospel, if 
there were no traces of such mysterious parts, fui 
if there were only such. An unclouded splendor, 
and undiluted obscurity, equally discrediting tbc^ 
Works and Dispensations of Heaven. 

But, of the dark parts of Revelation there are 
two sorts: one, which may be cleared up by the 
studious application of well-improved talents ; the 
other, which will always reside within the shado^ qf 
God's throne» where it would be impiety to intrude. 

Ifowever, neither the one nor other make part of 
the essential doctrines of our Faith. The impene- 
trable nature of the latter totally unfits them foe 
objects of religious belief; and the difficult compre-* 
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hension of the former unfits them for becoming 
objects of the People's. But as it is this sort only 
which can afford any reasonable ground to the 
objection before us, we shall be a little more 
particular. 

The Gospel professes itself to be the completion 
df one entire System, advancing by a gradual pro- 
gress, through various Ages and People, from the 
Creation of man to his Redemption. A Dispensa- 
tion of this character cannot but be contrived and 
conducted on principles of the sublimest wisdom. 
So that as, on the one hand, the knowledge of the 
relations of the parts to one another; and their 
various coincidencies, and mutual operations, to 
produce, either their distinct, or their united effects. 
Will be extremely difficult; so, on the X)ther, the 
attainment of this knowledge will be necessary, if 
we aspire to that full and comprehensive idea of 
Religion, which can alone enable us to detect and 
satisfy the doubts and cavils of Infidelity. 

Now, in this consists tlie ratio and essential 
grounds of the Gospel- doctrine; of which, one 
would think, the only issue should be credit, and 
glory to the Christian Faith. But unadvised inquir- 
ers exploring the depths of infinite Wisdom without 
modesty arid reverence, have given a handle to 
licentious men to turn these proofs, explored im- 
properly, and imprudently inforced, into an argument 
against the divine original of Revelation* And this 
ptietence making its appeal to the ignorance of 
the Vulgar, is greedily embraced. In the mean- 
tithe, the solution of the cavil demanding an enlarged 
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view of God's moral economy, acquired by the 
right application of general knowledge, well digested^ 
we need not wonder, that a better understanding 
than commonly falls to the share of the People is 
required to enable us to see the force of such 
reasoning. 

But is this general incapacity any real objection 
to the truth of our Religion ? By no means. It 
is perfectiy agreeable to our ideas of God's moral 
attributes, that he should inform men of his Will ; 
that he should deliver to them a rule of action, 
accompanied with the sanctions of a Law : It is as 
conformable to our ideas of Man s relation to his 
Maker, that he should receive and observe this 
Law. Reason, indeed, expects that the delivery of 
it be attended with these conditions. That the pro- 
positions in which it is contained be* clear and 
intelligible; the truths in which it is conveyed, 
agreeable to the nature of things; and the pre- 
tensions of those intrusted with its propagation, 
confirmed by superior power. Along with this Law 
hi proclaimed the freq gift of a general blessing ; 
which the Giver might bestow at his pleasure, as 
well in one reasonable way as in another. 

Has man any more to expect before he vouchsafes 
to accept this free blessing, or condescends to be 
governed by this equitable I^w? jftea^on says, 
No. But Passion and Prejudice stand out. ** We 
want, they cry, to be infonned how we came to 
stand in need of this Salvation. We w ant to be 
instructed in the ratio or essential grounds of the 
<Joctrine propounded,^' 

Vol. IX. C Now 
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Now if divine Wisdom had not thought fit to com- 
ply with so bold and insolent a demand. Could we 
accuse him of being wanting to his favourite Man? 
Surely we could not Yet God hath been graciously 
pleased to humour our caprice. 'He hath laid open 
the d^th and riches of his System so fully, as to 
enable those, who are duly qualified with human 
knowledge, to satisfy these demands, and to explain 
the i^HY of his economy of Redemption. 

Will this content us? By no means. " The solu- 
^ tion, it is said, is founded in such principles of 
** speculative science as the People can never com- 
" prehend.** But for this, there is no remedy. The 
fault, if there be any, lies not in the mode of the 
religious Dispensation, but in the nature of Truth 
itself: Which requires much attention of tiie best 
gifted and best improved understanding to penetrate 
to its general principles. Would you have the eternal 
nature of things altered to gratify your prejudices? 
Truth, no more than its Author^ can sink to the 
level of your ignorance ; but You, by a proper cul- 
tivation of your reason, may rise to Truth, may reach 
its sublimest heights, its residence near the footstool 
of the Almighty. 

'^ This attempt, you say, the station and 
Condition of the people will never suffer them to 
make; they have neither leisure to learn, nor 
opportunities to philosophise.'* — Be content then 
with those simpte principles, and plain argu** 
ments for Religion^ explained above: and have the 
ciandour and honesty to own, that, if you want 
knowledge to judge of the answers of the learned, to 
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infidel objections ; you want it equally to judge of 
the objectionis themselves ; whichi therefore, should 
never indispose you to what you do understand ; 
Principles, which constitute those essential articled 
of faith by which you must be saved. And if the 
higher and more intricate truths of Religion exceed 
your capacity, be assured (if for no otlier reason than 
this) that you may be safely ignorant of them. In 
the concerns of life, about which, men are generally 
more in earnest than in the affairs of Religion, you 
take the conclusions of IScience upon trust, and erect 
them into principles : You navigate, you build, you 
state accounts, and trust to the mathematician for 
the ratio of those rules by which you work and at- 
tain your purpose. 

But to this you wiU say, " It is true, indeed, that 
in the common affairs of Ufe, men go on upon trust ; 
but then uniform experience shews, they are in no 
danger of being deceived ; for the constant success 
attending the operations, thus conducted, assures 
them, that the rules by which they act are deduced 
from principles of Truth/* — And is that Faitij and 
Obedience, .which constitute us the disciples of 
Christ, less uniformly productive of good? Did 
Faith ever violate civil peace ; or Obedience impair 
domestic felicity? In vain you tell us of that frantic 
Zeal, of that dire Superstition, which have set whole 
Kingdoms in a flame, and desolated private Houses. 
The first mischief they always do is to cdfrupt 
Fa^ith and Obebience : and after this, to ohsfrge 
upon these, the evils caused by their destroyers, is 
adding modscry to injustice. 

c 2 And 
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Artd here let me observe, that the Founders of 
our holy Faith were in this, as in all other parts of 
their conduct, truly admirable. * What they chiefly 
insisted on to the People at large, was the Belief 
of a few simple propositions, as necessary to ISalva- 
tion. When tliey addressed themselves to such 
' Particulars who were fitly qualified and rightly dis- 
posed, such who have heads to distinguish, and 
hearts to chuse the right, tliey as warmly recom^ 
mend Examination, to search the Scriptures^ and 
to try all things. Yet the only use a late writer 
could find in so sage and generous a conduct was to 
turn it to abuse, in a piece of profane drollery, called 
Christianity not founded on argument. An egre- 
gious exploit ! and worthy the Author s charitable 
views; the mock consolation of Fanatics, and the 
sly merriment of Sceptics and Unbelievers. 

But now, we are stopt short and told, that all our 
pains might have been well spared ; for that the ne- 
cessity of these profound defences, so much em- 
broiling the learned and embarrassing the Vulgar, 
doth not arise from the nature of trutli, but firom the 
folly or knavery of its Advocates, " It is astonish- 
'^ ing (says the Objector) how Divines could tak^ 
" so much silly pains to establish mystery on me- 
" taphysics, revelation on philosophy, and matters 
" of fact on abstract reasoning. A Religion founded 
" on the authority of a divine Mission; confirmed 
" by prophecies and miracles, appeals to fact : and 
" the fficts must be proved as all other facts, 
** that pass for authentic, are proved. If they are 
** thus proved, the Relij^on will prevail without 
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" the assistance of so much profound reasoning *." 
To which I reply, That, had this charge on the Di- 
vines been well founded, the objection would yet 
have -been uncandid and disingenuous. For who 
were they tjjat drew the Divines into metaphysics, 
philosophy, and abstract reasoning, but these Ob- 
jectors themselves? And on what occasion, but 
this ? — ^The advocates of Revelation did not want to 
be told that a " Religion founded on the authority 
" of a divine Mission, and confirmed by prophecies 
" and miracles, appeals to facts," and was to be 
proved by human evidence: For in reality, by 
Facts they had already proved it : And with such 
force and Evidence, that unbelievers were driven 
from their Objections to the Facts, and reduced to 
take refuge in Philosophy — " You press us with 
facts (say they) and the testimony of antiquity : 
supports too slender to bear the unnatural load of 
Revelation! A thing impossible in itself,' as it 
opposes the established order of Providence : A 
thing impossible under the Bible representation of it, 
as several passages in that book directly oppose our 
common notions of God*s Attributes/*— In this 
strait, what was to be done, but either to confess 
the force of the objection ; or, by the aid of that 
metaphysitSy philosophy, and abstract reasonings 
whidi the last objection appeals to, and which the 
other condemns, to* shew its futility, and weakness* 
For the constitution of nature cannot be explained 
without metaphysics; and the Attributes of God 

* L. B's Letters concerning the study and use of 
History. 
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cannot be confronted with his supposed commands, 
without the use of abstract reaspning. And yet, for 
submitting to this necessity, for undergoing this 
drudgery, the Divines are upbraided, ridiculed, and 
turned into contempt. And by whom ? By the very 
men who occasioned the distress, ana defied them 
to get out of it. 

Nor is this the worst. The Divines are repre- 
sented as applying tlieir ^^ metaphysics, philosophy, 
*^ and profound reasoning, to prophecies and mira* 
" cles." How gross the misrepresentation ! They had 
more wit, they had more honesty (I speak not here, 
nor does the Objector, of two or three crack-brained 
visionaries), than to take so much silly pains* They 
applied this reasoning as became tliem ; not to mat- 
ter of FACT, but of RIGHT. It was pretended, that 
God could not give a Revelation ; that he could not 
select a chosen People ; that he could not accept a 
vicarious atonement. And against these bold as- 
fiertions, the Christian Divine directed all the force 
and evidence of true Philosophy. — ^With what suc- 
cess, the latest posterity shall tell with gratitude. 

V. But it is not only from what lies hid, but" 
from what hath been discovered, that the enemies 
of our Faith can raise objections to its discredit. 
If, in these later times, it hath been pretended, 
that a more rational idea of God's dispensations 
hath been proposed; if the various genius, the 
comparative excellence, the mutual dependence, 
the redprocal illustrations of the several Parts, and 
the gradual progress of the Whole towards perfec- 
tion. 
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tion, have been investigated with a penetration^ 
solidity,. and precision unknown to those ages which 
time alone hath, tatight us to esteem venerable ; if, 
I say, this hath been pretended; Wovare then 
iasked, " How it came to pass, that Truths, so 
sublime and useful, should have lain hid till now ;. 
When the light of the Spiiit was sent so early, and 
bad illuminated tlie Church so long? How it came, 
to pass, they were denied to the best times ; and, 
after a long course of ages, reserved as a reward 
for the very worst ? ** — And when they have asked 
this, to discredit old truths ; they can, in order 
to increase the prejudices against them, join with 
bigots, bow inconsistently soever, to decry the 

KJ£W. 

To this objection, it is sufficient to reply, That 
the promise and g^ft of the Spirit may be con- 
sidered either as it concerned the first propagators 
of the Word 5 or as it concerned the teachers and 
hearers of it ever since. As to the immediate 
disciples of Christ, there is no doubt of their being 
abundantly enlightened for the work oi their minis- 
try ; whether it was in making converts, in founding 
churches, or in composing those occasional instruc- 
tions, by which Christians of all ages may improve 
tiie current benefits they receive from the aj^sistance 
of die same Spirit — ^And that assistance is the 
second point we are to consider. 

Now the endowment of Grace is, io this respect, 

just the same with every common endoiyment of 

Nature ; of little advantage without iwr co-operti'' 

tioR! God hath given men hands sii^d liieti to 
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procure good and to avert evil. But the benefit 
does not operate like a charm ; it is to our dextrous 
application of the, members that we owe all the 
advantages arising from their use. So it is in the 
free-gift of the Spirit : it was bestowed upon us to 
enlighten the Understanding, to assist the Judgment, 
and to redress the disorders of the Will. But if 
either we refuse to exert these faculties, or will 
direct them to improper objects, the use and efficacy 
of Grace must surely be defeated. . These reflec- 
tions will enable us to give a reasonable account 
how it might happen, that very important truths, 
concerning God's moral Dispensations, may have 
^remained hid for ages, and yet be reserved (to the 
greater glory of his Gospel in its greatest need), for 
the discovery of these worse and latter times. 

This supposed ordonance, in the oeconomy of 
Grace, may receive credit from what is confessed 
to have happened in the economy of Nature. 

The power, wisdom, and goodness of the Author 
of the Systenfi to which we belong, is so clear and 
evident from every obvious configuration of Matter 
surrounding us, that it cannot escape the notice of 
the most inattentive, or lie concealed from the most 
ignorant. Hence a God, the Maker, Preserver, 
and Governor of the world, is the concurrent voice 
of Nature. 

Now Creation and GovernmetJt, from which 
the morality of human actions is deduced, are the 
great principles of natural Religion. So that 
God could not be said to have been wanting in the 
discovery of himself t^ the lowest of his reasonablil 
80 creatures. 
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creatures. Yet though the obvious marks pf his 
Power, Wisdom, and Goodness, thus obtrude them- 
selves upon all men ; it is certain that a well-directed 
study, in the contemplation of the great book of 
Nature, opens to us such stupendous wonders of his 
Power, such awfiil scenes of his Wisdom, and such 
inchanting prospects of his Goodness, as exceed 
all conception of the unlettered and uninstructed 
Spectator. Some faint taste of these beauties, the 
more Inquisitive enjoyed very early : But their 
successors, by too much indulging to speculation, 
and allowing too little to experience, instead of 
finding a real, invented an infinite variety of ideal 
Worlds; all as dishonourable to the Author of 
Nature as distant from his Truth. At length, men 
grew wiser by the follies of those who went before ' 
them ; and a different method of studying Nature 
was invented and pursued; in which Fancy was 
excluded, and Fact only allowed for a solid ground 
of physical progression. From this time, Science 
advanced ; the veil of Nature was drawn aside ; 
and her sacred Mysteries exposed to the open 
admiration of all men. 

This was the case in the System of Nature. The 
System of Grace seems to run exactly parallel. 

llie great priuciples of Revealed Religion are 
Faith and Obedience : And these are clearly 
and fully taught in the Gospel; and are alone 
sufficient to make men wise unto salvation. But we 
should greatly derogate from God s Moral govern- 
ment, ^ not to suppose it abounding with the like 
mysterious wonders as the Natural. And to the 
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study of these, there were more calls, and much 
better opportunities. The knowledge of God's 
moral Dispensation is the duty of every man ; and 
more especially of the Ministers of ^Religion : So 
that partly on account of the importance of the 
subject; part'y to enable us to oppose ourselves to 
the malice and sophistry of the enemy ; but prin- 
cipally in obedience to the command, to study the 
Scriptures I it has, from the first ages of Christianity 
down to these times, been one of the principal 
occupations of the Learned, Yet what through 
unfavourable circumstances in the Civil and Literary 
world; what through the bias of inveterate pre* 
judices ; but, above all, from the oblique interests 
and turbulent passions of the inquirers themselves ; 
the various systems of Religion, invented by Divines, 
and which all pretend to find in Scripture, have 
dishonoured the Redemption of mankind near as 
much as those of the Philosophers had dishonoured 
the Creation of the universe : till here, as in the 
other case, the same spirit of prudence and sobriety, 
which taught men the true method of treating 
the things of Nature, by a oareful study of the 
volume of creation, led them into the right way of 
treating the things of God, by a careful study of 
the volume of Redemption. So that if, in these 
times, the advances in the knowledge of Gods 
Will should haply prove as considerable as those 
in the discovery of his Works, it will not be beside 
a reasonable expectation^ as similar means are 
always likely to produce similar effects. 

We have placed these correspondent histories of 
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the progress of the human mind, in Nature and 
Grace, thus near one another, that, by comparing 
the parts of them together in the same view, we 
may see whether there be any objections to the 
truth of new discoveries in ^religious matters that 
do not equally hold against the truth of new dis- 
coveries in natural ; of which, for their newness 
alone, no man ever yet entertained the least sus* 
picion. 

• First, then, as to God's primary discovery of his 
Nature in the great book of Creation, compared 
to the discovery of his Will in the volume of im 
written word, we may observe his goodness io 
either case to be equally conspicuous. In the 
former, a man need but open his eyes to see the 
Divinity in every object; in the latter, he who 
rum may read the means and method of his own 
Salvation: In neither, is any* thing wanting, that 
is necessary, to instruct the most ignorant in 
their dependance, and their duty. For further 
information in the works and ways of Providence, 
God wisely reserved it for the reward of the 
manly and virtuous improvement of the Under- 
standing. 

It is true^ in fact, that throughout a vast series of 
ages, neither of these Inquirers made any very 
considerable advances in real knowledge : but it is 
as true, that the impediments, in both cases, pro- 
ceeded not from any difficulties in the nature of 
the things inquired after, but from the wrong 
methods employed in the search. Instead of endea- 
vouring to find out the real constitution of things 

firom 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 SERMON I. 

from the frame of God's works, as they arc 
objected to cur senses ; or the nature of Revelation 
from the study of the word, as conveyed to us in 
Scripture ; they invented imaj^nary Systems out of 
their own slender stock of Nothing ; and then, by 
wresting and distorting, forced Nature and the 
Bible to father this shadowy'and spurious issue. 

But both Divines and Philosophers, when they 
became convinced of their follies, and, in con- 
sequence of that conviction, proceeded with more 
modesty, as well as better sense, to renounce their 
fanciful Hypotheses, and to erect Theories on the 
real constitution of things. Both, I say, made great 
advances in natural and religious truth. 

These two important studies, therefore, being 
alike circumstanced, and having run the same 
fortune, demand, in all reason, the same judgment 
to be passed on their pretences. 

But, alas ! we are not accustomed to be thus 
equitable. One of the principal sources of human 
errors is the drawing different conclusions from the 
same principles. 

It is confessed, that the book of Nature is so 
plain and clear, that every sentence names and 
rieVeals its Author : that if less obvious Truths have 
lain a long tim^ concealed, it was men s own feult, 
in adhering to a perverse method of inquiry ; and 
that when afterwards a better was invented, and they 
began to apply it with more care and sobriety, 
knowledge opened and enlarged itself proportion- 
ably: while the sudden blaze of light which followed, 
was so far from making Tfuth suspected, that it 
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dissipated all those doubts M^hich had before been 
held of its obscure and equivocal nature. 

But now if we turn from Physical to Reh'gious 
inquiries, we shall find, that the very contrary 
inference hath been drawn from all the same circum- 
stances. Because men had been long unsuccessful 
in the discovery of the higher truths of Religion, 
not only these, so lately found and so difficultly 
comprehended, but even tlie most obvious prin- 
ciples, early delivered and generally received, have 
been rendered doubtful and suspected. 

But there is another sort of Men, the pretended 
friends indeed of Religion, who, from too great 
reverence for things established, have joined with 
such as have too little, in decrjing all novelties 
in religious matters^ 

These Men, abhorring the vanity to be thought 
wiser than their forefathers, have in express tena3 
declared their displeasure at making what they call 
crperiments in Religion. 

Divines, it is true, have long disputed how 
experiments in Religion should be made. Som^ 
would employ Scripture alone; others were for 
taking in Fathers and Councils ; and a third sort 
for applying raillery and ridicule to the process. 
But, till of late, every man was for some experime?H 
or other. For what is 7?iaking evperiments but (a* 
we have just shewn) illustrating Revelation by new 
arguments arising from new discoveries made in 
the order, fitness, and harmony of the various 
dispensations of Religion amongst themselves, just 
as Philosophers (of whom the word is borrowed) 

unl'old 
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unfold nature by new discoveries made, from re- 
peated trials^ in the contents of bodies. 

No experiments in Religion is indeed the Languj^e 
of Statesmen (for in some things bigotry and politics 
agree, as extrenpes run easily into one another by 
their very attempts to keep at distance), because, 
according to the Politician's Creed, Religion being 
useful to the state, and yet only a well-invented 
fiction, all experiments, that is, all inquiries into its 
truth, naturally tend, not to confirm, but to unsettle 
this necessary support of civif Government 

But, for one who believes Religion to come from 
God to be frighted with the danger of experimentSy 
is to take his Mend for his enemy, the most ridi- 
culous of all panic terrors. 

One might reasonably' ask such a onej how it 
tomes to pass that experiments, of so sovereign 
use in tlie knowledge of Nature, should be calculated 
to make such havoc in Religion ? Are not both 
the works of God ? Were not both given for Man s 
contemplation ? Have not botli, as proceeding from 
the common Master of the Universe, their depths 
and obscurities ? And doth not the unfolding the 
mysteries of moral government tend equally, with 
the displaying the secrets of the natural, to the 
advancement of Gpd*s glory, and the happiness of 
Man r In a word, had no experiments been made 
in JNature, we had still slept in the shade, or wan- 
dered in the labyrinth of School Philosophy; and, 
had no experiments been made in Religion, we had 
still kept blundering on in the rugged and dark 
paths of School-divinky. 
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To end as M^e began, with the instruction afforded 
by my text. What reason seems to require of us 
is this ; That if yet we know not the Truth, we 
should seek it of those who do : and if the plain 
and simple principles of it will not serve our turn, 
but that we will needs philosophiae^ and demand 
a reason for every thing, that at least we stay for an 
Answer ; and stay, too, till we understand it, before 
we venture to pronounce the Religion of our country 
to be nothing but a mere human imposition. 
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GOD'S MORAL GOVERNMENT. 
Psalm, cxliv. ver. 3. 

teVLDj WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU TAKEST KNOW- 
LEDGE OF HIM ? OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT* 

THOU MAKEST ACCOUNT OF HIM? ' 

» 

THUS the holy Prophet, seized with a sacred 
horror at an Universe stretched out through 
the immensity of boundless Space ; and with a 
rapturous gratitude for that Goodness who hag 
graced his favourite Man with so tender and sor 
intimate a regard. 

Meditations of this kind are, indeed, most obvious 
and affecting. The religionist and the man 
OF THE world have equally employed them to 
reduce Humanity to its just i* Value; though for 
very diflfereiit purposes ; the first, to excite religious 
griftitude in others; the second, to encourage him- 
sdfin an impious Naturalism. 

When the Religionist compares this small Spot 
<rf earth to the whole of its System ; and sees a 
number of primary and secondary planets, habita- 
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tions like his own^ if he may judge by probable 
analogy, rolling round with it, and performing their 
various revolutions about one central fii^, the 
common source of li^t and warmth to all, He is 
abashed at the mean and diminished rank his own 
world bears in this solemn and august assembly. 

When, by the aid of improved Astronomy, he com- 
pares this subastral economy with the systems of 
the fixed stars ; every one of which reigns a Sun, 
directing and influencing the revolutions of its atten- 
dant planets; and sees that, as the Earth is but a 
point compared to the orb of Saturn, so the orb of 
Saturn itself grows dimensionless when cc^mpared 
to that vast extent of space which the stellar-solar 
Systems possess and occupy ; This Lord of the crea- 
tion shrinks suddenly from his height, and mingles 
with the lowest crowd of unheeded and undistin-* 
guished Beings. 

But when, by the further aids of science, he un« 
derstands, that a new Hast of Hecpvenj too remc^Iy 
stationed for the naked sight to draw out and re- 
view, hath been made to issue into day ; each of 
which shining strangers is the Leader of a troop of 
others, ^vhose borrowed lustre, too weakly reflected, 
no assistance of art can bring fprward ; and thai; 
still, when sense stops short, . s^cience pursues, the 
great discovery, and reason carries on the progrws^ 
tlirough the mighty regions of boundless space ; the 
fatigued imagination, tracing system after systeooj, 
as they rise to light in endless succession, turns 
frightened hack upon itself, and overwhelms thft 
labouring jm^nd witli terror and^ wb>nishment: 
^ ^ . . whence, 
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whence, it never can disengage itself till it risep on 
the wings of Faith, which bear this humbled crea- 
ture from himself, and place him before the throne 
of God ; where he sees the mysteries of tiiat Provi- 
dence laid open, whose care and bounty so magni- 
ficently provides for the meanest of his creatures* 
' Thus piously affected is the Religionist with the 
sacred horrors of this aniazing scene; an universe 
stretched out through the wide regions of space, and 
terminated on all sides by the depths of infinity. 

But let us turn now to the Man of the world, 
whom this view of things, rather degrades than 
HUMBLES. Calmly contemplative in the chair of 
felse science, he derides the mistaken gratitude of 
the benighted Reli^onist ; a gratitude rising not on 
reason, but on pride. *^For whether, says he, we 
consider this earth, the mansion of evil, or man its 
wretched inhabitant, What madness is it to suppose, 
that so sordid a corner^ and so forlorn an occupant, 
can be the centre of God's moral government! What 
but the lunacy of self-love could make this short- 
lived reptile, shuffled hither as it were by Fate, and 
precariously sustained by Fortune, imagine himself 
the distinguished care, and the peculiar Favourite of 
Heaven ? As well, sa.ys he, might the blind inhabits 
ants of an ant-hill, which, chance had placed on the 
barren frontier of an extended Empire, flatter them- 
selves with being the first object of their monarch's 
policy, who had unpeopled those mighty deserts only 
to afford room and safety for their busy colonies. 
The most, that reasoning pride can tempt us to pre- 
sume is, that we may not be excluded from that 

D 2 general 
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general providence, governing by laws mechani- 
CAf^ and, once for all, impressed on matter when 
it was first harmonized into systems. But to make 
God the MORAL, that is, the close, the minute and 
immediate insf)ector intb human actions, is degrading 
him from that high rank in which this philosophy of 
inlarged creation hath so fitly placed him : and re- 
turning him to the people, travested to the mortal 
size of local Godship : under which idea, the super- 
stitious vulgar have been always inclined to regard 
the Maker and Governor of the World." 

Thus widely distant are the conclusions of the 
philosopher, from tlie sentiments of the religious 
man. 

But who are the inlarged thinkers, and on which 
side reason declares, it is the purpose of tliis discourse 
to inquire : Where, we trust, it will be found, that 
Man, notwithstanding the vast distance between him 
and his Creator, is indeed the subject of Gods 
' MOKAL government, just as instinct prompts him to 
' hope, and j-eligion directs him to believe. 

I. If from the difference of intrinsic dignity, and 
native worth in the Creature, we can conclude 
aught concerning the proportioned degrees of near- 
ness in which it stands to its Creator, we shall be 
forced to give the place of honour to Mind above 
Matter. 

We are dazzled with the pomp and splendor of 
a visible Creation : and the august forms of material 
things hinder us from discerning the despicable 
qualities of tliat substance out of which they are 

fashioned. 
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fashioned. But \iew this substance well, and we 
«hall find, that what philosophers call tlie in£KT- 
NESS of Matter, a quality essential to it, places it 
in the very lo\>^est class of what we can conceive 
of Being. So that were it not for the virtue of 
ATTRACTION, a thing foreign and, extrinsic to it, 
Matter would be totally unfit for all the known pur- 
poses of its Creation* 

To make Matter, therefore, any way considerable, 
ks accumulated bulk must supply for its inherent 
baseness. And y^tthe best Philosophy, proceeding on 
geometric principles, hath informed us, that possibly 
all the solid matter in the universe may be comprised 
within a narrowness of limit* still more astonishing 
than even that immensity through which we find it 
dilated and expanded. 

Thus Matter carries in it no further marks or 
notice of a creating Hand, than an aptitude of (alU 

♦ See Newton's Opt. p. 243. 8vo Ed.-r--" The Saga* 
" city of our author [Newton] (says J)x. Pembertoa, 
*' in his excellent View, Sec.) has discovered a method 
*' by which — the least portion of matter may be wrought 
'* into a body of any assigned dimensions how great 
** soever^ and yet the pores of that body none of them 
" greater than any the smallest magnitude proposied at 
*' pleasure; notwithstanding which, the parts of the body 
'' shall so touch, that the body itself shall be hard and 
" solid. Which shews that this whole Glpb^ of Earth, 
'* nay all the known bodies in the universe together, as 
" far as we know, may be compounded of no greater a 
** portion of solid matter than might be reduced into a 
*' Globe of one inch only in diameter, or even less,**" 
View of Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophy, pp. 355, 356, 
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ing back into nothing on the withdrawing the in- 
fluence of that power which brought it into being. 
While, on the contrary, a rational Mind presents us 
with the strongest and brightest image *, it is possible 
for a Creature to reflect of its Creator. It partakes 
of that divine virtue, the power of agency within 
itself. It has a capacity of imagination to turn its 
regard from the present, to tlie. past and future ; an 
ability of judgment to examine and rectify the in- 
formations of sense ; and a freedom of Will to give 
morality to all its thoughts and actions. ' 

But besides thisobvious superiority of Mind over 
Matter in the nature of their essences ; there is as 
sensible a difference in the ends of their Creation, 
or in the effects produced by the exertion of their 
several qualities. The material world was made 
but for the sake of the intellectual ; and consequently 
it is not to be supposed, that moral GovERNMENt, 
which r^ards the end, should be neglected ; while 
NATURAL. Government, which concerns only the 
means, should ingross the whole of the Ruler's at- 
tention. With respect to the effects produced, Mind 
will, here agairi,^ have the same advantage; moral 
fitnesses having ^. greater intrinsic excellence than 
natural ; for Ms^tter being devoid of consciousness, 
the end of the Natural is only good effected ; white 
the end of -the Mpral is good felt and enjoyed. 

Mind, therefore,, cannot but engage the care of 
Providence ; which is confessed to superintend the 
ijiovemerits o( that Ma,tter, whose combinations ul- 
timately regard onjy mind axid Iptelligenc?. 

* Gw. chs^, i. ver. a$. 
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. But what makes ifastidious reason so averse 
to the idea of God s moral government, when it so 
easily admits his Natural, is that in this latter case, 
systems are thought to be sustained and kept in order 
only by the ^neral laws of mechanism, impressed 
on Matter at its Creation ; or by certain powers 
lodged within it, to mold it into form, to push it into 
motion, and to give the true bias to its operations : 
so that here, the Deity works neither immediately 
nor particularly, but leaves every thing to the govern- 
ment of those general Laws, or at least to the 
administratbn of that secondary power^ or Plastic 
Nature, which superintends the execution of his 
Laws: while he himself, the sovereign Lord of 
Being, descends not from his high estate, nor suffers 
his supremacy to be degraded by a minute attend- 
ance on every particle of body ; or polluted by an 
intimate contact with gross impure materiality. 
On the other hand, * they see, moral government 
must be conducted on different principles, for its 
subject being free agency, and its object the direc^- * 
tion of the effects which such an agency produceth, 1 
the attention of the Deity must be instant, ina- 
mediate, and particular ; the relations of Master 
and Servant, of Lord and Subject, necessarily implying 
the most close and constant intimacy. 

But what shall we say, if the indisposition to 
God's moral government, on account of this dif- 
ference, be a mere prejudice ? An indisposition 
not derived from Nature, but the false explanations 
of its phaenomena, obtruded on us by vain system- 
naakern? Indeed, this supposed distance and separa- 
p 4 tion 
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tipn of thp great Artist from his \fprk, ftfter haviag 
Opce set the Machine a-going by the first impression 
of his general Laws, is the gratuitous conclusion of 
9, talking Philosophy : The later, and more cprrect 
inquiries into the mj^terial systen?, on the unerring 
experience of the Newtonian phy§ics, have clearly 
discovered, that God is intimately pre3ent to every 
particle of Mg4*^r, at every point of S^ace, and in 
every instance of Being. Fqr a V19 inebtiuE, op 
resistance to the change of its present state, being 
an essential qualjty qf Mattpr, and incpnlsistent witl^ 
any motive, force,, or power iq that Sqbst^nce, all , 
those effects commonly ascribed to axertain es^ac^ 
residing in it, such as gravity, attraction, elasticity, 
repulsion, pr whatever other tenciencies to Motion 
are observed • in Matter, ^re not powers naturally 
belonging to it, pr what can possibly be made 
inherent in, it. So that t^ie^e qu^litie^^ witbput 
which. Matter would be utterly unfit for u^, must 
needs be produced by the iinmediate influence of 
the first Cause, incessantly performing, by his. 
almighty finger, the minutest office in the Material 
Economy ; worj^ing still ne^,r us, roi^nd us, within 
us, and in every part of us. 

If, then, in the Natural government of the \vprld, 
the immediate, the incessant influence of the work- 
map on his work in general, ^hrqugh all it§ systems 
up to the whole ; and, it\ particular, through all its 
lesser portions down even to the mii^utest atom, be 
necessary to enable Matter to perforn^ its functions ; 
there is no reason to revolt against that dose con- 
nexion necessarily supposed between the Creator* 
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luid Creature, in God's Moral government ; or to 
fvonder that the order of Rationals should be 
honoured with the same immediate presence, the 
same degree of nearness and intimacy, with wU ch 
^e Godhead visits the whole inanimate creation. 

11. Hitherto, we have endeavoured to affirm the 
reality of God's Moral government here below, 
by considerations drawn from the nature of the 
Creature. Let us now turn to the Creator ; and 
see if those things which human reason discovers 
pf his ATTRIBUTES do not farther contribute to 
establish tliis important truth. 

But we have been told, and with airs of superior 
knowledge, that these pretended attributes, as they 
are commonly specified, and distinguished into 
natural and moral, are a mere human fiction; in- 
dented, by aid of analogy, from the actions, passions, 
and qualities observable in man : And that the simple 
pature of Deity is one uniform perfection ; of which, 
Infinity being the base, we can have np distinct idea 
PF conception. 

To this, it will be sufficient to reply. That it is 
indeed frue, that these specific attributes, from 
which we deduce all our knowledge of the Nature 
and Will of God, are formed on analogy, and bear 
relation to onrselves. But then, we say, such 
attributes are not on that account the less real or 
essential. The light of the Sun is not in the orb 
itself what we see it in the Raij^bow. There it 
js one caiidid, uniform^ perfect b|^e of glory : 
{lere, w^ separate its perfection, iii the various 
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attributes of red, yellow, blue, purple, and what 
else the subtile opticiap so nicely distinguishes. 

But still, the solar-light is not less real in the 
raint)Ow, where its rays become thus untwisted, and 
each different thread distinctly seen, than while they 
remain united and incorporated with one another, 
in thq Sun. Just so it is with the divine Nature : 
It is one simple individual perfection in the Godhead 
himself: But when refracted and divaricated, in 
passing through the human Mind, it becomes 
Pow^r, Justice, Mercy ; which are all separately 
aqd adequately represented. to. the Understanding. 

I shall venture, therefore, to consider the divine 
perfection, as thus reduced and unfolded to human 
contemplation, under the name of Attributes, with^ 
oqt any fear of mistaking shadows for realities. 

And here, I say, that, the Natural attributes of 
the Deity, considered, as Creator and Lord (and 
with these relations only, the Religionist has to do) 
may be comprised in those of powee and wisdom : 
His Moral, in those.of. justice and goodness. 

Now I hold, that though the idea of his natural 
attributes be as clear, in the abstract, as that of 'his 
moral ; yet the idea of his moral attributes is, iu' the > 
cooqrete> more^adequatethan that.of his natural*. 

The 

* What is here said may enaUe us tolRonn a proper 
judgment of the following censure, — '^ I would not say, 
^* God governs by a rule, that we know, or may know, as 
*' well as he, and upon our knowledge of which he appeals 
^* to men for the justice of his proceedings towaids them ; 
^' which a famous Divine hath impiously advanced in 
*^ a pretended Demonstration bf his being and attributes. 

" God 
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The reason seems- convincing. The moral rela- 
tion in which we stand to God, as free Agents, is 
just ^.e same whether man exists alone, or whether 
he be but a link in the chain of innumerable orders 
of Intelligences surrounding the whole Creation. 
Hence we must needs have a just and full knowledge 
of our duty to him, and of his disposition towards 
us : On which knowledge is founded, the exactness 
of our conceptions of his Moral attributes, his jus- 
tice and GOODNJEJSS. But the natural relation in 
which we, or any of God's creatures, stand towards, 
him, as Material Beings, is not the same, when con- 
sidered simply, as when a portion of a dependent 
and connected Whole. Because, whenever such a* 
Whole exists, the harmony and perfection of it must 
first of all be consulted. This harmony ariseth 
firom the mutual subserviency and union of its parts. 
But this subserviency may require a ministration of 
government, with regard to certain portions of matter 
thus allied, different from what might have followed 
had those portions stood alone ; because that precise 
disposition, which might be tit in one case, might be 

unfit 

" God forbid! But this I may say, that God does 
^* always that which is fittest to be done. And that 
" this fitness, whereof neither that presumptuous dog- 
*^ matist was, nor any created being is, a competent 
" Judge, resultsfrom the various natures and more various 
** relations of things. So that as Creator o/" all Sys- 
" TEMs, by which these natures and relations are con* 
" stitutedy he prescribed to himself the rule which he 
^'follows, AS Governor of evejiy System oy 
*' Being/' — LordBqlingbroke's Idea of a Patriot Kin^, 
printed 1749, p. 94^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 SERMON II. 

unfit ill the other. Hence we who know there is a 
Whole, of which our material system is a part, and 
yet are totally ignorant botli of its nature and 
extent, can have but a very confused idea of that 
physical relation in ^hich we stand towards God. 
So that our conceptions of his natural Attributes, 
his POWER and wisdom, which are founded on 
that idea, must, in the concrete, be proportionably 
vague and inadequate. 

Shall we, then, confide in that information which 
our less adequate ideas of God's po^er and wisdom 
afford us of his natural government ; and yet reject 
that which our piore adequate ideas of his justice 
and goodness give us of his moral government ? 
We understand both, and rightly, as assuring us 
that he presides both in the one and in the other 
Economy. But let us not forget, that this informa- 
tion is convened to us with very different degrees 
pf clearness and precision. A difference, on the 
side pf nioral government above natural, in pro- 
portion 9S our knowledge of God's moral attributes 
is less vague and inadequate than our knowledge 
of his natural, 

III. Thus far fi'om a separate consideration of 
the Creator and his works, Let us see, in the 
last place, whether thp ^ame Truth may not be 
further supportpd frpm a joipt view of jioth of 
them together. 

The idea of an immensely extended Universe 
fempts weak reason, deluded by sense and narrowed 
l>y prejudice, to suspect that this point of space!, in 

which. 
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which man exists, may well escape a l>u§ied Ruler, 
who has innumerable Worlds upon his hands. We 
do not reflect, that the same reasoning, which leads 
us to conclude that a point of space may be over- 
looked in God's providence, piercing through infinite 
extension, would lead us to conclude, that there 
may be points of time, throughout infinite duration, 
which likewise escaped his attention. Yet the ab- 
surdity of this, we feel : Why not then of the other? 
The reason is, because the portions of Time rise 
only in succession ; whqreas all the parts of space . 
exist together. 

But this IMMENSITY, in which bewildered man 
considers himself as absorbed and lost, will, on due 
reflection, evince the very contrary to What it is 
brought to prove. / Were Creation not thus widely 
extended, the infinity of its Author might perhaps 
seem less evident. And how far the influence or 
power of a Being not infinite might reach would be 
yet more uncertain. But a boundless creation shews 
its Author to be infinite : So that the remaining 
question concerning the extent of Providence will 
amount to this. Whether an infinite Being can ex- 
tend his care to every the minutest portion of an 
Universe to which we can set no bounds. A ques- 
tion which will hardly deserve an answer, 

" But (say these objectors) the moral system 
wants one essential mark of divine superintendence, 
which is Order; and tliis the natural very eminently f 
bears. The Sun keeps its first appointed station ; 
the Planets perform tlieir accustomed revolutions ; 
aach Element preserves its distinct properties ; and 

all 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 SERMON 11. 

all nature concurs to produce that harmony, with 
which things set out, when God honoured his rising 
Creation with the attribute of Good. But Man 
deflected early from his primeval righteousness, and 
felt the miseries of a depraved system ere he had 
fully tasted the blessings which flow from the recti- 
tude of the Will, and from the even balance of the 
Affections. And what he so early lost, Time ha& 
never yet been able to restore ; so that he is likely 
to continue the same forlorn abandoned creature 
throughout the whole of his existence.'^ 

But these Objections are as vague as they are 
stale. We have been accustomed to talk at ran- 
dom of the Order of natural things; and we 
suffer ourselves to aggravate the disorders of the 
Moral. 

We can judge but very imperfectly of the whole 
of the material system. For how smalUs the portion 
6f Body objected to our view ! and how fleeting the 
period of time allotted for our study ! 

We see indeed, perpetual peace and concord in 
our own solar World; but we know little of the 
astral systems, innumerable and remote. And the 
Rttle we do know gives cause of suspicion that all 
there is not so regular and constant, as analogy to 
what we find here, would tedlpt us to conclude. 
New stars have suddenly shone out ; and have as 
sdddenly disappeared: Phagnomena, which look either 
likeecceutric starts in the Courses of those bodies, or 
destructive revolutions in their Natures. Nor are 
we without some appearances in our own System, 
to ^ve countenance to these suspicions in the niore^ 
22 remote. 
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remote. Perhaps the Ring of Saturn may be no 
other than a less irregular fragment of a crushed 
and broken Globe. The wounds, our own Earth 
hath formerly received, are yet deep and ghastly; 
which thdugh skinned over by time and human cul- 
ture, are seen, by those who pry the least bc5'ond 
its surface, to bear all the marks ahd memory of a 
ruined world. 

But to turn from these supposed flaws and maims 
in some of tiie parts, to the acknowledged perfectbns 
of tiie general System. Its order and harmony, it 
must be owned, speak most fully to the sustaining 
power of its Lord and Master : yet those who have 
penetrated deepest into its mysteries *, have dis- 
covered rooted evils and growing disorders, scarce 
sensibie, indeed, at present, but what, in time, and 
wkhout the intervening hand of its Maker, will 
raider the frame of nature altogether unfit for the 
purposes of its general destination. 

It is true, it may be said, *' That these proceed 
slowly and insensibly, while moral disorders infect 
at once, and rush like a torrent over the fair bosom 
of Creation." 

The thing peifhaps i^ too true : but the inference 

* -.— ** White Comets move in very eccentric orbs in 
^' all mamier of positions^ blind fate could never mik^ 
'* all the planets move one and the state Mray in orbd 
*' concentric; some inconsiderable irregularities except^d^ 
" which may hojce arisen from the mutual actions of Qomets 
'* and Planets upon one another; and which will he apt to 
'" 'inctmse till this system wants a reformation.'' Nfewton's 
Opt. 4tfe€dit. p. 378. . . . • 
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is unjust This difference is not to be ascribed W 
a contrary conduct in the Governor, but to the 
contrary natures of the subjects. 

Passive Matter being totally inert, its resistance 
to the Laws impressed upon it must be extremely 
weak : and consequently the disorders arising from 
that resistance, proportionably slow and unheeded : 
while that active self-moving principle, the Mind» 
flies out at once from the centre of its direction, and 
can, every moment, deflect firom the line of truth 
and reason. Hence moral disorders began early, 
became presently excessive, and have continued 
through all ages to disturb the harmony of (he 
System. 

Nor are the different methods employed by 
Providence, for the reform of either system, less 
distinguishable, than the different qualities of Mind 
and Matter, which occasioned so wide a distance 
in the progress of their several disorders-: as may 
be seen by comparing them together, f From 
whence it will appear that the disorder and' the 
reform of that disorder, in either subject, are wisely 
proportioned to one another. 

When the inertness of matter bath occasioned 
irregularities in the corporeal system, it hatii no 
ability in itself to redress them. They must go on, 
though slowly, from bad to worse, till disabled nature 
calls upon the hand of God for an extraordinary 
reformation. 

But Mii^D, is ever applying remedies to its own. 
distempers. First, by the check put to them by the 
Stimulation of opposite passions and affectionsi for 

the 
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the appetites are inceasantly defeating one another's 
natural tendencies, and perpetually producing con- 
trary effects. So avarice restrains luxury; self- 
interest witliholds injustice; and sloth quenches 
ambition: So i^vei^ and hatred procure public 
justice ; treachery often prevents a national destruc- 
tion ; and envy and opposition to power produces 
a sage and cautious administration. 

Thus the jarring interests of corrupt passion keep 
moral evil within moderate bounds, and give time 
and opportunity to the mind to i^ecover the govern- 
ment and direction of itself; in the regulation of 
the appetites and reformation of the will : And this 
is the second way the mind has of procuring remedies 
for its own distempers. 

In these different methods of reforming either 
system, the divine goodness is equally displayed ; 
only his power is more visibly exercised in the one, 
and hb wisdom ii> the other. When blind Matter 
deviates, as nothing but the conducting hand of 
God can bring her back into the road of Nature, 
so the force attending that reduction is sq far from 
impairing her essential virtue, that it heals and 
restores it But the like intervention with a rational 
Agent would impinge upon his freedom. God has 
therefore so admirably contrived,' in the disposition 
of his moral System, that it should be able to restoi-e 
itself; by making its. very disorders contribute to its 
reform, in the check the villous passions give to one 
another's operations ; and in the opportunities witii 
which4ime supplies the Mind, to assume its. native 
soverei^ty, fpr the carrying on the reformation. 

Vol. IX. E Thus 
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Thus we see God's government in morals becomes 
as conspicuous as in natural things : For, the dis« 
posfaig causes and eflfecis in such a manner as ta 
make vice defeat its own end, no less manifests the 
attention of infinite wisdom, than ti)e aiding matter 
to produce its proper destmatbn^ is fitted to display 
infinite power. 

fiutto perceive the force of what is here said, we 
must remember, that moral government consists of 
TWO FARTS ; The one, a Provision to prevmit evit, 
and to support good ; The other, a destination of 
reward and punishment, assigned in due proportions 
to the agents of either : Our subjed; coneems the 
first part oidy : The second is to be explained o» 
other principles ; and is not within the limits of 
this Discourse. 

To conclude, The sober inquirer will not be dis* 
pleased to find at length, that the objections to 
God's moral Government spring from ^ weakness 
of our Acuities, and the prejudices attending our 
situation ; joined to a eorrupt vanity which makes 
human reason the measure of all things i and that 
this Philosophy, which bears such a shew of inlarged 
and superior knowledge, stands on the narrow 
bottom of ignorance, and as it rises in vanity^ 
increases in absurdity. 

To HUMBLE HUMAN REASOK is the work of true 
Religion, and, if not the end, is always the issue» 
of sound Philosophy: but to debase human 
NATURE is the low aim of impiety, and the darling 
project of corrupt manners. Providence laid open 
the knowledge of his works to excite our gratitude, 
19 and 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON It. 51 

and strengthen our attachment to their Author. 
What the philosopher said of the knowledge (^ 
ourselves, may be well applied to the knowledge of 
the universe. '^ Let us not imagine it was given 
merely to humble human arrogance: One great 
purpose of it was to impress upon our hearts a sense 
of the divine goodness towards man *.** To turn 
this knowledge, therefore, to a brutal debasement of 
our nature, or a philosophic oblivion of our Lord 
and Master, is the lowest depravity of an intelligent 
Being. In a word, if reason aiKl piety have no 
weight, let natural shame deter us, when we can 
never merit this distinction, at least from dishonour- 
ing the grace by irreverent cavils at the dbpensation. 

* Illud yvSh ctcanh noli putare ad airogantiam mina- 
endam solum esse dictunii verum etiam ut bona nostia 
norimas. Cic* 
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THE LOVE OF GOD AND MAN. 
1 Ep. John iv. ver. 20, 

IF A MAN SAT, I LOVE GOD, AND HATETH HIS 
BROTHER, HE IS A LIAR : FOR HE THAT LOVETH 
NOT HIS BROTHER, WHOM HE HATH SEEN, HOW 
CAN HE LOVE GOD, WHOM Hl£ HATH NOT 

SEEN ? 

THE superior excellence of the Gospel morality 
above all other suminaries of human conduct, 
whether preached up as a Religion by Priests; 
inforced for Law by the founders of Society; or 
recommended under the name of Philosophy by 
the Masters of wisdom ; is now so generally seen 
and acknowledged^ that even the enemies of Revela- 
tion have been forced to confess. It is as well in 
perfection as in purity, as well in public use as in 
private, truly worthy the ori^nal it aissumes. 

An advantage which the Ministers of our holy 
Bieligion have, with great judgment, taken all occa* 
sions to inforce, and with equal solidity to explam. 

Sut there is another circumstance in this divine 
j: 3 economy, 
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economy, which carries the honour of it still higher, 
as directly tending to prove, That the Gospel 
morality which is so worthy of God, had, in truth, 
God for its immediate Author. And this perhaps 
may not have been insisted on with the frequency 
and attention which so important a matter seems tp 
require. 

The circumstance I meanis, that profound and 
enlarged knowledge of human nature, which tlie 
Apostles discover in their manner of recommending 
moral duties. In this dispensation, these weak and 
foolish imtrunientSy in the hand of Providence, have 
foiled and disgraced the boasted wisdom of Greece 
^nd Rome; and in that very way wherein their 
wisdom most excelled ; in short and detached pre- 
cepts, composed for the conduct of human life 
by men studious to reduce their long laborious 
searches after happiness into wei^ty and com- 
pendious aphorisms *. 

But before I proceed to explain the words of my 
text, which afford so illustrious an example of this 
truth, 1 shall consider, m general, the occasion 6f them. 

The life, the spirit of Christian Religion id universal 
benevolence. Agreeably to this,' we may observe, 
That the first founders of the €hurches, let the 
occasion be what it would, whatever Discipline, they 
established, whatever Doctrine they inforced, what- 
ever vice or Hereby they stigmatized, or whatever 
grace or virtue they recommended, Chai^itt was 
the thing still present with them, and always in 

* JifAcSa PgaxU aiiof^inijfi&^ina* P^t. in Protag. 

their 
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their care. Charity, the bond of perfectness^ the 
end of the camnumdment ; that etherial principlei 
M'hicb, like the elastic fluid of the Philosophers, 
animates, connects, and ennobles the whole System 
of intelligent nature. 

The beloved Disciple of our Lord particularlys 
who may be well supposed to know his Master* s will^ 
seems to have written the Epistle, from whence I 
take my text, with no other design than to recom- 
mend this first of Virtues, Charity : at a season 
too, when, as Heresies were sprin^ng up apace, 
some modem Theologists would be apt to think he 
might have employed his time and talents to more 
advantage. And indeed one might ask, and scarce 
absurdly* why so very much upon Charity, in an age 
when Haie followers of the Lamb had ao few induce- 
ments to pollute it ? For the Faith being yet chaste 
from the prostitutions of the Schools, and the 
Hierarchy uncorrupted by the gifts of Constantine, 
the Church laboured neither under Bigotry nor 
Ambition, the two fatal incentives of uncharitable 
Zeal. But the reply is easy. It was the providence 
of that prophetic spirit which set before them the 
image of those miserable times. When iniquittf 
should abound^ and the low ofvMmf should wax cold: 
and they were iij'iUing to bear witness, and U> record 
their testimony against tlie future yiolatcf s of the 
bond of perfecfness. For I can by j^ ipean? 
enter into the refinements of him whp discovered 
that Jesus and his followers might preach up love 
and charity the better to enable b. set of Church 
icians, some ages after^ to tyrannize ovei? 
p 4 Ihos? 
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56 SERMON III. 

those whom the enga^ng sounds of benevolence 
and brotherly love had intrapped into obedience *. 
Besides,, this is not delivered like a temporary 
direction: it is not barely recommended: the 
reason, on which it stands, is given with it ; a reason 
founded in the nature of things, and supported 
by the very order of Providence. If a man 
say^ I love God^ and hateth his Brother ^ he is a 
liar : for he that loDeth not his Brother^ whom . 
he hath seen^ how can he love God, whom he hath 
not seen? An argument, which, for its unaffected 

* *' Terrors alone, though accompanied with miracles 
** and prodigies of whatever kind, are not capable of 
*' raising that sincere faith and absolute reliance which 
'* is required in favour of the divinely authorised Instruc- 
*' tor and spiritual Chief. The affection and love which 
'' procures a true adherence to the new religious foun- 
" dation, must depend either on a real or counterfeit 
" goodness in the religious founder. Whatever ambitious 
*' spirit may inspire him ; whatever savage zeal or per* 
*' secuting principle "may lye in reserve, ready to disclose 
*' itself when authority and power is once obtained ; the 
*' first scene of doctrine, however, fails not to present 
** us with the agreeable views of Joy, love, meekness, 
*' gentleness, and moderationj^-^Charity and Brotherly 
♦' love are very engaging sounds ; but who would dream 
^ that out of abundant Charity and brotherly love should 
^Ij *' come steel, fire, gibbets, rods, &c." Characteristics, 
vol. iii. p. 114, 115, ed, 4th. But tliie general premises - 
are as false as the particular inference is absurd. Ma- 
homet did raise that sincere faith and absolute reliance^ 
amongst his followers, by teirors alone, and without 
that affection and love employed by the founder of Chris- 
ti^^nity. 

siniplicity, 
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simplicity, a modish Freethinker will be tempted to 
despise ; and yet would pretend to admire, had it 
come from Plato or Cicero. 

But some, perhaps, may like the reasoning not the 
worse idr its being evangelical : and such will bear 
withi me while I attempt to illustrate its supeiior force 
and beauty. 

The argument is founded in the true theory of the 
RISE and PROGRESS of the social affections; of 
which the following account may afford ussome im< 
perfect notion. 

An endeavour to preserve its Being makes part 
of the essential constitution of every created thing. 
Hence, in the Inanimate,* a resistance to outward 
force; in tlie Animate, a pursuit or an abhor« 
rence of what is helpful or hurtful ; and, in Man, that 
first and strongest passion of his nature, self^ 
LOVE ; from whence all the other appetites derive 
their force, and to which they direct their aim. Itt 
use is to assist the heart to awaken Virtue, and to 
push out apd develope the great principle of 
Benevolence. 

It is true, indeed, that Benevolence, arising from 
ibis source, at first runs thick and turbid j but, as it 
holds its way, it refines ; it purifies and expands 
its current, till it hath lost all memory of its lovr 
original. 

For the pai^ion of self-love, aided by the kindred 
appetite of natural affection, soon njakes aa 
eflFort to move outward ; and looking forward with 
an instinctive tenderness on our offspring, it is taught 
to turn its regard, as far back, with rational gratitude 

on 
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<m oar Parents. And tliough the former be loving 
ourselves as represented in others; and-the^ latter, 
only loving- others as represented in ourselves ; yet 
the principle of Benevolence being now awakened, it 
begins, from this moment, to desert its origine : it 
extends itself to our remoter relatives; aod» in a 
little time, takes in every connexion of domestic life. 
And, thus continuing to enlarge and widen, by such 
time as it grows impatient of restraint, tlie wants 
and reliefs-, the services and protection, which exer* 
cise its virtue in this inferior state, enable it to form 
ideas of a nobler Community, and to trace the out- 
lines and image of a Society. This produceth 
imother ef&it, and of a voixe exalted kind ; the ob*. 
ject of benevolence being no longer an individual, 

but a WHOLE. 

From this time the social passions make large ad* 
vances ; and Benevolence, improved and strengthened 
even by the selfish sense of mutual wants, and the 
experienced means of mutual relief, extends its in*» 
fluence and efficacy through the whole community 
of those, who need, or can impart, assistance : and 
thus, on the natural plan of domestic connexions^ 
ii^rects that artificial regimen called Civil society* 
So that, as before, Benevolence advanced from par* 
ticular to general ; it now riseth still higher, from 
PRIVATE to PUBLIC. And thus, having a Com^ 
jbunity for its object, it wins and tru|^ Reserves its 
pame : Self love being now absorbed in the 
iiobiest of all social pasidons, the love of oub 
Country ; which the Roman Patriot, in a philoso- 
|>tuc analysis of its generation aiid constituent parts, 

rightly 
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ri^Iy defines to be that which ^^ includes all other 
social affections*." 

Thus doth SELF-LOVE, under the varying 
appearance of natural affection, domestic relation, 
attd the connexions of social ha|;)itude, at first work 
blindly M, obscure and deep in dirt ; but, as it 
makes its way, it continues rising, till it emerges into 
Kght; and then, suddenly ej^piring, leaves behind it 
the fairest issue : which, nobly forgetful of its low 
beginning, advances on the steps of Virtue, till it 
reaches to Religion, 

For the interests of mere animal life being well se- 
cured in this first progress to Benevolence ; the Mind, 
which hitherto only cared for the Body, begins to make 
provision for itself; and, having laid in for the other's 
wailts and weakness, attends, in good time, to its 
own superior dignity and importance. • 

And now^, placed on so fair an eminence, as the 
16V£ Of otJR Country, and its sight purged and 
defecated from the gross remains of evanescent Self- 
love, it goes on widening its views,^ till it hath taken 
in the whole race of Mankind; considered but as 
one Policy, or rather. Family ; connected by the 
equal participation of one common nature ; and sup- 
potted by the consequent right of one common 
measure ; and "therefore the endeared object of one 
general benevolence. 

Thus DOMESTIC life, which first produced Civil 
society, and then g^ye birth to this more generous 

f Chari sunt Parentes, chari Liberia Propinqui, Pand^ 
Uares: sed omnes omnium Charitates Patria una com- 
plexa est. Cic. 
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«nd ealarged community, at length brings Benevo* 
lence round again into itself, as to its full and final 
completion, by drawing the whole race of mankind 
into one common Family. 

But, in the course of this progress; the Mind, as 
It widens, becoming fatigued and dazzled % its in- 
tense solicitation of this growing Whole, hath fre- 
quent need, at its several stages, to catch at and to 
rest in partial objects. 

Hence the origine of Friendship *, the solace 
and splendor of private life ; which, while we are 
advancing towards that only adequate object of hu- 

* '* Private Friendship, and Zeal for the Public and 
^ our Country, are virtues purely voluntary in a Christian. 
** They are no essential parts of his Charity. He is not. 
** so tied to the affairs of this life ; nor is he obliged to 
^ enter into such engagements with this lower world, as 
*' are of no help to him in acquiring a better.*' Charac- 
teristics, 4th. ed. vol. i. p. 98, 99. The Philosophy of this 
remark is like the candour. For if (as we shall now see) 
no one can acquire the love of God without having love 
or benevolence to man ; so neither can this benevolence 
(which certainly is not a virtue purely voluntary in a Chris" 
Han) be acquired, without having had private Friendship 
and zeal for the Public and our Country. The reason is 
the same in both cases : the road to the more general 
stages of benevolence lying, all the way, through the more 
particular. Engagements, therefore, with this lower world, 
(to use the language of the noble Writer) are (contrary to* 
his conclusion) o/* great help to us in acquiring a better. — 
But when Christian Charity had been represented as not 
springing from Virtue, ii was no such bold abuse of the- 
public indulgence to endeavour to persuade us, that the 
Christian Faith is not founded in Argument. 

man 
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man attadhmem, a Whole, teacheth us by the ^ay 
all our joumalary duties to Particulars. 

Having thus endeavoured to explain how all the 
virtues of humanity arise, and have their source, 
from the gradual expansion of the great principle of 
Benevolence : we come» in the next place, to con- 
sider, how, in its further advances to perfection, 
RfLiGiON itself emergeth from it 

In all the objects of love and benevolence, the at- 
tractive quality is good. And this connexion being 
made by the nature and constitution of things, the 
^eater the apparent good, the stronger must thcf 
passion grow. Now when the whole human race is. 
considered by us as the object of our love ; The steps 
by which we are led to this high advance in benevo- 
lence, such as Man's origine, his common nature, 
and the dependence of the happiness of the individual 
on the species, carry us naturally higher; to seek the 
first cause of so orderly and well-regulated an 
effect. An inquiry, which terminates in the Author 
of this, and of all other good: Whom, as such, ^^e 
are forcibly drawn to pursue, and to aspire after; 
and in the contemplation of w^hose nature and attri% 
butes we find at last the supreme and liov ereioit 
GOOD : firom whence, as we say, all other good 
ariseth, and in which they are all contained He,. 
therefor^ chaHengeth our supreme and sovereign 
love J which never ceaseth to advance and enlarge 
itself, till it end in an union with him. ^ 

And thus the last great effort of bepevqlence pro- 
duceth what we call, Religion; whose end all 
Kgree to be Happiness. 
i This 
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This is the true account of the rise and progress 
of UNIVERSAL LOVE : which, as it regards num, our 
holy faith calls Chaeity ; as it regards God, 
Piety. 

But there were in the apostolic times, and will be 
in all times, a sort of men who are for catching at the 
rewards of faith without undergoing this long, but 
pleasing labour of love \ and whose frantic aim is to 
make a sacrilegious divorce between Charity and 
Piety, These men assume to themselves ^at tnerit 
in loving God, while they treat their Brother with 
contempt and cruelty. But what says the Apostle, 
in my text? Provoked at their hypocrisy, he strips 
off the mask, and brands them with the odkm% vame 
of Li ABs : a name, in Scripture language, of the most 
opprobrious import; as given to impostors of all 
kinds ; and implying in it every thing corrupt both 
in moral and religious practice. If a man (says St. 
John) say J I hoe God, and hateth his Brother , he 
is a Har: For he that Uweth not his Brother, whom 
he hath seen, haw can he hoe God, whom he hath not 
seen f The force and beauty of which reasonings 
the foregoing account, of the rise and progress of 
Benevolence, will enable us to understand. 

** You pretend, says the Aposti[e,:to/iM?^ God, diough 
you hate your Brother. Vain and fallacious I The 
love of every object begins, like all our other passions, 
fitim self-krve : Thus we love ourselves, by repre- 
sentation, in our Parents, and in our Offspring : it 
extends to our remoter relatives ; and so oa, through 
*^lhc whole vicinage, to every fellow^member of the 
Q^mmunity . And now, self-love refined by reason, 

and 
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and sublimed by virtue, l>egins to lose its nature, 
and deservedly to take another name. Our Country 
next claims our love: we then extend it to all 
Mankind ; and never rest till we have, at length, 
fixed it on the most amiable of all ot^ects, the 
gneat Author and Original of Being* 

This is the course and progress of humast love j 
gradually rising from the individual to the whole : 
as unlike, in its progress as in its purity, to the 
DIVINE BEK£VOL£NC£ ; which, in gracious md o( 
its Creatures, takes a different course : for, spring* 
ing from th^ Whole, it spreads and expands itself 
through every moral system, till it clasps and 
embraces the Individual. 

AiMi r^w (pursues the Apostle) I reason thus: 
Can yoq, mistaken man ! who are not yet arrived 
at that inferior stage of benevolence, the love of 
your Brother, whom you have seen, that is, whom 
tfie sense of mutual wants, and the experience of 
mutual relief, amongst the joint partakers of ofie 
common nature, might teach you to love, can you 
pretend to have attained tlje top and summit of this 
virtue, the love of God, whom you hctoe not seen^ 
that is, whose wonderful economy, in the system 
of creation and government, which makes him so 
amiable, you appear to have no conception of; 
You, who have not yet learnt, that your own low 
system is supported on the great principle of be- 
nevolence. Fear him, flatter him, fight for Wra, 
as you blindly dread his power, you may : But, 
to love him, as you know hot his nature, is im- 
possible." ^. 

Tliis 
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This is St. John's simple reasoning. From whence 
I conclude for the divinity of that Spirit which could 
infuse so much sublime knowledge into the pen of 
a rude unlettered fisherman. 

Nor does it less recommend the excellence of out: 
holy Religion than the wisdom of this its Minister : 
for what could give us b. higher idea of Christianity • 
than its making the love of man the previous step, 
the only way of acquiring, that happy frame of 
mind, divinely tempered with the love of God; 
which fits us for what is the end' and, completion 
of all religion, the possession of his Spirit ? 

But this doctrine, which explains the connexion 
between the love of God and mariy has still a fiirther 
use. It keeps our holy Faith pure from Supeu- 
STITION, Bigotry, and Fanaticism : the three 
worst dishonours to 'which Religion is exposed. 

1. For DIVINE LOVE thus produced, and rising 
on the knowledge of God's nature, will keep religious 
worship firee of Superstition, will preserve it 
from all barbarous and abject ceremonies ; and 
firom all. selfish and*unchari table devotioji. It will 
remove irom God's service all slavish dread of his 
anger for the neglect of actions indifferent ; and 
all childish hope of atoning for violated morality 
by the performance of others, equally indifferent. 

2. This love, standing on the foundation of 
human benevolaice, whose object is God*s rational 
creation, will exclude all the Bigotry of fake Zeal, 
which, for God's sake, is ever ready to desolate the 

eartii. 
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eftrtli. For now, no one can be so absurd to imagine, 
that the means of perfecting the fruit of faith, 
which is the love of God, is b}' shaking the root of 
eharity, benevolence to man, I am aware, how cer-^ 
tain propagators of the Faith, sometimes the despi* 
cable tools of others' impotency, but as often the 
viler slaves of their own ambition, have endeavoured 
to hide their corrupt passions under the thin cover- 
bg of a School-distinction. While they woul(jl 
persuade, us, that it is pure charity to man which 
tiius factiously engages them in, what they call the 
CAUSE OF Gob : and that what plain honest men 
style a want of Charity, when they insult the fame, 
the fortune, or the person of their Brother, is the 
very height of this princely virtue, a Charity for his 
soul — So, indeed, it may be of the Hangman's 
Charity, who waits for your Clothes. But St Johns, 
or St. Paufs, it could not be. It eould not be that 
Charity which waznot easily pr(wokedy whkhthtmght 
no e&il; bare aU things^ hoped all things^ believed 
aU things. A Chari^, which begins in candor, in- 
spires good opinion, and rests in the temporal wel* 
fare of our Brother* 

3. But the deceitfulness of the heart is ingenious 
jro expedients to elude the commandments of God. 
And when Bigotry, by its coai^ and butcherly viola- 
tions of Charity, hath sufficiently discredited its own 
measures. Fanaticism, with equal rage, though with 
somewhat a milder aspect, steps in to divest us of 
our humanity! under pretence, to assimilate it to the 
divine nature^ by annihilating all love of the Creature, 

Vol,. IX, F and 
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and resolving every other affection into the pure un- 
mixed love of God ; as if the least jwrticm of bene- 
volence, communicated to our Brother, was a rob- 
bery to our McCker. The fumes of spiritual madness 
disfible these men from seeing so far into the order 
of things as to understand, that till we can throw c^ 
the condition of related Being9j as well as the passion 
of humanity which results from it^ our fellow-crea- 
tures will always have a claim to our benevolence; 
In compassion therefore to such, Holy Scripture has* 
provided a still easier instruction than this negative 
precept of my text, by the addition of the positive 
command, That he who lov^th Goi>, love hi» 

BaOTHER ALSO^. 

Such then is the Refigbn which Jesus came into 
the world to teach. Whose foundation being laid in 
the kw of our Brother ^ provides for our peace and 
consolation here; and whose superstructure termi- 
nating in the loveafGody secures and establidies 
our happiness hereafter. 

♦ijohniv. 21, 
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THE LOVE OF GOD AND MAN. 
PnovERBs xvii. vcr. 5. 

HTHOSO MOCK£TH THE POOE REFKOACHETH HIS 
MAKER. 

/"VF all the truths, fix the direction of our conduct^ 
^^, with which this royal treasury of ancient wis- 
dom abounds, there is none AiUer either of prditable 
use or profound science than this contained in my 
text ; which so severely censures all expressions of 
contempt towards those whom Providence has 
thrown below us on the distressful stage of human 
life. 

And, as we must first clear our corrupt nature 
{rcrnn this tankness, beforj3 we can attempt to cultivate 
tbaiimmor^ amarant of Paradise, Christian love 
and benevolence ; it may not be improper to shew 
the reason apd explain ibe use of the vise ma^'s 
divine ^pho^kv^,JVhose mooketh the Poer reproaclH 
eth his Maker. As much as to say, "He who 
nmfeetb this Poor the object of huf contempl and 
ndieule, oniacboiint of Uiese disa8!tpau»<»roiimstances 

F a which 
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iihich attend the. want of the goods of fortune^ 
tacitly condemns and reproaches the wise and 
gracious order of Providence." 

But it may not be amiss, pteviously to consider. 
In what state it is, that man becomes the object of 
this criminal mockery to hi^ feUow^creature. It id 
plain, it cannot be in that where he lives uncivilized. 
For there, the distinctions between kich and Fdoa, 
whereon the inssolence of wealth formeth those 
odious comparisons, which conclude in the contempt 
of pequry, have hardly any place; that sordid 
condition, which, now contrasted to pomp and gran* 
deur, is become the subject of opulent scorn, being 
there so general as to admit no room for an 
unfavourable distinction : But, an universal pariQr, 
like darkness, blots out all difference between 
honourable and mean. Nay, should the civilized 
beholder be disposed to regard with contempt the 
wants and miseries of this state, it would not be 
the criminal contempt forbidden in my text : because 
the state of nature is not that in which Providence 
intended we should ranain ; as appears by tlie large 
assistance imparted to us, to free ourselves from the 
distres^s of it So that if, by a shameful indolence, 
man should neglect to improve those advantages/ 
the sordid circumstances, inseparable from an un« 
civilized condition, would have no claim to bcf 
exempted from scorn and mockery: and, conse* 
quently, however Charitt mfgbt soffi^r, J^iio^ 
viDENCE was not insulted* 

It is only in Society, therefore^ that the Poor 
become siibject to this outrage. And^ in thi$ state 
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only, the outrage becomes impiety. For Civil 
regimen, by inventing and improving the accom'< 
modations of life, and "by securing, to the owner, 
what is so invented and improved, changeth the 
natural equality of conditions amongst men ; and 
Hitroduceth that invidious distinolion of Poor and 
Rich ; made far more bitter from the insolence 
of Wealth, than the envious Iragings of Poverty. 
For it is the vicious caprice of Riches to be impatient 
under a rivalship in the advantages of fortune, and 
yet, at the same time, insensible to the distresses, 
and contemptuous to the condition of those who 
have never striven with them for any of those 
advantages. 

So that there is no circumstance in the distresses 
of want, but what insulting wealth can make the 
subject of its mockery. To some, their narrow 
Minds, their gross conceptions, their unimproved ' 
talents, are fruitful sources of contempt and merri'^ 
meht Others, who cannot rise so high in thehr 
discoveries, can yet find matter of mirth in their 
impropriety of phrase, their unpolished mannerSi 
their ill air, and unformed figure. Nay fo such 
excess of corruption have unblest Riches brought 
their possessors, that s6me can make that very 
soRDiD^Ess itself, that miserable cloathing of 
poverty, a subject for their scorn and ridicule. So 
that whether it be for want of tiiose advantages 
of mind and person ^hich their poverty disabled 
them from procuring^ or whether it be for that 
very poverty itself, they are sure never to escape 
the inhumanity of unfeeling wealths 
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But how highly criminal these insuUs are, my. 
t»xt now leads roe to consider. 

As Society is the only means of procuring the 
accommodations, and presendng the dignityy of our 
animal and reasonable nature ; and as this nat^ire 
is endowed with appetites and qualities which make 
it seek, and fit it for Society ; We must needs 
conclude. Society to be, what Scripture informs us 
it is, THE Ordinance of God. Now it is esseidial 
to this Society, that the goods of fortune be unequally 
distributed ; To the end, that some be goaded on by 
want to seek their relief in new inventions and 
improvements, which, tending to the better com* 
modity of life, are objective to the public good ; 
and ti;iat others be enabled by abundance, and 
dkposed by the love of ease and pleasure, to 
promote and encourage those endeavours. For 
were the goods of fortune to be equally divided, 
siich a distribution would soon, return us to the 
state of unimproved nature, by taking off thos« 
spurs to industry, the rewards attending the improve** 
^ ments o£ social life. 

Agilin, as an unequal distribution was required 
to answer the ends of civil community, so the 
various tempers, talents, and appetites of wen were 
admirably fitted to introduce, a^d framed to per^ 
petuate this inequality. 

. Hence, we conclude, That these different stations 
in Society were marked out and disposed by the 
peculiar ordinance of Providence : For He, who 
decrees the end, must needs be supposed to dire^ 
the means conducive to it. 
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. Bat admitting this to be the case, it must needs 
follow, that he who makes any of these conditions of 
life the subject of his scorn and mockery^ reproaches 
the justice and goodness of the Director of the 
system. For that man can never be said to be 
treated with a common degree of goodness, wlio is 
thrust into such a station as niakes him the object 
of reasonable contempt to his fellow-creature ; a 
creature of the same species, and who has no 
imaginable pretensions to better treatment from the 
justice of their common Master. 

We must needs, therefore, subscribe to the doc- 
trine of the text, That no greater insult can be 
offered to the wisdom, the justice, or the goodness 
of God, than by looking down with despite ftnd 
mockery on the poverty of ^our distressed Brethren. 

Yet vile as this mockery is, the frequent practice 
hath made it so unheeded, that we see it committed 
daily without suffering ourselves to be affected 
with that aversion and abhorrence, so justly due 
imto it Hence the serious admonition of the wist 
man; who, the better to assist our hilmanity in the 
free exercise of its natural feelings, awakens religion, 
by branding the vice as an impiety : in every 
deliberate act of which is comprised all that is most 
criminal m our degenerate and corrupt nature* 

This species of impiety in particular, contains 
the basest ii^gratitude towards God, and inhu- 
man itt to our Brother : Which, mcluding the 
violation of all our relations as reasonable creatarfes^ 
sinks us below the very beasts themselves. 

F 4 AnjJ 



Digitized by 



Google 



73 SERMON IV- 

And can there be a worse ingratitude towards the 
great Disposer of all things, than for man to make 
any station in Society the object of his contempt? ~ 
Society, which God himself ordained for the ad* 
vancement of human happiness! and which can be 
only procured by means of those various de^ees and 
subordinations, productive of that condition^ which 
we impiously make the matter of our scorn. Is this 
a fitting return for the care and kindhess of that 
Master, who drew us from a state of savages, who 
led us to a life of civility, and hath put it in our 
power to improve the blessings of. Providence, and 
the endowments of reason^ most suitably to the 
dignity of our nature ! 

We may reflect, likewise, that we, who thus ofiend, 
do by the peculiar indulgence of Heaven, reap all 
the benefit of Society ; while those we injure are so- 
circumstanced as to bear all the inclemencies and 
hardships of it ; a burthen, which weighs the heavier 
on them, as it is borne alone. And yet if we look 
into ourselves and them, iand compare what we find 
on either part^ we shall discover nothing which could 
dispose ^e righteous Judge of all the earth to 
decree a state of ease and affluence for us, and con- 
demn them to indigence and labour. Nay, .were we 
not blinded by self-love, we should soon find, in this 
despised quarter, men whose understandings and 
honesty, whose piety and diligence, whose care an<i 
affection for their families, whose conscientious 
submission and obedience to authority, might well 
enable them to dispute, and qualify them to carry 
the station of honour^ firom their Betters. 

But 
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But how detestable must this ingratitude appear, 
M'hen we reflect further. That these low stations, the 
object of our scorn, were ordaioed for no other civil 
purpose than to support us in that distinction.of 
abundance, from the wanton abuse of which arises 
all this guilt of contempt which so justly subjects tl^ 
offender to God s righteous judgment So that we 
carry our impiety to such a height, when we ^mck 
the poovy that we even reproach our Maker witli the 
very blessings whidi, at th^ expence, he heaps upon 
pursdves. 

And this leads me to the second point, the inhu- 
manity to our Brethren. Indeed the very con- 
siderations, which upbraid our ingratitude to our 
Maker y expose our inhumanity to the Foor. For 
can any thing be more inhumane than, when the 
stations of Society are thus necessarily unequal, and 
wh^n Providence has thrown our lot amongst tlie 
feiiir who reap in ease the accommodations of it, at 
the expence of multitudes, who had as good a claipi 
to that distinction ; Can any thing, I say, be more 
inhumane than to treat their less happy condition 
with outrage and contempt? A condition, from whidi 
no superiority of natiu-e^ no advantage of intellectual, 
or merit of moral endowments, nothing but thci 
established order of things^ hath exempted us, or 
subjected them. 

If to this, we add (aahath been just observedX 
that their low condition was establbhed to support us 
in the proud distinction of abundance, it must greatly 
inflame our guilty and increase our confusion. Eg^ 
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to the Poor it is, that we arc immediately, knd almost 
solely, indebted for every, ad vantage of ease and 
pleasure, which improved and refined society affords 
(advantages which we are but too apt to esteem the 
principal blessings of society); it being by their in- 
cessant toil that the elegancies of polite and fashion- 
able life are procured for us. While all the reward 
They have, for becoming benefactoi^ to the Great and 
Wealthy, is but the hard and scanty sustenance of a 
miserable Being. A Being only less miserable thati 
That, which the insolent Rich-man himself must have 
been content to drag, in a life unassisted by the sweat 
and ingenuity of the Labourer and Artificer. For 
were it not for the incessant drudgery of the Poor, 
we should soon be brought back again, even amidst 
our largest accumulations of fortune, to a condition 
of distress which would soon wipe out all that odious 
circumstance of insolent comparison, from whence 
arises this mean, this vile, this unmanly contempt for 
the lower stations of our fellow- citizens. 

But what is alone sufficient to strike us witii horror 
«t so wretched an inhumanity, is the consideration 
of those numerous disorders of body, those Maladies, 
to which a restless application of all their faculties 
for the supplial of our imaginaiy, and therefore 
endless wants, perpetually subjects tiie industrious 
Poor. How, by toiling in pursuit of coramoditie?, 
they themselves are never to enjoy. Some are 
confined to the *pestilentid damps of mines; and 
Others. exposed to the rage of elementary, and solar 
fires : These doomed to struggle with the various 
inclemencies of distempered air: and^ Those, to^ 
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imdergo the rotten vapours of fenny waters, oi the 
corrosive humidity of the ocean : Here a too sedeii* 
tary occupation viciates the torpid fluids : and thet^, 
a too violent desti^oys the overstretched tone of tha 
solids : The baleful materials employed, or worked 
upon, d||to strike the artist with acute distempers ; 
and the manner or method of working as often 
, draws on chronical : so that the shop of the artificer 
may be truly called the Warehouse of Death. The 
maladies, which swarm so thick and constant in it, 
have even afforded matter for the charitable ^^hy* 
sician to compose distinct works oF tlie Diseases of 
Artykers * : Where we find tiie distempers of 
each Labourer to be as numerous as the Tools he 
works with ; and as peculiar as the materials be 
employs. 

Such then is the nature oi the crime so severely 
condemned in my text ; and such the circumstances 
which so deeply aggravate it. The serious con- 
idderation of these thbgs will be abundantly sufficient 
to confound the pride of Opulence^ and shame tbt 
Rich man into those duties to God and lus Brother, 
which his Station more indispensably requires ; 
that very circumstance which, to the dishonour of 
human nature, he hath suffered to mislead him into 
so scandalous a violation of both. 

This salutary humiliation will lead him easily back 
into the road of Piety and Charit3^ He will gro^ 
warm with gratitude to his Maker ^ and soften wi A 

* Bemaxdini Ramazini De morbis Artificuni. 
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conripassion fo^ his brother. But gratitude and 
compassion, ^vkich stop at acknowledgments and 
commiseration, are as great an insult on God and 
Man, as that more open mockery condemned in 
my text. 

The only acceptable way, of testifyili|;our re- 
pentance, in an impious age so forward to cavil at 
the ordinance of Providence, is to discharge those 
duties which have a natural. tendency to vindicate 
its ways. God hath given us every encouragement^ 
to perform them. He hath put it in the power even 
of miserable man, and how great is that honour i to 
justify the economy of his system : For the faith- 
fill discharge of what our various relations to our 
Fellow-creatures require of us, will repair all those 
deformities of defect and excess, which nature or 
fortune is for ever casting over the fair face of 
Creation. For what is it (in the opinion of impious 
men) that so greatly discredits the dispensations of 
providence, but that state of misery to which the 
bulk of mankind is condemned, in order to si^port 
tiie Few in the full tide of wantonness and riot ? 
Would the Rich once begin to think themselves the 
dispensators of Providence for tlie Poor, Impiety 
would soon be forced to confess, tliat the goods of 
fortune, thou^ unequally divided, were yet wisely and 
graciously administered : All men would see, that the 
pouring down wealth on high stations was only a 
sacred deposite to supply the wants and distresses of 
the low : Wants very wisely imposed, as a necessary 
means of producing those accommodations which 
Man's improved nature indispensably requires. 

This, 
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This, and this only, can atone for the enormity 
condemned in my text This will support tht 
Order, and is consequently the best vindication of 
the Economy, of Providence ; which wants nothir^ 
to render it as respectable to the world, as it is 
illustrious in itself, but this reasonable compliance 
to the common dictates of Humanity and Religton. 
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THE CHARACTER AND OFFICE OF THE 
MESSIAH. 

1 Cor. i. 30. 

{£aU3< CitHIST, WHO OF QOD 18 HADC UNTO 
VB WISDOM, AND RIGHT EOUSNESS, AND 8ANC« 
TIWCATIQN, AND RSQE^MPTION. 

IN these memorable words, the Apostle, PauU 
hath given u& a full and exact Character of the 
Personage of the holy Jesus, and of the nature of 
that Bieli^on he was sent to propagate amongst 
Jdea. 

Wisdom andRighteoumess^cnhe a Messenger 
sent from God with the publication of the eternal 
law of Truth and Right: and Sanctification and 
Keden^ion denote liie Messiah foretold, who wa» 
ty> atone for man's transgreasionsi and to restore 
lum to his lost Inheritance* 

These two important matters^ the first of which 
respects the worker ; and the second, his work ; 
I propose tQ ma)i:€^ the subject of the following 
Pi^ourse, 
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!• The Jews, at the tkne of Christ*8 advent, were 
in full expectation of their long promised Messiah* 
So that St. John tells us, the multitude on their being 
miraculously fed by Jesus, cried out, t/^ is of a truth 
that Prophet that should come into the world ^. 
And mdeed, this judgment was such a one as the 
People are generally wont to pass; crude, undigested, 
and made up of a mixture of truth and falsehood. 
It was true, and they argued rightly, that tlie 
worker of this miracle was a Prophet sent from 
God. But it was false, and they were too hasty 
in concluding, that This was the proper proof of h^ 
being the Prophet foretold in their sacred 
volumes. For though one of the marks of thit 
Prophet (as it must be one of every messenger sent 
immediately from God), was the working Miracles ; 
yet there were njany other circumstances, respecting 
both his time and« person, which were to unite in 
tliat Character, before he could be swd, to be, of a 
truth, that Prophet that should come into the world. 

This, therefore, on the whole« must pass for a 
popular prejudice in favour of the Son of God ; but 
yet a Prejudice : Less unreasonable, indeed, than 
many, they presumed to entertain against him : As 
when tiiey thought an idle Proverb sufficient to 
controvert the strongest evidence of his Messiah- 
character. Canany thing goodcome out of Nazareth^ 
saith Natiianael, an Israelite in whom there was no 
guile t) but, as appears from hence, a great deal 
of foolish prejudice. 

♦ Chap. vi. 14. t Jpl^A i. 46, 47. 
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The two great Prophets of God, placed by him 
at the head of each of his Dispensations, were 
Moses and Jesus. In this they differed, that 
Moses bore the simple Character of a divine 
MESSENGER ; Jcsus, the more complex one of a 

DIVINE MESSENGER FORETOLD. For, thoUgh the 

deliverance of the seed of Abraham was predicted 
in the sacred records along witli tlie deliverance of the 
seed of Adam ; yet as the first was only a type and 
prelude of the other ; it was not Moses the deliverer 
of the Jews, but Jesus the deliverer of mankind, the 
finisher of God's great work of redemption, who 
iiad the distinguished honour of being foretold ; at 
well by intimation in a mysterious ritual, as by a 
more open declaration in the oracles of the Law and 
the Prophetip. 

However, the preliminary gi*ound of credence wa# 
the same, in both ; namely, that the doctrines they 
taught were worthy of God. This worth consists io 
their Truth, and in their Importance. 

I. No falsehood can issue from the fountain of 
Truth. Whatever therefore pretends to come from 
God, which contradicts our common notions of hii^ 
Being and attributes, must of necessity be condemned 
for an imposture, notwithstanding any appearance of 
extraordinary power in the propagator of such doc- 
trines. And should an imposture happen to be at- 
tended with these circumstances of power, it could 
not be fairly deemed an imputation on God's good- 
ness, since the Holy Spirit hath foretold, that de- 
ceivers should come with lying miracles, almost 

Vol. IX. G of 
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offeree to draw aside the Dery elect themselves \ and 
since against the illusions of these deceivers, God 
hath given us so sure a test and criterion as are the 
common notions concerning his Being and At- 
tributes. 

2. Nor is its in the second place, a sufficient ground 
of credence, that what is thus taught be simply true. 
It must be truth of importance. Such as in its in>* 
mediate tendency respects the ^(M>^o^;;2^7n, and in 
its ultimate, the glory of God. These are the neces- 
sary qualities of such doctrines as we esteem 
WORTHT the extraordinary |)atronage of Heaven. 

This then, may be called tlie preliminary ground 
df Credence, but not the Credential itself. An 
important Truth is indeed worthy of God. But 
neither the Truth, nor the importance of it, shews 
that it had God for its immediate Author. Because 
Itris impossible to measure the bounds of human 
capacity, or to ascertain what progress an improved 
understanding may make in the discovery of divine 
and moral truths. We have been told indeed, but 
by men of no great authority, " That the proper 
credentials of a divine mission are the truth and 
importance of the doctrine proposed." But in this, 
ihey are neither ingenuous nor serious^ They hold 
no extraordinary Revelation at all. So that this isf 
only one of their disguised sentences : which, 
like most others from the same quarter, is conveyed 
under an equivocal expression, conl^unding common 
speech, and making truth and divine trutk 
the same thing. 

The 
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^The proper Credential, therefore, of a Messenger 
from God is the power of working miracles. 
A sort of evidence fitted to the capacity of all men. 
For the difference between true and false miracles, 
that is, between what we should admit and what w« 
should reject, does not consist in the first's being 
the finger of God ; and the other, the opemtion of 
a finite Being : for then, man, who knows so little of 
the material and intellectual world, would have no 
criterion to distinguish between the true and false : 
But the difference consists in this. That true mi- 
racles are such as are worked in confirmation of 
doctrines worthy of God ; and false, such as aim to 
support doctrines unworthy of him* Our security 
for the first conclusi<Hi is the goodness and justice 
of God, which will never suffer us (I do not mean 
the goodm distinction to the bad^ which is a low and 
foreign consideration, but mankind in general), to 
be brought into a situation Where no human means -^ 
can be found to prevent our falling into error. Our ^ 
security for the second, is the certainty that immcwral 
doctrines could never come from God; and the 
uncertainty what power other agents may have to 
produce appearances contrary to the common jcourse 
of nature. 

Thb seems to be the true notion of a Miracle, 
as it subjects all which pretend to that character, to 
the decision of human judgment ; every man being 
able to distinguish between what is dotie in confirma- 
tion of doctrines worthy of God, and what is done 
to support docti*)nes unworthy of him". As on the 
Other* hand, that which defines a Miracle to be 
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the immediate work of God, must need? be 
a false notion of it, because it would render the 
Credential of Miracles an insufficient security, by 
reducing us to an inability of distinguishing between 
the true and the false. 

On the whole, then, we conclude, that Miracles 
are the full Credential of a simple Messenger 
from God ; such as we suppose Moses to be. 

But, now, something more is necessary to establish 
the complicated Character of a Messenger for£7 
TOLD, such a one as Jesus challenged to himself. 

It is not enough for such a Character that he 
works the most amazing Miracles ; unless, at the 
same time, he be found to have those various marks 
upon him which belong to the Messenger foretold. 
For having assumed both parts of the prophetic 
Character, and united them in his own person, he 
is no longer at liberty to disjoin and prove them 
singly : so as that, when by miracles he hath esta- 
blished the Character of a divine Messenger, this 
will remain unshaken, though be should fail in 
provbg himself, by other evidence, the Messenger 
foretold. For not only all falsehood is incongruous 
to a divine mbsion, but is dissociable with all truth. 
Whatever su|fematural evidence, therefore, is pro- 
duced by such a personage, comes in equally in 
attestation of botli parts of his Character; and if it 
fail in one, cannot be made to support the other. 

Now Miracles, can be no proof of his being the 
Messenger foretold, when his person, actions, and 
fortunes agree not, in all circumstances, with the 
prophetic descriptions of that Messenger. • For 
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Miracles cannot change times and places ; or make 
that to be, which is not, and that not to be, which is. 

From hence, tlierefore, we draw this second 
conclusion, *• that Miracles were- not the full, or 
only, Credentials of Jesus, who was a Messenger 
foretold." There needed another kind of evidence 
to establish his pretlsnsions : and that was, that 
he exactly answered to the description of the pre- 
dicted Messiah, or, in other words, tliat he 
accomplished the Prophecies concerning him. And 
this we say he did in the au^plest manner. 

But now it may be asked, " Were his Miracles 
of no use to establish his Messiah-Character?'* 

The answer will lead us to tlie second part of 
what we are to speak to : The nature of those 
ancient prophecies which foretell the promised 
Messiah of the Je^. 

We have observed that the office of this Messiah 
was to compleat and perfect God's great work of 
Redemption ; to which, all his various dispensa- 
tions to mankind were directed. As therefore Jesus 
was the finisher of the whole economy, it is natural 
to suppose that neither the worker nor bis m ork 
would be forgotten under any of those dispensations. 
This is indeed the fact : He is remembered under 
all of them, though in a manner conformable to 
the specific nature of each. Thu3, when he is 
reveatedr to. Adam, the representative pf humaji 
kind, he is spoken of as the destroyer of their 
spiritual enemy who should bruise the head of the 
Serpent * ; when promised to the Patriarchal family, 

* Gen. ill. 151 
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he is represented as the glory and blessing of their 
Race, the Shilohy to whom should be the gathering 
of the people *. And when to the Mosaic Republic ; 
as a Prophet and Lawgiver Hke to its first founder f . 
So that in all these graphical descriptions, though 
the drawing was the same, yet as the colouring was 
different, this would be one source of obscurity. 

Again, as each dispensation was preparatory to^ 
what succeeded, the relation between the type and 
antitype occasioned the prophecies concerning the 
succeeding dispensation to be intermixed with Others 
respecting the fortunes of the present. Thus, for 
instance, the spiritual victories of the Messiah are 
intermixed with the temporal deliverances atchieved 
under the Jewish Leaders. And this is another 
source of obscurity. 

Lastly, the Christian Dispeni^ation is in its nature 
entirely opposite to the Jewish ; and yet the pro- 
phetic account of it is conveyed under ideas altogether 
appropriate to the Law. But this, by the wisest de* 
signation of Providence. One important part of 
Jesus' his office was to break down the partition- wall 
between J^ws and Gpntiles, to extend, the privilege 
of being the select people of God to all the race of 
Adam, to free his countrymen from the bondage of 
the ceremonial Law, to teach all men the worship 
of God in spirit and in truth ; in a word, to change 
temporal blessings into eternal. But, at the time of 
makin<y those predictions, the Mosaic system had 
not run out half its course : and so was not to ht 

* Gen. xlix. lo. f Deut. xviii. 15^ 
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exposed to popular contempt by an information that 
it was only the harsh rudiment of one more easy an(j 
perfect. Now. an exact and plain description of th^ 
Messiah's office, which would have told the people 
this secret, must needs have indisposed them to th$ 
reverence due to their Law. A mysterious repose, 
therefore, was to be cast over these living Oracles, 
which should present no more to the dull conception! 
of the People, than a large increase of blessings, to 
be procured in the age to comey by some mighty 
Deliverer. And* the expedients employed for this 
purpose bear the clearest marl^s of the divinity of 
their Author. 

The first was in the Expression ; by represent- 
ing those spiritual blessing figuratively, under th^ 
carnal terms of the Law. Civil peace, national 
triumphs, and worldly plenty, to denote religious 
rectitude, victory over sin and death, wd lai^e ef* 
fusion of the Holy Spirit. 

The second expedient was in the Sense. For it 
being necessary to the carrying on the general scheme 
of Providence, of which the Mosaic institution made 
«o considerable a part, that the various fortunes and 
illustrious deliverers under this dispensation should^ 
from time to time, be foretold for the consolation of 
those to whom the prophecy was delivered ; and for 
the trust and confidence of posterity which should 
see it fulfilled ; for this end, I say, the Holy Spirit 
made use of these intermediate events for types and 
symbols of the sufferings and victories of the Messiah, 
the final object of Prophecy. This all- wise contrivance 
of Providence produced what Divines call the 
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3EC0NPAKT SENSE OF pROPHECY*, And of thlS 

species is the body of those predictions which relate 
to the Messiah. 

These two expedients therefore are another source 
of mysterious obscurity. 

What now arc the inferences which must be drawn 
from the NATURE of ancient Prophecy, as here 
explained? They are these ; 

1 . That the only reasonable way of establishing 
the evidence rising from it, is to set the various pre* 
dictions together, to compare them with one another, 
and to Ulustrate what is obscure in this Prophecy 
with what is clear in that ; to reconcile the seeming 
discordancy in particular parts by the order, union, 
and harmony which results from the general ^cono-^ 
my of the whole, 

2. The second inference is, that even after all the 
advantages gained by the use of this method, tliere 
will still remain many obscurities in particular pro* 
phecies, which human wit alone will never be able 
to remove or clear up. 

But, ii) contradiction to the first inference, we 
have been lately told, *' That Prophecies are to be 
considered and inforced like Miracles, singly and 
independently, as sp many distinct arguments : and 
that to consider them m a chain, and as having a 
fputjual connexion with one another, is a fandful stnd 

^ See Div, Leg. Book yi^ sect. 6. 
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romantic system, which deserts the foundation laid 
hy the Evangelists for their explanation */* 

But the Objector seems not sufficiently to have 
considered the very (iififerent natures of these two 
extraordinary interpositions of Providence, in support 
of its dispensations, Miracles and Prophecies. 

Single Miracles refer to no Whole or System. 
Each is independent of miother, "and hath its own 
entire evidence in itself. If we consider a miracle, as 
in the object of the perfonner, it is simply the creden- 
tial to a divine mission : if we consider it as directed 
to its subject, it is a display of the wisdom, the justice, 
or the goodness of that Being by whose powernt is 
performed. And in either case, it carries its evi- 
dence along with it, and receives no aid or addition 
from without. Indeed, it would be absurd to seek 
it in any other place. For, put the miracles as near 
together as you will, and embody them as closely as 
you can, the stronger will give no support to the , 
weaker. When Jesus rebuked f the winds and the 
waves, and a calm ensued ; If any one should pre- 

* — " The Evaugelists applied them [the Prophecies! 
** singly and independently on each other, to this or that 
*' occasion, as so many different arguments for the gene- 
" ral truth of the Gospel. — He [the Bp. of L.] seems to 
^' have rejected the whole evidence of Prophecy as it was 
*' understood and applied by the Apostles and Evau- 
^* gelists ; and to have substituted^ in its place, a romantic 
" system or fanciful chain of antediluvian Predictions/'— 
Dr. Middletpn's Examinatign of the Bp. of London'^ 
Discourse concerning the use and intent of Prophecy, 

PP- 5. 8» 

f Matth, viii. 26. 
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lendy that the quiet naturally followed the emotion, 
and was not the immediate effect of divine power^ 
the urging his walk upon the Sea* would not 
remove the objection. So again, when Peter t 
raised Dorcas from the dead,- Should an unbeliever 
say, she was only in a swoon, the urging the restora- 
tion of Lazarus, after he had been dead four days J, 
would hardly silence the cavil. The reason is plain, 
and the same in both cases. The similar Miracles 
had no dependance on one another. 

The Prophecies on the contrary, though, like 
the Miracles, they may be considered singly and 
apart ; and the peculiar object of many of them be 
clearly fixed from their own evidence ; yet the truth 
of the greater part, and the fullest conviction in all^ 
arise from their being seen in one view, and con* 
sidered as a dependent, connected, and entire 
Whole ; because the general object of all is one 
compleat Dispensation, consisting of various and 
subordinate parts, which reflect mutual light and add 
.mutual lustre to one another. Hence the clearer 
Prophecies must always communicate of their 
evidence to the more obscure. Thus if any one 
should doubt over what part of Gods moral dis- 
pensation the Messiah should reign, whether the 
Jewish or Evangelic, when he is prophesied of in 
the words — Vet have I set my King up(m my holy 
Hill of Zion^'y he may be fully satisfied by the 
Prophecy of Jeremiah: Behold the day is come, 
saith the Lord, that I will make a new Covenaxy 



* Matth. xiv. 26; f Acts ix, 41 . 

\ John xi. 39. ^ Psalm ii. 6. 
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with the house of Israel^ not according to the 

covenant that I made with their Fathers^ Sfc. 

But — / mil put my Law into theib inward 
PARTS, and write it in their Hearts*. 

And the reason of .this difference is evident ; TTie 
subject of prophedes is one; and the subject of 
miracles are many. 

In opposition therefore to so plain a truth, it 
would be idle to tell us, " That Jesus and hb 
Disciples employed the Prophecies singly and in- 
dependently on each other, to this or that occasion, 
as so many different arguments for the general truth 
of the Gospel." We own they may be thus employed : 
and when they are so, they are considered under 
the nature of Miracles, and urged, as the objector 
well expresses it, for the general truth of theGospeL 
But what then ? If, because there are some prophecies 
plain and clear enough to stand alone,- on the prin- 
ciples of those to whom they were addressed, and 
therefore the Evangelists have put them into that 
position ; must the dark and obscure ones, which 
require the aid of others to support them, be treated 
in the same manner ? Are we not rather to conclude 
that their different circumstances require a different 
management? This is so far from deserting the 
foundation of the Evangelists f, that it is pro-* 
secuting divine knowledge upon the same principles* 

♦ Chap. xxxi. 31, 

f ** It is certain there was no occasion to desert that 
" foundation which the Evangelists had laid, and to 
*' take refuge in a precarious system/* Exam, of the 
Bp. of Loud. p. 24. . 

These 
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These very Evangelists employ single maxims of 
morality, independent on each other. But is this any 
proof that there is no system of morals : Or that 
our urging those truths systematically, and under 
all their dependencies, which the Evanqdists pro- 
posed singly and without connexion, is a desertitig 
the foundations of the Gospel ? 

Would you have the whole truth ? it is this : The 
fittest way of conveying instruction to the People, 
whether prophetical or moral, was to urge their 
verities singly and independently. For long deduc- 
tions and chains of reasoning were unsuitable to the 
capacities of those with whom Jesus and his disciples 
were concerned. But systematical and political 
jDivines (as they are here called) were engaged with 
Philosophers and Free-thinkers. And tlie fittest 
way of urging Prophecies and moral truths to such, 
was to propose them systematically and in a chain. 
For it had been pretended that certain Scripture- 
prophecies have no support from fact; and that 
certain Gospel-precepts have no foundation in 
reason. 

n. We cqme now to the second consequence result- 
from the nature of Prophecy. And this is, that there 
will be still many difficulties in particular Prophecies, 
which mere human wit, with all the assistance of 
science, will never be able to remove. 

And here comes in the answer which we promised 
to give to the question *' concerning the use of Mi- 
racles to establish the Messiah^Character. "* 

And 
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And this we shall venture to make in the affir- 
mative ; and to declare, that tliey are of great use. * 

It hath been already observed, that no miracles 
are sufficient to prove those Prophecies to relate to 
Jesus, which, on the logical rules of interpretatioiit 
can be plainly shewn to relate only to another : be^ 
cause Miracles cannot make that 4:o be tru«, which 

is false. 

But the conclusion is very different in matters 
which human wisdom must leave for ever in doubt; 
and which, on account of the obscure delivery 
of the Prophecy^ Reason finds itself unable 
to resolve. In this case, the word of an infallible 
Interpreter (and such we must esteem him who is en- 
dowed with the power that Jesus -exercised) hath alt 
the authority requisite to. decide in doubtful ques- 
tions. Human wisdom cannot resolve which of two 
things was in the Speaker's meaning: but the wis- 
dom residing in that Agent, to whom God hath im- 
parted the knowledge of all divine mysteries, can 
resolve it; and the Miracles of Jesus shew that this 
knowledge was communicated to him. 

And Authority hath here the force of the most 
4»nvincing evidence- Common reason, in the af- 
fairs of civil life, hath always directed men to the 
like solution. In all their doubts they have recourse 
to superior wisdom. On this, they regulate their 
conduct, and rest satisfied in the security of itrf de- 
cision. The Authority in question, to fix the sense 
of doubtful Prophecies, diffisrs only in this, that 
the evidence of the resolved truth is unspeakably 
greater, as divine wisdom exceeds human. 

And 
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And we have the same security (infinite Good- 
ness), that we shall be kept from error, when Mi- 
racles are employed to fix the sense of doubtful 
Prophecies, as when more generally applied to 
support the character of a divine Messenger. 
Miracles being a species of evidence which reason 
directs us to confide in, as well in one case as in 
the other. 

With regard therefore to Prophecies thus circum- 
stanced, we say, that the authority of a worker of 
miracles may be fitly applied to shew, that he is of a 
truth thai Prophet that should come into the world* 

So that we see, licentious writers, from Porphyry 
down to Collins, have misemployed their pains in 
proving, ^' That the Prophecies which are said to 
concern the Messiah are so indeterminate, that on 
the common rules of interpretation, we can never apply 
them with certainty rather to him than to any other 
Jewish Deliverer." For w^ it true, as it certainly 
is not, all that could be inferred from thence is only 
this, That such Prophecies conclude nothing in fa- 
vour of a particular application, till the obscurities, 
arising from the intermediate manner in which they 
are delivered, be removed. There are some ob- 
scurities which no human lights jcan penetrate, but 
there are none so impervious but must give way to 
the divine. 

It is the proper resort, therefore, of superior wis- 
dom to decide this doubtful question, and tell us, 
to whom such Prophecies belong. 

And must not He, who inspired the Oracle, know 
of whom he made the prediction? For it was the 

1 7 same 
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same spirit who cast a mysterious veil over Truth in 
the Jewish Prophecies, and became manifest in the 
Christian Miracles. Thus much these licentious 
writers themselves will be forced to own, while they 
reason, as they do here, on the supposition of real 
Prophecies, and only pretend to bring in questicwi 
iheir received meaning. 

On the wlK)le, therefore, we conclude, That to 
clear up doubtful Prophecies by ^^e application of 
Mirades, is a species of evidence which determines 
the judgment with as perfect assurance as if ttie pre- 
diction had been conceived in the plainest terms of 
grammar, and in the directest propositions of lo^c. 
But the mistake lay here, The demies of our 
Faith saw clearly enough that Miracles could not 
establish a sense of Prophecies in opposition to all 
human rules of interpretation ; and therefore con- 
cluded that Miracles had no influence on Prophecy 
at all. i,This was too hasty. They saw in- what case 
the authority of Miracles was excluded ; but they 
would not see where it came in ; and so, because a 
Miracle could not do every thing in establishing the 
Messiah- character, they would suffer it to do 
nothing. 

But let us leave the perversity of men, to adore 
the good Providence of God ; whose Power, in th% 
use of Miracles, is so admirably fittfCd to supply and 
dear up the defects and obscurities, which his 
Wisdom suffered to remain in tlie Prophecies. 

II. Having explained and vindicated the Charac- 
ter of tliis last great Messenger of God ; the subject 

leads 
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leads me to consider the nature and genius of the 
Religion he was sent to propagate amongst men. 
So that having seen the Truth of his mission, we 
may now understand the Use and Necessity of 
his Work. 

St. Paul, in the words of my text, hath marked 
out those essential, qualities which distinguish the 
Character and Office of Jesus from all other, 
whether true or pretended, Messengers from God*. 
Jesus Christy says he, is ifiade unto us Wisdom^ and 
RighteousnesSy and Santification, and Redemption. 
Now as this was addressed both to the Gentile and 
Jewish converts in tbe Church of Corinth, it is con- 
trived to shew, in one view, how Christianity hath 
reformed the depravities of Paganism, and sup- 
plied the deficiencies of the Law. 

This beautiful summary of Gospel-blessings (for 
now we turn from the Worker to his work) is so ' 
artfully adapted to the Writer's views and purposes, 
as will deserve a particular explanation. 

And here let me previously observe, That though 
the TVisdom and RighteousnesSy — the Sanctificatian 
and Redemption^ here mentioned, be each respective 
to the whole race of mankind; yet the Gentiles 
are more particularly concerned in the Wisdom and 
Righteousness; and tlie JEWsin the Sancti- 
FiCATiON and Redemption. In explaining, there- 
fore, these four essential offices in the Messiah*' 
character, I shall consider each of them as referrincr 
distinctly and particularly to the One or other of 
these two great divisions of the* religious world. 

I. AndL 
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L And first» concernmg the reformation of the 
Gentiles, by Gospel Wisdom and Rigkteoumess. 
I . Jesus Christy saith the Apostle, is made unto us. 
Wisdom. That is, He was made Wisdom unto the 
Gentile world by instructing it in the knowledge of 
the true God ; his nature and attributes : And by 
explaining the relation in wbidi man stands to his 
Mak^. A Wisdom, which, at this time, the Gen- 
tiles greatly wanted : most of them being destitute 
of that knowledge ; and all, without exception, ig* 
norant of that relation* 

The early descendants of Noah soon lost the re- 
vealed knowledge of their Creator. Which though 
indeed revived by an extraordinary dispensation of 
Providence, was however confined within the gates 
of a single family : While the rest of mankind, partly 
by too great a confidence in that unfaithfiil guardian 
of TruUi, Tradition ; and partly from too little 
attention to their better instructort Reason, fell 
into the most senseless Idolatries. 

For living at fii^t scattered abroad in independent 
tribes, their gross, untutored nunds could rise no 
hi^ber than to the sensible causes of good and 
evil: tbe most considerable of which being the 
elements and heavenly bodies, These became &e 
first object of &ar worship and veneration. And 
having expmenoed them to be, sometimes, the 
authOTS of health and plenty; and sometimes again, 
of pestilence and famine ; they from thence began 
to entertain an opinion of good and evil Demons. 

But being now collected into Bodies, and formed 
iiito Communities ; the sudden supplial of all the 

Vol. IX. II wants 
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wants of life, which followed, was so sensibly 
understood, that mistaken gratitude took another 
channel, and turned as strongly on their deceased 
Lawgivers, the generous procurers of this their 
improved condition ; whom they soon venerated and 
exalted into gods. 

But as civil life introduced and encouraged the 
culture of the mind as M^ell as body ; both the iirst> 
and second mode of worship were, from their mani- 
fest absurdities, in danger of falling under the popular 
contempt. 1 o prevent this mischief, the Legislator 
diverted the steady attention to either, by confound- 
ingthem together; making elem^entart and Hero- 
worship representative of one another; and thei> 
laying on a new cover over both, by the invention of 
a third species of idolatry, sigiM soLiCALcf ^be other 
two. But a Airther account of this matter, and how 
the two original and simple forms produced that 
jnOre monstrous compound; in which, first of all, 
brutes, and then, . stocks and stones were wovship^ 
ped; — from what accideilts of error, £rom what 
contrivances of fraud, these prodigies arose, whiich 
hath since given so much exercise to tbe^ learned, 
all this is without the limits of the present discourse*"-. 
Let it suffice to observe^ that St. Paul hktb not 
aggravated the case, where, in his Epistle to tb^ 
Romans, he says, that the Gentile world had changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God, into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds^ and four* 
footed beasts, and creeping* tfdngs^. 

* See the Divine Legation, Book IV, 
+ Chap. i. ver. 23. 
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This w^ the condition of ' the Pagan- worid^ in 
general. And though, from time' tb t?te»^; s6rrie 
tbhiking.men arose amongst them of a more enlarged 
Understanding Ihto the common, who, as the same 
Apostle observes; could, from the visible things of 
a created world, mfer the eternal pauper and Godhead 
of its Author*; yet even these, as he adds,' when 
-tkey knew God^ gloried him not as God f ; never 
BO mBch -as once attempting to introduce his wor- 
ship to aey People or Nation, amongst whom they 
lived, I or where they had the greatest credit So 
that the' one true God, though ^isrowN in most 
places, Vas no where publicly worshipped but in 
the land of Judaea only. 

This leads me to the second point, ** The uni- 
versal ignorance in the Gentile world, of the rela- 
tion in which man stands to his Creator." The 
Philosophers and Lawgivers had concurred in a 
general opinion (the absurdity of which is sufficiently 
exposed by the success of the Hebrew Sage and 
Legislator in a different conduct) that to teach 
publicly the knowledge, or to establish nationally 
the worship of the one true God, wo^ld be of great 
disservice to society ; and had therefore kept all 
consideration of 'him enclosed within the veil of their 
MY STEM Es.* And. further, to hide from their own 
consciences the fraud and prevarication of such a 
measure^ they first, brought those whom they had 
intrusted with that knowledge, and afterwards, 
themselves to believe, .That the First Cause- was 

f, Ch9.p.. i,\ver, 20. f Ver; 21. 
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an extra-muudane Being, too excellent, as well a5 
too remote, to be approached, and addressed to, m 
^the first instance. On which' accoant, they said, 
he had delegated the government of the world to 
inferior Deities, his substitutes; and had made 
Them the immediate objects of religious Mt)rship. 
In cultivating this superstition, they found another 
advantage : it gave a shew of reason to that sense* 
less Polytheism whose rise and progress we have 
just described : and, at the same time, screened it 
from the approaches of over-curious inquirers. 
But tlien it could not fail of producmg very fatal 
mistakes concerning the close and near relation in 
which man stands towards God. 

All this shews how expedient it was for the happi- 
ness of Mankind, that /e^t^ should be made j unto us, 
wisdom ; when the most enlightehed teacheris of it 
amongst the Gtxii^e%. prof essing themselves to be 
wise became foolSf by their not glorifying him as 
God whom they had clearly discovered to be the 
only true one. 

Let us now see the need the Jews had of this 
wisdom ; for though, as was said, it be principally 
objective to the state of the Gentile world, yet it 
bath its after- view to the followers of the Law ; 
who wanted, likewise, though not in the same de- 
gree, the aid of evangelic wisdom. For the Charaor 
ter of a national, tutelary Deity, under which God 
had been pleased to assume the patronage of their 
idolatrous Forefathers in Egypt ; the Form of theirs 
(ivil constitution, which was Theocratical ; and the 
Genius of their ceremonial worship, which was 
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iitted,^ dirougb the grossness of their prejudices, to 
secure tlie great end of their separation, preservation 
from idolatiy; all these, I say, concurred, amongst 
a perverse people, to beget wrong notions of the 
Attributes of Goo $ as if They stood by nature, 
or adoption, in a nearer relation to him than the 
rest of their fellow-creatur^ ; being chosen for the 
objects of his special care, on account of some 
inherent excellence ; or at least for some secret 
fondness which God had, and would indulge, for 
the illustrious, race of Abraham. Vain notions, 
and of dangerous consequence! which, though they 
received no real support from Moses and the 
JProphets, were yel^ by length ai time, so rooted 
and interwoven in the passions and affections of 
that people, as to noed a new Law to weed them 
out. 

And thus was Jesus indeed made Wisdmn both 
to Jew and Gentile; by instructmg the ignorance 
of the one, and reforming the error of the other, in 
that supreme species of Wisdom, the knowledge of 
the true God- 

1. The advantages of his being made, unto us, 
Righteousness, come next to be considered. 

As die ^orance of, and mistakes concerning, 
tlie First Cause were so universal in the Gentile 
world, it can hardly be supposed that the state of 
Virtue was in any veiy good condition amongst 
them. And in fact, we find that their Morality 
was. neither speculatively solid, nor practically 
sincere. 

H3 ^ Tht 
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: The fitness of sbihe actions and the unlkness of 
Othbrsare discoV^ahle- fr(*>in the natural Rela- 
tions And (3ssenffel diflfej^nce of things. And this 
fitAess and^ tftifitness are JfattheF • supported by a 
MORAL Sens'e; pr Jan instittclii^e approbation' of 
good, and dislike of ^il. But'stilV'the proper 
ground of mortil oHligati5ti is the Will of God : 
Because all obligation implies an obliger; and 
moral Jitnessk only ariile to direct us to the wiH of 
the obliger ; nor is ' t^ie ^oral *c^d' any other than 
his arbritrary impression,- to dispose the human ^ill 
to a conformity with the dirfne. ' The Will of God-, 
therefore, is the real ground of obligation ; or that 
which properly maketh man accountable fqf. hfe 
Mictions*. 

Now this only solid foundation of mbralit^ the 
Gentile world always wanted : and indeed, while 
. und^r the ignorance and niistak^s ihentioned' above, 
could not but want* !^or their false Gods huving, 
as must needs be, from the private views^ lind 
intrigues of the Priests^ 'tlieir interpreters, many 
different and contrary Wills, these could never be 
made the ground of a ^consistent morality : and the 
true God being esteemed an extra-mundane. Being, 
who left his Government t# others, aiford^d no 
Will at all, for this purpose. So tha4> their only 
recourse for iristruetion and practice was to the 
moral StNSE, and NATURAL Relations of 
things ; which, though they might present a spdctous 
sjstem to the understanding, had not weight or 
authority to incline the Will *. 

♦ See Divine Legation, Book I. Sect. 4. 
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For their praCtipe of Virtue, (to came to the se< 
cond point) was as iibpure as it was unstable. Iij . 
mosials, Exaniplehath.fihe strongest influence: and' 
this: influence inereasetb iit proportion to the dignity 
of thQ subject in which it is found. ;The Example 
of the 'Deify, therefore, which enforcetb itself on a 
pdbciple of Bdiis^n,.inust needs have the strongest 
apd widest influence. But the actions of the Pagan 
Gods, recorded in theic sacred stories, were so im- 
moral ^as ipoald not but hi^ly corrupt the practice 
of then: worsliiippei:s« And Antiquity informs us, 
that in truth it did so.. 

Nor should a marBl cause of this degeneracy from 
Virtue be forgotten. St, Paul assures us that God, for 
their punishment in not retaining him in their hum)" 
kt^Cf gm)e thsm mer to a reprobate mind^ to do 
those things that are not comenient. ' Hence, as he 
tells iis,4iiey w^ejilledwiih ^//unrjghtjsousness, 
Jomicatiim^ wickcdnesSy covetousness^ maliciousness*^ 
Sf€. The account goes on, *in so black a catalogue 
of vice, as sufficiently shews that, at the time Jesus 
Christ was made unto us righteousness ^ the Pagan 
world was sunk into the lowest state of misery and 
corruption. 

Nor were the Jews themselves so sound, in these 
partieulars^^ as not t9 want this great physician of 
the Soul; And what was said of the fVisdom is true 
cf the Righteousness^ mentioned in ipy text ; it hath 
a secondary reference to the chosen People. For, 
the wrong notions they had conceived of the God of 
their Fathers, and of the relation in which they 

* Rom. i. aS, 8c feq. 
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stood to him, had much vitiated apd defamied their 
social virtue. They confined the precept of loving 
their Brother to the descendants of their fraternal 
Tribes ; and neglected and despised the rest of tlw. 
sons of Adam ; who^ because ritaally unholy and 
pro&ne, were deemed to be naturally unrelated to 
them. A Principle which made them as un&ithiiil^ 
subjects, when for tlieir crimes they were sentenced 
to the yoke of the Gentiles, as they were merciless 
neighbours while independent and more powerful ; 
neither rendering to Casar the things which were 
CiEsars ; nor to God the things which at all limes 
he principally required of them — to do justly^ to kfoc 
mercy r and to walk humbly before him ^. This, and 
other errors which their false Traditions had intro- 
duced, and which some ori^nid compliances with 
the hardness of their hearts had occasionally eoua* 
tenanced, made Jesus tell his followers, that, untes9 
tbeirRiGHTEOV8^F,ssshouldej:ceedtheRiQHJM:ovB^ 
KEss of the Scribes, and Pharisees^ they should in no 
case enter into the kingdom of ffeaoen f* 

From what hath been said then it appears, that 
Jesus^ as he if made unto us^ wisdom and righteous^ 
Ttessj is to be considered under the Character of a 
Mbssenq^e sent from God, to instruct men in the 
va^ of Religion and Virtue. How much such 
a one was wanting, we have endeavoured to shew 
IB a fair represejitation of the state of ^OTH, at the 
time of his coming. 

II. But this was not the whole of his Chfu*acter« 
He was a Messei^ geq, ^oretolp ; as appears, and 

♦ Micah V)i. 8, + Matt, y. ao. 
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is insinuated ftx>m what is further said of him, That 
he was made unto us Sanctification and Redemptiom* 

To such as are unacquainted with the present 
state of Theology amongst us, it may perhaps seem 
strange that I should stop, in this place, to observe, 
that Sanctification and Redemption are as true and 
essoitial offices in the Character of Jesus, and as ex- 
tensive to Mankind, as the Wisdom and Righteous^ 
ness assigned unto it But there are some amongst 
uSy who give a figurative sense to the latter attri- 
butes in my text ; and in reality confine the charac- 
ter of Jesus to that of a Messenger sent from God, 
to instruct the world in truths of reli^ous Wisdom^ 
and moral Righteousness. 

But to suppose, that when the Son of God is said 
to be made wisdom and righteousness, we must un^ 
derstand by it that he really taught men Wisdom 
and Righteousness; and ye^ when he is said to be 
made sanct^cation and redemption^ he did not really 
sanctify and redeem; but tLat, by instructing men 
in a more pure and perfect worship, he only excelled 
all the IMAGINARY ; and abrogated fdl the carnal 
sanctifications and redemptions^ both of Jews and 
Gentiles; to suppose this, I say, is the highest 
violation of all rational interpretation : and gives us 
a mecuier idea of the eternal Son of God than a Pa- 
gBn Sophist would have entertained of him on hear- 
ing St Pauls first sermon at Athens* But this per- 
versity can be charitably accounted for no otherwise 
than from a violent disgust these men have taken at 
some current explanations of the doctrine of Re^ 
dcmption ; fitt^ indeed to discredit, than to confirm 

or 
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or recommend this fundamental prmcifAe oi ou^ 
holy Religion. Rut this is a maliter which •pequtrea 
a different treatment. 1 shaU consider \t m its 
proper place * ; and now proceed wit& the 9ob)ect 
before us. , . , 

I have observed, that as Wisdom^Xidi RighfecHtth* 
ness were principally addressed to the Gentiles ; so 
Samtyication and Bedemption were directed tx> the 
Jews* Butj as a regard to the Jewish people was 
not excluded in the former ; so neither was a re* 
gird to the Gentiles excluded in the latter. 

It is easily seen why the representation of Jesus's 
b^ng ma(k unto us Wisdom^ and RighteomnesB m 
particularly addressed to the Gentiles : They most 
wanted those biessing^. Nor is it more difficnlt to 
apprehend why the representation of his^ being Ttrnde 
un^usSanctiJication and Redemption is particularly 
directed to the Jews : for in Uaeir cuMody were die- 
posited the living Oracles, which explaiiJ that state 
and condition of man, from whence arises the ne- 
cessity of Sanciific(Uion and Redentpiion^ 

I. But let us consider the ^^'car^s. ^^ they lie in 
order. Jesus Christ (says the Apostle) toas made 
unto us Sanctification; that i$, he sanctified^ or 
made us holy. . . 

It was a received opinion in the. ancient world, 
that human nature had contracted a stain or pol- 
lutions and that not only particular purifyings, but 
si&o some general Sanctification was necessary to 
put man in a capacity of being restored to the favour 

♦ DiviocLegAtion, Book IX; . ' • 
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of the Deity* Whether this Opinioin arose from thd 
rebiains of a Tradition concerning the Fall; or 
fmm €*ery man's conscious foeling of bis own <fis- 
ordet^s ; or whether both ooftcurrefcl to its establish* 
ment, is vtty uncertain. However it hdd that tone of 
the volfce bf Nature, Univefl&aJity. And though it 
gave occasion to infinite superstitions in the rituals 
of national lustrations, yet the necessity of some real 
Sanctificativn seems fairly to be deduced from it. 

WhenGod;tiwirefore, separated the Jewish people^ 
the first object of their Legislator's ministry was to 
rfender them pure and' holy. And as by reason of 
the inveteracy of their; prejudices, ^nd the grossness 
of their apprehensions, the real means of purifying 
human nature were to be conveyed under the cover 
of such rites and ceremonies a3 were then in use 
amongst men ; so because thecommon way of mak- 
ing a people holy, was to ' adopt them into the 
protection of a tutelary God ; and of rendering 
particulars clean, m^s by ablutions and other 
cathartic, rites; the Almighty'wa» pteased to assume 
the titles of their national God, and regal Governor; 
and to institute^ in the dffice^ of hb worship, lustra- 
tions and expiatory sacrifices, as well for particuliars 
as the Community. On these accounts it is that he 
tells them. Ye shall be unto me « KkNGDOM or 
Friests, and an- holy nation^: for the regal and 
sacerdotal were ^the two peculiar characters of 
iincient ^Anctity. 

But the Law having enly a shadow of the good 
things to come, and not the very image (^thc things^ 

* Exod.xix* A 
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ccuM never make the comers thereunto perfect * : 
tberdbre the true Sandification of mankind was re- 
served for tiie ministry of Jesus ; when being col- 
lected together into one people, under hb govern- 
ment as fjOED ; and received into his {H'otection by 
tiae justification of faith in him as Mxs^jah, they 
became a boyal Priesthood and an holy nation fr 
fts ttie Apostle calls them, aUuding to the title gjlven 
to the Hebrews by Moses; and tiBnsferring it to 
the Christian Church in a completory sense, as it 
was applied to the Jewish, in a typical. 

But a matter of so high importance as the com*- 
pletion of God's reli^ous dispensations, in the final 
Sanctification of mankind, will deserve a fuller ex^ 
planation. 

When tlie Sanctyier (whose character and office 
cannot weU be considered separately) was accused, 
by those who traversed his ministry, of purposing to 
overturn the established Religion, he answered, 
Think not that I am come to destroy the Law and 
the Prophets. I am not come to destroy ^ but to 
fulfil %. How he executed this commission, in the 
character of Sanctifier, we are now to consider. 

Under the old Law, God was pleased to take 
upon himself the office of Kino; he assigned the 
office of Priest to Aaron ; and that of Prophet, to 
Moses; the Priest being the Mediator or Advo- 
cate for men to God ; and the Prophet the Mes- 
senger of God to Men. Now the Messiah taking 
all these offices on himself; and uniting them in his 

* Heb. X, !• 1 1 Pet. xi. ^ 

J Matt, vf 17. 
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^wn Persmi, did, in the truest acid exacfeest sense^ 
fulfil the Law and the Prophets. For by the Law 
and the Prophets is meant the ivhole of the Jemsh 
dispensation» as delivered by Moses, and explained 
and illustrated by those holy men, whom God, from 
time to time, raised up to govern and instruct his 
people. 

Thk institution consisted of three parts ; the Po- 
, iiTiCAL, the C£ft£MoyiAL, and the Moral, under 
which was contained the Spi ritu a u 

i.Thepoliticat part was a Theocract. The 
purposes of this extraordinary form of government^ 
as they related to the* carnal administration of the 
Mosaic Economy, I have consided elsewhere *, But 
the spiritual end was to introduce the dominion of 
the Son, which was to be extended to all mankind. 
The Prophets^ the intei^preters of the Law, whom, 
as well as the Law itself, Jesus tells us, he was sent 
to futfilj inform us at large, how this peculiar re^- 
men was to become an universal blessing, Rrst by 
the resignation of the Tlieocratic dominion to the 
Son f ; and secondly, by extending that dominion 
over the whole race of mankind %. Thus the Messiah 
fulfilled both what the genius of the Zat^ and the 
inspiration of the Prophets foretold of him; as it 
concerned the government political. And in so 
doing he assumed the title of King of the Jews. 

2» The second divison of the Mosaic Law was the 
ceremonial: a ceremonial, which heavily loaded every 

♦ See Divine Legation> Book V. Sect. 2, 
f Isaiah ix, 6, 7. % Ibid. chap. xi. 10* 
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part of God's worship tvifth multifbrionsii atid irk- 
some rites. Now thbi^ the toaunoD bondition of 
hufnanky declares that tbk duty^ espeeialty thd pub- 
lic pbrt of it, can never be decently on properly dis- 
chargsd without the aid of sQBie exterior ceremo- 
nies ; yet tht minote observance of so* cdmpiicated 
a Ritual tends rather to stifle than to invigorate the 
spirit of devotion. 'We naay therefore reasonably 
icondude^ that these things, ; ^faich have no nx^ral 
worth or value :inberent in tiketn, !ffrere not instituted 
on their own account, but for the sake of some oc- 
casional good they were found capable of producing. 
And of this, we have clear intimations in the writings 
of the Prophets. They frequently tell us that the 
.^^eremonial Law WB.S of no use or value in itself^ 
but that, the thing in which God most delighted, was 
the moral Law of righteousness *. If then the 
Jewish Ritual was of so slight account with the 
Institutor himself, it may be reasonably as|ied how 
it came to be so minutely delivered and so scrupu' 
iously exacted in his service? In this likewise the 
Prophets will instruct us. It was imposed to restrOjina 
headstrong people from Idolatry> to which they were 
violently aud obstinately carried f: and, for that 
purpose, it had a perpetual .reference to tHe.theri 
reigning superstitions. But as this security from 
idolatry (considering them as a People) was for the 
sake of preserving a sound and pure foundation for 
the future dispensation, of wWcb, This Was only the 

• Amos v. 21, 8^ 9eq. . JMicah vi. 7, 8. * 
t Jerem^^ vii. 2a,. .^3^ Ezek. vx?. ^4, 25. 
. ' rudiments, 
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rudiments, it pleased the divine wisdom that the 
ceremonial Law should not only be directed against 
those superstitions, but should likewise be typical of 
all the great parts of that future dispensation : and 
whoever examines the ceremonial Lcbw with the care 
and attention so important a study requires, will con- 
fess^ Uiat both one and the other were equally in the 
intention df the L6i^^ver *: 

The ultimate elid therefore of these rites being/to 
{xvefigure the de&tkandsciflfering^ of Christy He may, 
with a peculiar pixjpri^ty^ be allowed 40 call himself 
ihefuljiller of the Ceremonial Law. It being in- 
complete and destitute of iiis final purpose, till Jesus 
had perfonned the whole of that mission which 
the ceremonial Law^ by prefiguring, had predicted. 
And when that was once : performed, the Types 
of course w^e to cease. Now these types con- 
sisting of various kinds of ' sacrificial rites, Jesus 
by ofienng up himself on the cross for the sins 
<rf maolcind, as vf^d fc^etold by th^ Prophets^ 
eminently fulfiUed the ceremonial Law, in quality of 
Priest. 

. 3. The last and noblest brancbof the Jewish Law 
was the Moral: which instructs man in all his re- 
lation^y whether to his common nature, to God, or 
his fellow-creatures. This, though delivered pure by 
Moses, and according to the truth of things, did 
yet, like the two other branches (as we have seen 
above) need the master-hand of this divine Teacher: 
who, in delivering to mankind a more perfect system 

^ See Divine Legation, Book IV. Sect. 6. 
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of moral duty» as wa$ predicted of him ^, dischsu-ged 
the oflSce of Prophet, or of a Messmgerfrom God; 
' as in that of Priest he discharged tlie office of tht 
Messenger foretold. 

But under the moraly as we have said, was com- 
prised the spiritual. And it was thb which was 
-more peculiarly the prophetic office: whose business 
it was not only to ^ve to every part, in this econo- 
my, its due rank ; but to foretel the future fortunes 
of all ; How the Political should be extended ; 
the Ceremonial fulfilled; and the Moral,, pu- 
rified and exalted. 

Thus we see, firom the nature, end, and condition 
of this poUticalf ceremonial^ and tnoral economy, 
that Jesus was the f uglier of the Law^ ; and, from 
his doing .this in the very manner the tni^ired men 
of old predicted, that he was likewise ^fulfiUer. 
pf the Prophets f. Hence he became truly and 
properly the Sanctification of the People of 
God: and through, them, of the whole Church of 
Christ. 

This is that aggregate or corporate holiness to 
which the Gentile nations blindly aspired ; and of 
wbicR, the Jewish peoj)Ie had gained only th^ 
shadow,- 

But, besides this general Sanctifcation ; which, 
as we have shewn, is the immediate office of the 
Son; there was a particular, by which each 
individual was cleansed and purified ; and this was 
performed through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 

♦ Isaiah, xi. 5. and xlii. 1, 4. 
' -f See Divine Legation, Book VI. sect, 6. 
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the Comforter^ whom Jesus, on his leaving the 
world, had promised to send upon the faithful, to 
remain with them for ever *. Who, by the effusion 
of divine grace shed abroad in their hearts, effects 
that purity of mind, which lall other ritual modes-of 
private lustration tried at in vain, or at best did but 
typically represent 

Now both these purifications, the aggregate and 
particular, make together, that true Sanctjficatioriy 
of which Jesus is said in my text to be the author, 
and bestower on mankind. 

We have observed that Sanctification and Redemp- 
tion are addressed to the Jews primarily ; as JVisdom 
and Righteousness are to the Gentiles. But as the 
former graces bad a secondary reference to the Jews, 
so the latter, as we shall now see, have the same 
reference to the Gentiles. 

The want of a Sanctifier in the Pagan world 
was still more urgent and deplorable than in the 
Jewish. For the Gentiles having received Demons 
for their tutelary Gods, and devoted themselves to 
unclean spirits by their national worship, the Public 
was become, in the saddest sense of the word» 
PROFANE. And, by administering their demonic 
rites in all the unnatural and exorbitant practices 
of murder and unoleaniiess, Particulars were 
become in the highest degree impure. 

Thus Gentile impiety and pollution being at its 
height, and the Jewish holiness and purity exterior 
onlyi and imperfect, there was a pressing N ecessity 
of Jesus s being made unto u^ Sanctijication. 

* John xiv. 16. and xvi. 7. 
Vol. IX. I 2. But 
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2. But this was not the ultimate benefit bestowed 
on man, through the ministry of Jesus. Sanctifica-- 
tion was only preparatory to a greater blessing: 
and, like the wedding-garment in the parable, a 
habit of dignity given to appear in before the Lord 
our Redeemer. 

For, in the last place, the Apostle tells us, ht 
was made unto usy Redemption. 

Amongst the many gracious dispensations of God 
to Mankind, the Mosaic history informs us of one, 
in which the depth of the riches both of his Wisdom 
and Knowledge claims our more particular admira- 
tion. And this is the free gift of Immortalitt 
to the first man ; and, through hkn, to his Posterity, 
on the easy condition, we find, annexed unto it : 
which Adam having. too easily violated, he and his 
whole race returned into a state of mortality and 
corruption. 

From this bondage under death and sin, God, 
in his infinite mercy, decreed to deliver us. And 
the condition of a remitted forfeiture being as 
absolutely in the breast of the Remitter, as the con- 
dition on which the blessing was originally conferred; 
he was pleased, it should be done by one man's 
willingly offering himself to death for an atonement 
for ALL. That as by owe maris disobedience many 
were made sinners ; so by the obedience of one should 
many be made righteous *. 

How agreeable this succinct account of Man's 
Fall and Restoration is, to what the best and 
most received philosophy teacheth us both of God 

* Romans, v. 19. 

and 
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and Man, shall be considered at large in a fitter 
place*. 

This future Redemption of the world had been 
promised, even from the time of the Fally to the 
holy men of old, in terms more or less obscure, 
as best fitted tlie dispensation under which the 
prediction was delivered* The Chosen People had 
a more defined image of it in their typical redemp- 
tion from the slavery of Egypt, and their admission 
to the temporal blessings of the land of Canaan. 
It was still more circumstantially figured in their 
public ritual, through the ministration of expiatory 
sacrifices, performed with many ceremonies plainly 
descriptive of the great sacrifice on the Cross, for 
the spiritual Redemption of mankind. 

This people, then, must hear with conviction, 
and, as many of them as wer^ imprejudiced, must 
confess with pleasure, that Jesits Christy by being 
made unto us Redemption^ was the true completion 
of the Law and the Prophets. 

Nor was this blessing of Redemption without a 
secondary reference to the state and f oodition of 
the Gentiles ; whose Religion was not merely ineffec- 
tual, like the Jewish, to redeem them from the 
chains of death and sin, ,but such as had brought 
them under the more disgracefiil bondage of sub^ 
jection to the Devil, those wicked spirits, whom 
they worshipped and adored as their patron Gods. 

This was tlie condition, both of Jews and Gentiles, 
when the Messiah came to set men free. And here 
Jet it be observed, in honour of those two Charac- 

♦ Divinfs Legation, Book IX. 
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teristic miracles^ the raising the dead, and the casting 
out devilSj that the one elegantly designed his offioe 
of redeeming the Jews from the power of the 
gravcy and the other his office of freeing the Gentiles 
from the tyranny of Demons. The beauty in this 
disposition of. the economy was too striking to be 
passed over in silence : Otherwise, I think, even 
this moderated use, of spiritualizing the miracles^ 
should be forborn ; as fanciful and precarious. 
We can conceive no otherwise of the miracles of a 
divine Person coming from God, let the peculiar 
mode of his dispensation be what it will, than that 
they should be objective to the corporal infirmities 
of men. Now between these and their spiritual 
disorders, there is, by their common qualities ot 
want and distress, so much similitude and so natural 
An analogy, as affords no ground of reasonable 
supposition, that one was a designed or prophetic 
representation of the other. 

Thus have I endeavoured to shew, which was the^ 
main purpose of this discourse, That Jesti^ is made 
unto us, Sanctification a?id Redemption, in as true 
and real a sense as he is our Wisdom and Righteous- 
tiess. Nor is thjs a matter of small momen|. The 
tea.chiagTVisdom and Righteousness madelMS mission 
ExpEPiErcT: but the bestowing Sanctification and 
Redemption made it necessary. 

To instruct the world in the knowledge o£ one 
God, and in the practice of moral virtue, was, with- 
out doubt, putting us into the road of the divine 
favour ; and making our attainment of the supreme 
good more easy and expeditious. But God, whose 

tnercie^ 
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mercies are aoer all hu works, and who, in this 
very revelation, hath informed us, that from those to 
whom little is given, much will not be required *, 
would have received his miserable creatures to hi? 
mercy, in what condition soever he had suffered 
them to remain, if so be they had taken care to 
make the best use of the little that was afforded 
them. 

But Sanctification and Redemption do more than 
shew us into the road of God's favour: They 
restore us to the free privilege of Life and 
Immortality ; which man having forfeited, by 
fi breach of the condition on which it was bestowed^ 
had no pretence to reclaim ; so that whenever it 
was restored, it might be given on such conditions 
as the all-gracious Donor should think fit to impose. 
It is restored :. and the conditions are Faith in, 
and Obedience to, a crucified Saviour ; who, 
by this sacrifice of himself, became the Sanctifica-- 
tion and Redemption of mankind. The consequence 
is, that these are not only usefiil and expedient for 
procuring God's favour, but absolutely necessary 
fpr our recovery of life and immortality* 

This is placing Christianitt on its proper 
basiis^ a foundation of real strength and solidity. 

But when the presumption of men tempts them 
to disjoin what God ha^h put together, not only the 
benefits of that union are lost, but other various, 
and'^ untbought-of evils arise, which subject the 

* Luke xii. 48, 
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reli^ous economy, thus abused, to every kinji of 
injury ; dishonouring the Author of our Faith ; 
and exposing the Christian profession to perpetual 
insults. 

This was never more unhappily verified |han iq 
the case before us. 

1. For he who considers Jesus only in the ligh^ 
of a Republisher of the Law of nature, can hardly 
^itertain a higher opinion of the Saviour of the 
world than some have done of Soceates, whom 
Erasmus esteemed an object of devotion^ and many 
a good Protestant hath thought to be divinely 
inspired. For was not Socrates, by his preaching 
up moral virtue^ and by his djring to bear witness 
to the unity of the God, madey to the Grecian 
people, and (by means of their extended commerce 
©f politeness) to the rest of mankind, wisdom and 
Righteousness ? And what more did Jesus ? for, 
according to the principles of this paganized Chris- 
tianity, his titles of Messiah and Redeemer are 
reduced to mere figurative and accommodated terms. 
But these bold extremes men ran into through their 
Ignorance of th^ nature of those prophecies which 

' foretell his advent ; and the absurdity of those 
systems which pretend to explain his office. 

2. As this Theology degrades Jesus to the low 
condition of a Grecian Sophist ; so it renders his 
Religion obnoxious to the insults of every daring 
Impostoj. 

He 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON V. 119 

He was sent, say these new Doctors of the 
•Church, to teach mankind the worship of the true 
•God, and the practice of moral righteousness *. 

^^ This will be readily allowed, replies an under- 
4&tanding Mahometan f ; And on this very prin- 
ciple, w£ hold, that when Jesus had done his office, 
-and mankind had again relapsed into anti-christum 
Idolatry and Polytheism, as before into Pagariy 
God sent our prophet, Avho worked the like 
sudden and sensible reformation in the nortii-east, 
that your Prophet did in the north-west.*' 

What reply now will our rational Divine make 
to this apology for Ismaelism ? 

All he has to say is " That Jesus and his Apostles 
have every where intimated, that his Gospel is the 
last of God's difpensations ; on the terms of which 
our final doom is irrevocably to be decided: so 
that all fiiture pretendere to the like office and 
character must needs be esteeined iippostors/* 

But here a Deist would come in, and tajce 
^vantage of our distress ; for it is to be observed 
j?ilike of all these shifting defences of fanciful, and 
unscriptural systems, that they only supply new atos 

to 
♦ A cdebrated Frenchman, who writes on all subjects 
indifferently, and, perhaps, knew better what he was 
^bout than these Divines, goes still further, and affirms, 
That Christianity is not only no more thq,n the Religion 
<jf nature perfected, but that it could not possibly be any 
ijaore. — " Notre Religion rev41ee n'est meme, et we 
'* pouvoit etre, que cejtte Loi naturelle pertipctionn^e.'^ 
Discours $ur le Theismej par M. de Voltaire. 

+ The Alcoran teaches, that Jesus did not suffer on 
|he cross. Yet Mahomet denied our Saviour's Divinity, 

J 4 Why 
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to the various adversaries of our faith ; A Deist, I 
say, would be ready to reply, " That it is indeed true 
that Jesus hath declared his own Mission to be the 
LAST : but that this is the artful expediei\t of every 
pretended Messenger from Heaven, in order to per- 
petuate his own scheme, and to obviate the danger 
of an antiquated authority. The Impostor, Ma- 
homet himself, hath done the same. He, who here 
obtrudes his armed pretensions upon us, hath secured 
the duration of his sensual Religion by the very same 
contrivance : A thing, in his ideas, so much of course, 
that he did not even olyect to Jesus's use of it, who 
had employed it before him ; and for no other pur- 
pose than to cut off his, and all following pretensions 
to the like character. On the contrary, he avowed 
aiid maintained the general truth of the Nazarite's 
commission. Now (pursues the Deist) a method 
employed by a confessed impostor is taken up with 
an ill grace by the defender of true, religion. But I 
draw a further consequence (says he) against the 

Gospel, 

Why then such aversion to the passion ? Evidently for 
this reason, the doctrine of redemption followed; and 
that completed the scheme of revelation , and^as we 
shall see) shut out the Impostor's pretences. M. Otter, 
a very intelligent traveller, of the Academy Royal of 
Inscription^, tells us of a conference he had with a 
learned Persian. The Mahometan said, they reverenced 
all our sacred writings, except St. Paul's — qu'ils respectent 
tousy exceptt Saint PauL [Voiage en Turque et en Perse, 
vol. i. p. 22.] Why was this exception'} On the same 
principle : because St. Paul is full of the doctrine of 
Redemption ; explains the Christian system by it j and 
makes the whole Faith depend upon it. 
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Gospel, from this representation of Christianity. 
For if the preaching of nfioral truth and righteous* 
ness ^'ere the whole of Jesus's character and 
office, thgi his mission did not answer its pur- 
pose, the lasting reformation of mankind, in the 
knowledge of God, and in the practice of virtue : 
since the world soon fell back again into the 
state from which Jesus had delivered it ; as ap- 
pears from the history of the times in which Ma- 
homet appeared, and the advantages he made of that 
degeneracy." 

Thus subjected to the insults and injuries of 
every kind of impostors, who set upon deluding the 
credulous, either by inventing new Revelations or 
by decrying the old, do these Republishers ex- 
pose the holy faith of Jeisus: That faith which, we 
are told, wns founded on a rock^ impregnable to the 
assaults of men and demons ; to the sophisms of in- 
fidelity, and the prestiges of imposture ! And so^ 
indeed, it is, if we will take it as v^e find it; if we 
will receive it as it came firom above ; if we will 
preserve it pure and entire as it was delivered to 
the Saints, the redemption of the world, bv 
THE son of God, in the voluntary sacrifice 
OF himself upon the cross. 

This secures * the character of Jesus fi-o.n the 
insults of false pretenders ; and his Gospel fi"om the 
injuries of false reasoners. 

For, first of all, if Jesus did, indeed, redeem 

* See Div. Leg. Book IX. where thQ conformity of 
this Doctrine to right reason and the nature of things iff 
evinced at large. . 
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mankind, and restore them to their lost inheritancej 
tlie scheme and progress of revelation is completed; 
nvhich beginning at the lapse, naturally and neces^ 
sarily ends ili the restoratibii and recovery of life 
AND iMMORTAXiiTY by the death and passion of our 
Lord. Christianity considered in this view (and 
in this yiew only Scripture gives it us to consider) 
soon detects all the artful pretences of imposture ; 
and secures its own honour by virtue of its very es- 
sence: the great scene of providence being now 
closed, in a full completion of ^ts one, regular, en- 
tke, and ^eternal purpiose. 

Secondly, if Jesus indeed redeemed mankind, then 
did he neither preach nor die in vain : it not being, 
in man's power, with all his malice and perverse- 
ness, to defeat or make void the great purpose of 
his Coming. For though one part of his Mission 
was to instnict the world in Wkdom and Righteous- 
nessy which it was in man's power to forget and 
neglect; yet, what is chiefly essential in his character, 
and peculiar ip his office, the Samtification and J?er 
demption of the world, man could not frustrate nor 
render ineffectual : For it is not in his power to 
mike that to be undope which \^ oi>ce done ,an4 
perfected. 

The fastidious Caviller therefore hath employ^ 
his pains to very little purpose in attempting to disr 
credit Revdation from this topic. Hi? laboured 
discourses on the moral state of the world, before 
and since the coming of Christ, are quite beside the 
question. Fof, though, where the comparison i§ 
fully and impartially stated, I will venture to say, 
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the advantage will be found to lie on the side of our 
JEleli^on: yet supposing the truths preached by 
Jesus^ and the assistance given by the Holy Spirit, 
have not much jnnproyed the general morals of man- 
kind ; How does thb tend to the discredit of the 
Gospel? unless the Gospel can be proved to have 
no natural tendency to make men better? But this 
is so desperate an undertaking, that, I believe, in- 
fidelity will hardly be persuaded to engage in it 
Indeed the contrary is so true, that, as I have shewn 
elsewhere, when you lay together the state of Pagan" 
ai)d Christian virtue, one manifest and essential 
differeijice is found between them ; which is this, That 
?a the Gentile wqrld, men often acted wrong upon 
principle; in the Christian always against prin- 
ciple * Now, not to insist upon the necessary 
Restraint this must be upon vice; it plainly demon- 
strates the natural tendency of the Gospel- 
truths to make men virtuous, and^ to enforce them 
^vith a stronger impulse, did not suit the genius of a 
rational religion, whose object was free agency. 

But the proper answer to this idle cavil is taken, 
^ we say, from the topic before us. Instruction of 
the world in fVisdom and Righteousness M^as but 
the secondary end of Christ's mission; The first 
and primary, was to become its sanctification and 
redemption ; the one must needs be common to 
every revelation coming from God ; the other is pe- 
culiar to the christian : and this, as we have shewn, 
cannot possibly be frustrated, or rendered inef- 
fectual, 

* Div. Leg, Book iv. § 2. 
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To conclude from all that hath been said : As we 
should not affect to pry into the nature of those things 
which God hath been pleased to withhold from our 
search, and to cover with the sacred veil of Mystery; 
so neither should we reject a Truth, expressly deliver- 
led, because we may not fully comprehend all the 
reasons on which it stands. In a word, as we should 
not venture to go on where the silence of Scripture 
directs us to stop; so neither should we presume to 
stop where, with so loud a voice, it commands us to 
go on. 

Men have been made sufficiently sensible of the 
mischiefs attending the first of these indiscretions^ 
the being wise above what is xvritten : I have here 
endeavoured to shew, that the other, the being wise 
AGAINST what is written^ is not attended with 
fewer inconveniences. What then remains but to 
choose the middle way, the way to become wise unto 
salvation ; and, neither, in practice or speculation, 
to ADD to, nor to diminish from, the word of 
God? 

Let us therefore religiously adhere to the doctrine 
of my text in its just extent. That Jesus Christy of 
God, is made unto us wisdom, and righteousn:i^ss, 

4ind SANCTIFICATION, and EEDEMPTIpl{. 
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. THE CHARACTER AND CONDUCT OF THE 
MESSENGERS OF THE GOSPEL. 

« 

Matt. x. ven 16. 

B£HOLD I SEND TOU FORTH AS SHEEP IN THE 
MIDST OF WOLVES : BE YE THEREFORE WISE 
AS SERPENTS, AND HARMLESS AS DOVES. 

SUCH was the direction given by our blessed 
Lord to his disciples, when he sent them out 
to preach the glad tidings of the Gospel. 

The Character of the Christian Mission is de- 
noted in these words, Behold^ I send you forth a$ 
sheep: — And the- Condition ^f an unbelieving 
World in the following, / send you in the midst of 
Wolves. Though the Faith was to be propagated 
only by the mild measures of persuasion, yet even 
this would provoke the wolfish disposition of the 
powers of darkness, to put in ure all the iniquitous 
contrivance of fraud and violence for its sup- 
pression. 

Their provident Master, therefore, in the conclud- 
ing words of my text, delivers them a rule for the 
innocence and prudence of their own conduct. Be 
ye therefore wise as serpents^ and harmless a6 (wves. 

A directioa 
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A direction equally respecting their private and 
their public Character. Whereby, the first might 
correspond with the dignity of their office; and the 
other, with the objects of thcit^care. So that, as men, 
the HUMAN virtues; as missionaries, the sociaI. 
are recommended to their practice : and both, under 
the familiar images of the serpent's wisdom, and the 
innocence of the dove. 

What these human virtues are, the allusion in the 
figurative expression will discover: What the 
socialy must be determined by the occasion of the 
PRECEPT. Be ye therefore (says the blessed Jesus) 
wise as serpents^ and harmless as doves. A direction, 
conveyed in two proverbial sayings, whose import 
the Disciples pierfectly understood. 

The fiist alludes to a vulgar superstition of the 
ancient world, "^vhich gave credit to certain artists, 
who pretended to the power of rendering serpents 
innoxious by the force of charms, and incantations. 
The men who traded in this imposture, in order Xo 
hide their frequent miscarriages,- made the people 
believe that some of these serpents had gotten a 
trick as good as their own; which was to shut their 
ears to their inchautments.. This counterplot was 
as readily believed, as the other's magic power, in 
an age, when every thing was well received, which 
excited the hearer's admiration. Hence the proverb 
of the deaf adder that stoppeth her ears ; which 
refuseth to heart he voice of the chai^mer^ charm he 
never so szveetli/ : by which, Moralists m ould infer 
the wisdom and safety of abstaining from unlawful 
|d^asures. 

The 
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ITie second, of being harmless as donts^ alludes 
to as ancient and as fancifnl an error of the Na- 
tui-alists, that the dffoe is without a gall; or, at least, 
bears it not within *. 

The whole of this monition therefore, to the dis- 
ciples in their private character, implies. That they 
should Learn to abstain from all unlawful, unmanly 
and intemperate pleasures ; and to suppress in them- 
selves all the sentiments of rage, anger, and revenge. 
The serpent's wisdom being directed against the 
coNCUPisciBLE passions, as the dove's innocence is 
against the IRASCIBLE : and both together make 
one general precept for the subjection of our brutal 
nature to the rational : in which consists the exer- 
cise of the human virtues. 

Could any thing be more harmless than this me- 
thod of propagating religion ? Could any thing be 
mwe holy than the manners of its propagators? 
What regard to the rights of men, to the Laws of 
society, was enjoined to the Offerers of the Gospel! 
What neglect of the interests of flesh and blood was 
required of the Receivers of it ! Teuth was the last- 
ing foundation on which Jesus erected his Church : 
and Virtue the living principle which was to 
actuate its members. 

Indeed Jthe purity of his intentions and the 
rectitude of his measures are so evident from the • 
evangelic history of his life and death, that the 

ypi^ovk^ {MyMm naspiT^otv {ayp af S^iF, ix^a-av . ra omaOm 
ij6a. h bulvots 70^ rnv^xfihitv i^fi^ HorapoUinis Hiero^ 
L ii. c. 48, 
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most stubborn infidel is ready to clear bim of 
fraudulent imposture, and to centre all bis suspicions 
in a well-meaning Enthusiasm. 

This is the last miserable refuge of obstinate im- 
piety. And the order of the discourse, which now 
brings us to consider the precept of the text, as it 
respects the messengers of Jesus in their public 
CAPACITY, will enable us to expose it in all its 
nakedness. 

Be ye therefore wise asserpentSy and harmless 
as doves. Wherefore? because they were sentfoj^th 
as sheep in the midst of wolves ; that is, unarmed and 
defenceless amidst the powers of the Prince of this 
"world. The virtues, recommended to them under 
their public capacity, were, we see, objective to these 
powers ; and tiierefore, of the social kind ; and con- 
sisted in prudence and justice ; as the other, recom- 
mended to them in their private capacity, and 
objective to themselves, v» eve oiihe human; and con- 
sisted in temperance and forbearance. And here let 
me observe, in honour of God's word (which should 
be the principal end of all discourses from this place), 
the mutual connexion and reciprocal influence, which 
the two parts have on one another. The humanvixiMts 
were to recommend their Mission ; and the social^ 
to recommend their Persons. But to proceed. 

If Jesus had been an Enthusiast, there was no 
time when the' fanatic spirit would so forcibly have 
J^oken out as at this juncture ; the critical juncture 
jOf ending his disciples abroad to convert the world. 
An Enthusiast, possessed with the high glory of 
propagatbg and establishing a new religion,.to arise 

and 
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IUkI be denominated from himselfi would have his 
spiritual passions kindled and inflamed to tlieir ut* 
most bearings at that important moment of com- 
ineiicing his enterprise. 

But the words of Jesus upon this occasion bespeak 
their Author to be perfectly cool, and cqllected 
within himself. Beholdj I send you as sheep in the. 
midst of wohes. 

Let us reflect upon fliem with attention. Though 
I am not altogether of opinion with those who con- 
sider the premonition (to wliich the words of my 
text allude) so frequently repeated by Jesus to his 
followers^ of the various persecution , that awaitec^ 
the profession of his Gospel, as the clearest evidence 
of his prophetic spirit : because I think a common 
observer of the state and genius of tlie then pre- 
vailing superstitions might easily foresee what would 
be the early fate of a Religion supported by no other 
powers than those of Reason and Grace, when it 
openly opposed its truth and purity to a world sunk 
deep in error and corruption. Yet so far must al- 
ways be confessed, that this serious attention to the 
f XQnt would not have made part of the Character, 
yf a heated and inflamed Enthusiast When we find, 
therefore, tlie Fpunder of our holy religion calmly 
attentive to the reception his Doctrine was Hke)y 
to meet with from the People, and provident 
of the treatment his Servants were sure to receive 
from the Magistrate, we must needs conclude that 
be then possessed himself in that dignity of repose, 
under ja, comprehensive view of his scheme, which 

Vol. IX. K became 
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became a great Prophet^ superior to all the infev 
riiities as well as chances of barnanity. 

But his provison for his faitliful servants did not 
stop at the salutary warning here given unto them. 
When he had hinted at the treatment of the'uorld 
towards them, Behold^ I send you forth as'sheep in 
t^€ midst of wolves^ he directs what should be thei# 
conduct to tl>e world ^ Be ye, therefore, wise a$ 
gerpentSy and harmless as doves. A direction which 
none under the influence of a fanatic spirit would be 
either forward to gkc, or fond to see observed. For 
religious Enthusiasm, as we know by sad experience, 
places its chief glory in despising human prudence,, 
and in violating and trampling upon human peace. 
; Its two great states or stages are the Su^terings 
and the Triumphs of its deluded Instruments. And,^ 
in both, this hot and fiery spirit fatally hurries them 
into the most mischievous extremes. 
•; At the new birth of a visionary Sect, which i* 
generally the suffering state'^'of Enthusiasm, thos« 
undet its influence are apt to give great advantage^ 
to their opposers, and to bring g(s great discredit oii 
tiieinselves. And all for want of tliis *wisdoih oftfii 
serpent ; fpr want of using these means' of hucfiart 
prudence wliich both reason and nature nrge'and 
dictate to us, for the supi^drt of our opiniotis, and 
for the preservation of our persons. 

The method Enthusiasm chiises to em^ldy ?a 
propagating its. tenets is the reverse to this kvisdovi 
of the serpent; as we riiay see by comparitig the? 
practice of modern Enthusiasts with that of the 'great 
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Appdtle of tfee Gentiles; wbo had fort^od his con-n 
duct on thifir monitiort of his Master. He became all 
thifig^ tQ men, th^i he might gain some * : They 
comply ip nothing, through e vbionary. fervour to 
gain all« .St Paul, with this allegoric piqture of ^is^ 
dam befw© his eyesjf was polite^ artful, ^nd iqsinuat- 
iug ; always on the walch, to take honest advantages 
of every principle and practice of his adversaries; 
in order the niore effectually to tecommend the. 
Gospel of Jesus to their favour f. The Fanatic is, 
stubborn; rude, positive, and overbearing. So far 
from being disposed to. turn the best side of his 
adversaries' wrong opinions forward, the better to 
set off his own, that he i& ever pronjipt to misrepre- 
sent thdr light: ones : ttfid abhors t(ie temptation 
of suffering you to be of his Faith ; unless you 
e^cpress it ki hid own words,' 9;nd .allow, him all his 
consequences. Aiid n^tstaking the pmcept of being 
at enifdty with the zaorJd iot an aver^on to oaen 
as well as prihciplea, be helps forward an unjust 
persecution from the public^ when he should bet 
reot)nciling particf^lars to. Ins pretended mission* 

Nor i9 his conduct less extravagiiot now it con-^ 
^rns the! care of his person, than before> in the re-* 
oofnmendadon o£ his qpirtioiis. Part o( the wisdom 
^the serpent consists^ ,9» Jesusi elsewhere explain^ 
it, in pmdently evading Ufa© fury of our eaemies ; so 
that when th^-perseoute «s ia <me city, we may fly 
to another if 5 a point )df prudence, which St. Paul, . 
oa many occasions, as temperately as successfully 

f X Cor. ix, %%. t Acts «v.ii;, %- Matt x. 23. 
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put in practice*. And when tiie same prudencr 
dii^cted him to withstand' the M agistirate^s Fasces^ 
it was tiGt as a Teacher ef tnith, but as a Citizen^ 
of Rome f. But nekher precept nor example la 
sufficient to m^devate the fervors of fimatic zeaL 
So that having stirred up the people to mischief^ 
and- provoked the magistrate to injustice, be closetb 
the scene, without either the Confessor's merit, op 
his Master's passport, in rushing with* presumptuous 
confidence on the flames. 

This then being the native hue and complexion 
of powerless Enthusiasm, I3 it possible to believe, 
that He who, in^ tii^e dinectioR of being zvise as 
serpents^ discredited and condemned' all this extra-^ 
vagance of conduct, could himself be aa impotent 
Enthusiast? 

But let us neit see the t^feage Enthusiasm puts 
on when it h now become triumphant and has 
gotten the t'eople in its train* If^ in its suffering 
state, it haply wcmtc the face of patience anid for** 
bearance, it now shews> by the sudden change of 
countenance, that it esteemed them the virtuea 
rattier of the time than of the person. For when 
Power hath changed hands^ and die magbtcate is 
come over to its side^ it is ever ready to tura the 
same authority against otiiiers which had been sa. 
abusively employed against itself And if haply 
it contents itself to stay the slower issue of the morq 
artfut and clandestine methods of discouragement 

^^^ Acts ix. 25. xiv. 6. xvii. 10. xxiii. 17. xxv^ liV 
t Ifeid, xvi. 37, xxit. ^5- ■ -^ > *" 
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and wholesome severities, yet if these do not succeed 
against difTering opinions, it falls with the quicker 
appetite on the more dkect and ^jpen measures of 
vielence and pppressbn* 

* Now the unbeliever will be forced to own, *hal 
Jesus, with only the common provision which a 
great genius can never be without, might fairly 
foresee, that a Religion so pure, so reasonable, so 
^useful to mankind? against which there was Aot'hing 
to oppose but the absurdities -and iHisdiiefs of 
Paganism, «)ust, by the tise of common prudence 
in^e propagatJoaof it, notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion which was as easily foreseen, at fength become 
superior and triumphant. So tliat an Enthusiast, 
who had left instructions how his Ministers should 
act when that time came, would naturally direct 
them to <exeit > ell their %ed ; to detnolisb the 
high places, to cut down the groves, to -slay the 
false prophets with the sword, and to «^tablish a 
perfect uniformity. For there is nothing in which 
the &natic spirit so delights to riot as in the abu- 
sive application of the rules and principles of one 
o( God's dispensations to another^ though of a 
genius directly opposite. 

On tlie other hand, our ever- blessed Master, wh© 
not only foresaw, but predicted, tlie progress and 
superiority of his Goapel, restrains his ministers 
from ajl ambitious politics, and unjust violence, iq 
the single precept of being Jiarmless as doves. For 
while they observed thb rule, and preserved this 
charactef; tliey could never aim at usurping on the 
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State, or tyrannizing in the Church: But woold 
leave the Ma^strate lUs sword ; would leave the 
People their conscience ; arid be content to remit 
the reUgious fate of Kingdoms to the wise providence 
of God ; who in his own good time will bring all 
men to the knowledge* of his Truth. 

Thus hath the holy Founder of our Faith digged 
up, by the very roots, the whole system of Imposture. 
JHe hath quelled the wildness of the Fanatic in the 
command to bfe wise as serpents ; he hath checked 
the ambition of the Enthusiast in the command to 
be harmless as doves : so tliat the unbeliever must 
either acquit him of these affections, or must retract 
what he seemed so willing to allow Him, the greal* 
fiess of his talents and abilities. For, if • we will 
credit these men, The great support of bis Charac- 
ter was a well-directed enthusiasm : and yet he 
effectually contrived to damp its influence at that 
very crisis when an Enthusiast would have let 
loose his genius, and given it the utmost force and 
tnoment. • 

It is seen, that in this account of a well-directed 
Enthusiasm, I have supposed it to consist of an 
equal mixture of Extravagance and Art : the 
firs't betraying itself in the struggle, and the last in 
its application of the fruits of victory. And what- 
bver inconsistence there may^ appear to be in this 
representation^ I apprehend the iault lies only ia 
the contradictions of our corrupt nature:! ' ' 

It is commonly indeed supposed, that the more 

\viid and extravagant a fenatic temper is, the more 
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clear it must needs be of all fraud ^nd artifice: 
But. both reason and experience are ready to shew 
us our mistake. 

Fanaticism is a fire, which heats the. mind indeed, 
l^ut heats without purifying. It sdmulates and 
ferments all the passions ; but it rectifies none of 
them : and thus leaving the appetites unsubdued ; 
pride, vanity, and ambition, insinuate themselves 
^irto the impotent and disordered mind, und^r the 
disguise of purity, holiness, and perfection. And 
w hile they are at work, Religion, which lent them 
these more honest appellations, will be so far from 
curbing the owner in the use of oblique means, that 
the strongest; influence of fanaticism will be naturally 
directed to push him upon them, as the best instru- 
ments for the ready introduction of what he calls 
the truth. 

Nor does the physical state of the Enthusiasts 
mind give any stronger check to fraudulent practice 
than the moral. For when this passion or affectiou 
hath taken possession of a great genius, who, if he 
(ihance to have a lively imagination, is. as subject to 
its controul as the meanest, the violence of iiis ter- 
vours makes him impatient of s^p or defeat, in what 
he takes to be the cause of God; and cqusequently^ 
to cast about for any kind of means to remove or 
repair it : readily persuading himself, tliat any means 
are lawful : And his superior genius m ill enable him 
to find ,them i and when found to hnprove tlieui to 
their utmost use, by all the arts of fraudulent address. 
Hence, if we examine the history of mankind, we 
ihall see, thai the Founders of empires and false 
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religions, which these Artists cotitrived should sup- 
port one another, were frank Enthusiasts : But, at 
the same time, sufficient masters of themselves, to 
turn, with proper address, that spirit which they 
had catched and communicated, to the advance- 
ment of their proper schemes. And it is observable, 
that wherever one of these personated actors was 
not perfect in both his parts, he was soori hissed off 
the stage. The reason is evident : it arises from 
the nature of things. Without Enthusiasni, the 
adventurer could never kindle that fire in his follow- 
ers, which is so necessary to consolidate their mutual 
interests : for no one can heartily deceive numbers, 
who is not first of all deceived himself; or, in other 
words, seem to be in earnest. But then, on the 
contrary, when the spirit of fanaticism is sufficiently^ 
spread and inflamed, it can never produce any great 
or notable issue, unless the raiser and director of 
the machine be so far master of himself as to be 
able to turn the point of this powerful instrument 
to the objects of his project, and keep it constantly 
directed to their advancement. 

Indeed (as hath been observed alxove) the suc- 
cessful Directors of this Drama have generally 
exhibited more of art in their latter scenes, and 
more of enthusiasm ia the former. The reason of 
which too is not less evident. Fanaticisnl is a kind 
of ebullition or critical ferment of the infected 
niind : which a vigorous nature can w ork through, 
and by slow degrees be able to cast off. Hence, 
history informs us of several successful Impostors 
who set Qut in all the blaze of fanaticism, and ended 
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their career in all the depth and stillness of Politic*. 
A prodigy in our nature ; but not the rarest ; and 
exhibited with superior splendor by the famous 
Ignatius Loiola. This illustrious j)€rson, who 
verified the observation of one that almost equalled 
him in his trade, " that a man never rises so high 
as when he does not know whither he is going," 
began his ecstasies in the mire ; and yet ended with 
the direction and execution of Councils, tliat even 
in his own life-time began to give tlie Law to 
Christendom. 

Amidst all these distractions of human reason 
and obliquities of worldly politics, we see a spiritual 
Empire suddenly arise 5 we mark its progress ; we 
trace its extent ; we examine its establishment s &nd 
comparing all its parts with tlieir reference to a whole, 
we find it in effect to have, what was fancied of 
old Rome, every essential character of eternity. 
Yet was this surprizing Revolution brought about 
by means entirely different from those by which all 
the great changes and establishments amongst man- 
kind have been introduced, I mean Fuaud ami 
Fanaticism, What, then, are we to conclude, 
but that the Religion of Jesus is as divine in its 
origine as it is pure and perfect in its essence : and 
that its Author was as free from all the visions 
and obliquities of Enthusiasm as he was replete 
with all the wisdom and virtue of Heaven ? 
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THE CHARACTER AND CONDUCT OF THE 
MESSENGERS OF THE'GOSPEL* 

Matt. v. j 6, 

let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and 
glorify your father which is in heaven* 

OUR Blessed Saviour^ as we may collect from 
the foregoing chapter, had delivered to his 
Followers the great Principles of the Gospel Dis- 
pensation ; which consist in a clearer knowledge of 
the true God ; the lost and forfeited condition of 
man; and restoration to life and immortality by 
feiith in the Messiah. 

Having thus taught them what they were to believe, 
he proceeds in this, and the following chapter, to 
«hew them what they were to practise ; introducing 
fais Sermon on the Mount with the words of my text, 
Let your light so shine before men^ that thcj) may see 
your good works ^ and glorify yoxh* Father which it 
in Heaven: As much as to say. The use you are 
to make of your superior knowledge is to compleat^ 
4md recommend your practice ; that, from thence 
r may 
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may arise, what is the legittmate end of all humw 
actions^ Ghry to God. 

This is th« general sense of the words. But the 
equity, the importance, the necessity of the pre- 
cept, do well deserve a njore particular illustration* 

It consists of three distinct parts. 

The first is contained in the more general direc^ 
tion of Letting our Light shine before men- By 
light is meant knowledg€j or the participation of 
truih\ and not, as it is commonly understood, good 
xcorks. And this appears not only from what hath 
been just observed of the disposition of the precept, 
with regard to what precedes and follows it ; but 
likewise from the propriety of the words themselves, 
Let your light so shi$ie before mem^ that they may see 
your good works ; for the thing seen, and the instru- 
jnent of seeing^ must needs be different Not to speak 
of the propriety of the figure, in the word light for 
knowledge. For what light is to the eye, that know- 
Jedge is to the mind : On which account it is become 
a metaphor running through all languages^ but hatb 
a peculiar grace and energy in the application of my 
text : The Great Author of our faitli being described 
by the inspired men of old under the same figure, 
'That there should come a Star out of Jacob: where- 
fore St John gives him the title of the Light which 
fighteth eyery mat^ that comet hhtto the.xcorld. - 
By this light's shining before men is meant, that it 
-should be diffusive to all, as the nature of light is in 
.itself, which sends out its rays on every^side around j 

and 
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and that it should be communicated to aB, as li^il 
k in its use and application amongst men ; for as 
Jesus says in> the words preceding my text, Neither 
do men light a canHc toptxt it under a bushel^ Imt- 
on a candlestick. 

But rightly to tfppi^ehend the reason of ^vtng txk 
express precept for the doing what appears so natu** 
ral for his followers to do, and so reasonable tbat 
they should do, we must iccMisider the state ami con* 
dition of Truth at the publication of the Gospel ^ 
where we shall lihd that the sodeties of the wise and 
learned) in the schools of tiie philosophets and vck 
the colleges of tlie pnests (from whence issued thei^ 
voluntary mid appointed instructois of the worldX 
had imbibed, from one anoliier, very inveterate pre^ 
judices concerning the Gommuaicatbn of truth to the^ 
people. 

I» &eir sacred fraternities^ pu'tly to hide the 
weakness of the national religion, and paitly to pi*^ 
serve the veneration for, and to increase the gain 
of the priesthood^ every thing was wrapt about witb 
mystery, and shut up withia tj^'e cloisters of tbeiir 
temples. The books tliat contained the doctrine 
and discipline of redi^oh were caroftilly.se^esfcefed 
from commob. eyes^ and the inqtti^Uiye tempers qf 
the vulgar restrained atid chedked by t>ra0ular denun-r 
dations agaiost prophane curiosity* 

The same: inooinmumcaUie:sgirit. prevailed in thQ 
schools of the Philosophers. Th^se. de^if^sed tho* 
people as much as the Priests imposed upon thein ; 
and shaking dfi their coiiinion refettett'to feegfoss 
body of mankind^ tif^Moniifalglui to tliink, that the 
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doctrines and speculations of their schools were of a 
nature too excellent to come into the markets . and 
assemblies erf the Vulgar. Hence their solemn 
engagements of secresy ; by which they kept their 
knowledge confined within the limits of their own 
sect oir profession. Thus stood the JPagan world 
with respect to Truth, . . 

Amongst tlie Jews, That great body called. the 
Pbatisees, which had all the learning and power o£ 
the Sanhedrim in their hands, had likewise, in imi-. 
tation of the GentilecoUeges of Religion and Leam^ 
kig, formed themselves inta a Sect ; and as they had 
borrowed many Pagan practices and opinions, whidi: 
had miserably poUoted tlie Law of Moses, so this/ 
amongst the rest, of confining Wisdom to the walla 
of the tem|)le ; and taking amy the key ^rf know-, 
ledge *Jrom their brfitkren *. 

Sucfli beifag the perverse state of things, it was no 
wonder that Jetos should deem it of high impcitancer 
to liie interests of Truth, to caution his foUow?ers 
against a prejudice that had so universally mfedted 
all the teadher^ of !l^ilosophy and Religion. . ; 

But there, are still further reasons to ihfbrce 
&is precept: The christian faith hath its adoan^- 
tages of shimngj and the Teachers of it ti^ir 
obligations to light it t^ which are no where else 
to be found axnongst ^H tlie various systems of 
wisdom or holiness, 

{^r, V "^^ Religion of Jesiil is fit for, and 

worthy 
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Worthy the* knowledge and examination of every 
nian. The several modes of Pagan worship, as they 
composed the national religions, were contrived and 
jframed by Lawgivers, iii w^ys that best served the/ 
ends of their seVeral societies ; so tliat public ser-' 
vice, rather than truth, being the object of riieir in- 
stitutions, these w^ere but badly fitted for popu- 
lar examination : which, tlierefore, in consequence^ 
was forbid. But Jesus, w^o had no oblique ends 
to serve, his kingdom not being of this worlds de- 
livered only pure and exact truth, which will stand 
the severest test, and most critical inquiry : And 
This, which was so fit, was, at the same time, most 
pecessary to be commiitiicated to alU as propounding 
to mankind, The terms of salvation to be obtained 
only by his Gospel. Unlike, in this too, to the wis* 
dom of the ancient Sages, which comprised only 
idle and fruitless truAs, with which the people had 
BO concern ; or abstract and obscure speculations,, 
idth^wiiich they had no acquaintance. 

S^oondhfj The Teach^ of this Religion had the 
highest obligations freely to communiqate of tiim,. 
know}e4g^ tpi others. Tlie pretence, on which the, 
ipcie]9t,xi]|aster8 of wisdom justified themselves in ai 
contrany practice, was the cost and labour they had, 
l>een at in acquiring knowledge. A loag and studious 
application to letters, in the painful probationary 
trials of their schods; The many and dangerous, 
Toy^s they had undertaken in searc^^ oif wisdora^^ 
at the^r gr^at expence of foitujie, ^j^se, and health ; 
These gave them, as they tiiought, an exclusive pro- 
perty in the Truth* which they Ead so dearly bought, 
' -* audi 
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and so often paid for. Whereas the followers of 
Jesus bad all their divine wisdom brought home 
unto them, without cost or search. Hence it is that 
their Master elsewhere tells theni^ Freely you have 
received; freely give *. That is, you can have no 
pretence to conceal, or sell, the Knowledge, which 
was g^ven to you without search or price. 

IL But it was not enough for this light to shine 
before men ; it was not enough for the followers of 
Jesus to communicate of their saving knowledge to 
others: it was So to shine, that the world might see 
and understand the virtues of its enlighteners. And 
this is the second paiticular of the precept. Let 
your light so shine heforemeny that they may see your 
good works. And as before, the Property of light 
was alluded to, in the command that it should shine ; 
so here, the Use, that it should so shine* For light 
18 not held forth for the naanifestation of itself; but 
to illustrate something else, which, men would re- 
commend to public notice. 

It is here supposed, you see, that the Doc- 
trines of Christianity will lend a light to good 
works, whereby they may be better seen and under-' 
stood. And this with gredt reason. There are two' 
ways of estimating moral actions; either by the 
merit of the Performer, or by the benefit of the 
Effects* If by the benefit of their effects, there is 
no need of knowing the motive of tlie actor; on 
which . all merit must be estimated. In suctf 
case, we only praise the action for the good it 

-. ♦Matt.x. 8. J . ^-^ 
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produceth: or if the actor have any share in the 
applause; as his motives may, for aught we. 
know, be only prepossession, habit, or gentleness, 
of temper; it is but just such commendation as we 
giv^ to animds undegenerate, and displaying the 
good qualities of their respective species. But when 
we would estimate good works by the merit of the 
Performer, which is the case in question, we are 
then to know his motives of action. These arise 
out of J)iis principles ; and are more or less noble as 
those principles are more or less legitimate. Now 
as the principles, or lights of true religion produce 
the noblest motives {or good zvorks^ which are love 
of God and universal benevolence towards man; 
with great reason does the holy Jesus suppose, that 
this light will add the highest lustre to Christian* 
MOKAls; and make them, as he well expresses.it, 
seen; that is, seen in their full light and splendor. 

By this branch of tlie precept, again, it was our 
Master s purpose to discriminate his followers from 
the Pagan priesthood ; who neither practised virtue 
themselves, nor taught it as of much avail to the 
people. If tliey were but frequent in their temple 
service, and exact in iheir ritual solemnities, thtee, 
false guides assured them that the gods^were pleased, ; 
and they had done their duty, 
. It was much the same with the Jewish. The love 
of God and of their neighbour was forgotten, or- 
fnade of none effect y as our Lord tells them, through, 
their tractions * ; and nothing found to supply their, 
place, but igtew Moons and Sabbaths, Jasts and^ 
* Mf^]^ Hi. ig. 

YoiriX* i^ iol<snm 

) 



. Digitized by 



Google 



i^ SERMON VIL 

solemn assemblies *; which had so thorouj^dy^ 
usurped the place of Virtue, as, in time, even to 
dispute the very name with it. 

III. But we have not yet the foil sense of my 
text. It was not enough that the light of Jesus's 
followers shone before men, and that their g-oois^ works 
were seen by it : They were to be such good works 
as from whence glory to God might result. Let 
your light so shine before men^ that they may see 
your good works j and glorify your Father which is 
in Heaven. And this is the third and last particular 
of the precept 

It would be the highest folly and arrogance, in 
the reptile, man, to imagine that he, by any of his 
endeavours, could add to the glory of Gody with 
whom essentially dwells all power and perfection for 
evermore. But though the pomp of ceremonies, the 
servility of prostrations, the cost of sacrifices, and 
the dedication of sumptuous temples, can add 
nothing to his^fory ; yet is he graciously pleased, so 
long as we continue subject to his Son, and obedient 
to bis laws, to reckon our procuring and advancing 
our own mutual happiness, by the exercise of good 
workSf as the augmentation of his proper glory. 

But it is not only in the endy but in the meansy of 
procuring human happiness, that our holy religion 
hath advantages pecuUar to itself, for the promotion 
of God's glory. We are taught by Ais reli^n, 
&at, of ourselves, and without the assistance of 
J^e^ven^ we cap do fw good wark^ for ti^at it is the 
^ Isaiah i 13. 
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Holy Spirit who directs us both to will and to do 
of his awn good pleasure^. God therefore being the 
immediate giver of this grace, all that proceeds from 
'it must be placed to his account, and to the augmen* 
tation of his glory. 

Here again will the followers of Jesus be dis- 
tinguished from all other teachers. The Pagan and 
Jewish priesthood were, indeed, by their very 
profession, taught, that the glory of the Deity was to 
be their aim. For religion being their employment, 
and the object of religion, God ; they could not 
but see that his glory was principally to be regarded. 
But in the way of doing it they were both equally 
mistaken^ They placed this glory, as we observed 
before, only in the magnificence of their temples, 
the train of their processions, the awfulness of 
sacrifice, and the humiliation of expiatory penances. 
They never suspected that peacCj good-will towards 
men, advanced glory to God in the highest. 

The Philosophers were still more in the dark as 
to this matter. For though, in one point, they saw 
clearer than the priests, that A'irtue was infinitely 
preferable to the pomp of solemnest sacrifice ; yet, 
in cultivating the duties of morality, they were so 
fer from thinking of the ghry of God, that they 
refined and sublimated Virtue for no other purpose 
than to advance the glory of man. Nor could it 
well be otherwise amongst men, who were ignorant 
bqth of the true ground of moral obligation, and of 
4)ur natural inability to act upon it: from which 
iwo principlsS; rightly derived, glory to God most 

♦ Philip, ii. 13, 
\ . ^ X 2 eminently 
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eminently results. For, first, their motives ta the 
practice of virtue were absurd and illegitimate. 
One followed li for the love of farm and reputation ; 
anotiier, for the intrinsic beauty of its nature ; a 
third, for the benefit of its effects ;. a fourth, for 
tliat the laws of his country required it ; a fifth, 
for he knew not why : But none practised it on its 
true principle, conformity to the will of God : from 
whence glory to him naturally proceeds., Again. 
They were as much mistaken in man's ability. They 
pretended that their Sage had the whole exercise 
of virtue in his power, by the mere force and recti- 
tude of his own nature, without any aid or assistance 
from the Deity. Nay, the Sloics, a sect which, of 
all others, most cultivated the science and practice 
of morality, were so far from seeking the assistance 
of Heaven, that, with an unparalleled extravagance, 
they placed their wise* man in a rank superior to 
their Gods, as having in him something of higher 
strength and fortitude ; for that he persevered in 
virtue, amidst a thousand difficulties and discourage^ 
.ments; whereas the virtue of the Gods had no 
temptations to shake it *. In a word, such utter 
strangers were they, in general, both to the nature of 
God and Man, that Cicero, delivering the sentiments 
of ancient wisdom on this matte% expresses himself 
to this effect: "All the commodities of life, says 

* Est aliquid, quo sapiens aatecedat Deum. Vie 
naturae beneficio, non suo sapiens est. Sen. Ep. liii.-*- 
Ferte fortiter, hoc est quo Deum antecedatis. llle extia 
:patientiam malorumest, vos[Sapieates] supra patiesitiaiil. 
Idem Lib. Quare bonis, etc. 

"he. 
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*' he, are the gift of Heaven, but virtue no man 
** ever yet thou^t came from God. For, who ever 
"returned him thanks, that he was good and 
"honest? And why should he? for virtue is, of 
*^ right, our own praise, and that in which man 
*^ reasonably GLOEiES. This, in short, is the opinion 
*^ of all the world, that the goods of Fortune are to 
" be asked of Heaven, but that wisdom is to be 
"had only from ourselves *." 

But now it will be said, and it is not an objection 
to be concealed. How is this precept to the Disciple, 
to be accommodated to the Master's practice ? Jesus 
directs the Messengers of his word to kt their light 
shine before men : and yet his own was so obscurely 
dispensed, that his followers are ever and anon 
soliciting him to explain his meaning. And his 

♦ The whole passage is in these words : Atque hoc 
quidem omnes mortales sic habent, externas commodi-. 
tates, vineta, segetes, oliveta, ubertatem frugum et 
ituctuum, omnem denique commoditatem prosperitatem- 
que vitae, h, Diis se habere : virtutem autem iiemounquam 
acceptamDeo retuHt. Niminim rect^. Propter virtutem . 
enim jure laudamur, et in virtute recte glori- 
AMUR. Quod NONcontiQgeret, si id donum a beo, non 
k no\ns haberemus. At ver5 aut honoribus aucti, aut 
re familiari, aut si aliud quippiam nacti sumus fortuiti 
boni^ aut depulimus mail, ci^m Diis gratias agimu, turn 
nihil nostrae laudi assumtum arbitramur. Num quis, 
qu6d bonus vir esset, gratias Diis egit unquam? At qu6d 
dives, qu6d honoratus, qu6d incolumis Ad rem au- 
tem ut redeam, judicium hoc omnium mortallum est, 
fortunam si Deo petendam, si seipso sumendam esse 
jAFiENTi AM. De Nat. Deor, 1. iii.x. 36. 
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answer to them, upon one of these occasions, only' 
increases the embarras. Unto you (says he) it is 
given to know the Mystery of the Kingdom of God, 
but, unto them that are "without, all these things are 
done in parables; that seeing they may see and not 
perceive, and hearing they may hear and not under- 
stand; lest at any time they should be concerted, 
and their Sins should be forgiven them*. A penurious 
dispensation of truth is the least offensive circum- 
stance in this dreadful account of his commission. 
The keeping numbers in darkness, in order to work 
their destruction, gives but an untoward idea of a 
divine Messenger; and a much worse of him in 
particular who, by his own declaration, was sent 
not to destroy mens lives but to save them'\, or, as 
he expresses it on an occasion more to our present 
purpose, to save that which was lost [j;. 

I shall examine this offensive circun>stance in the 
Gospel dispensation, not merely to shew the confer-' 
mity between Jesus's own practice, and that which 
in my text he recommends to his followers; but 
principally to vindicate the justice of the divine 
conduct towards those, who, it is confessed, were 
the proper objects of his vengeance. And the rath^, 
as this circumstance is become a stumWing-block, 
which licentious men are ever ready to throw in liie 
way of the staggering and tlie weak-sighted. 

In order to do this, we must go back to the 
institution of the Law. This establishment, though 
preparatory to the Gospel, >afi yet, in order to fit 

♦ Mark iv. ii, 12. f Luke^ix, 56. 

% Matt, xviii. 11. 
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St to the genius of the Jewish people, delivered tmder 
a carnal cover ; which, for the sake of what was to 
4:om€f the Prophets, from time to tiine, were ever lift- 
ing up ; and pointing to the spiritual substance be- 
neath. Notwithstanding this attention of Providence 
to conduct them to their true happiness, the genius 
of the people prevailed ; and instead of suiFering the 
Subject disclosed by the prophets to erect their 
minds to heavenly things, They catched at the 
ExPREi^siON to fortify themselves in their carnal 
habitudes. In a word. The Jews growing more 
and more earthly-minded ; and with an obstinacy 
so peculiar to them, that their blindness seemed to 
spread in proportion to their increase of day-light; 
By such time as the change of the economy 
approached, any cover for truth, even the plainest 
apologue, or most obvious parable, was sufficient to 
keep them in that ignorance, into which their pas* 
sions and prejudices had brought them. 

Against this hardness of heart and grossness of 
understanding, the prophets had long struggled, by 
all the address qf information, by all severity of 
reproof; till at length, every mean of reformati(Mi 
having proved ineffectual, God, in his wise pro- 
vidence, thought fit, that those who would not suffer 
him to save Ihem should, for a warning to an 
impious world, have their rejection of the Lord of 
life predicted by the mouth of his Prophets; and 
their final destruction recorded in their own Oracles* 

The time foretold was now come. The Lord of 
life was sent to them and to all Mankind^ And 
agreeable to his business, was his Office and Cha- 

h 4 racter* 
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racier. To mankind at large he was primarily a di- 
' vine Messenger : To the Jews, a divine Messenger 
foretold. To prove his mission, he worked mira- 
cles : to prove himself the Messiah, he fulfilled 
Prophecies. Under the first part of his Character, 
his light shone before men in the manner he recom- 
mends it to his followers* imitation : under the latter, 
it *Ac7<e indeed, but so as to be subservient and 
instrumental to the evidence arising from tlie marks 
predicted of their promised Deliverer. Now God, 
by Isaiah, had said, " Also I heard the voice of 
S^ the Lord saying, Whom shall I send and who 
*^ will go for us ? Then said I, Here am I, send me. 
^* And he said, Go and tell this people. Hear ye 
*' indeed, but understand not ; and see ye indeed, 
** but perceive not. Make the heart of this people 
''^^ fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 
' ** eyes : lest they see with their eyes, and hear 
" with their ears, and understand with their heart, 
*' and convert and be healed *." From this pro- 
phecy, (which the Disciples might have seen was 
then fulfilling on the Jews f , in the very mode of 
communicating the Gospel to thr m) our blessed 
Saviour deduceth the proof of his Messiah-Charac- 
ter-— f^w^o you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God: but to others in parables ; 
that seeing they might not see^ an4 hearing the;y 
might not ufiderstand'^. As much as to say. Take 
this mark amongst others of the truth of my pre* 
tensions : My offers of Salvation, as was foretold, 

* Isfu^h vi. 8^ 9, lo. t Matt. xiij. 14, Johu jcii. 39. 
;J; Luke viii. 10, • 
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are rejected of my Countrymen ; and I have de- 
Kvered my message to them in such terms, and 
attended with such circumstances, as the good pro- 
vidence of God hath foretold ; and by foretelling, 
hath prescribed the Messiah to employ, in order to 
promote the accomplishment of his will. So that 
Jesus, we see, is not here declaring the Mode, in 
tvhich, as a divine messenger, he was to propound 
God's good will to man : Much less is it any inti- 
mation of the peculiar Genius of the Gospel; 
which in one place selected its favourites,, arid in 
another doomed the unhappy to perdition : But it 
is a simple assertion that the prophetic prediction, 
or, if you will, God's sentence, was now fulfilling 
or executing on the Jews : And that Jesus, as 
the instrument of its completion, was indeed the 
Messiah foretold. In a word; he is here simply 
instructing his followers in the wise and wonderful 
accomplishment of Scripture prophecy, concerning 
the fate of the Jews and the fortunes of their 
Messiah; to convince them of God's righteous 
dealings, arid of the truth of his own mission. Let 
what consequence soever therefore, concerning the 
divine justice, be drawn from this declaration, it 
concerns not Jesus, as preacher of the Gospel; but 
God himself as the giver of the iaw. 

We address ourselves then, with due reverenee, 
to justify his ways to man ; which we trust may be 
done without presumption or difficulty, where Re- 
velation infonns us of the act; and Natural light 
instructs us in the equity and reason of it.—'* Also 

"I beard 
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^"-I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall 
^' I send and who will go for us? Then said I, 
^^ Here am I, send me. And he said^ Go and tell 
" this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not ; 
'* and see ye indeed, but perceive not Make the 
'^ heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, 
" and shut their eyes : lest they see with their eyes, 
*^ and hear with their ears, and understand with 
" tlieir heart, and convert and be healed/' 

Here, we see, the event predicted, is the rejection 
of the Messiah : and though we find it so predicted 
as may seem to imply it was likewise influenced, 
lest they see with their et/es^ yet as we are able to 
give a good account why such terms might be used 
though no such influence were exerted, it does not 
follow that the event was indeed influenced. 

First then, we may observe, that, bad it beai the 
intent of the Holy Spirit to impress upon the hearer 
no more than the certainty of the event, we 
cannot conceive how this idea could have been con- 
veyed more naturally and elegantly than by words 
which imply an influence, make the heart of this 
people faty S^c. For the human mind being unable 
to reconcile free-will and prescience, it can hardly 
be brought to consider a future event as any other 
thftn a contingency, till the idea of a superior 
influence be taken in« 

Secondly, where the matter revealed concerns 
God s MOBAL GOVERNMENT, the subjiect seems to 

require, 
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require, that tlie natural effects of vice should be 
represented as positive inflictions, as judicial pu- 
flfisboient for crimes. Philosophically speaking, A 
hardness of heart, in the course oi things, brought 
on this * fatal blindness : But, prophetically. The 
blindness is a Punishment for their, hardness of 
\xATt ; to them that- are without^ all these things 
are done in parables^ that seeing they may see and 
not perceive^ etc. 

The subject, I say^ seems to require this repre- 
sentation ; men being but too apt to consider the 
natural issue of things, as out of the bounds of 
moral government ; though in reality it make a 
very essential part : for what such men call the- 
Eternal relations are indeed no other than a 
a DISPOSITION, of God's fiee appointment: and 
therefore whatever evil results from such disposition, 
may in a moral sense be truly and properly con- 
sidered as a positive infliction. 

And I am the rather inclined to believe that the 
prophecy in question is to be understood in this 
sense, when I consider the conduct both of Jesus 
and his apostles to this abandoned people. The first 
offer of the Gospel is made to them : and it is not 
till their rejection of it, that Jesus turns to the Gen- 
tiles, He took care that his followers should observe 
the same conduct. And no reasonable account, I 
think, but this, can be given of his suffering them 
to remain so long under the delusion of that gross 
prejudice, that the offer and benefits of the Gospel 
w^^e confined" to the race erf Abraham. For the con- 
sequence of this was their being, strongly driven to 

. - try 
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tiy all methods with a people to whom their com- 
mission was supposed both to begin and end. They 
were so driven ; and did not leave Judea till forced 
away by persecution : and then, the same prejudice 
turned tiiem, first of all, to the dispersed amongst 
the Gentiles*. 

But let us now suppose this predicted blindness 
to be, what the objectors would have it, a positive 
infliction of evil. If ever there were punishments 
in mercy, this was certainly one of them. We see 
fitrni their whole history, how morally impossible it 
was that they should be converted by any mere con- 
viction. All their Acuities were so totally possessed 
with ideas of a temporal deliverance, that they would 
have rejected a spiritual dominion even from the 
hand of God himself : as they had before rejected a 
glorious Theocracy under his own ineffable admi- 
nistration, for the sake of a fashionable Tyranny, 
like what their neighbours groaned iinder. Now, in 
so desperate a condition, the increase of light must 
have been the increase of condemnation. The 
greatest mercy therefore that could have been af- 
forded them was to make their heart fat y their ears 
heavy, and to shut their eyes. 

JBut he who will insist that the words, which fol- 
low — lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, and 
convert and be healed — do necessarily imply a 
punishment in udgment, rather than in mercy, 
shall not be contended with by me : so little rebsaa 
do I think we have to stand out, from the appre- 

* JoImvii;35; 
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hension of its impinging on tlie moral attributes of 
God. Be it tlien a punishment in judgment 

To suppose no such for lopg slighted grace, i;^ 
making the highest benefit the cheapest and the 
vilest: and if we suppose any, the most adequate 
seems to be the loss of that which had been long, 
and impiously abused. 

To believe offered salvation to be always at hand, 
after much scornful rejection of it, is to divest God 
of his justice ; and to leave him nothing to exercise 
over man but his mercy. But whenever the con- 
clusions, which we draw concerning God's dispen- 
sations towards us, from one of his attributes, are 
made at the expence of anotber9 we may be assured 
that they aje false, because unreasonable. 

Further, Every covenant of God with man, on 
the system of God's revealed will, is a covenant of 
grace or favour; Which therefore may be justly 
made (as in fact it is made) with this conditional 
punishment annexed and declared. And what fitter, 
in the nature of things, than that long and continued 
insults on the Giver should be punished by a total 
deprivation of the gift ? 

But lastly, this part of the great Dispensatioa 
seems, in some cases, to be necessary for the support 
and dignity of God's moral government If God 
had nothing to do but to pardon, man would soon 
find nothing to do but to offend. . 

Tlie two great sources of human infelicity are 
PRESUMPTION and prejupices; and these we 
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are apt to indulge in all the objects of our vill and 
judgment: the consequence of which is, our so 
frequent miscarriagee in the pursuits both of hap* 
^XNEss and knowledge. 

One of the boldest instances of presumption is 
our so commonly rteglecting the calls of grace: so 
that nothing less than this awful part of God's dis* 
pensation, the shutting the door on those who have 
long and vilely trifled with it, was sufficient to gite 
a check to so impious a folly, 
' The impatience of labour, and the violence and 
lallurements of the appetites, are the source of all 
bur prejudices and wrong judgments: and while 
we continue to be misled by that master prejudice, 
the INNOCENCE OF ERROR, there is little reason to 
expect we should be disposed to bring our opinions 
to a strict account. But this awakening truth, of 
the punishment for abused mercy in taking away 
the means of information, will dispose us to give Re- 
ligion as early and fair hearing; and make us sen- 
sible that Error is never innocent while the door of 
Truth stands open before us. 

But the best proof of God's righteous dealing are 
the THINGS DONE : and it is only for want of fall 
demonstration here, that we are forced to have re- 
course to any other : It being but to supply and sup- 
port the lower degrees of evidence in tiie history of 
G()d*s dispensation, that we reason upon the justice of 
them from the nature of things. In all cases where 
we have sensible dempustration of the fact, the rea- 
soning, as is fit, goes the other way; and the justice 
of doing is proved from the thing done^ Whether God 

could 
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could cast off his chosen nation, and keep or leave 
them in irremediable blindness, is to be proved, 
where the rejection rests onjy on moral evidence, 
from what we know of his nature and attributeul 
But where this punishment, whose commencement 
rests only on such evidence, is still executing bdbre 
our eyes, in this case, the sensible demonstration of 
the fact is a better proof of the justice of it, than 
ail that metaphysic reasoning can supply. 

This we presume to be the real case of the Jewish 
people. Whenever this dreadful judgment of God, 
which fell upon them in a national destruction, had 
its beginning; whether at, or before their refusal of 
^salvation from the Lord of life ; so much at least is 
certain, .that it still continues to operate with unre- 
mitted vigour. For, as in civil tribunals, which are 
wont, in the case of more atrocious criminals whose 
death but half satisfies the demands of justice, to 
doom the lifeless carcase to be gibetted up in terror^ 
and exposed to the sight of the survivors, so it hatb 
pleased eternal Justice to act, in its disposition of 
the remains of this unhappy nation. For though 
their civil and religious policies have been long 
overthrown and abolished, yet the Name survives, 
and the Race still exists, as dif^tinct'and separate^ 
and perlmps more unmixed than while they were 
aNatito. A dreadful distinction, and supported 
against a thousand circumstances which must, accord- 
ing to all our rules and experience of human affairs, 
have long since swallowed and absorbed thetn into 
the. great and undi^tinguishable mass of niankind. 
The circumstances, I mean, are such as ame from 
K their 
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their dispersion over the M^hole earth, without proper 
habitation, country, or national connexion. For a 
fixed abode, as the head-quarters of a powerless 
people, seems to be a kind of preservative against 
extinction ; and as we are told (by those who would 
willingly lessen the miracle of this punishment) hath 
actually kept in being, the Guebres and the Parsis 
in some retired corners of India. And yet the ten 
TRIBES, when doomed to the like destruction, found 
a fixed habitation; who nevertheless are absorbed 
and lost as if they had never been. Now, though 
the philosopher and politician will but badly account 
for this ; the religionist can resolve it with ease* 
He says, that God Almighty had decreed and fore- 
told that the first dispersion should absorb the name 
and memory of the people punished ; and that the last 
should preserve and hold them up, the visible- objects 
of his present vengeance, and of his future mercy. 
But then, how are they held up? As the refuse 
of the earth, the outcast of nations, and the oppro- 
brium of humanity ; equally hated and detested by 
all the differing religions and various policies of man- 
kind. For, in order to convey down the justice of 
the sentence, along with the execution, (so wonder- 
ful are the ways of God) the vice of this abandoned 
people continues to this day, as inseparable from 
their persons, as the punishment it produced upon 
their race. And avarice, fraud, and a savage inhu- 
mamty, like an incurable leprosy, as eflfectually 
distinguish their obduracy froih the shifting follies of 
mankind, as does tfae adherence to their rabbinical 
nuperstitions, 
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To resume then, and to conclude with the main 
question, which led us into this inquiry. The con- 
sistency between the openness and evidence recom- 
mended by Jesus to his followers ; and the parables 
and dark speeches delivered by himself. 

We presume, it now appears, that there is a per- 
fect harmony and agreement between the precept 
and the example : that the first is declarative of the 
essential genius of the Gospel ; the second only an 
occasional appeal to the evidence of Jesus's MesSiah- 
character: and consequently, which is the inference 
to be drawn from both, that throughout the course 
of Christ's ministry, every thing, as well what was 
kept back from some, as what was clearly and fiilly 
revealed to others, equally tended to the advance- 
ment of Gods Glory, and the good of mankind* 
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THE EDIFICATION OF GOSPEL 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

2 Pet. k 5—7. 

giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and 
to knowledge temperance, and to tem- 
perance patience, and to patience 
.godliness, and to godliness brotherly- 
KINDNESS, AND TO BROTHERLY-KINDNESS 
CHARITY* 

TH£ holy Apostle beginning his ifai'ewel epistle 
to the Churches with a commendation of their 
Faith, takes occasion from thence to instruct them 
in the nature of that Christian Edificatioit 
which they were tp raise on it; and, as his last 
labour 4^ Imty brings together, and lays in, all the 
▼arious materials proper for so great a work. 

But we shall have a very wrong, and much top 
low, conceptipn of our Apostle's skilly if we consider 

^This Discolffse was pri^tadl and paUished white' 
the iUbel AKtaf «al^ io fiaglaod, a tbe J^ 
yeai>74> 
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these but as materials rudely thrown together witbouf 
art or choice ; and standing in need of other hands 
to range them in that architectonic order wherein 
they are tp^ bf employed. For on a cardftil survey 
of his plan it will be found, that no other than that 
Spirit which directed the wer45«ien of the old taber- 
nacle could give so artful a disposition to the ma- 
terialg of this* new building rwt made with hands, 
whose builder ojfd maker is God *. 

He hath marked out the Foundation, be hath 
fixed the Basis, proportioned the Members, adorned 
the Superstructure, and crowned the Whole with 
flie richest of materials. And all this with such 
justice of science, sublimity of thought, and force of 
genius, that every foregoing Virtue gives stability 
to the following; and every following imparts per- 
fection to that which went before : Where the 
three Orders of this heavenly achitecturc, the hu- 
man, the DIVINE, and social Virtues, are so 
masterly disposed, that the hufnan and social have 
fiieir proper strengths and graces heightened and 
supported hj the common connexion of the divine : 
Where every thing, in short, coficurs, in its proper 
iJtation, Jbr the ^perfecting of the Saint Sj for the 
edljying of the Body of Christ '\. ^ 
'" In conformity to the Masters of Science, who 
deliver it to theif disciiples' as a first principle, that* 
rfo' considerable ^advancement' is to be expected 
viithbut much pains and laboiiir, biir holy artist irf^ 
tytlduc^thahisdrul^sr witib thfe prelimimtry preciept,^— 
OfViNii^^^ij; DxoxksQsi^ And if thi^^Jbanecessai^ 

♦ 2 Cor* v. I. Heb, xi. lo. f Eph. i^ w. *^ C 
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in civil matters, where nothing opposeth the progresil 
to perfedtion but the length of nrt and shortness oj 
Ufe ; with how greiat reason are, we here enjoined 
diligence, wliere, besides thos<e discouragements, w6 
have numerous enemies \Nithin us under the^ dis- 
guise of friends, the confederated Passions, to retard 
our progress ; and devils, and evil men without, to 
stpp us as we press. forward in the career of virtue^ 

But the necessity of this diligence will be fully 
seen in the sequel of our discourse ; where we ex- 
plain the care and circumspectiom required in th^ 
cultivation of every Christian Virtue, here recom* 
mended, to prevent its languishing by defect, or 
luxuriating by excess. 

St Peter, as a wise master-builder^, chuseth for 
his foundation that bock on which our Lord had . 
promised him to ^wi/fi? fAeCAwrcA; . 

Add to your fa i th — '■ — 
as directed by the same divine Spirit wkh his fellow- 
labourer St. Paul, -v^Yio bids every man take Heed 
kow lie buildeth ; for other foundation can no mdk 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ f • 

But tlie simplicity and clearness of the doctrine of 
Faith could not secure it, even in the apostoli<{ 
times, from being perverted to countenance the most 
fatal error concerning its nature and efficacy ; while 
it was mistaken to be alotie suflficienl to make mati 
acceptable to his Maker, and, without good works^ 
to entitle him to the rewards of the Gospel-x:ovenant. 
To explain the original causes of this error, and 

♦ 1 Cor. iii. 10. f Id. ilK lu 
' M 3 to 
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to shew hdw tbe perfect novelty of the doctrine of 
Faith-<*->the illustrious markd of that Spirit, which then 
accompanied the profesfrion of the Faith — and the 
method the Holy Spirit directed the Apostles to pur- 
sue in the propagation of the Gospel — ^to shew, I 
$ay» how all these accidentally contributed to support 
this error, is beside tbe bounds and purpose of the 
present discourse. 

It shall suffice to observe, that this^ dangerous ex* 
travagance, which hath ^continued morel or less, to 
infect ail ages of the Christian Church, spread im- 
mediately so, swift and wide, upon the wings of that 
divine truth, that a man i$ justified by faith without 
the deeds of the law *, that the apostolic writers 
ifound it necessary to ^ve it a frequent and formal 
confutation. And on this account, St, Peter's first 
precept enjoins us to add or build Virtue upon 
laith. 

AM to your Faith, Vibtp e t- 
.From henceforth, Faiths which, while it, was 
fipgle and solitary, remained dead, as the sacred 

♦ Rom. Hi. 28. 

f I understand the word ipm^ in this place, in its 
eommon acceptation as it is used by moral writers. But 
Grotius gays, Vox apm; non potest hie ita generaliter 
$xam ut Phil. iv. 8. & apud Philosophos. , It is fit we 
hear his reason, that tbe reader may judge between us« 
Sequuntur eaim multa virtutum nomina, quare ofHh 
hie recte puto posse accipi fortitt^dinem in fide. He 
owns— Est in hoc periodo egregia gradatio. I think I 
have shewn there is such a gradation; but its beauty 
and correctness depend on igiins being taken generaliter, 
Ut Phil, if, Si. 4r tg^ Philc^OB. 

writers 
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writers express it^ being thus clothed upon by ^rtue^ 
becomes alive and vigorous, and productive of all 
the fruits of grace and immoiftality. 

A reciprocal advantage Virtue, thus erected^ 
receives frixa Faith : for we shall find these advan* 
tages to be, all the way, reciprocal. The weakness 
of uuguided Reason, and the violence of ill-balanced ' 
passions, l^d reduced moral virtue, both in 
principle and practice, to so shadowy and precarious 
an existence, that the Wisest ia the Pagan world 
could not forbear lamenting its helpless condition ; 
and owning that nothing but a Revelation from 
Heaven could realize and support it. 

They mistook the true foundation of Morality; 
Some placing it in the native excellence of virtue, 
others in the exterior benefits, of which it is pro^ 
(luctive. They were left destitute, and exposed tQ 
the firee rage of ungoverned passions, without aid| 
and with uncertain prospect of reward. 

But it was the Dispensation of Faith, which 
taught us that the true foundation of Morality was 
compliance to the will of our Creator and sovereiga , 
Lord. It was Faith which enabled us to surmount 
all the opposition of the appetites, by boldiug ou( 
to us an infinite reward ; and which the assistance 
of the Holy Spirit hatla placed within our reaciu 
Thus, to use the words of the apostle Jude, bmld-^ 
ing up ourselves on mir most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghost, keeping ourselves in the love ^f 
Gody roe may look for the mercy (^ our Lord Jesm 
Christ mHo eternal life ^ 

♦ Ver. 20, at. . 

M 4 But 
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But though Virtue be here enjoined, and in dtt 
the preaching of our blessed Saviour, and iri all the 
tvritings of his Apostles, incessantly repeated and 
inforced ; yet if we expect to find in them any 
regular or methodic body of -Morality, we shall be 
much mistaken. • With respect to this, the New- 
Testament, all along, refers us to another Guide. 
For God having before revealed the whole doctrine 
of Morality by the Religion of Nature, and 
none of God's dispensations contradicting another, 
it was enough for the first teachers of Christianity, 
when they preached up VirtuCy ^ to refer their fol- 
lowers for particulars, to what Natural Religion 
taught concerning it. 

' This being so, and that the great Pandect of the 
Law of Nature is to be searched and studied, in 
wder to attain a perfect knowledge' of moral duty, 
there is need oi much pains and exercise of mind to 
learn that Virtue we are here enjoined to build 
iipon' Faith. For though Nature hath stamped so 
strongly the first principles of moral duty in the 
breasts of all men, that even a kind of fiiendly 
instinct will not suffer us to be totally ignorant of 
them ; yet the numerous deductions from those 
first principles, of what is fit and right, jn every 
^circumstance of life, being to be collected by the 
"Setting together, comparing, and sorting our ideas, 
through all the various combinations of moral com- 
plexities, it requires, even with the assistance of 
Holy Writ, much reflection and habitude; and 
without that assistance, is a task utterly unsurmount*- 
able, as the experience of all ages hath fully shewn. 

Scripture 
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ScriptuTE then constatitly referring to the Law of 
Nalure, what can re&ult from the study ot Scripture, 
by one ignorant of that Law, but doubt and uncer- 
tainty, if modest ; and if vain and presuming, and 
at the same time (w^iich hatli too often happened) 
a teadb^ of others by profession, what but mistakes 
and errors, 'the fatal errora of Superstition and 
Fanaticism ? For doubtless to an ignorance of 
Natural Religion must be ascribed those extrava- 
gances to wliich so many Sectss and Parties have, in 
tiieir several tarns, been obnoxious. 

But much of this mischiet had been avoided, had 
men duly attended to the words of our Apostle : 
who, with this design, gave us the next precept oi 
my text- Addy says he^ 

to F?r#Wei'KNOWEBDGE ; 

er that wisdom which is the result of the study of 
KaturiB in the pursuit of Truth. 

' 'L Aiid that you may sed with how prophetic, 
as well as just, a spirit 6t. Peter was' here directed,' 
I shall Stop a tnomcnt to hold you out a picture of 
ji^#r^^«c unattended with that Knowledge i copied 
from no obscure or disgraced originals; but from! 
^ucb whose lives are preached up for examples, and 
^ tiieir deaths commemorated with divine honours; 
such as have shrines and altars dedicated to their 
worship; and vows and petitions offered up to their 
divinity ; in one word, popish saints. 

To understand this matter truly. We must con- 
siderj -that Virttie consists in acting agreeably to 
tho^e relations;^ in which we ^tand to our common 

Humanity, 
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Humanity, our FeUow-creatures» and our Creator. 
For as REiiiGioN, in the largest sense.of the wwd, 
includes the duty we owe ourself and neighbour ; 
so Morality, in its larger sense, includes tho 
observance <tf that relation we stand in towards 
God And when the practice respects man, it is 
called Virtue ; when it respects God, it is Piett, 

These relations are commonly distingubhed into 
the humauy the sodai^ and the divine virtues : The 
end and design of all which is to perfect man's 
nature; 

1. By restraining^ regulatii^ and directing, the 
private and selfish appetites, according to the dictates 
of reason. 

2. By cultivating, improvmg, and enlarging the 
social passions and affections* and employing them 
in the service of our Species^ accordiitg to the 
dictates of charity. 

;$. By exercising our understandings in the con* 
fatmplation of tlie first Cause, and by owning our 
relation to him in suitable acts of rational worship, 
in order to unite us to our supreme Good, according 
to the dictates of grace. 

Kow when, in the Church of Rome, Knawkdge 
came to be esteemed of no use to improve or direct 
Virtue ; but that Ignorance was thought as well the 
mother of all other virtues, as of Devotion : When 
tlie Law of Nature came to be shunned as a danger* 
pus and fallacious guide; and Faithy traditional, 
hot scriptural, had usurped its province of inter- 
preting Gospel-righteousness i then it wasi that 
' - 24 these 
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these bright examples of a new kind of virtue ap- 
peared amongst them, in a barbarous rabble of 
Saints; who under the common , name of R£LI* 
Gio us, and on pretence of a more sublime and 
elevated virtue, than natural Religion taught, ran 
into the most horrid excesses of Fanaticbm and 
Superstition. For, 

I. Instead of regulating the selfish appetites, 
they laboured all they could to eradicate and destroy 
them, as things, even in their nature, vicious ; as the 
graceless furniture of the old man with his affections 
and lusts. All was dismal and dark about them : 
inordinate watchings, excruciating disdplines, attenu- 
ating labours : these miseries, still further a^ravated 
by hunger, thirstt and nakedness, were the best 
means these poor mistaken followers of Himj who 
said his yoke was eas^ and his burthen lights could 
think of to regulate the selfish passions. Till 
the body, deprived" of every kind of good, which the 
gracious hand of Providence hath so largely poured 
out for the solace of its creatures, gave way, and 
yielded to the fury of this fanatic penitence : While 
he was esteemed the greatest Saint who was the 
most expeditious Suicide. 

3. Instead of improving and enlarging the 
social aflfections, these Saints fled into caves and 
deserts, or shut themselves up for life in the duat 
and silence of a cloister. Where, to unfit themselves 
for serving their friends and families, they renounced 
their possessions, to give to pious uses ; that is, tp 
support the sloth of lazy Mendicants^ or the luxury 

of 
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of debauched Churchmen : To unfit themselves for 
submission to the Civil magistrate, they entered into 
treasonable engagements of Unlimited obedience to 
their spiritual superiors : To unfit themselves for 
serving their counU'y or mankind, they took vows of 
voluntary poverty, and renounced all secular em- 
ployments : And lastly, as much as in them lay, to 
make war against their very Species, they unnaturally 
devoted themselves to a single life, in blasphemous 
opposition to that first great command and blessing 
increase and multiply. 

3. Lastly, instead of using Reason in the offices 
of devotion, to attain the supreme Good, an unioii 
with the Deity ; By crediting the Imagination, they 
have often thrown themselves, with ecstatic trans- 
ports, into the arms of the Demon. While, in the 
place of internal actsof sober meditation, nothing wai^ 
seen but visionary raptures, and transfiguratknis ; 
nothing heard but predictions, prophecies, and reve- 
lations : In the place of external acts of rational 
worship, they celebrated the holy offices with gay 
and childish ornaments, with barbarous and super- 
stitious rites, and with base and servile prostrations. 
And the favourite objects of their worship were in 
all respects agreeable to the form; either the idola- 
trous adoration of a consecrated wafer, or of those 
yet less substantial divinities, which have their 
existence only in a lying legend. 

You have here a faithfiil picture of Popish Virtue 
stript of Knowledge. From whence you may colleict 
how miserable a creature man grows, when he throws 

aside 
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aside his Reason^ the first kind gift of Heaven, ia 
order to follow the false lights, which custom, fancy, 
or the passions, have- stuck up in his breast; and 
how equally miserable that Society must be, which 
supports a Religion, where Ignorance hath di- 
vested Virtue of all its. charms, poi$on6d all itsf 
health, and made it as destructive to Communities^ 
€s barefaced open vice. 

Here, you have been shewn, ni a terrible example, 
the mischief done by Ignorance to Virttie; of how 
much service Knowledge is to it, you may collect 
for yourselves. ^ 

I now proceed to shew the reciprocal service 
Virtue does, to Knowledge. Knowledge is the per- 
ception • and attainment of truth; and useful 
Kfiawledge the perception and attainment of those 
truths, which tend to the perfecting of our nature. 
But the carnal passibns, operating aversely to such 
truths, cloud and darken the understanding, so as to 
mislead us even in those of the most easy discovery, 
and of the highest importance. . Again, to acquire a 
competent share of Knowledge^ we must, as I have 
said, gkve all diligence in the pursuit of truth, so as 
to trace her throughout her hidden recesses : But it 
fe only a lOve for the object, which can heartily en-* 
ga^e us in the pursuit : And tfab can drise from 
nothing but the beauty of it. Noiv while Vice usurps 
the heart, Truth, her mortal enemy, will he a negif 
)ecl;ed Guest* But when Fiftue has assumed iier 
feat, the passion for TruUi wiH revive. JQC^Truth 

nam^ 
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name of distincdoily participate of one common 
nature ; Truth being speculative Virtue^ and Virtue 
only practical Truth. And now the und&stBOCliE^ 
makes a free progress in kaowledgeiy as having no 
headstrong ap{)etites to mislead it, nor earthly pas* 
sions to dMBp its aflfection. 

From henceforth, the only danger is from the 
quarter opposite : Lest the mind's ardent love of 
truth should engage it in abstractions ; and carry it 
beyond the limits of those truths^ which are' given 
us for our contemplation here. 

In order to apprehend this danger, we are to 
understand, that, of the immense intellectual system, 
an extremely small portion only lies really within 
our reach ; the infinitely larger part residing near 
the source of Light itself ; whose effulgence becomes 
darkness to the dazzled view of the impotent 
Intruder. 

The reason why so much is kept out of sight, and 
set above the reach c^ man s comprehension, who 
by the . unwearied, vigour of his faculties seems 
naturally capable of a much wider grasp, appears to 
be this, Lest, in our earthly condition, the mind 
should become distracted by too great variety of 
ideas; or--4hat it should make a wrong choice; 
and pursue troths of less present importance 
too far, to the neglect of tlK>9e noore necessary 
fir< its tmpiofeinent^ m this our probaticmary 
cinidilaan. 

Th» reawn is nmcb supported f^ observiAg, timt 
m &eeiili{f;hteiied part of die intdHectaal worid, nasf 
«v«i»ia tiK)s»<fe«mtittd tnightefilpor^ ii^ 

where 
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where full science is to be had, speculations^ pushed 
beyond a certain point (that point where Use is 
reasonably supposed to end, and mere Curiosity to 
be^n) bring our conclusions to obscurity, extrava- 
gance, and contradiction. 

The not attending to this seems to have been the 
verf thing) which hath given birth, and so long con- 
ttQuance, to Scepticism. For men seeing this 
to be the issue of the clearest principles, when pur- 
sued to an intemperate length, conclnded, against 
their senses, that what ended in darkness had never 
really began in light Reason indeed convinced 
them tiiat so perverse a progress was not the 
NATURAL CONDITION of things; but they would 
not sufier experience to teach them, that it was the 
ARBITRARY DECREE of infinite wisdom and mercy, 
which imposed this barrier to the extravagances of 
its giddy, lawless creature* 

But however this may be, certain it is, that mea, 
raided and heated by an over-fond passion for koow^* 
ledge, Imve been always apt to run into the bound* 
less re^ns of chimeras. Where, though lost and 
bewfldered, yet, if of warm ima^nations, and in- 
flamed with the ambition of Inventors, they have 
taken more delight in those obscure and shadowy 
pathsi than any sober follower of truth, within the 
lioiita of open day and nature. 

Now these folUes, so taking in tliemselves, mid 
BO mbchievous m their cxmsequcnce^, proceeding 
'fidm ^& want of tnodesty, ieaid due consciousness of 
the narrow limits of the biinum widecstandia^ Si 
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Peter, in his next precept, with admkable skill, 
restrains. Add, says he, 

toKn&wledgCy XEjSiPERAi^CK * ; 
that is> &)briety^ imd^rdtion^ continence^.' in thd 
pursuit of truth. For as Virtue^ without Knozvledgt^ 
falls into all kind of Fanaticism iff practice; so 
Knonledge^ without Temperance, leads to all kind 
of Heresy in opinion. St. Paul observed, even 
in his time, the seeds of intismperute knowledge 
begin to spring upland spread amongst his converts ; 
and tlierefore cautions them against vain philosophy 
and a knowledge that puffeth up f. But this so 
Reformed and laid waste the Christian Church in 
aAer-tiines, that . the new earth seemed, for many 
ages, to be under a second curse of bringing forth 
nothing hut thdrns and. thistles \ so much more 
severe, than the Jir^t, that these delicacies were not 

* 'EyKfireia signifies moderation, or a temperate use 
of things in general. To ijehote the species, the Ancients 

.Myy. When the speqies is not thm designed, we have no 

way of determining.^e sense of so g^erical a w.ord, but 

the context.— Cic. uses temperantia in the sense syxpartict 

is here explained. — Qui,autem, si maxime hoc placea^, 

moderatim taitaen id Volunt fieri, difficilem quandam 

Tbmpe'rantiam p6stulai»'t in eB, quod semel admissum 

i'iioerceri repnaiique non ^testr ut prop^toodum jua- 

tioribus utaiiiar illis, qui oamtnoayocent a. PhtlosophSfiL 

lquank'm'qviii€^viin^p3\n^m iig^ieqae 

.eo m^ejiure <pio rnajof si;tj m^cjriiatefn .dp^id^^n^ 

c^tamen ne^' modus e^t ullus f^tie^t^^ji^^ vm^ 

• • t '<Joi'n. s.'^rcol m ty^ ^^ -'"'^ ' °''-' •' - "' 
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to be produced without much labour, .and sweat of 
ihebrqw^ 

11. Here again the Roman Church afFoirds us 
A sad ejcaniple of the mischiefs of intemperate 
knmvled^: For though, as was observed ^efore^ 
there was great scarcity of true knowledge to direct 
their Virtue^ they abounded in false knmledge to 
<:orrupt their Faith ) Though tliey refused to make 
the Religion of nature the interpreter aiGospct- 
righteousness y they sanctified \be vain philosophit 
OF THE Greeks * to explain justifying Faith. 
. We have seen what sort of Saints the Church 
of Rome adores : Let us now see what kind of 
DOCTORS she builds her faith upon. As their 
"DEVOUT retired to their Cloisters to deform Virtue^ 
so their learned assembled in their Schools to 
corrupt Faith. Where, mistaking Theology, which 
is a science of practice, for a science of speculation, 
Knmvledge, which is only the means, they took to 
be the end of Religion ; and as that, which is the 
end of any thing, cannot be too much cultivated, 
they pursued Knowledge with such intemperate rage, 
that, fis if Religion was only a trial of skill, and the 
rewards of it to be adjudged to the best disputant, . 
they spent their whole lives in agitating and sul> 
tilizing questions of faith: Abundantly happy if, 
with all their toil, they could at length obtain the 
never-fading titles of Doctors profound^ irrefragable^ 

* The philosophy of Aristotle being the foundation 
of School Diviriitv. 
.. Vol. IX. " N rnhfil. 
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mbtil, and seraphic. These, und^r the reverend 
name of ScHooLMEKf* long monopolized tlie manu* 
fectory ef Faith ; and wore their cobwebs tiim anct 
daric for fte hangings ^ the Sanctuary. 

To such theD> you wfll easily beHeve, tfie 
Apost&sV C]t££D soon became too^^ pain and 
simple* They wanted one that would aff^d eternal 
matter for dispute and wrangle^ So, from the arti* 
ele of Mary thi Virgin, tliey invented one of 
Mary the Goddess^: From the article of Christ 
ence offered on the cross Jot our redemption, they 
spun out a daify Sacrifice : and tiie horrid idea of 
a Transubstantiathn :. Vrom his descent into Hell;. 
tiiey deduced the fable of Purgatory : From belief 
in the holy CathoRc Church, the blasphemous tenet 
€>f the Pope's infallibility: From the communion of 
Saints, the idolatrous worship of dead men : And 
from the forgiveness of sins, the gainful trade oi 
auricular confession, and human absolution. 

But none of these strange doctrines being to be 
found in Scripture^ they were forced to call in the 
aid of Tradition to strengthen the feeble Powers^ 
of ScHOOL-suBTiLTY. And Tradition drawhig 
after it a tiiousand other beggarly errors, which wer^ 
all now to be supported ; tlife gave rise to an after- 
birth of Heresies^ and fresh employment for the 
foster-fathecs of the Schools^ So that at lengthy. 
&e true foundation^ the simple faith in Jesus ^he. 
Messiau, w8^ lost and forgotten; and lay foi* 
many ages buried under two deformed heaps of 
wbb^, SCHOOL-DIVINITY and tradition. Ovbjt 
', 6 eack 
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Ciach of which, like the iEdiles in ancient Rome, a 
veaerable Mligistrate presided. That called tlie 
Master of the Sums, and This, of the Sentences \ 

At Icist^ in God's good time^ this precept of adding 
ftMptranee to knawkdge began to be attended to ; 
And the tru&» which flamed out from the well* 
conducted labours of such, soon burnt up and 
consumed this precious superstructure of woody hay^ 
and stubbie: When the true Faith, like oft-tried 
silver^ appeared again in its native purity and can* 
dour. In this condition. we received it from our 
fatthers. ^So sacre<i a deposite let us ^^ligiously 
preserve, and with the same pious C£ire transmit to 
our posterity : Having always in mind that we are 
built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Pro* 
ph'ets (not the Masters of the Sums and Sentences) 
Jesu^ Christ himself being the chief comer-stone \.- 

The avoiding ttiese evils therefore, is the advan- 
tage which Knowledge receives from Temperance. 
A reciprocal advantage Temperance receives from 
Kmmledge : For Temperance being nothing but the 
withdrawing from all visionary pursuits, and abstain- 
ing from all rash judgment, out of a sense and con- 
viction of the weakness of human understanding, was 
it not founded upon Knowledge, it would be in dan^ 
ger of degenerating into a slothful Scepticism, a total 
uncertainty of all thingsfrom a superficial examinatipa 
of the most obvious ; a fatal aptitude in concluding 
tiiat truth was not to be found, from being too sooa 
weary of the search. A condition which, we ex* 

^ Thomas Aqtjinas, and Peter Lombard 
+ EphcB. ii. 20. 

N a perienw, 
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pericnce, hath befallen^ and must, unavoidably, befall 
thosei whose Temperance is not founded on Knaw^ 
ledge. But being thus secured, Temperance pre*- 
Serves a vigorous, yet a sober course : For the 
regular restraint which it imposeth on the mind dotiV 
not hinder us from the most active exercise of our 
faculties, but only confines it to objects fitted for 
our contemplation. 

We have observed, that the reasonableness of the 
practice of Temperance ariseth from our sense of 
' the weakness of human understanding. Now thiff 
sense should not only dispose us to be moderate in 
our own opinions, but to be candid and charitable 
to the opinions of othere ; and till Temperance hath 
acquired this quality, it is partial and imperfect. 

To render it complete, St. Peter, therefore^ in his 
next precept, injoins us to add 

to Temperafice, patience *; 
that is, hng-sufferingj and bearing with the con- 
tradiction of Others, This is indeed the natural 
consequence of a perfect Temperance. For having 
experienced, in our own case, how insensibly errors 

• The original is wro/*ovn. The reason why the Apostle 
used this word rather than fXMipo9ufMa, which may seem 
to be the more proper word for the sense I give to 
Patience, appears to me to be this — The Church, at the 
time of writing this epistle, was in a subjected and 
distressed condition. And Imoyim is the Patience of those 
in subjection, as fJOHfo^vfJua is the Patience of those in 
authority. Besides, hrofAoni in the New Testament gene»- 
rally signifies a Patience attended with hope and expec- 
tation of better « And that sense I m^e to be required 
here, 

insinuate 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON VIIL. i8i 

insbuate themselves into the mind ; how plausibly 
they assume the air of truth, when called to account; 
1k)w obstinately they maintain their ground, when 
now become suspected ; and what labour is required 
to dispossess them, even after they are detected and. 
exposed; — having experienced, I say, all tliis, we 
shall be well inclined to bear with Patience the. 
oontradiction of our erring Brother. We shall still 
preserve the affection we had for him before he 
went astray ; and shall not sufiar has beiag of another . 
Church, or Sect, or Party, or any thing but ati 
unchristian life, to lessen that affection ; but witk 
Temperance and Patience wait the second coming 
of tlie Messiah to separate the tares Jrom the . 
wheat *- 

IIL 'Rie want of which virtues, amongst those, 
-who yet dare to call themselves the followers of the 
iMmb, hath brought more desolation on the Chris- 
tian Church, than all the persecutions of Pagan- 
Emperors, or the .eruptions of northern Barbarians : 
less Pagan, and less Barbarian, than the author of 
the PRiNciPt-E OF iKTOLEjiANC£, who pretcixiing 
to sit in the Chair of Him, who hereiehjoins us to 
a/ld patimcj^ to tmiptrawe, .and calling himself the? 
Vicar of Qhrist, hath not been aehamed to snake 
hbn the patter^p of his jconduct^ who was an accuser 
(^'Jiis br/dthrw, W^ a murdererfrmnthe beginning^. 

The Christian Church, in its infancy, breathed^ 
nothing but coijicord, love, and charity. It had 
tjifn .ft spirit as pm-e, and innocent, as the state of 

♦ Matt, xiii.s©.. -f John yiii. 44. 

N 3 4;biidhood 
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childhood itself. The holy brethren were, in malice^ 
children ; howbdt, in understandings that is, in ra* 
tional faitb^ in vigorous virtue, and in sober know* 
ledge, they were men. And thus was the new Je^ 
rusakm built like a city^ that is at unity in itself *. 
No disputes, no strife, no emulation, but wlio should 
most excel in works of charity and piety. 

But, alas! this glorious rising of the Gospel, which 
came with healing in its wings, and promised the 
arrival of that long wished-for day of everlastifig 
peace, was of a sudden overcast, and nothing sue* 
ceeded but storms and tempests. For our evil Genius, 
iSfiQ Prince of the air, was early at work to obscure 
and deface the promised triumphs of the Sun (f 
Righteousness. Nor was the engine he employed 
to defeat man's Restoration, different from that, 
ivith which he procured his Fall: It was, still, Knaw^ 
ledge without its regulator, Temperance. 

For when now the schools, by obtruding on the 
world a system of sanctified absurdities under the 
name of catholic religion, had produced schisms and 
dissensions ; and the cloisters, by perfecting their 
saints in a sour inhumanity and holy pride, had 
raised a spirit impatient of contradiction (and tlie 
papal history informs us, that their learnedst Doc- 
tors were the most unintelligible, and tlieir Holiest 
saints the least forbearing); then it was that their 
Church, impregnated with these mischiefs, brought 
forth the Fury, persecution. 

Of all the Mysteries of iniquity, that of persecu- 
tion is the soonest learnt, and easiest reduced ta 
♦ Psal. cxxii. ^ 
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fjiwtice : On which account it hath had its prcA- 
cients, that were (it for nothing else, in every Sect and 
Party : But the honour of reduciHg k to a science, 
and conducting it on certain principles, is solely due 
to the Church of Rom^ For ho sooner was a 
people fouad who refused to receive /Ae mark of the 
Beast y tiian, assisted by the Schools and Cloisters, it 
erected that infernal Btitchery, the iNouisitrONt 
the master-piece of its ecclesiastical Policy ; which, 
under the name of an hoi*y office, as dkectly vio- 
lates the law of Nature «nd Nations in the injustice 
of its process, as all the precepts of tlie Gospel in 
the inhumanity of ^^ Judgments. 

But {holy Jesus!) should I relate the tricks, the 
treacheries, the frauds, the rapines, ti^e delays, the 
liorrors of imprisonment, the tortures of the rack; 
the bloodshed, the murders practised there, mur- 
ders committed with so exquisite a malice, that body^ 
^oulj and reputation, are intended to faH a isacrifice 
it once— ^should I but represent, I say, these things 
to you in their native <x)lours, your just mdiguation 
would endanger that heaven-born Charity, which it 
is my aim to recommend to you even here, and here 
chiefly, where I am pcanting out the enormous evils 
which the exclusion of her blessed influence ooca- 
iions. And tliough I have expressed myself with the 
free resentment of a man who regards Popery, not 
only as the csorruption of ^ue Keligion, but as an 
insult on the sense, and an invasion of the liber- 
ties of mankind ; yet would I carefully endeavour 
to keep within the bounds of that charity which 
<;onstitutes the character of a minister of Christ. 
i n 4 I shall 
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I shall therefore^ draw a veil over this unhappy- 
scene, which gives so deadly a v^round to the integri- 
ty of the Christian ,name; and infixes so lasting a 
disgrace even on our Common nature. Content 
to have given you one general view of the pa pal 
Religion, which, under the name of a Religion, 
is indeed no otlier than an impious Farce. I have 
shewn you, in their order, the three acts of which 
Jt consists : The first played by their Saints^ and* 
- their subject, fanatic Virtue : The second by their 
Doctors y and theirs, unintcUigible Faith : The third 
by their Priests, and theirs, the antichristian dis" 
cipUne of racks and gibbets. I have shewn you 
likewise the connexion these three parts have on 
one another ; and the natural tendency of the two 
first to produce the dreadful catastrophe of the 
third. For when Virtue becomes stript of humanity, 
and Faith forsaken of reason, charity is soon lost iu 
ijeal, and piety changed to persecution. 

Such a view should teach us to set a just value 
on our own happy Constitution, where Gospel-light 
and Civil liberty go •hand in hand. And be You 
well assured that these two blessings must stand or 
fall together : That Civil slavery will make room for 
Popish cruelty; and that Popish superstition will 
support a tyrant in trampling on our laws. For the 
politician knows that the surest vvay of fixing slavery 
is to tie it on the cpnsciences of men : And the priest 
hath experienced, that the mind is never so tame 
and servile, so submiss in swallowing contradictions^ - 
as when the body is already broken and humbled 
by the stroke of tyranny, ' 

Thus 
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Thus hath the Apostle shewn us, that the secu* 
rity agiainst the evils of dissension and intolerance 
are Jhnpe ranee and Patiertce; which teach ps tQ 
feel our own M^akness, and to bear with that of 
Others. But here again the infirmity of our Conimon 
nature betrav* itself ; and Temperance and Patience^ 
excellent and divine as they are, become subject 
to the general fate of human virtues, grow, dege* 
nerate and depraved. Thus, too often, moderation 
and tolerance sink into carelessness and indifference, 
a fatal indifference, for all truth, and all reKgion. 
That men, and eten Churches, are but too apt 
to fall into that remiss and lukewarm state, for 
which, the Holy Spirit denounced so severe a , 
judgment on the Laodiceans *, we have melancholy 
proof. Nor is such a degeneracy hard to be con- 
ceived. For when the corrosive ferment of bitter 
Zeal, which desolates mankind under a pretended 
concern for t]ie glory of God, has, by the infusion 
of the cool and heavenly dew of moderation, heetx 
brougjit to it gentle temperament; the Mind, be- 
come tired, and ashamed of its late tumultuous 
disorders, is apt to sink into the other extreme, of 
a languid and unactive indifference. I wish I had 
no cause to say, that this very age and place have 
seen this shameful infirmity of our nature exem- 
plified. And whoever reflects upon the indiscreet 
zeal which distgrbed the Church in the beginning 
of this century, and on the nature of that effectual 
cure which began to operate, before we reached to 
ibe noiddle of it, will not, if he be serious and im* 
* Rev. iii. i6» 
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partial, accuse me of an uncandid reflection.— ^Eat 
to return. To provide against this evil is the design 
of our Apostle's next precept, which bids us add 

to Patience^ godliness. 
And then (as St. James adviseth *) we let Patience 
have her perfect work. For then, at the same time 
that we preserve tlie greatest nioderaticm towards 
others, we shall keep alive the holy fire of innoxious 
;zeal in ourselves. For by Godliness is meant the 
warm and affectionate discharge of all the duties of 
divine intercourse, whether in public acts of devo- 
tion, or in private sentiments of meditation. 

With exquisite skill likewise hath our Apostle 
raised this second order of Christian architecture, 
godliness J or the divine virtue, on the former, namely, 
tfie human. For, by this means, godliness cannot 
degenerate, as it did in the church of Rome, from 
not- observing this direction, either into fanaticism^ 
superstition, or bigotry ; but wiU remain sober, rar 
tional, and truly sublime.; 

And yet there is another danger to which it is ob-» 
noxious. For, by long and intense exercise in holy 
offices, the joy and transport that elevates the mind, 
thus filled with its true and proper object, God, na- 
turally disposeth us to contemn all inferior things ; 
and from despising the things, but too often, to des- 
pise the persons who delight in them : And by mak- 
ing odious comparisons, like the Pharisee to the 
Publican, to forget pur relation, our near relation^ 
both by nature and grace, to the meanest of our sp^- 
cies. Hence ariseth spiritual pride, the last and; 
• Chap. i. 4. 

most 
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most fetal enemy ta true Godliness. Now for this, 
too,, the Apostle, in his next precept, provides a 
remedy, Add^ says he, 

to godliness^ bi^oth£RLT*kindn£s$. 
Thus begins the third, and last order of this 
Christian building. And, from this time, Godliness^ 
placed between, and suppoited, on each hand, by 
the human and social virtues, becomes stabb amt 
permanent And while it receives this united aid 
from both, it returns it back again to both. 

We have shewn the benefits temperance and 
patience receive from godliness: We are now toi, 
speajc of tliat which brotherly-kindmss receives 
from it 

The most beauteous, and elevated branch of 
h^'otherly-kindness is friendship, whose natural 
root and origin is similitude of manners. But these 
being as often bad as good, friendsliip becomes as 
frequently a confederacy in vice, as a community of 
virtue. So that this adorable virtue, the cordial 
of private life, and largest source of public good, by 
being built on the false foundation of ungodliness^ 
hath often produced all that mischief to Society it 
was designed by nature to prevent. But when, as 
licre, it is rightly placed on godliness^ it stands secure 
from abuse, and is enabled to bring forth all its 
genuine fruits of public beneficence. 

Brotherly ^kindness is now only liable to one 
disorder — for human depravity will shew itself to 
the very last — and it is this, that brotherly^ndness 
being enjoined to be built on godliness^ or Religion, 
men are yet too apt, like the Pharisees of old, to 

confiae 
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confine , their brotherly-kmdness >vithin their own* 
^ct or pale : While all wifhout^ are treated by thpin 
as the wounded traveller by the Priest and Levite. : 

But this narrow and partial, benevolence the 
Apostia has eftectually removed in the concluding 
precept of my text. Add^ says he, in. the last place^ 

to brotherly-kindnesSj chatty ; 
that is, universal love of all mankind. This regulates 
4Uid perfects all the other virtues ; and is, itself, in 
no want of a reformer. All the other virtues, as we, 
have observed, degenerate both by defect and 
excess : This is incapable of either. Its n^tture and 
^sence secure it from defect ; and its fruits and pro- 
ducts from excess. 

This thpn is the crown, the keystone of tliis 
lieavenly edifice, this triumphant Arch of immor. 
talily ; ox^ as the holy Apostle more emphatically. . 
calls it, THj: bond of perfectness*. This, with 
respect to the foregoing Virtues, is like the gilt. 
dome or covering of the imperial Palace. .Without 
which, thiB strongest foundations, the richest orna^r. 
mented walls, the besfc-disppsed apartments, become, 
in a little time, but naked and deformed ruins; 
open to every storm, and exposed to nil tlie desola* 
tion of wasting elements. 

WITHOUT THIS, if we may believe his fellow- 
labourer St Paux, the rest of the Christian building 
bath neitheir ornament nor use- The very foun* 
DATiON is precarious and unstable: Though I 
heme all FAITH, says he, so that I could rmtove 
mmntains, and haw not chahitx, / am mthing^ 

♦ Col. iii. 14. . 
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Virtue, likewise, without it, is equally unprofitable : 
though I give tny body to be burnt ^ and have not 
CHARITY, it projiteth me nothing. Knowledge 
likewise without it is vain and brutal : Though I 
speak with the Tongues of rnen and of angels^ and 
have all knowledge, and haw not charity, lam 
become as soundiJig brass ^ or a tinkling cymbal. Even 
GODLINESS is Unacceptable without it; Though I 
have the gift of prophecy^ and understand alt 
mysteries^ and have not charity, Iain nothing. 
Lastly, brotherly-kindness, when separated 
fj'om it, goes unrewarded : Though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor y and have not charity^!/ 
prqfiteth me nothing. 

But, IN this, as the same Apostle tells us, are 
comprised all the efficacies of the foregoing graces : 
For, like faith, he tells us, it believeth all things^ 
it hopetk alt things; like virtue, it thinketh no 
evily doth not behave itself unseemly ; like true 
knowledge, it vaiuiteth not itself is not pu fed 
up ; like temperance and patience, it sicffereth 
^ long, and is kind, is not easily provoked^ beareth all 
things^ e7idureth all things; like godline^ss, it 
rejoiceth not in iniquity , but rejoiceth in the truth j 
and like brotherly-kindness, it envieth not^ 
seekeih 7tot its own. 

In a word, beginning then with faith, and 
finishing with charity, or, as the same Apostle 
much better expresseth it, faith working by 
charity *, we come by just degrees to erect, after 

• Galv,6, 
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the diTuie model here given us, that heavenly edifice 
of Chrkiian perfection^ Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief cornerstone^ in whom all the buildings 
Jitlyfrmned together j graweth unto an holy tcfnple 
m the Lord*. 

♦ Eph.ii. 2o,ti» 
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OF CHURCH AUTHORITY. 
Matt, xxiiu 9, lo. 

CALL NaMANT YOUR FATHER, UPOIST THE EARTHS 
FOR ONE IS YOUR FATHER WHICH IS IN HEA- 
VEN* NEITHER BE YE CALLED MASTERS : FOR 
ONE IS TOUR MASTER, EVEN CHRIST, 

TO elaim Rule or Mastery in matters of Rdigio^, 
on mere human Authority, shews so much 
impudence; aiKl to acknowledge the claim, so 
egregious folly ; that one could hardly conceive any 
man, who had been delivered from the bondage of 
torruptiony into the glorious Ubei^ty of the children 
ef Gody should be in danger, either of assuming it 
himself, or submitting to it when assumed by 
others. For what Father, dotli common sense 
bid us acknowledge, but him who begot us through 
the Gospel ; our Father uhich is in Heaven : Or 
what Master, but him who visited and redeemed 
kisptopky even Jesus Christ the righteous^ 

1. But this Government of God*s Church under 
the Gospels not being administered, as under the 
LiOBtv^ in PERSON, but by a written rule ; the 

JVliuistera^ 
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Ministers of the word, under pretence of interpreting 
it, took occasion to introduce their own authority ; 
and on that, by insensible degrees, a very wicked 
Usurpation. The business of iuterpreting was, at 

. first, modestly assumed, as a mere act of Charity^ 
to assist the brethren in the study of God s word. 
But the employment being commonly confined to 
a certain Order, this act of Charity soon grew into 
an office of Authority, which at last put the Lma 
and the Gloss upon an equal footing. 

The pretence for the exercise of this office, on 

^which the Usurpation took its rise, was the omcu- 
RiTiES in sacred Scripture. Unhappily, it was not 
understood, that the very Obscurities themselves 
were a sufficient evidence that the subject of them 
could never be matter of faith necessary to salvation. 
What perhaps contributed to obstruct so obvious a 
truth, was the great privileges ascribed to Christian 
Faith. So that men became more solicitous to 
have it large and full, tlian to have it pure and 
perfect 

2. The administration of Christ's Kingdom by a 
written TVo7^d, on his withdrawing bodily from his 
Church, gave another advance to this usurped 
'Authority, of a more public nature. It necessitated 
the Church to assume a form approaching to that 
of mere human Societies; in w-hich, *RuIers and 
Governors were ordained to keep the several mem- 
bers in subordination to the whole ; which could 
be only done by investing such Governors wdUi ^ 
power to infppce a common for^nula of Faith. : And 

though 
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though this was barely necessary to keep Society 
together ; yet we see, Ik)w easily it might be abused> 
tp introduce an usurpation over Conscience, 

3. Hitherto we have considered the steps to tliis 
unjust dominion, condemned in my text, as tliey 
advanced from within the Lord's heritage : Others 
rose from without. For our civil as well as *spi- 
ritual Governors have been equally disposed to play 
the Tyrant over Conscience ; and, not r.arely, have 
agreed to share the Tyranny between them. 

The civil Magistrate^ the Apostle tells us, is the 
mimster of God to us for good; that is, the means 
of procuring and preserving those blessings, which 
our reasonable nature, and the indulgence of Pro- 
^dence, concur in enabling us to enjoy. In order 
to this end, the enforcement of the oeeat princi- 
ples botii of common morality^ and of natural 
religion, fall under his Jurisdiction. Such of them» 
I rnean^ as are absolutely necessary to form that 
fundamental bond of civil Society, Ob£DI£NO£ pqr 
CONSCIENCE SAKE. But, under this pretence, the 
civU Magistr^tte hath frequently attempted to draw 
in the whole of Religion into his Cognizance. 
And this usurpation, many mistakes concerning his 
Office, and the nature of civil Society, joining in 
with imaginary necessities of Btale, contributed to 
support He observed, ;4uit the regal and sacerdotal 
charracter were of old oommonly united in the same 
person. And the partioular reasims of this con- . 
junction not being considered, he imagined that 
what was only an accidental foalitioni was a per* 
. Vol. IX. O petual 
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petual union. Again, he supposed civil Sacie^» 
\vbo8e sole end is the security of one certain kind of 
good, comprised in the temporal liberty and property 
of man, to be ordained, for the attainment of all 
possible good of every kind; which necessirily 
implied his care in, and jurisdiction over, ReligioiK 
Lastly he coheluded, that kxcessity of state 
required an Universal conformity to the Religion of 
the Sovereign. A necessity merely imaginary t for 
wherever religious toleration is allowed, diveif- 
sities of sects never affect the peace of civil Society^ 
Indfeed, when the Magistrate begins to violate the 
rights of Conscience, then this necessity becomes 
real : but it is a necessity of his own making; i% 
does not arise from the nature of things* There- 
fore the cause, which was in his own power to 
feform^ he should have reformed; rather than have 
sought to remedy the effects by further injustice^ 
He ' should have taken off that iniquitous restmint ; 
wMch, in forcing to Church-conformity, by civil 
•penalties, hath occasioned the violation of tho 
national peace ; rather than, by additioiml penalties^ 
to seek to regain that peace, in an universal c6n* 
formity of- mere outward profession-;- under whi^fe 
the power of- Religion vanishes, 

- Such were the pretences of our KCCLESiAsTiCAt 
fbnd CIVIL Governors, -to Mastery and Domkiion n\ 
the Lord's Inheritance .* From whencewenrfay collet 
the- care* and tenderness of our Wessed Master, ifa 
this early warning to his followers, against exercisti^ 
VT sUbmitling ^/ this Aritiehristiw Claim. Cailm 
• -■ I ^ - - wa^ 
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\Fat1mrMpon thst. Hiarth : for one is your Fathtt 
wkiehis m Hemfem Neither beye called Masters: 
Jironcis your Master ^ even Christ: Which words 
jlbinly Jnoply, that whoever requires religious obe* 
doence, or a right over Conscience, by his own Au? 
thority^ is an Usurper in another's Jurisdiction; and 
whoever pays obedience to such a Cidm, is. a rebel 
to his lawful Master. For, revealed Religion coming 
tmoiediateiy from God, the Lamhs^iver, and thte 
SUPREME Magistrate, lure one and the same; 
and all Aathority properly resides in him. 

But 'Man's claim is not only unjust, and Mans 
sulmiission to it sinful; but they are both, in the 
highest degree, extravagant and absurd. 

A jurisdiction in matters of Faith is what no hu- 
man author!^, is capable of administering; as all hu^ 
tnan authority is subject to error and mistake. This 
is so obvious an objection, that the Bishop of Ronie^ 
who» first set up this claim, or at least, digested it 
into a System, soon saw the necessity of supporting 
it on a pretended Infallibility. And though 
tiiis was adding blasphemy to usurpation, yet it 
made the Mystery of Ungodliness consistent : and 
free, at least, from the sibsurdity of those, who confess 
l^emsA^es faUibk; and yet exact the same sub* 
mission to their Authority as if they could not 
err* Which^f them is the most absurd, is easily 
understood; butwhich of them the most presuming,' 
h hard tosay : For if one intrenches upon heaven, 
the other ventures to insult common sense. 

But the mere weakness of the understanding li 
iK)t the only circumstance that disqualifies men for 

O 2 this 
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tbb authority over Consdence. The prejodices^ 
arising from the passk>n8^ make the unreasonable^ 
ness of implicit submission still more apparent The 
most specious exercise of human Authority is doiibfc- 
less in those Assemblies odled GsNEBALGouNtsiLs. 
And yet every one» not an utter stranger to Chwch* 
hbtory, must have learnt, that the same partialitiess 
mix themselves in their conclusions, whidi mislead 
Civil Assemblies. And, where is the wonder, if 
Churchmen, acting on an usurped plan, should 
deviate frooi the paths of Faith and Charity^ when 
we every day see Statesmen, in their proper office, 
mistake the plainer road of Justice and the publie 
Good. 

Owe, therefore, is our Father j which is in Heaven : 
One is our Master^ even Christ. And thair Will, 
as annotinced to us in Sacred Scripture, is the 
only Law J to which Christians, as such, are held 
and obliged. On tliis Rock, where Christ built his 
Chitfch, every private Man may Safely repose. his 
conscience. To this truly infallible Guide, we may 
commit ourselves with perfect confidence; in this 
assurance, that so much of God's Will as is neces- 
sary for us to know, is easy to be kno^ ; and thil 
whatever is dark or difficqlt in his /F<^r<4 is therefese 
not necessary to be known. 

But if human Authority bath usurped upon Con« 
science ; there are not wanting those who, on the 
other hand, have used Conscience for a ckkeof 
maliciousness: and, on pretence oi one being our 
Father which is in Heaven^ have denied that Obe^ 
dience to U^e Church of Christ, whsch^ as a 

mere 
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2A6re*^hutean Society, it might claim ; and which, on 
that v^ footing, Christ himself hath commanded 
us to pay tinto it, where he directs his followers to 
hear tJu Church^. 

But Authority, which these words imply, is a 
jBOckery, without submission and obedience. Hence 
the reasonableness of subscription to a genertdfor* 
mulary of Faith ; which the nature of Society makes 
necessary, in order to tie a number of particulars into 
one body. A bond, which may have its due efficacy 
widiout \ioIattng any of the rights of Conscience : 
For, all the jurisdiction which foltows from it is only 
thiSi that fsiQi long as any member of the Community 
professeth that general /brmtt/^/y, which the end of 
Society requires, to admit him into Church-commu- 
nion, he be obedient to such Laws of his spiritual 
Governors, as concern Discipline: So far, the 
Au&ority of the Church, as a religious Society, ex« 
tends ; and no farther. For whenever a private 
Member of it can no longer, with a good conscience, 
subscribe to xhtjHnnts of Doctrine professed; or 
conform to the mode of worship in practice } or 
submit to the ruks of discipline inforced, all that 
lemaina is expulsion, or Excommunication; but, 
unattended witii opprobrious censures, civil incapa- 
cities, or corporal oi- pecuniary inflictions ; in a word, 
mA every consequence that may injuriously affect 
die person, fortune, or reputation of the ejected 
Member. 

II. But to return now to my text. As the reason, 
against ccdling any om our Father upon the Earthy iq^ 
♦ Matt, xviii. 17. 

O3 not 
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not founded in our owb 9trei^^, md our netgjblkmr^t- 
Treakness, but in the commoo infirmity of all ; the 
other probibition natureilly follows, that neither, 
should we affect to be called Masters. For ii^ 
purely to pi-eserve the rights' of Conscience, and to 
\4ndicate the Authority due to God> tribunal, we 
refuse to acknov^ledge man's jurisditlion 5 vkh 
Mrbat face c^n we claim that for ou^iselveS) wbicb 
v^e have denied to all others ? * 

And yet it is a melancboly truth, thjat when tbQ 
•great separation wais nmde from PoperiT, on this 
very pririqiple, that it had usurped the titles of 
Father and Loed, due only to God and bis Son ; 
Those holy Men, who were obedient to the teaming 
"voice, which called them out of Babykny were too 
apt to forget the condition, on which only, they 
bad a right to vindicate their Christian liberty from 
the dominion of a Masteb; which was, the not 
pretending to Mastership themselves?. 

The spirit of Dominion soon betrayed itself ijl* 
th^e nev\ly manumibed Churches of Gpd: First, 
by too, unreasonably narro\^ing the bottom of 
Ghurch-comniunion ; and then, by persecuting of 
those whose Consciences would not suffer tben^ t®. 
subscribe to their terms. So that the siropte, uni* 
form Go5?PEi, FAijh, on which the Protestant 
Churches wfre professedly founded, soon became 
broken into. Sects and Conventicles : AimI every 
defenceless Party, which had most suffei^d ft* 
opinions, no sooner got Civil Power on their side, 
than they returned the injustice with double injury. 
For Persecution, tibbug^' it ma^ strengthen and 
10 icpprovft 
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itioifirove our l^nltb^ doth oot 96 .6&41y enlarge our 
ICharity. 

It hath been offereid in excuse for this behaviour 
of the Prf>testantCburches> on ^liieir separation from^ 
the Cbiafrch of fiome (for, theijr perseverance in it 
ttfterw^ds, will adi»it of no apolo^), that the 
SpiEiT OF Persecution hath a marvellous ma- 
lignity in its aature, above all. other errors, to cprrupt 
and^ deprave the human mind* So that, when every 
mother Iniquity of Papal power bad been now detected 
ajQid expelled) this still skulked behind, within the 
tJose recesses q£ the heart ;, and, as often as i^ could 
disguise its deformity under a zeal for the 'work of- 
Reformation^ was ready to step out ^gain and pl^y 
the Devil. 

This is not to be wondered at. . There is scarce 
^ matenal error in the Church of Rome, which 
doth not sooth and cherish some or other of pur. 
<:orruptpassions and prejudices: but Pf;RSE(:uTiov 
iregales tliem all : It iatters ^ur sPiiBiTUAL Pride, 
the vanity of superior knowi^ge, and a pu;rer faitii:> 
It confirms ®ur BicoTiiy,^ the mistaken «eal for the 
honour of God and holy Church ; and it supports. 
our Ambition, the itdi for Mastery^ and misrul^ 
Were it not for so powerful a bigs, this Iniquity, 
i¥hich bad most imbittered tilieir thraldom^ and kept 
Ithem longest in their chains, must, on their firM; 
•deliverance, have been immediately v detected, aji4 
;aiarked out for execration* 

It is true, however, there was another aceldenS^- 
which found business for this FmrS:^ when once it 
9;Kp.d get fewbwr in the fair bos^om ^ the reforjonpd. 

Q4 Clwu*ches^ 
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Churches. The Protestant profession was founds 
on the principle of free Inquiry, and the liberty 
of private judgment But as it is rare for men 
not to abuse a lon^-s^uestered privilege, when 
new recovered, by pushing the exercise of it to an 
extreme ; so it happened in the work of reforniation. 
Several curious fancies grew up with the simple 
Faith of that Gospel^ from whence the Refonned, 
in general, sought their knowledge of God s n(iil. 
And they being, through their long inexperience, as 
unknotting in the real nature of Churoh-^communion^ 
as inattentive to the simplicity of Christian-faith, 
through, desertion of tl)oir Guide; these fancies, 
harmless, indeed, while held indifferent, were, by 
tlieir fond inventors, soon made important, and the 
terms of Fellow-membership. The efftet was fatal : 
It served to rend the Reformation into various Sects 
and Parties. We may be sure, the Church of 
Rome would take advantage of this miscarriage. 
They did so: and upbraided the work ofRefom^- 
tion with being conducted by a Spirit of confusion : 
They inferred, that when men had once left the 
centre of unity ^ and would seek truth by a liberty 
of thinkings which authorized private judgment, 
there would soon be as many fel^ opinions as free 
Inquirers : And as many Sects as both. The 
Reformed seemed sensible of this opprobrium : But 
it being supposed impracticable to go back to the 
simplicity of the Gospel-Faith ; and on that sim- 
plicity, to regulate the terms of Church-communion ; 
they contented themselves with stopping where they 
wt|« ; which they thought they should be i^le to 

dO| 
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<b, by applying unjust eoerciou to all such fioveL* 
ties, as, either by their subdlty or plausibility, pro<- 
laised the birth of a new sect^ or, by their grossness 
and extravagance, i*eflccted dishonour upon Refar^ 
tnadon itsel£ 

To proceed. This Error was ,not more disgrace- 
ilil to the beginnings of Reformation^ than fatal to 
the progress of it 

It hath, indeed, been observed, and perhaps viith 
truth, that the restraint of religious liberty hath 
made men more eager to es:ert and exercise the 
right of thinking for themselves* But this was 
accidental; when, after a long and indolent resig- 
nation of the understanding to authority, some casual 
persecution of a new opinion had served, as a 
stimulus^ to quicken tlie benumbed faculties of Rea- 
son^ And even then, the benefit was much allayed 
by the small helps which such times ailbrd to the 
discovery of truth ; and the great danger there is 
in usii^ such as may be had : Hence it was, that 
during the twilight of dawning Science, men, the 
best intentioned, and naturally the best qualified, 
did, in struggling to get free, advance sudi crude 
and hasty conclusions, as gready discredited that 
Gp^elr liberty 9 they were then labouring to promote. 
Of this we have many unhappy examples in the 
first effort^ towards Reformation. 

But the issue M'ould be very different in different 
circumstances ; in such especially where the Spirit 
of Liberty had done its general work ; and had 
^tablished the few great principles of Gospel-truth 
QsA pyrity. If, amongst these, the antichristian 
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t)iseit>Un«ft of fesltmnt should be tcceivM^ adi^ td 
&U further advances iii Reformation* Coercive 
pdMkisr tvould from henceforth keep it for ever tied 
denvtt to that imperfect state, in which Church 
Authority had found it* For, in this case^ the 
reference paid to the new Authority, under which 
particulars had sheltered themselves from an old 
Tyranny, would concur with its power, to depresl^ 
Wtd distredit private Judgment 

Nor would tttfs prove a slight or trivial evil. Fof 
^t are tiot to think the work of Reformation could 
be perfected at once. Those who know, in general) 
what prejudices old habits impress on the most 
>4«)it>us mind, even while enlarging itself by 
Liberty; and lliose who know in particular, how 
hastily and sonietimes how tumultuarily the Refor^- 
tnation was bought about, will easily understand) 
liiat the whole Gospel Regimen was not likely to be 
i«stored together; and that such a perfed; recovery 
required time and leisure to study ; and freedom ta 
profit by our studies^ in the fVord ofG^ 

But still furth^» Did persecuting Churches dis* 
iSDUfage private judgment in order to take the matter 
into their own bands, that Truth might have the 
sancti(X) of Authority, and they themselves the 
honour of doing it further service, aomething mighf 
be said, perhaps, in excuse for this proceeding. But^ 
*ilasi their infringement of religious liberty arises 
from a different principle. They discourage private 
|nquiry> not because it is carrying on by better 
Jaands, but because there needs no inquiry to be 
lff^%) Tfae \irprk pf Reformation, they say, js al- 
ready 
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reidy perfected ; and the duty of particula^rs k now 
to acquiesce.^ A strange conclusion,, which the praiC'- 
fice oi unjvist mstraint, indeed, hath made familiari 
tut is, in itselt, a very indecent presunjption. Far, 
aa a Protefstant Chtirch claims, no Infallibiuty^ 
Ujie the Churcii of Rome, nor imnotediate Inspiha* 
aaotf, like . faiiatic Sectaries, it must needs confeas^ 
it^ obuoxiQus to error : and from the unfavourable 
circunistance$'spQke£i of before, very likely to fall 
into it And then, whatever mistakes it had com** 
mitled through the condition of humanity, it might,. 
from time to time, have redressed with good grace^ 
00 the modest prindples of Reformation. This WM 
an ad van':age which it^'aUibk and inspired Pretenders 
had,, by their knavery and folly, put for eyer out of 
their power. But restraint and persecution deprived 
the Refonned Churches of this advantage : For^ 
Mjhen onc^ tltey w^re \n the train of implicit sub* 
iQi^fiion, they grew shamed to own they liad aay 
errors ; and with r^a^oq ; for what could more ex- 
pose, the criminal absurdity of such proceeding? 
Thpr^fpi^v whoever the force of Truth had vporked 
a chajtigg in the general principles of a Prpte^t^ut 
Church, as it did more than cmce in the matter of 
Gdkimsfml preih^tmafion, rnqn ha4 rar^y tb^ 
cpur^ge tQ confess it* Which made one qf tbeif 
efjemks observe, with ^ soeer, That it wtfs qHowqUc, 
Jhr the New Reform to change: k¥f not aqmp tke 
change *• 

.♦ U est bien permia de changer dans la nouvelte re- 
forme, mais il n*^st paa permit d^aypuer qu'on change* 
BotfRuet Vac ¥. i. p. 40|i;* 

There 
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There is yet another mischief behind, which is * 
still more general; I mean, that of Schisms, divi* 
sions, and increase of Sects and parties. For thou^, 
as hath been observed, the effect of Persecution, in 
these circumstances, is to stifle Truth ; yet it gives 
life and vigour to a thousand Counterfeits. For, that 
thorough discipline of uniformity, which brings all to 
one dead level in the Church qfRome^ is utterly im- 
practicable in the Churches of the Beformed. Pro- 
testant Rulers, mdeed, may, by stirring up the hu- 
mours, elude and prevaricate with their own prin- 
ciples ; but it is impossible they should ever go so far 
as to be able to put in practice the principle of their 
capital enemy: And yet there is no other that hath 
force enough to espel those humours. Now although ^ 
the mischief to the State^ from various sects and 
parties, may be reasonably well amended by a just 
Toleration, afforded to such, whom the Church, 
from the narrowness of its communion^ ejects; yet 
the mischief to Religion still remains. The Object of 
Civil Government is Peace; and this, a toleration 
secures : But the object of Reli^on is Truth ; and 
tliis a diversity of Sects, arising from the cause in 
question, will always discredit So that, in this- 
sense. Schism is a re^l and irremediable evil, which 
no Civil prudence can palliate or cure : and which 
nothing but the Church, by widening its Communion; 
can prevent or remove. 

. Thus have I endeavoured to explain the equity 
and wisdom of my text I have pointed out tb0 
good which follows from the observance, and. 

the 
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the evils which arise from the violation, of the 
precept. 

What remains is only to caution you from suffer- 
ing the Abuses here exposed (and now Abuses are 
become the favourite topic of declamation *, and the 
fiisbionable motive for disbelief), let not this, I say, 
prejudice you either against the Reformation in 
particular, or against the Christian Religion in 
general. 

Those Communities, and Bodies of Men, who 
made the first secession from the Church of Rome, 
did it, amongst other causes, to avoid the profession 
of those errors, and the practice of those supers ti* 
tionSy which that antichristian power tyrannically in« 
forced upon Conscience. The measure was evidently 
right And if they narrowed their justification on 
that partial principle, that their opinions were true, 
and their adversaries* false, instead of carrying it 
to that genuine and more generous ground, That 
Christian Liberty gives every-man a right to wor- 
Mp God according to his Conscience -, and conse- 
quently, by so doing, laid the seeds of. unjust re- 
straint ; this is no more to be admired, where no 
inspiration is pretended, than that, in Civil matters, 
men should labour to promote the geueral gpod oa 
erroneous or mistaken Principles. Many of the 
Chief Instruments of our deliverance from Popery 
and arbitrary Power, by the late happy RevolutiQn, 
proceeded, we know, in their accomplishment of 

♦ See LordBolingbroke*s posthumous Volumes; wfaos^ 
reasoning, such as it is, proceeds, from one end to the 
Vther, on this single topic. 

that 
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that glorious work, on maxims, which controverted 
the true origiiie of GoYernment, and were unfriendly 
to the benefits it procures. Yet what hottest man 
doth not rank them amon£;st the favoured Servants 
of Providence, employed in the advancement of i 
general Gctod? Why then should the work of 
Reformation be more hardly thought of, because th« 
In$truments of Christian Liberty were not more 
dexterou sin disengaging themselves from inveterate 
prejudices, than the Instruments of 'Civil Liberty ? 
We must assign both events to the particular provi- 
dence of God ; or give them both up to the direction 
of Fate and Fortune. We must eitiier be content 
to join the Character of Protestant to that of Patriot^ 
or we must throw them both off togetller. 

As little ought those unjust measures to prejudice 
us against the Gospd in general: which was no far 
from leading Men into them, or •encburagiBg 
Churches to persevere in them, that the genius of 
the Dispensation is manifestly violetted thereby* 

The sum of all is this, that if we would not dki- 
honqur our Fathek, fend iis Son Jesus, our 
Master'; nor give Scatidal to. the. good,- nor ft 
handle of blasphemy to the bad, we should tialoh^ 
^lude this great Comniandment; but bbe^ it in iiiat 
^ndour and ingenuity, in which it wns deliverod* 
To call no Man Father upon Ealrth; because on^ 
i^ our Father in Heaven; nor aspire /wr^eApe^ to 
ks Called Master^ because me is mr-Mastcty ecea 
Christ. 
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OF CHURCH AUTHORITY. 
Matt, xxiii. 3, 3, 

THE SCRIBES AND THE PHARISEES SIT JN MO^ES* 
SEAT : ALL THEREFORE WHATSOEVER THj:? BU> 
you OBSERVE, THAT OBSERVE AND DO} ^y? 
DO NOT TE AFTER THEJR WaRJS:S : fOR TME? 
SAY, AND DO NOT, 

THE Scribes and Pharisees, the public 
Teachers of the Law, were now fallen into 
Iftiat depravity of manners, wluch the Ztm bad 
foretold and condemned ; and consequently, sunk 
into that general neglect, which is ever the lot of 
profiigate Instructors, whether set over us by civii 
or divine Appointment 

An Impostor, who bad a new System to introduc^^ 
upon the esfablishedf thus shaken by the corrupt 
morale of its Teachers, would certainly have inr* 
proved so favourable a circumstance, by in^mii^ 
the genei^al aversion against those who most stood 
in his way. But the Son of God declined thtt 
lidvantage : on the contrary, he reproved . tbb 
popukr prejudice, though 8Q ^rioQdly to his owo 

Missipuj 
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Mission ; stid endeavoured to xeconcile them to 
thirr Teachers, his inveterate Enemies, on sucli 
rational principles as beat affirmed the People's 
Obedience, and their Directors* Authorityr Secure 
in his own Virtue, he rejected the obliquities of 
human Policy : and, in order to rectify the error 
on which Jihe mischiefs of a despised authority 
subsist^ He instructs his hearers to distinguish 
between the public and private Character of the 
Teacher. He shews them that tl]0ugh IVTen, who 
say ofiddonoty should never be followed for Exam- 
ples; yet, that Ministers of Religion, who sk in 
Moses chairy and are invested with authority to 
teach the LaWy are to be attended to as Instruc- 
tors, when, in their office, they denounce aud 
inforce the ordinances of God- Nothing appears 
more reasonable than this distinction. 

And yet in another place of the same Evangelist, 
our Holy Master seems to insinuate a very diffeii&nt 
doctrine. " Bew^arx (says he) of fal^e Propljets, 
*' which come to you in Slieeps cloatbing, but 
" inwardly they are ravening Wolves. Ye shaB 
" know them by their fruits- Do men gather grapes 
** of thorns, or figs of thistles ? Even so every good 
** tree bringeth forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tr^e 
** bringeth forth evil fruit. Wherefore by their 
•* fruits ye shall know them *." 

Here, we see, it is expressly said. That they 
whose morals, do not correspond to the purity of 
their doctrine, shall have na regard or observance 
paid unto them ; but, i^all be shunned and avoided 

* Matt, vii- 15 — 2o. 
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as deceivers ; because the corruption of their man* 
ners is a sufficient proof of the imposture of their 
pretences* Beware of false Prophets — Do men 
gather grapes of thorns^ or figs of thistks? On 
the other hand^ our text instiucts us to revereiAe 
the immoral Teacher ; and to separate his manners 
from his Doctqpe. AU whatsoever they bid you 
observe y That observe and doi but do not ye cfter 
their works. 

To recpncile these two places of Scripture, it 
will be sufficient to observe, That very different 
Persons and Characters are the subjects of these 
two different directions* 

They of my Text were an Order of established 
Teachers ; with whom the custody of God's Word 
was intrusted; to be dispensed on all occasions td 
the People. These men had grossly abused indeed, 
but "y^ not forfdted ihevc trust; and therefore it 
was tlic part of every good Citizen to support them 
in tteir Chairacter. And though the Jewisk Ecomrny 
was now near the eve of its (fissoitrtion ; when part 
was to be abolishedi part to be reformed, and Ifee 
remaining part to be completed, by the last Reve- 
lation of God's Will, intrusted to his Son; Yet the 
dignity af Truth, aiKl the eminence of thiat Person 
who came to bring Truth into the wwM, required, 
that the interests even cf aA expiring Dispensation 
should not be neglected. 

But the JFALSE PiioPHETS, meutionfed in tite 
otiierScriptare, Mvho'ahne iriSheeps ilothingy but 
wMi «»td^/^>iji^ji^me9;^ to be shunned 

and avoided as deceivers^ are such as assume a very 

ToL. IX. P different 
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different character. The character of God's ex-< 
traordinary Messengers, intrusted with the delivery 
of a new Revelation to mankind* For, about ttiis 
time the expectation of the promised Messiah was 
>#ry general. So that selfish and ambitious men 
w^re encouraged to personate his Character. Though 
|he markSj by which they are described, mighty one 
would think, have prevented the mischiefs the delu- 
sions drew upon this infatuated People. 

Having now seen the perfect agreement of the 
different rules delivered in these two Scripture&; 
Let us enquire into the reasons of them. 

In the caution agwnst^/a&e Prophets it is direct- 
ed, that, in case the morals of a pretended Mes- 
senger from God be inccKisistent with hi» OlSce, we 
should shun and avoid him as a cheat. And surely 
with much reason. The very nature of things in* 
forming iia, that, when God thmks fit to reveal his 
Will, in an extraordinary way, to man, he will not 
disgrace his dbpensation by an unworthy Instni^ 
ment*^ Both the Agmty and the interests of Reli^on 
i^equire, that the first bearer of it should be thorou^- 
ly possessed oi ibsX^^omec of virtue which true 
Religion bestows. 

It b highly absurd to fimcy, that so bright an 
emanation firom the source of; Light and Purity, as 
dvvine grace andjwoour^ should be conveyed to us 
through unclean and polluted hands. Neither would 
the Author of 'good endure the near approach and 
intercourse of such an Agent; neither could the 
good, be bestow?^ be so.conveyedy without stain and 
^efilem^pt., ^ _ 

The 
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The interests of Religion will not suffer so impure 
a conveyance. In propagating a new Religion, there 
are many corrupt prejudices to overcome. To see 
therefore the Messenger of God untouched with the 
importance of his high commission, and unrenewed 
himself with the renovation he conveys to others, 
would afford those prejudices too much aid and 
assistance. 

But, this sanctity of manners, which is so expedient 
to support the*honour and interests of the mission, 
is indeed the natural and inseparable attendant on 
the Office. For, in the promulgation of a new Re- 
ligion, besides those mairks of trutli arising from the 
reasonableness and purity of the doctrine, which 
shew it worthy of God ; to prove it actually came 
from him there is need of certain miraculous gifts, 
which the Holy Spirit imparts to those with whom 
he then condescends to dwell. But the peculiar 
office of the Holy Spirit is the Sanctification of the 
heart. 

' From all this, we must conclude, that, when oiik* 
blessed Master warns tis to reject all such fiar Im- 
postors who pretend to an extraordinary commission 
from God, with morals unsuitable to their message 
he doth it upon tlie best grounds of truth and ex-»^ 
pediency. 

But now we must be careful to observe, thiat the 
case of such is very different from theirs, whom 
God, in the ordinary course of his providence, raiseth^ 
up, from time to time, as the bare Instruments of i^ 
Reformation in Religion; and who pretend tana 
higher character: Of whose agency, 'Providence 

p 2 avaib 
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avails itself to free ai> old established Religion from 
the errors contracted through length of time and the 
malice of men; Here, the same conclusion will not 
hold ;. most of those circumstances being wanting^ 
which made the inconsistency between the public 
and private Character of the e^vtraerdinari/ Agent : 
And God, now administering the affairs of his Church 
by the settled economy of his common providence, 
may sometimes be well supposed to do here, as in 
Ihe rest of bis moral dispensations, to produce good 
out of'eoil; to use wicked Instruments, in the natural 
course of things^ to promote the ends of virtue ; and 
make the oblique interests of the world serve to ad* 
Yence the honour, and to restore the purity of his 

Of this different conduct, the Jewish History 
affioords us an example. When Godj at various pe* 
nods, revealed his Will to particular families, and 
to his chosen people ; the agents and messengers, 
whom he honoured witii Us commands, were select- 
ed irom the most virtuous amongst men ; such as 
Noah, Abraham, and Moses. But when, during 
the established order of things, he decreed in the 
course of his providence, either to execute vengeance 
on the oppresscHTS of Ms People; to purge the holy 
land from Idolatry ; or to punish the transgressors 
of the Lccw; he frequently employed the agency of 
wicked kings and ru!^^, to bring bb judgments to 
Iheir puiposed issue. But we need not wonder at 
Jthis designation, when we see Providence did not 
disdaiato employ tibe like imperfect Instruments in 
a wockibat 9pp»^ched stiU nearer to it&e digoily of 
• i*>-o 34 the 
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<he first operation of divine Love; I mean thfe 
ESTABLISHMENT of Religion: of ivhich, that of the 
JLaw was committed to David, and that of ^^ 

GoSpely to CONSTANTIJSTE. 

This, our Adversaries of the Church of RomCy 
do not sufficiently consider * when with so much 

trium^ 

* The celebrated M. Bossuet says, — Mr. Bum^t prend 
beaucoup de peine ^ entasser des exemples de Princes 
'tres-d^regl68 dont Dieu s'est aerri pour de grans ouvrages. 
'Qui en doute? Mais — montreraf-t-il un seul exemple oil 
Dieu voulant rbvbler aux hommes quelque verity im- 
portante et inconnue durant de siedes, pour ne pas dire 
entierement inouie, ait choisi un Roiaussi scandaleux que 
Henri viii. et un Ev^que aussi l^Lche et aussi corrumpu 
que Cranmer? Hist, des Var. 1. Tiii. tpm. i. p. 349/8YO. 
Here the learned Writer plainly confounds die two dif- 
ferent Charactersdistinguished above. The Instruments 
o{ Reformation pretended to no. agency or commission 
from God, to reveal any thing to Man. And if they 
discovered an important truth which had lain hid for 
many ages^ it was by laying open the Scripturet to the in* 
spection of all men ; after they had been so long locked 
up from the vulgar, in the learned languages. — But 
he goes on — Si le Schisme de I'Angleterre, si la reforma* 
tion AngUcane est un ouvrage divin, rienn'y sera plus 
divin que la PRXMAUTE^EcclesiastiqueduRoi, puisque 
ce n'est pas seulement par la que la rupture avec Kome^ 
c'est-a-dire, selon les Protestans, le fbndement necessaive 
de toute bonne reforme, a commence, mais que c'est 
«iK;ore le seul point oii Ton n'a jamais vari^ depuis h 
ISchisme. Id. ib. — Now, though I take the supbem Acar 
of the Magistrate to be a divine, mork, in the sense that 
at) civil Institutions, founded on the principles of Equily 

^3 -and 
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triumph against the work of Reformatmij they ob- 
ject to us tliose impure Listniments, who had neither 

motives 

and Justice, are the ordinance of God [Rom. xiii. 2.j 
yet it is not pretended to be a divine work (as the 
learned writer pats it) in consequence of its being an 
establishment introduced by the Instruments of Refor^ 
motion : because the Character of such Instruments is 
very different from that of an inspired Agent, sent 
immediately from -God, to reveal his will to mankind ; 
into whose Message nothing merely human can insinuate 
itself under the form of a divine institution. The Re- 
formation itself, which these Instruments have established, 
will likewise partake of the imperfections of the Foun- 
ders. So that the continuance of an error no more im« 
peacheth the providence of such a work, than the intro^ 
duction of it. But we will suppose the Magistrate's su* 
premacy to be as anti-christian as this learned Prelate 
would represent it, and then apply his argument to one who 
was confessedly such an Instrument for the refioonation 
of God's Chnrch, I mean Jehu ; to whom God himself 
speaks in this manner-^'' And the Lord said unto Jehu, 
^' Because thou hast done well in executing that which 
'' was right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the Honse 
*^ of Ahab according to all that was in my hearL**-^ 
a Kings x. jo.-^Here we have an Imtrtiment of God, in 
all its forais. Let us put him then into the Bishop's argu- 
ment, instead of H&i. viii. and see how it will frulge. 
^' If Jehu's destroying Baal [the Pope] out of Israel, 
was a divine work ; nothing could be more divine than 
his establishing the Golden calves [the King's Su- 
PBEM act] itt Bethel and in Dan.^ v. 38, 29. I leave it 
to ^ advocates of the Church of Rome to 6nd out a 
distinction by which dieir Champion's argument will be 
made to conclude for Jehu's Reformation, and at the 
Kame time, against that of I)enry vi 11. 
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m&tives nor manners suitable to the tnith-or purity of 
tiiat Gospel Faith which the}' pretended to restore. 
We are so far from being ashamed of receivingbenefit 
from men who supply these circumstances of re- 
proach to themselves, thatj supported by the general 
principle, arising from the Doctrines of these two 
Texts, as here reconciled and explained, we find, 
in the perversity of Man, new matter of Glory to 
God. And we bUss the hand, which :tunied the 
Avarice of a furious Friar, and the luxury oi a 
debauched McHiarch, from their natural mischiefs^ 
to become Instruments of the choicest blessings ; 
the recovery of Letters and the restoration of 
Religion. 

Indeed, it would be hard to conceive a reason, 
why this Jdnd of Dispensation should not be esteem- 
ed as adorable la the religious government ef ^e 
world, as it is in the moral ; where we see, and 
without hesitation acknowledge^ the goodness, the 
power, and the wisdom of God : whose Providence 
is incessantly employed in turning the crimes and 
passions, of selfish men, to the advancement of pub* 
lie Justice. How many wholesome Laws have had 
tbek birth from the oblique <views of interested 
Ministers! Hovi: many salutary inforcements of 
them from the blind passions of disappcnnted 
Factions ! 

Indeed, if we should so far mistake^ or rather, 
abuse these blessings^ as to turn our gratitude, or 
repose our trust, upon the Instruments, instead of 
the Sovereign Hand which guided them, Their vilc- 
nesis might then be fairly objected to us : But while 

P4 we 
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we are careful to ^vc the honour where it is due, 
none of that just reproach, wliicb may fail upon the 
Instrument, will at ail affect the glorious work it 
was emi^oyed to produce ^. 

So 

* Yet this sophism^ miserable as it is, is the favourite 

argumentboth of Superstition andlNFiDEXiTY : and 

constantly employed to discredit that Providence by 

which the work of Reformation was effected. The first . 

gtep to the rain of diat unhappy Monarch, whone 

bigoted posterity has so often disturbed and endangered 

our civil peace, was the being perverted by this very de* 

lusion. Father Orleans tells the story from his own 

mouth . — Ce fiit ^ Bmxelles au sortir de France qu'ayant 

assez de temps pour lire, il tombasur Y Histpire dtHeylin, 

n la lut avec attention, et au travers des divers pretextes 

dont les Protestants s'efforcent de colorer le schisme de 

leur pais, il reconnut ^videmment que cette separation, 

ti contraire k la maxime d'unit6, qui est le foodeuKent 

de rfiglise, etoit en effet I'ouvrage des passipns hu- 

maines; que Vincontinence d'Henri viii., Vambition 

du Due de Somerset, la politique de la Reine Elizabeth, 

Yavarice de ceux qui d'abord s*etoient emparez des biens 

Eccfesiastiquesj avoient 6t6 les principes de ce change* 

ment; que Fesprit de Dieu ny avoit point de part. II 

savoit que Dieu s'etoit servi de Pro9HiktB0 d'une vk 

sainte, pour Su» les chefe- de son Peupl^ toUtes) lea .fob 

qa'il s'etoit agi de leur intimer sea volontez( tumf hai^t la 

Religion ; que dans le changement de Loi, desAjppsxBBS 

revetus de la vertu d'enhaut, et plus sembkbles aux 

Anges qu'aux autres hommes, avoient annonc6 FEvan- 

gild ; que dans les relachemens arrivez dans Tun et dans 

Fautre Testament, ce n^et'oient point des hommes chameh, 

des ames vindicatives, de» esprits ambitieux, qui avoient 

prlch6 la reforme, maii ^es hommes pkins de teaprit de 

Moyse, 
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So far, as to the reasonableness of the caution 
against /akie JProphets. Biit now, as to the respect 
due to hnmoral MimsterSj or the appelated Teachers 
of established Rdigion, who lie under the same 

imputation, 

MoysCj ou de celui de Jesus^Ckristf seub canaux dignes 
de r^cevoir les caux qui coulent de ses vives sources pour 
ne les poiat rendre suspectes de s'fetre corrompues en 
venant k nous. — I hardly need stop to observe, that the 
sophistty and fabe reasoning of all this has been exposed 
above, in the distincfiony laid down, between an ordinary 
InairumeM tod an inspired jdgeM. — He goes oa— Des 
reflexions » raisonnables; ouviirent les yenx. an I>uc 
tfYork : des lore il fut Catholique dans rame;* et ce fut 
dans cette disposition d'esprit qu'au temps du retablisse- 
ment il repassa en Angleterre— — La Duchesse d'York, 
par un evehement remarquable, fut convertie en lisant le 
mSme Livre, qui avoit converti le Due. Hist, des Revol. 
d'Angleterre, torn; iii. — What the Pnes^ thus urges with 
the cunning of a Statesman, to discredit the Protestant 
Religiori ; the Politician empl6ys with the zeal of a 
Missionary, to decry Revelation in general. '' With 
'* the same impartial eye (says Lord Bolingbroke to his 
^ noble Friend), that your Lordship surveys the abuses 
'* of Religion, and the corruptions of the Church, as 
" well as Comtti of Rotne, which brought on the Refor- 
**^ mation at this period ; you will observe the Characters 
^* aoflb CondnKt of those who* began,, who propagated, 
** and who favoured the I^qrmation : and from your 
" observation of these, as well as of the umystemaiical 
" manner in which it was carried on, at the same time, in 
^* various places, and of the want of goncert, nay even 
* of Charity, amongst the Reformers, you mil learn 
*^ what t6 think of the several Religions^ tkat unite in their 
^ opposition to the Roman, tod yet hate one another 

"most 
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imputation, of discrediting their doQtrine by their 
practice, we shall shew their case to be very dif- 
ferent ; and consequently that the different reception 
which my text directs us to afford them, is equally 
reasonable. 

Whatsoever (says the text) they bid you observe^ 
that observe and do ; but do you not after their 
Works: for they say, and do not. That is, "As 
they are appomted to dis{)ense ^mto you the doc- 
trines and precepts of Religion, and to support and 
inforce them, with all the power of their wit and 
eloquence, attend to them, as to a public Character, 
with reverence ; but shun their Vays, and forbear 
to imitate their practice, whicli stands condemned 
by their own contrary professions. In a word, 
receive them for your Instructors ; but beware of 
taking them for your Examples.^ 

The fitness and reasonableness of this direction 
may be seen, both from the necsssitt and the 
NATURE of the office. 

1. We learn from the experience of all ages, that, 
to preserve Religion amongst the people, there is 
need of public teachers, to be. set apart for that 
purpose. Thus in the Jewish state they were 
appointed by God's particular direction : amongst 
the policied nations of Paganism^ by the civil 

magistrate : 

" most heartily ; what to think of the several sects, that 
^ have sprouted, Hke suckers, from the same great Roots; 
'^ and what the true principles are of Protesiant Ecctt- 
" siasticat Policy.''— L. Bolingbrok^ Letter VI. of the 
Study of History, VoL i. pp. 209, 210. 
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magistrate : and wherever our holy Religion hath 
got footing, both divine and human authority have 
concurred to their establishment. The office there- 
fore of tlie Ministers of a national Relidon, like 
ours, is to support and cultivate that Revelation, 
which the first Messengrers of it, by their extraor- 
dinary graces, had planted and disseminated through- 
out the world. For its divinity being once thus 
powerfully evinced, all that remained for the constant 
exercise of the ministry, \^^as to have the e.vterior 
evidence of its h^th^ and the interior evidence of 
its excellence, set in the fairest and most convincing 
light. Apd as this might be done by the common 
aids of reason and grace^ the power of miracles^ as 
no longer necessary, was withdrawn from the Teach- 
ers of Religion. So that it was now no matter of 
wonder, though it will always be of scandal, if men, 
>equally subject with their hearers to the common 
infirmities of their nature, should, in more degenerate 
times, fall under the same vassallage to sin and 
corruption. , However, that this will not excuse 
their hearers from rejecting their ministry, and 
disregarding their doctrine, appears plainly from the 
second consideration, tiae nature of their office. 

55. Whoever assumes to instruct and direct the 
p43Qple, upon the footing of his own authority, hath 
need to be irreproachable in his life and conver- 
sation ; because the truth of what he delivers rests 
upon the integrity of his character. Fraudulent and 
corrupt manners very justly discredit all he would 
recommend. And, (hough hi^ prevarication cannot 

alter 
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alter the nature of things, yet it seems to acquit his 
hearers for their neglect of him ; and for declining 
to examine what be delivers on his own person^ 
authority. This was the case of the ancient Phi- 
losophers. While the first of them practised the 
virtues suitable to their name and title, they were 
treated with regard and reverence. But when, in 
after-times^ they became as notorious for their 
immoralities, they deservedly sunk into general 
neglect. The First Christian apolo^sts urge their 
vices home upon them ; and consider the popular 
contempt into which they were fallen as the natural 
consequence of their profligate manners : For even 
uncultivated reason tells us, that it is absurd to 
expect grapes of thorns^ or Jigs of thistles. 

But a Minister of established Religion stands 
upon another footing. He delivers nothing on hk 
own Authority. His office is to inforce God's tsta^ 
hlished Truth by argument and persuasion. The 
Guide he recommends is not himself, but holt 
Scripture ; which he invites all meti diligently to 
study and examine. And if, in aid of his general 
office, he maketb one part of his ministry to consist 
in interpreting what he thinks may minister grace 
to the hearers J it is but to assist them in their Know- 
ledge of God's Word: and to weigh the force of 
what be offers, in behalf of its Authority. Now 
what have the private morals of such |i Character 
further to do in this matter, than to excite the com- 
passion of every charitable hearer? who cannot but 
lament that so much science, and application to 
holy thmgS9 as is necessary to fit him for the dis- 
charge 
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charge of his employment, should not have force 
enough to subdue his evil habits. 

But if on this account we do unreasonably, to 
set at nought a Minister of Christ ; how absurd is 
it to encourage or excuse ourselves in our vices, by 
his bad example. We reject the authority he has 
fix)m God, we resist the evidence he draws from 
Reason, yet seem to respect, in him, the works of 
' the flesh and the tyranny of enslaving Passions. 

But, of all the delusions into which licentious 
men are apt to fall, the most unhappy sure is that, 
which, from the vices and imperfections of the 
mimsters of the Gospel^ inclines them to reject, or 
entertain suspicions of, that Religion itself they 
are intrusted to teach : And yet I believe nothing 
has more contributed to keq) men attached to their 
infidelity, than this foolish prejudice. 

Did the Gospel deliver, or was it suspected to 
deliver, any doctrines eveii of the remotest tendency 
to encourage its Ministers in their vices, much 
might be said for this strange conclusion. But 
when it is by those very doetiines that the People 
discover the true nature and enormity of vice ; when 
it is by those doctrines they hear the Preacher con- 
demned out of their own mouths ; it seems strangely 
perverse to think amiss of Religion on that account. 
Surely these, men of reason have not brought tliem^ 
selves to expect, that, in thie ordioary course of 
God's providence, a mere ktioWlfedge'of his Will, 
and of the truths arising fitMn it, i^odd have a 
resistless force to bear down inveterate habits, and 
aubdue the strongat bent .9i fauman inclination. 

In 
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In conclusion, I have only one caution to subjoin^ 
That what is liere said of the prejudices and per- 
versities of the Hearers of the Wordy be not 
mistaken, as intended for an excuse of the immoral 
Preachers of it. Their guilt admits of none. 
Against them, under the names of the JScribes and 
Pharisees of my text, Jesus, in the same place 
where he vindicates their public character from 
contempt, hath denounced the severest woe of 
offended Heaven. fFoe untoyoUy Scribes and Phor 
riseeSy Hypocrites, How can you escape the darnna-- 
tion of Hell? But when he speaks still more directly 
to the Ministers of his awn Religion^ his condem- 
nation goes still higher. // is impossible (says be 
to his Disciples) but that offences will came ; but 
woe unto him through whom they come. It were 
better for him that a nuUstoni were hanged about 
his necky and he cast into the sea^ than that he 
should offend one of these litte ones *. The woe 
denounced against the Ministers of the Mosaic Law 
was for offences arising firom enormous crimes : 
But this, against the Ministers of the Gospel, is, for 
offences, occasioned even by indiscretions. fFho- 
ever (says he) shall offend one of these little ones : 
and this, with the highest reason, both on account 
of the superior holiness of the Gospel, and tht 
superior charity required of its Followers. 

In a wordy the Crime of a {^rolBigate life, in the 
Stewards if the My^eries ^ God^ is aggravated 
by many coneideratiQDs. 

♦ Matt. kvHi. dv 

The 
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The acquired knowledge, necessary for the or- 
dinary discharge of their officCj gives them advan- 
tages, in religious wisdom, above other men : So 
that if their progress in virtue be not proportionable 
to their superior knowledge of its nature and effects, 
they become very guilty before God ; who, by the 
mouth of his Son, has assured us> that to whom 
much is gwerijfrom him much will be reguired\ 

Their solemn dedication and separation to the 
service of Religion, likewise demands a more especial 
sanctity of manners. The very Heathens saw, that 
such as were employed about holy things, ought 
to be endowed with^ or at least should learn to 
acquire^ a higher degree of purity, than those who 
stood further from the altar: And accordingly' 
public i^uthority exacted from them the observance 
of a stricter and severer rule of moral conduct. 

The sum of all is this. That the Hearer should . 
not entertain prejudices against Religion, on account 
of the bad life of the Preacher: Nor^ on the other 
hand, should the Clergy suffer these unjust preju- 
dices of the Laity to abate their horror for a faithless 
discharge of their Trust. Let them equally concur 
in confessing the divine original of Virtue and 
Religion, in the midst of all their abuses of both; 
let them concur to give Glory to God, while each 
lies humbled under the deep sense of his own con- 
demnation. 

* Luke xii. 48 • 
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l-'^KE'ix. '49, 56/ . 

ANt) JOHN ANSW^RlED ANr> SAID, MAl^TEB, TyiC 
"SAW ONE CASTING OtJ* DEVlls IN ^liV NAilEj 
AND AVE FORBAD HIJVt' BECAUSE kk FOLLOW- 
ETH NOT WITH U$. AjirD JtisUS SAlb UNT^b 
HIM^ FORBID lIlM NOT: io^ llE THAT- IS 
NOT AteAINST US, IS FOR US'. '' ' - 

WHEN Jesus, in the entrance 6n his Ministry, 
had thought fit to cotifirrh the truth of his 
Gospel, bj the Evidence ot Miracles; lie was 
graciously pleased to contrive, fhdt' that w|iich wets' the 
credential of his Missipri should; at the same' tinfe 
minister relief and consbktfoii to the A()rf/fy^ ihfirihii 
ties of those, ) whose spiritual dis6i%liers he wai^ sent 
to heal. On this accoiint as welt cts to j^ve^ad* 
ditional'lustrQ to, his Character, he coinmunicated of 
thiis diyirie power to.hrs iPbltpwer^. * ' ' ' ■ -'[ 

But these gross aiiiicarhal-mind'etf ineh^conslde^ed 
their gifts 'and gf adds, not is Siiricst iinpartey to 
them for the benefit of others ; but as^ a prerogdtwk 
given them in proper to aiiotln their own personal 

Vol. IX. Q characters* 
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characters. So that, od seeing a man dispensing 
the same blessings, though in the name of their 
eomnion Master, yet because he followed not xvith 
them^jAiey forbad htm the oxerciaoiif his ministerial 
fmiction ; as if they themselves had been erected 
into a Society or Company, with the privily of an 
exclusive trade : And, with great satisfaction in this 
their conduct, they acquaint their heavenly Master 
with the sifence i^ey haid ^updsed upoh (his pre- 
suming Schismatic. But th^ were surprised at 
thdr reception,^ when, instead of applause, they 
were received with this cold admonition, Forbid 
him not : for he that is not against us, is for us. 
Yet they would have seen reason to be thankful for 
the moderation and gentleness of the reproof, bad 
Ib^ reflected on the absurdity, as well as iniquity, 
of thdr behaviour. For it was but just before* 
that these very men, who now restrained a Follower 
ff Christ from f^cerosing the virtue oammuniaitdd 
to bin), because he was not of their Sodety^^YmA 
themselves essayed the very smne power, and, 
jlbrou|[^i the deficienqy of their ^th, bad essayed it 
ia mbcu So that we may reasomaUy conclude, 
.lAiero was in this Jfr^^ exertion of uQcharitable le* 
straiat, what has been found in it ever since ; not 
a little ravy mingled with a great deal of aeal. 

Yet as carnal as this temper is, and aa season* 
ably as it was reproved, it has rarely failed to shew 
Uaelf in every age, and aUnost in every country^ to 
atop the progress of the Gosypel^and naixow the 
Cemmmm ^ SairUs. 

' .■ ..-. .-*.Ver.40ii. . 

^t ...:;.' ^ O ' ' *..:, .And 
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And here, as ki aH otlief cases, where the genius 
of our holy Faith is violated, a text was at hand, to 
flieitter their prejudices, iA^ ^pfiort tliem in theii^ 
delusions. Fot St Matthew* <dh us, that Jesus, 
on a certain occasiori, delhrtefed hrnfiself in tfie fbl- 
llwteg iWritter, He! iitk't A lo^ot vfiifn Ut is" 
A^MSst Ut. A dbckfattod s& opposite tc tiitf' 
fonttOr, tittkt it n^ill requirej to htfve th* two t«xt* 
accord, before wdcftn dvttw ^Ay eertak conclusioil 
fitM c^bet oif them^ 

K is to^^ be obscfTedi fhtftf, iJrtt these different 
propositions are delivef^ by Jesus af very diffeirefat 
jtancfores^ : so that we may presume Aey were 
<&f€Acted to different objects ; and may therdEbre b^ 
i^H recoac&ed, and made td stand quiietly toge^tk". 
'fbisf i^ iMdted thef dise ; they bear it vety fifend^ 
itep^cf t«ihiF«rd8 eacb other. 

TTte ilttrtte df niy «xt if^e bceaisioned Wy tht^ 
ifiHciptes^ fttfbidding « man thtf excteibel of his" 
^aivMf, ttkM# !Mr professed; fais feirfl in Jfesus, 
because he conform^} not tb the disdi^Une df Iber 
7\MfDi^ BiEi#thelrtird^mSt:Bla«he$^ 
ta^ itfhMbitt* ' 9cM' of ihehy U^eMeiilfes, d^e jrhorUlt^ ^^ 
who, wfeiett they ^titt contindetf erf the troth of MiT 
2kii!rtt^6s, weit yet w pr^tidietid agfednst his misstoii^ 
tbnt-theyi^flbctftdtdbeUeve, he cast out LMlsby 
Mi^bkdti^ythtPfitict<ffheDt^ theabg^Ydkf 

He that is not wHItnie U dgaim me. 

' - ^ 6h;zii.3o; 

n a OF 
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OF JisuSj not from the Discipline of a Church 
denominated from him, ivbich deprives the Disseii-. 
ticnt of any share in him. And, indeed, as it 
would seem to violate the strong Beoevoleace of, 
our holy Religion, to debar the faithful of tb^-. 
daim to its benefits, on account of their ^parating 
from, or rather not associating with, some of its pro-r 
fessors, in Church-fellowship ; so ^ would appa-- 
r^ntly dishonour its dignity, and. defeat its peculiar, 
virtue, to imagine that the opposers ci it had a rigbt 
to its privileges, on this only title, that they stood 
upon tlie common foundation of the moral Lfm. ./c 

^ These two texts, therefore, do not only agree 
^ell together, but do indeed imply the truth of one 
anotiier, . For if the benefits bjB so great, and so 
necessary to huotamty, .it is not fit they should' 
depend oh so precarious a ground, as .this or that; 
TiBiiodt (f ^dpUne: And if it be the prpp^ virtue 
of Christianity,, to bestow them> it w:oUld .nc4: te^ 
just that any other mode of belief should share Jn 
the honour of conveying them. . 

; These reciprocal Tiuthsi ilikei^ise, have a com* 
modious application : and we may properly oppo^ 
ti^em. to those two extremes; one of wluch is .apjt- 
to. bewilder the zealots for the national Religion,; 
the other, the lukewarm professors of Christmr^tif^ 
at largfi: .While one side supppseth, there is np 
Salvation out of the pak qf his awn Church; and 
thp other^ that there is no happmess which moral 
mrtue alone is not able to procure. 

J Xhcse.errprs are equally hurtful tp true Religion. 
But the former only is my present subject: It is 

' ' ' that 
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ihak which my text condemns. Ho* justly, we 
sliall now see. 

This' narrow, intoler&nt Spirit, which excludes 
from the benefits' of the Gospel, all without the 
National or established pale, notwithstanding their 
Iprofession of the common faith of Jesus, is alike 
injurious to God and Man. ? 

■ . : ' \ ■■■'.'■ 1 

I. Por first, it alters the terms op salvation", 
as they are delivered in the Gospel ; which! are; 
Faith in Christy and repentance towards God\ by 
adding others to- th^m, sach as fellow-memier^p 
in Church Conmulmn. To diange the; funda!^ 
mental Laws of Christ's^ spiritual Kingdom^, where 
' he ift^ the only Lawgiver,, is an offence of the highest 
nature, as^ not only implying simple disobedience^ 
but usurpation likewise. A Church acting widi 
tiiis^ Spirit, inot only throws^ off. Subjection, \ but 
assumed the So^reignty : And is no longer the 
She^fold of tiie good Shepherd, but the den (£ 
Anti^Chrirt, the Thief and Robhfer. 

Again, This tnqovaition is opposite to the doctrine 
of •EiDEMPTio^, atid fbreign to the whde geniuik 
of the Gospel. -Tliey were not the sins of men, as 
tfieymakid'Collecitive bodies In Communities, bift 
the sins of each individual of our common species^ 
fefr which Christ died. The descendants of Adam 
had,* through his transgrattion, lost the free gift of 
immidrtality ; which was as freely restored by the 
delitb and ^lifi^Hngs of Christ But to whom was 
it restored? not? to' collective bodies, wbi^ shouts 
ivMmhij^ this^ Eesitotfear with public Riteriind Cere- 
r • ' ' Q 3 monies^ 
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^Mni£^ ; but to every perticiildr rhnn who had a 
livtly faith in him. The Gospel js the publicatioB 
of tbe glid tidings of ih|& reatwation : And though 
indeed it was firsts addpeis$ed 4o the Jews, 413 t 
NAffioir, a Church, ,or Sddety ; yet ttos hh$ miI: 
l^esu^ Mie redfignptioa of Maakiod iuul o^y thin|; 
to do with Societies of Men as such ; tmt b^m^e^ 
the Race df Abraham, from whose loins the pro- 
jpmf!^ Rodenen}^ fvf« it© spring, bad hero, hy Gpds 
.special appointpmnt, ooUecled toitp a Body^ ^ 
filUiitigst o}bei*4ises^ «o fer liiis, jthe,U^tt»r tQ pn^iu^ 
^ wa;^, and to mfurk hi^pvedioted ori^i^l ^cqordiog 
to idie flesh. But wbsn tte Gefitttes had io thqir 
^ma the Goqpfil offihred unto fhe^i tfai^ addf^ 
Jvw oftly to PABricuLARS. ' For tboii^'tbe terois 
^ fiahMtion ivspec^ed the Jewish SmAeArimt ]Kt 
tliie; RgmanStnatey as such, faiad no cononm k them* 
i^d mo^ partkularss who mcehml ihe i^'w4« 
ittpai^.ndtiiecessanily; fham tbe4iioapie latiim md 
ilpeiiats «if tfuB F0ilh» iBemhars of any CimxomilP^^ 
but of the spiritud iKidgdtdm i^<^d. ^And tbw^ 
^iibehetter »mmJ«^loe of f^ g^d tidit^ af the 
^0^1^ it was eip0d«e^ that ilieJ^bci^ofOkritt 
«hq»y{ be foiiii^ iDto> a kind of Sodftlicy, yet the 
jF/Qbpdfir of our hofy IPaxii neyer hitetided ^^lOrmijf 
pftoTff^li^Qws Society, !to^p^<xl\t»§^m^iik vnb 
appears ivQm \m mpress words in «iy t^^it, H^iqrt 
1^ iie$eims oiif , 9(hQ waa propagaitiag ^ iftiit]|;i in 
bioi. to aii the beMiits lod praragstti«)W M' t& 
HoHgion, tbaugh he w«s out cif tt« {lala laf thai 
firatereity he had i^t ibra ituttitotedv 
- Kaw what Jesus' ih)maaif did, mJtiia.fsl^^ 
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raeht, for the propagation of ReligioD, was dotie' 
aAerwards by bis Aposdes, in imitation of him, 
for the support and continuance of it They 
erected QHHrches and Societies wherever they canie : 
which being founded in one common Faiiti^ were 
in Comoiunion with one anofther, as the various 
parts and members of Ae sfHrttMi Kingdom of 
God ; hot, at the same time^ no more essential to 
^at Faith &BXi their own sodality fcanded by their 
Master* 

Nay, for die very reasons ti estaUki&ig the 
Churdies, namely tbs conveyance ttfid security of 
Rdi^n, ft appears they could not be essential txy 
die F«^; nothing more obstructing ito prbgresi 
tiion the notion of a Society's ^emgessfen^ to it; 
as tiie consequence d that is the confinjng Salvation 
to soOie j&tkt Oiurch or ComHumion. 

From all this it appears, that a prindple, winch 
narrow the commumon of 'Saints, is contrary ta 
<be dedrine of Redemption, and foit^ to the 
genius of the Gospd. Such are the ^yushonounr 
Jdns notion brkigs upon Revelation. 

II. Humanity is not less injured fay it For first 
it turns the free pit of God into a bartering trade;' 
the liberty of the Gospel into a spiritual tyranny. 
For when once it is behofed, that there is no sdl* 
i^dmi out of a particular Churchy and that the 
admission into it, and exdusion from it, are at 
1^ ^posal of a certain osd^ of men, the persons' 
aad fortunes of 4be fjuHifal will lie at the mercy ol 

a 4 tiieir 
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tiieir Ministers; And i^ will require a very^vn-- 
CQaimoo shdiaofQrace aod Virtue not to abuse 
so dangerous ^ privilege ; and to restrain avarice 
ahd.^bitJDn ;fr(H][i pirpstituting the. sacred ordinances 
of, .Religion tp lucrative anid-secular purposes. 
.. .Of this we^seewa:694 ex^^iple * ii^, ti^ Chi^b^^i^: 
OK Rojf^*: ;>vh<3bi^fi'Qni tbc^ {^prin^ipile of Ao;jS{^vatioi% 
(^ijtjpf ,jte;Aw«(^^i»fl[iufi%> .j^ 'length broij^glit |ne» 
to b^lieyq^^^thpJ^^vfijtiQn depended: With©^ Clfrgy.ij 
duly administering the sacraments, and other-^oflSc^^ 
of Rg^igiop.! Fxoi^ i^^'^^ft'Pro?^^^ tjie^^er^apfile 
tp^fl^pf >Ind!%en§€ft ^ WfJ .)tUib^ wii9te,pplitic^J ma^ 
^^i^ ^L JExpp^twwjpfttion. t Anil^by Jhis ifWanflf 
t^QCnvM^?,:^^ ifir the Cx#it&x»; ;gpt tbqms|plve» 
]^s^^s^,4;i£)al^,;4re po^n^, ^nd. almost: al^l 4li^ 

Secondly, R^ig^Qps Spcieti^S) fprm^d ^ky > di^i)^ 
^pppintiQ§^it itQ s{:^e^ and to support t^^ I^^AfTu, 
Wdv'tp8?Jii?r with it, the great priBgipk 9f.*ttH¥«rr 
sal B£a^^y;o|.]^N):;£>: became, tbr^pgt^^tbc^. bigp^y ^if 
this erarpr>i tl^: jvej-y bane-of ^pe^mi^kn^; .by,^|;^ 
perating every Quircb>pr Spci^ty against ai^pjtbe^ 
for its exclusive pretensions; and by stirring up re- 
oiprjocal hatq and aversion to orje another, from the 
supposed. state of.r^probation in which th^y ail li^ 
ampngs^^^ tbenii^elyes,; ^till tlje ^hple.phi^ch: piUtaiit>' 
in$t^^d|bf: directing its gvariiure ^^gaiiisttbeisr ^pViti^Al 
epQmie^, turps ,itSi arms,, upon itself.' aijKi.diwdisi^g 
ipta.sepai>t9. ban^s^.a^d parties, .^acjbf ^aion^ .ftftd 
c^rses^: sipjte^. ^rj* pei;$ftcu>e9 : th^ p^he^:,>. ,whte 9fH 
pws with ipafks! 9A4 :t»4ge$ ^iffere^tM/nom hh 
] f P own. 
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owo. Fpr persecution naturally foUpwp unphuiicb-) 
i^g . and reprobation. And Zeal ; is never at easa. 
till it bath completed the system of desolation. 

This may be si^k from the conduct of the very 
men in my text, amongst whom this evil first ap« 
peared ; for the Story informs us that tlieir next ex- 
ploit, after silencing this bold Separatist^ was thct 
q^Ung down fire from heaven on the heretical Sa- 
iftftritens*; A circumstance recorded by the-Holji 
^ritM instruct u$i how easy a step it is, from in-^ 
'^njHCfioyy to the sECui^AR arm* 

Theaie are s<we of the mischiefs which arise froni 
tibe .wice1«l«3d WgQtfy lof copfining salvation, . a^wi tha 
UQne^te ofChrjptlsj^tb ao^ passion, to.otietl^bnrch 
or Society ; forgetful of that just reproof which sq 
seasQii^biy cwbedtlw:*pwrit ift its birth, Forbid fim 
fl^ifiyrM4h(ii\ is mt>ag0imt' w^ is for us. ^ 
V But^\'i«dieha<)4 is oevef sO,<^ii$chiaUy exposed as. 
whepitblraceciaad laid e|>i»^^ Let 

u^ feUow: this^ erpor tttea to? its source* 
^ The natureix>£:tbiniga.requtr<e, :tbat men profe^^ 
a UeUg^^BtB^ |bniiLdijM)s^yes iqto a Society ^ in 
order to support that profession. On. this prittciple 
il; was; that Aims and Jtmsy (he. Authors, under 
God>\0f a revealed Relig^n, positively instituted 
thatSw^ty wbioh the nature of: things vhtually 
piniscribfid ; But /with this diffei^^bce ; the Mosaic 
B^]^gs>n,ptm^ temporary, the riidimenta of one 
nm^ CQtopliete> 4nd giyfen,. ip tb0. interim^ only to a 
^k^lfamily.Diip^Qj)^ ill order tpkeep them sepa- 
rate from-theJ Test* ^fiitoankiid, it needed such a pe- 
♦ Luke i:^. 54, 55. . 

, culiar 
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culiar Ritual, as should give it a publIlc as well fis" 
a PRIVATE fiart ; and make the kome of Israel^ ^ 
well as each individual of it, the sutgect of Rdigion. 
In this case, the religious soeieiy was essefiiialto the 
R^igion, and composed a Church of one denowina^ 
tion; out of whose pale do man could be intitled to 
its benefits. 

But Jesus, as the Author of an «/?it?er^«/ Retigion, 
tbough rising on the foundations of the MosmCy had 
only the general reason for forming Ms discipkis 
into a Society, namely, for the bett€»r security of the 
Faith; eensequendy, ^d^ Society miide m asential 
jmrt of Ws Religion; -Jioriieed^ a Ghutieb of otc 
denomkiataon, yAtinin y^hkk^^hen^t^ of it ahouid 
toe €on£ned. 

Veti soitiiepp^dj th^thi^Biai^ri^aAdGoirer* 
nors of t^s Churdi^ wiiicb:.as #^ ^^^^'ams^Oi^o^ 
Judaism^ did not pi^Dfy <9mside# wk0t SpiHt tkeg 
were of^^, imt Mffi^ioiKJi^ luivel^t k>4^ reaeohs^ m 
which that peculiarity, in Jttdaistti^jfvaa^'f^^ 
^ so^^iM^erpe^ it intp Chnftiii^dty^ ai Ihey had 
mvi^ydoiie mai^ otbms to itairiiepaM^le4d)^Dage 
a»4 ^tiehpnour. i ' 

What bath been bes€ said 4s sufficiaiit to iiQma!sk 
&at vMe tnipostui^ iobtmdod Km the edx\v Chrietian 
Church, caiied tho Ai^oeroLscAL CoKsTWu^ioKs* 
Use Forges' d which apparently went on thb fiilae 
principle, Ihat sdme otie totiSvi^iial Society wni^ as^ 
essential to ChnkUmitf aa it httd been to Judmm : 
so that a system of Law«^ eqiiiv»te«t to the Ritmd' 
of Mos^^ was as neoedawy in one Reli^^ ea i» 

^Xttifa^ix. 5)5. - 
^ * the 
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the otlier: to^ii^y this waitfi tb^ honest inan> 
whoever he wod, set upon his worthy labour, An4 
in all -probability foresaw, that hij( forgery woul4 
aeitber want advpc^ttes nor ar^m? ntSy suoh as they 
were» to kieep it io credit W^ jbave seep of theise 2 
and the amount of their reasoning conges to thi;^ 
/^ thi|t if the Ccmtitmiom be not genuine, the Apostles 
made no Laws for the govenuiriept of Cbrista 
Cbvudcb ; w^ich would ^iplc its , dignity b«low the 
jIlfQsiuc/* 11h(?y were uot a^are, that: tbip^l^^ 
^aptage 4id not arise from the parfectk^ b^t th^ 
impei^i^W of tb« Jewish Rd^q. , ' . 

9ut pow let m^ not be jwismdenstopdy fs if ffipm 
411 this I wojuld infi^n tba(t it pvere indiflSm7)Ji;> . W 
cwbat Quircb or So<4ety w^ pro^s ^nmt Jafth i{i 
Qftmi. Som»€bprcbesj w«lww, hav^ b^Qoofteap 
oonvpt «3 to eo^iaogi^r <Ue #al w^ion <:if titiose wh^ 
£p|i|iinu9 io tbenm apd, 4>9 iJMft prvicipjlie. ampngsit 
#tber$, W Bfipara*?d:frfl«i the (QHiuapif OF RoH*P 
Well wQuJd ijk l»iy9 V«en,. bad |h« iM §jppar*tis|f 

kept entire, and not split and dii^ded themselves 
seto' itiffieft^nt fieets* JBot ^ee Pco^deqee decreed 
oAermse, thenr posterity had yf* a task behind; 
9nd diis was, to cfanse amongst the sevf nsd CbiUrch^ 
oceotod itin Hefomatio? Principles, tbal !wriycb emvt 
neonna to 4iie purify of the.Ci09pd, \ For with aooie 
orotber^ theiQanpis^if our lioly AoK^QiQW and Ibe 
^ondiAioii of mankind, aequire that we afaould join. 
. The cboiot tM fiftiouiid bo oisde uQ4b tbe utznosjl: 
prqoau^iion. Fbr anpongat the various Sodietiea of 
£2Am<Mitt9tb6i]eap3flC0ift^ in vduch the Judy Ort- 

dinances 
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^dimneeszve mbife regularly adttiifistert^d • Disciplmt 
Wre equitably inforced; ' and'-Chratiah**i5iWr/^ 
TOore watdhf filly protected -Nowkll th^fee cJ#cui5¥- 
stances' tending to forward the true-BeliereMhUhe 
•Avay of 4rf^ SalVatbn, it is of ninch Importance to 
»him to chusehisfellow-membtership'in thatChurcb, 
'which is most exactly dr^sed oft the trt6(fel'<tf pr?- 
mitiVe rectitude arid simplicity. ' 1 ''• - 
'•'"rh'usvw^ see, there is a Wide differirice^ l>effween 
de^liriihg^lio^jbiii' in Communion^ w,i<!iIthisor that 
XDhdrfeii-'here, '^nd excluding the*A4Vofn '1;he Cow- 
munwn of Sainft here&fter: Notfeiiig^an jusl^tbe 
latter. Whereas prudence, integrity, and common 
gi>6tice, fre^Hi^ntly' teq^fe' us^*ft^ te^p «Bp»at6^frora 
W Cfeui^feK W»thi*Wthat derA)ra1nbtionf,^Wtert By jbln- 
%g ' in JcBWtoitrt^k^ mitfc it ' ti*s'giiBject''6«*i^ved't6 
^nprt>fite!)tei <diffi«ill!, <* darigl^rtjUs! c^diBSftce& ; when 
4t'im|)oSeth'^ ife'iwhat'W* n\ay^<hiilk 'siftfaf of un- 
just ; or, ridksliiy) iWheii^t'hath donfracied USttt ehor. 
thbus' stain J and poUutkinf l^i^- Condemfied, the 

- My purpose) m this ifiscotiirse,. was ioidy to expose 
the vain opinion of inherent saiie|;ity, df supernajil^, 
^F exclusive privilege in one Church above another, 
merely beca\3S6 founded by a Paul, a Pdtej^, aa 
Andrew, or a James: or merely becauide adminis* 
tered by am HieiArchy^ ^by an equal Ministry, or a 
moderate Episcopkoy. Spcause such opinionis faave 
produced, and do still sujpport; that ivfetoUed spirit, 
twhich here, on the Authority of God s Word, I 
bave endea«fodTed'to^ discredit^ and Vpntuted to 
V * condemn 
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cundemn : confiding in the Oracle of eternal Truth,' 
that he that is not agaimt us, is for us; and will 
be treated by our heavenly Master, not as a Rebel, 
but a Subject ; and therefore should be now con- 
sidered by Us, as he will then be by Him,^ wlio is 
the common Judge of us both. 
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SERMON XII. 

OF CHURCH COMMUNION. 

I j^fJIKBCK TOV, TUrAiT YZ WALK VrOfOtUY W 
TH£ VOCATXOK WHERSVITB r£ AR£ CA|.I4;i>. 
— SKJ>£AVQUJaiK<^ TO £E£P 71(11 PViiTY OF 
THE SPIRIT IN THE BONO OF PSAOSi^ 

THE nature and. genius of the Christifin IleCl^ori 
annexes thd rewards of the' Gospel- covenant 
to a Sjf,9tcm of Faith or belief: and, at the same 
time, requires and encourages examination into the 
truth and reasonableness of such a System. From 
the first circumstance arises the discredit^ from the 
other the danger, of d&fer^ce in opinion * whe- 
ther that difference respects the truths or only thei 
importance of doctrinea supposed to belong to the 
inte^prity of the Christian Faith. And on this dis* 
credit, and oa thb danger, is founded the admonition 
of my text, to en^tamur to ke^ the unity of the 
spirit. 

X By these endeavoursy the wet&re of lleti^on, and^ 
specialty of the Christian, is best consulted For^ 
The ^Q^I^Jg condition of every system of 

* thiJofissk 
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things, whether spiritual or ciW, consists in their 

being kept in a state of Peace and Honour. 

Concord and uniformity in opinions, after a care- 
ful examinafidii of th^r triitK, d^, fn';a supreme 
degree, secure the peace of the Church, and advance 
the honour of Religion4nj9& jsill be seen by con* 
sidering, what it is that most disturbs and disgraces 

both, .z-.^i 1^ J :.:.. '.*:>. irj:>:'JUO '10 

Unreasonable fondness for our own notions, and 
mistaken zeal for:G(kl's^^6ry,^ make us eager to 
bring others over to our opinions. And in pro- 
portion tb'the fancied importance of the' doctrines^ 
and to the Widened of the • difference,^ ^iH be our 
e^eavoani t<> prevail ; dhd at thfe^eunfe time, our 
resentment iat their oppositioii.' . i ^^ - 

Diversity of religious opinions, therefore,, must 
liieeds produce suspicions very opposite to social 
pdace ; such as perverisfly of wilt, ' corruption of 
heart, arid^ what seems less uncharitable,. but is yet' 
more hardly endured, a narrowness of mind and 
i^ntiment. These soon proceed to open censures, 
and mutual bickerings; till at last each party 
regards all th^t differ from them as tbe.pnemies o( 
God, ah^ Unworthy of their benevolence and love. 

" Noris'diflference of opinion less injiiribus to the 
Honour of our Kdy Religibh, thaji obiioxibus to 
the peace of the Church.' 

^ <ine woutd'naturadlyexpeci^ that the furidame^^ 
doctrines of a Reli^on delivered as the finaj doto* 
plefion of all God's preceding revelations^ . ahd 
intended for universal use, should b^ precise' ah^ 
clear; agreeable to the most obViouiS " rdasbn, 

' ' '24 and 
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aiid' cofnferma^ie fo* the' plkinest truth. To' fitid,* 
tlieh, disputes and differences concerning Dodrines 
deemed to be essential, riiust needs have ati flf 
effect' on the* popular rej^utation of Religion; and 
aflTdrd its' enemies a handle (which the' sanctity of 
its precepts will always make them very ready to 
lay hold on) to bring in question the divinity of it^ 
brigihal. They will say, *' That the mark of a' 
divine truth is the fulness of its evidence ; which is* 
a necessary- quality of truths proposed for general' 
belief, and inforced by religious sanctions, both on* 
dCcounl: of the importance of the truths themselves,* 
dtid the incapacity of the people to comprehend' any 
but the most obvious. Yet the eiidless disputes' 
Concerning fundamentals seem to shew, that such' 
pretended truths w^ant this necessary degree of 
evidence : and so cannot have the original which 
they pretend to.'' 

Such are the objections of men, who are always' 
i^ady to take offence as they are to give it/ by 
throwing stumbling-blocks iii the way of the weaJc^ 
a:nd captious. And though the force of these cavils' 
be but small ; yet the evil arising from the occasion 
is very great. 

Having thus shewn the importance of endeavour^ 
irig to keep the unity of the Spirit ; the next is to 
propose direction for its better observance; i, By^ 
explaining how it becamd violated : and 2. How it* 
may ' be restorecl to its integrity: 

'fhe genius- of Christfaflity, as well as' the re- 
peated diclaratiOhs pf its Founder, concur in a$- 

Vol. IX. R suring 
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suring us, That it is by Fa ith alone Zi'C are jmti- 
fiedy or intitled to the rmardsofthe Covenant qf 
Grace. Hence so^ne n)€n> uho held tliis truth m 
its greatest simplicity, thought they never could have 
enough : and so, instead of stopping at the few 
general and fundamental Principles of Christian 
feith, clearly delivered, and uniformly believed by 
all, they went on, and brought into the Church, as 
terms of Communion, abstruse questions relating to 
pouits obscurely' delivered ; and made still more 
doubtful by having^the Principles of the Greek Phi- 
losophy, to which i\\e sacred JVriter 8 paid no regard, 
and with which the Faith hath no concern, applied 
to their solution. They did not consider, that tlie 
very obscurity itself sufficiently declared that they 
never were proposed by the jxracious Author of our 
Faith, for fundamental articles ;• nor consequently 
that he ever intended tlie profession of them as the 
necessary condition of Church Communion. Much 
less had this imaginary defect in the all-perfect loord 
of God given any scandal, had it been considered, 
tJuit the proper aim and business of the Founder of 
an universal Religion must needs be, to represent the 
divine Being under the idea of the moral Govkr- 
s^'OR of the World, without any further explanation 
of his metaphysical Nature tlian so far forth as it 
tended to promote the moral purpose of Religion. 
Now tlie violation of the unity of the Spirit liv- 
ing been occasioned by these mistakes, we may 
eahily collect tliat the means of preserving it entire 
had been tlie requiring no more, as the terms of 
Church Conjmunion, than what Christ hath delivered 

to 
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to be explrcitly believed : and these not consist- 
ing of many particulars, and all of them clear and 
simple, had aiForded no handle for difference or di- 
versity of Opinions : especially had due care beep 
taken to express, as much as possible, those points 
of Communion, in scripture terms, without running 
out into modem glosses, conceived upon the prin* 
ciples of Science and Philosophy merely human ; on 
w hich, as we said, the divine wisdom of holy Scrip- 
ture has neither relation nor dependence. 

These had been the most-direct an^ ef&cacious 
means, I know of, for preserving the, unity of the 
Spirit: Always supposing that previous disposition 
of HUMILITY and charity, which all parties 
confess to be necessary for the union of opinions, 
as well as of hearts and affections. 

But since, through a neglect of these rules, this 
unity of the Spirit hath been unhappily violated, the 
next question is of restoring it. Which what is 
here said concerning the means of its preservation 
shews us is to be done. 

1. By retrenching all unnecessary articles, to^ 
which the anhnosity of parties, the superstition of 
barbarous ages, and even the negligence of time, 
have given an imaginary importance : and by re- 
ducing the formula of Faith to the primitive sim- 
plicity : Leaving all disputable points, together with 
such other as no' party deems necessary, to the free 
decision of every man's private judgment : whereby 
the tertxis of Church Communion will be made- 
as wide as is consistent with the welfare and good 
government pf a Society, . 

R 2 a. A» 
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^. As dlVfeionj, lortg kept rJp; hslve iiifeftied' tlW 
pffssibrtSi st^ertgtfietted tffe pi^ejei^Jicete,, aWd bitts^ctf 
th« judj5«f!ents ef ^e c^oiiteilding JPfrrtttes^; aHdther, 
aiR* indfe^* principal mtiafis^oP re^tt^rtg. ut%, fe^ tfid 
itt^iteAl' cottipTiaf^e ^ftH ort^ aftbth'6r^s t^^feaftiiifee^.' 
aind fti% meriiiifl{^, w6tt}#hot*btt'd»S<r'irt*'a\VitoWgfetf 
Ti*dMfeposfed' m«rt;' as^Me tmist' rieAds* ^ttfettf tfa6S^ 
to^Ue, WHb seek fo'iiegairt tWhufiify df tfie''Sphjf f 
For liidtigh thes^' Ibrtg' TOntenl5t3nd' may hjlTiD l^^ 
us blind tooul* own; iafirlttftibS', yet they hAVfer^ftref 
5ifeat{5ferifeddilt*^igfrt Bids6'6f oui^'adverssti^es. 

SbHhAt a^ gehe^^ #e£tktife^^^^g*i«uttiaHi^ sertl'atfcf 
'pitiedi the veiy i^dsitetts^ wiifefedll^'arii" differfettces^ 
ntay be natiimtty brdiigHt? to>- ptbmoife' oln* rfetteii- 
cifemeiitv - - : 

But notwithstanding thiS-a^ai^rtt th$^ itl;beariilg 
witfc one' anolhetV wieafcaesscs^ it dfe^eiVefe' a" more 
tfiant ordinary caHB^to^ptiit the disi^ositibn ih:prtcfctifcd^ 
as Ktetestastics of-ail denomii^ertfofti^ a1^6 liot-tbb^aptf 
ft) reai^rrwrorig i« allying it-t6* thdt^rtitittial efri-' 
deavours for reconciliation. ^'IRfedfe/tolirife' of 'btar 
adversaries^ say tlie estebbjisl1ed*p8iity,*ai>e foF/itiatters 
OMn,«d' byi tiien)sekes tb bo ilo^ dt>uea»;. ami'agiiiisfc' 
otiiehs .tb©}7 GOnfe^s- tp rbe indiflferc^tut*:' why: then 
sli^uW we» ^1 tor tte stated order o^thiagsr toconaply* 
\\ifcj^tbeir pfeiH'ei'^ci)eBS; or irfibedlity^?''' But tlioe^ 
H*te); reasor* tlms seeH* not« (6 coHsiflar thatthe^f 
tb=^i8elyee beeoaie guilty of the very-miscarriag^of 
ivHifchtbey a^cus^, and^r^htly accuse, thek A^ver^ 
i^'ies* For if tbe thing id KjAe^ticW bfcv of- vaaii^^ 
ibdiSeitent^ ^hy are tbey notcc»ripHed with, for tbc^ 
sake of so great a blessingtis thQUfyityiOf: the Spfriiy 
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how fooli«yy or ohcluDatiely soewer .deni^oded ? AU 
lo\»^ th^ji9 (o {be wetik or wUfuA for insieitioi^ on io^ 
(^l£l^^ thisgs <e» the tfflvis of ^fUlGw^membeesliip itt 
Cttyrcb Gonm|tfHOQ ; Do ^'e {sloew leis ^ this, ia)* 
Wii^lity in refn^tig to comply wkh tiieco b Akiose' 
iittii%i»ai»B ? v'huih, beoause they ore ao, we pn^wdT 
wrQpiK«ltes«bodd not te indulged in. For 'Wfli^relp. 
6Q9s^ Ibeir.&gitor ibliy but ia tre^tipg JfVJ^^ci'eiit 
p^iRta ft^ JD^k&hy nn ^bftinot^ d^noand of them? 
And wherein consists our wisdom, bui io .^'^ftMiig 
iqdifFeirent points as Sim by as obstinate a refusal ? 
Now .when this mytual miscarriage hat?i (defeated, 
as it often hath done, the repeated endejjvours o? 
gopd men on ^11 side$ to restore the violated unity 
of the Spirit i e^ch Party may reasonably blame the 
conduct of the other, but it is ipi possible he can 
justify his own. Indeed U would be hard to i^ay 
who are most to bUnic; Those M^ho oppose esta- 
blished authority for the imposition of matters indif-^ 
fevept ; qr thai Authority which ' rigidly isifitsts on 
them, and will ^te nothing for the sake of tender 
uQtnfi»rii»e4 Conscience : I say k would be hard to 
resolve tiiiSj had m>t the holy Apostle doUe it for u$; 
i^vhetie he says, JV^ that are string magbt to bear 
tb€ mjirmitm ef the fa>etdcy mui not to PXiiASg 
avaQHUYEB^^. I nti/sel^y say3 be, (h so^ ami ailfw 
the Gospel's sake. This is the man who teUs us k^ r 
k&d fought a gooiljfght md omrcome. And wt fmty., 
believe Wm; for, in tliis cootentidn, the Party khiMt;!^ 
^i|})i»it§ is always Conqueror. r 

♦ Rom. XV. ^^ ' ' 

113 ^il . 
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But now, though the unity of thk Spirit 
cannot be purchased at too high a price^ yet Uni- 
FOWiiTY of established worship may be bought too 
dear. Here then, in pursuit of this spiritual blessing 
we must stop ; and not venture to go one step further : 
We must not dare to procure it dUier at the expence 
of Truth or Justice. It must be now left to the 
good care of Providence. And this, as we shall see 
next, is implied in the very words which direct us 
to attempt it. 

1 . It is the unity of the Spirit which the Apostle 
recommends to us, to keep and preserve. But if, 
for the sake of uniformity of worshiv^ we disguise, 
or betray, or give up any fundamental Truth, it be- 
comes a confederacy of the Spirit of this World : 
at best a politic Union for the preservation of civil 
peace : A peace, where Religion is not the actuating 
principle, but only the cloke and cover. 

2. Nor again, was this unity of the Spirit pre- 
served (so long as it was preserved), nor is it to be 
again recovered, by restraint or civil-coercion. 
This would be violating that bond qfpeace^ in which 
the Apostle tells us, the unity of the Spirit is to be 
kept For force upon the Conscience being a violation 
of man*s natural rights, it will be always resented 
accordingly. Hence it is that Persecution for Re- 
ligion necessarily tears asunder all the bonds of Peace 
and Charity ; and reduces the Churcli of Christ to 
that distiacted condition which our blessed Master 
described when he foretold the miseries that would 
arise-from Persecution. JTie Father (says he) shdl 
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be divided against the Son, and the Son against the 
Father; the Mother against the Daughter^ and the 
Daughter against the Mother. And a man's foes 
shall be those of his oxvn house. 

When tlierefore those meam spoken of above, 
Jiave, through the early folly or later perversity of 
man, proved ineffectual to preserve or to restore the 
unity of the Spirit, the only remaining care to which 
we sliould then turn us, is the keeping fast the bosj^ 
OF Peace. 

Now the only means of securing this, as expe- 
rience hath fully shewn us, is by a general Tolera- 
tion, or full Liberty to all Christian sects (whogiv€ 
security for their good behaviour to the civil Govern- 
ment) of worshipping God according to the dictates 
of their own (Consciences, without let or molestationi 
from the established Relioion. 

Under this wise and well-regulated provision, when 
the blessing of unity of Spirit cannot be obtained, 
the Church of Christ may be still enabled to enjoy 
all the benefits which arise from the bond of Peace. 
So that though men will not be persuaded to go all 
one way to Heaven, yet it is to be hoped^ when no 
human impediment is laid across the road, that good 
men of all parties may get thither at last; though 
some w^ith more, and others with less difficulty, 

The distractions and iniquities of these latter ages 
give us no reasonable grounds to hope for a better 
condition of the Church. It is therefore that which 
reasonable men would aim at. It is tlmt which our 
own Church enjoys. Hei»e we sought our peace : 
and here happily we have found it : The experience ef 

R 4 a course 
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a course of year&haying discovered that it is produp-* 
tive of muqh good, and preventive. gfnjany evils. 

But the restless mind of man, rarely at ease with 
the present state of things, and stijl impatient for a 
better, * fias ever, as opportynities served, bpen aji- 

' suining various projects, of visionary ioiprovements, 
but all really tending to defeaj; or disturb this well- 

' orderied rbgulatipn. 

The iiiost plausible, yet as visionary as any, 13 that 
called a cqmp^iehenjsion. A word very expres-! 
siveto distinguish the Thing, from that Uniiy oftjie 
Spirit ; and even fi^op^ that l/niforffiitu^ spoken of 
above. An Unity is the agreement in heaxt of those 
who aim at the sai|:ne thing though, by different, w^ys; 
hn tT7iiformity exacts a profession of the sanje thing 
by the same way ; but a Comprehtnmti would be for 
tacking tggether different thipgs and different ways, 
even under the existing cSHIfer'ence of profession^ The 
first is br6thcrly-<;pncord ; the second is Church-com- 
munibh : but the last is political combination. Nor is 
the Scheme lessimprapticab^lc than it is mischieyou? j 
as may be seen from the following considerations. 

1 . This project bath: of late been conceived by 
men who efgreed in notjiing but in a dissatisfactiqu 
with the present order of things. For ope side hay- 
ing been unju.stly prejudiced against tie equity 
pf a Toleration; aiid tlie otiierj as unjustly, 
against the rights of qn J^sxABtisipxti^iT; they 
readily concurred in a C^nv^J^ehqisimj that seemed 
to supersede the use 0^ ^pUi. But vye needed not 
^he gif^ qf propliecy to f9r§9§i? ^^^ it ^Ypuld cgme tQ 
^ . nothing J 
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fkp^f^g; m^^? Jbe yerjf |hmg wh^h so rja^^i^y 

|L^T^^ej:siafjd on^^ anpthcr, ,as' naturally sepiar^te theoj ; 
napiely, th^' proiespion of inj:opsistent Principles : 
ancl if jdgtt ^^sq ; yet ^eir Princ\ples being at the same 

• ^ti^pe Q^Ufi^fai^y it yyf>u^d ma^e the^r staying tjt^ 
gether ineffe?tu?Ll : f^or what could a i?Jiuti|al false- 
hood produce but an impracticable absurdity!. Aa4 

. wd\ fi^tirhppp is it % i^tql^Qu that it ^l^^ys does 
so. ,fpi\i^}^,C^?}ipr€l^e^f^io^i ,t)ae ajpe/ Bp§ mvfijQ 

. flf U^itjfii tei?^ tp the de^t^uqifcft} qf Jtl>at ^piriti|fd 

.SpcifTY, Y'^fh^tijt^ Strepgtl^ep^ ^d ?ugport$. - 

' 2, The Projectors of it are generally private men, 

*who undertake for more than , they can perform* 

For it is not the tehipet- of Societies to come into 

tyhat is promised in their names, by men uhcbmmis- 

"signed to act for theni. 

3. The n^aip epd qf ^ Copp^ef^fn^^^ion b^iog 
^5^cp; ini^eed (he qnly ^pd that coiild iadtjce the 

l^lagjptrat^ tp ^r}gag,e in suph a .bja^jo^^j ^i)d tlj^e 
Cpj^paMnity p^}^}^ ^kP?^dy iaposje?^ipn qftbis Wei^s^^ 
i% by a w^lj-ordered Tol^jrafioif^; He will, I j^qp- - 
ppsQ, b^ ye^^bapcjlly perj^u^d.e(l,to. CTph^nge an 
expfirfgncscl gopc^. w pp$sa§§jf|t^v for op^ xintried; * 
lyhiph^ th()i^gb.j^ appear %|r in pro^pept^ ,ye.ttlie 
fp^d to it i^i^y pj'ove difficulj; a|]|(| dap^erqgs, 

4, It lialh }}een often essayed in vaiq by tl>e 
Fortliiest and wisest men c^ their times^ such as 

:jCaSsai^der and Qrotius. Aud it is no wondilr 
this fancied Magisterium should .still eyaj>or^ 
in the projection. For either the Comprehension 

must 
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must be so large and loose as to dissolve all 
Church Government, and even Religious Society : 
Or, if it be so tempered as to keep these sub- 
sisting, there will be need of all the regulations 
which distinguish and separate things tolerated from 
tilings established; and then Comprehemion will 
shrink back again into an empty name. 

On the whole, Since the Church of Christ hath 
been so unhappy as to be deprived of its greatest 
blessing, the unity of the Spirit, let not the 
same, or even contrary follies, be of force to p^- 
suade such who are sensible of the loss, to try con* 
elusions with what yet remains, the next best good 
of Society, the bond of Peace ; but rather 
/let them be content to preserve what we Still 
possess, by such sober means as the genius and dis- 
position of the times will permit us to employ. 
These we have long experienced to be abundantly 
sufficient. So that those who wiish well either to 
the ESTABLISHED, or to the TOLERATED, Societics 
of Christians, have nothing to do but to prevent the 
exercise of their distinct powers from degenerating: 
This, indeed, might at last provoke the Magis- 
trate to lend an unwilling ear to the ignorant and 
destructive schemes of these vain and idle Vision- 
aries: But till then, I suppose. Sober Churchmen, 
and experienced Ministers of State, will have this 
mutual confidence in one another,, that neither the 
Church will abuse its privileges, nor the State leavQ 
it unprotected. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF LEARNING ON 
REVELATION. 

Luke xviii. 8. . 

—WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMETH, SHALL HS 
FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH? 

TH I S is one of those fatal marks expressive 
of the latter fortunes of the Christian Churchy 
afi foretold, in the sacred Writings, amongst the Si^ 
of the second coming of the Son of man. And with 
This, many other of those signs now concurrins^ 
seem, in the opinion of serious men, to point out to 
us the near approach of that awful period; the 
completion of the morale and the renovation of the 
natural system of things- 

But the labour of the Christian Divine will be 
perhaps better employed in searching out the natu- 
ral causes of the rising disorders in the Church of 
Christ, than in hazardous conjectures about Futu- 
rity ; although laid open to him in some measure by 
the import of those marks, which the predicted evils 
are supposed to bear. 

And indeed, if He have not this discretion, bis 
speculations will sometimes, a^ in the case before 

us^ 
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us, be rudely called off from the Prophetic matter, 
to other considerations, in which the honour of 
Christianity is more immediately concerned. 

A lafe ndWe Writer *, iWh^, togelfoer lyith Jhe Re-^ 
ligion of liis Country, hath attempted to erase from 
the minds of men the.jr^ idea of all that goes un- 
der the name of Religion, hath, amongst his dis- 
cpy^rie? of the ?i^s;r f^lluq^0T^Y^ 1^4 cjow^t^ie 
following maxim: **Tj3ajt ^i>ce the revival of 
learning in the West, and the consequent practice 
of thinking for ourselves, the. Christian Faith 
hatb kept gradually decaying ; and men have given 
less and less credit to its pretensions 'f.''' From 
hence he would infer, and not illogically on such a 
glF^itpus Prirjciplp, " th^t the Religion of Jesm 

, I pFQpqsie therefore to fl^b^le tliis m^itter ^vitb faim ; 
ft ppipit of tlie utinpst importance to the lionour of 
Reyeiation* 

, |J|§ |^v<|si>jp> pyqpo^ition may be expressed m 
jj^iner tjenijis, " Xll^t the jijore the w(^rld has ad-^ 
S^ficpjl in r^ol |inp>viedge, the mpre it has dis^* 
covered of the intenable pretenaittn^ of the Gospel." 
Ta expppfi the futility of bis miu(imi I ahail fii-st 
of a,U §l^w, that it ws^ not JG^^paANCE whict| 

* ^I^Ord EOLINGBROKE. 

. t I'Ae remrrcctio^n qf Leffers n^^as a fa(al period: ikf 
jOhnsUan system ha^ b^en attqcke^, and uvur\deil fp.o, verjf 
severely since that time — And again, Christ ianify has been 
in decay ever since the resurrectigji of Letteis. — Jiord 
BoLiNGBROKE, On thestudy and useof history, Vol. Ill, 
pp. 430, 31. OeUvo £{(itu>n. 

gave 
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g&ve tVii Cfcspel its early credit : Whiili is a* pre- 
sumption, at leasli, that RxoSvledge hath* riot sirtce 
ftutttt. 

M)vir CiiRT'sTiAxiTr arbse \vh(*h Ri^oxfiifiibE 
v^^atd att it^ Hei^lf, in tHe latlef part 6f th6 Aitgfrsian 
age ; and' in tttfe vei^ tehtre of human learning, Ifofne^ 
&rtece, and the L^sef-Asia. Neilher \^*a^ it pro- 
fittgated Mi cbiifederacy with SbphJsts of Phtlbsb- 
^hersi but irf difect defiance of all their eloqiiehec? 
itiaVeki^Ohhlg*; cJV* whidh, after a'sHa'rp coflfllfclfdf 
F*Aiil' Ai(Gtr.ii E^^j it at lentrth completyiytrioriiphed V 
i^oVy acg^iiV, under iHd {Protection of civil RaW^s, 6)^ 
tUbltriperml' authority; fdr thfese vfdfe all'ootiiBlhfeff 
tbitfe dfefefritctiori'; • some with the atihs of htlniah* 
ifestrniHg and' PHildfetJplly, as MARfcCs A^Toi^iyus 
ahd' JuLiAK : bdt the fat greater pdrt wltfi ifhe 
nibfc peculiar alignment of Tyreints, the' swdrd^^of^ 
die exe^cutioiiar : Yet the^c, likewise, the' GOs^feC 
after a still shai-pef conflidt'of patien'ce and ^tV- 
fe'ri^g, brbUght over to* the sidd of Trutii and 
Reason. 

But' What neddwe mdr6? We haVe the* ndble 
Author himself givifig testimony to the fact;' ahd, in' 
His usual' xtayy desti-oyhig his own systetii oi pblitital' 
philosophy. He ndt only confesseth, that at ttls' 
publifc^lidn of the Gospfel, the Gentile "V^^brid w-as 
highly advariced'in khd\\ ledge, but that thii^ khdw-* 
ikij/e facilitated the reception of its truths; ^fie'al^-^ 
iug of'th'is very sera, he says — ** Polytlieis'm' W^'s' 
*' mitigated; Idolatry was in good m^laigtirfe^ dfe'-^ 
"'.tin^i^hed away, atridngst thfe PhilosopUeii at 
** least. Oracles and the'-AVts of Dlvinaltio»gtew iftto' 

** contempt: 
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'^ couleinpt : and it' Heatiieiiism was kept up by men 
f* abov^e the vulgar, it seemed to be so only by the 
•* Priests for lucre, and by others for fear of having 
•* no Religion at all. Thus the ,wav was pbe- 
" FABE13 BY Reason for Revelation, in the 
*' Countries where Christianity first appeared^ and 
•/ which were enlightened btf Philosophy */* But 
Us Lordship goes further ; he not only confesseth 
that this learned age was favourable to the success 
of Christianity y but that it was most adapted to its 
OEK JUS ; since, those who published it clK)se rather 
that it should be submitted to the exan^ination of 
Reason, than forced upon the world by the wd^t 
of Authority. " It is plain" (says his I^ordship) 
" tliat the fii*st publishers of Christianity did not 
" rest the cause primarily or solely on Authority 
*^ of any kind. It is plain that they submitted the 
*' Gospel, and the Authority of those who published 
** it, to the examination of Reason, as any other 
*' system even of divine Philosophy ought to be 
•* aubmitted f.*' 

After this, to talk of any real advantage the (Gospel 
can gain. by ignorance, or any real hurt it can re- 
ceive from kmwkdge, is reckoning much upon the 
advantage of favourable hearers. 

Another presumption that Knowledge is not in- 
jurious to the interests of Religion, \^ as the later 
conduct of tlie Ministers of the Gospel, The 
noble Writer, whose suggestion I am here op- 
posing, hath thought fit to represent them as a set 

. ♦ Bolingbroke's Works, Quarto Edition, Vol. IV. 
P-373ii374- t Vpl. IV. p. 267. 

of 
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of knavish Politicians combined together to support 
Revelation as the best system to advance the Wealth 
and Power of their Order. But whether Revelation 
be a divine Truth or a commentitious Fable ; whetlier 
the Order be Ministers of Religion, or Confederates 
in Iniquity ; it is at least certain, that mkn who have 
devoted their time and talents to the service of this 
Institution must needs - be best acquainted with its 
nature, and with the means most proper to advance, 
or to retard its interests. And this their superior 
knowledge will admit of no dispute, if, as is pre- 
tended, Revelation was their invention : for they 
could not but be very intimate with the work of 
tlieir own hands. Now it is remarkable, that when 
divers accidental causes had concurred to revive 
learning in the West (not the least of which was the 
protection and encouragement the Clergy afforded 
to the exiled Greeks), this Order was amongst the 
first, as soon as ever it had given any signs of re- 
turning life, to cherish and support it ; to raise and 
restore it to its ancient dignity and splendor. One . 
amongst them in particular having done more in 
this service than all the Laity of that age together. 
I need not tell the learned hearer, that I mean 
Erasmus *. The inference I would draw froni 

it; 

* There is one circumstance in the life and character 
of this excellent Person, that distinguishes him with ad- 
vantage from most others, even of the greatest eminence . 
in Letters : and will for ever endear his memory to the . 
Wise and Good. His zeal for the interests of Learning 
and Religion was equally warm and constant. To serre, 
the firsts he began with discrediting the Monks, the 
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the TAbfbSl'-^flecfk ^ii:^ TJcn'ning mS Retetati6n 
mtist* h'ivfe 'iit>^oiV qh6 atrbtJtter,' beeii apprehensive 
fti^ Larries V6tii^(i' t>r6Vfe il^iWbus t6 the FaithV 
^ich1t T^Vi^^e^Mj t^^ ihtfeifest to'suii- 

jKirf; ^6' c6iinin^ J^oHlibiM Kad' iife\^^r acted so' ^b^' 
^i!rrd i pkW afe'tx) promote tekniin^whari it wa^^ iti* 
fteii^p8^^ert:6stippr^ss^it. Yet tKey did ^pporf it. 
A\idr i^-fth nB'gVciat^ a'ssist!ahce frofn the Laity, ad*' 
^t^a fiiWdegi'ee of etninence in wfilfch oiiir Fattlerfe* 
Ba:i7e f^^efriMt; . ; 

I* knmv it Hath'lieeB'pi^etendeJ, that iri this Service* 
difed^^f^y^^ere jia^Stvie"; that they entered infe it^ 
liSttl* reln^taufcd; that'die^ Wcrit heaVily with the* 
' dutrent^' 

mortal Enemies of reviving Letters* He pushed them 
Iritb all the vigour of his wit; and seemed resolved to 
give no duarter to tliat jgnorahce which was becdme 
thbmfcJfhei-'affa nufse of airtiie bigotry, and superstition^* 
Which itib^t dislibrlonred and defiled Religion. In this^ 
attack on'the ^stHbtehed bffi'biirity of the tim6s,* lie suc- 
ceeded, so well/ as to bring good Letters into fashion : 
to Which he gave a new spldndor by preparing for the 
juress correct Editions pf many of the best f^ntient 
Writers both ecclesiastical anjl .profane. But his 
]a1>ours were not yet ended. ^ He had a new adventure 
to undertiike. He lived to see the zeal for Letters, w^hich 
hfe hatl'bfetttso* instrtttfiental iri promoting, cariy the 
vi«*rtosi of /?fffy into art opptefeice ahd y^t more ridlcu- 
ldu$ estffeiiie than' the iHdnkishy when he fir§t set lipon 
kngbiii^i^bYfirice'dutdf the world. Th6 Italian Latin 
Wrlfe^ (ahd' alind^t- eVery body then' was' a" Latin 
Writt^,'fro\h thdl* Affead and hoil^dl'-or monkish bai'- 
})«iBm8;^vOUM tise Ed'wbrS, not ev^h WhM they treatM 
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current, which then ran strongly to the advancement 
of Science. But they who say so, know little of the 
history of those times. It is true, the poor Monks 
^ in the midst of all their blindness, saw well enough 
the havock Learning would make throughout all the 
quarters of Superstition : and therefore employed 
their- weak endeavours to stop the progress of it. 
But what was the issue ? They made themselves 
doubly ridiculous: for the learned Clergy were not 
now content to despise, they found it necessary to 
expose, their ignorance. Soon afterwards indeed the 
world was surprised with the sudden rise of a more 
formidable Order of Religious, the Jesuits; who 
perhaps had been well pleased to have acted their 
' ( : . parts 

of the highest mysteries of Religion, but what had teen 
^consecrated as it were in the Gapitol, and di'speneed to 
them by the sacred hand of Tull'y. Brasknus ob^served 
the growth, of this folly with the greater c(mcera^ as he 
thought he saw, under all their fondness for th^e, Language 
of old Romey a grpwing libertinage, which disposed them . 
to think slightly of the Christian Faith ; and, what is 
still stranger, gave ttem even a reverence for the ab- 
surdities of the old Gentile worship. No\^/ this opposite 
extreme, he thought it equally his duty to expose: 
which he hath done in that immortal, work intitled 
CiCERONiANVs :.and done so effectually, that the jpub- 
lic was soon brought back to that just medium which he 
had been all his life endeavouring to mark out for their 
observance: Purity, but not Pedantry, iii Letters; and 
Zeal, but not Bigotry, in Religion. In a word, ti?e em- 
ploying^his talents of genius and literature on subjects of 
genercd importance declared him iaTRUB Critic; and 
bis opposing the' Extremes of all Parties in their turas 
declared him an honest man. 
Vol. IX. S 
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parts like their predecessors, m the shade of doia-i 
tered ignorance. But the matter was then too far 
gone. These Politic Fathers, if you will, were in- 
deed forced to swim with the stream : but tk^^y weni 
in it with so good a grace that few have more ef- 
fectually contributed to the advancement of Learn- 
ing. In a word, this was the general Spirit of tho 
Christian Clergy ; both of the Friaids and £nenue$ 
of Hom^i that from the time in which Letters ^ve 
the first symptom of recovered life, to the present, 
they cherished them with a zeal and assiduity ne&t 
to wha^t tiiey used in the support and defence of their 
more peculiar charge, Beligim. 

What then must we cqnclude, but that tiiaj 
thought, and still think, that the Christian Faith is 
much benefited by the application of human Learn- 
ing tp its service? They were not mistaken, as I 
shall DOW endeavour to ihew. 

For, from these PRSsuicpxiairs, I proceed to a 
DIRECT mooF, that as ^ infant growtli <A tfec 
Gospel was not retarded by that flourishmg state of 
iSi^nowledge which saw it in its birth ; so the revived 
Knowledge of these latter ages did greatly support 
the established honours of Revelation, by illustrating 
ks primeval Truths. 

Since the more carclul cultivataon of natural 
and moral Science, Philosophy, History, and 
Antiquity, have all contributed to spread a new 
light over the evidences of it. 

In natural Philosophy, more^xact enquiries have 
been made into the contents of the superior covering 
of the teiscujueous Globe; ^ peculiarities of whose 

arvangemcntet 
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ttnmgetnents give the strongest evidence to tlie Mo*-' 
saic account of the Deluge^. And the immor^' 
Theory of Newton absolutely diemoristr&tes that in- 
timate relation which Moses speaks of, between the 
Creator and his work. 

PrqfoTie History y the more nicely it is examined, 
the more clearly it discovers, through all its corrupt 
tions, an exact and surprising conformity with 
\i^e sacred: It affords a vast number of precious 
Monuments that serve to illustrate those obscurities 
in holy Writ, which time and the universal change 
of manners, both Social and Civil, have unavoidably 
occasioned amongst men. 

The Science of Antiquity ^ which is properly con- 
versant with the manners and customs of ancient 

times, 

^ The contents o<f the Ocean aire found, in a petrified 
state, aU over the terrestrial part of the Globe; and \n 
places most distant from those in which they were first 
formed. I say they are found. over all the earth, but not 
in all sorts of soils indiflferently. And from these two 
circumstances considered together, an incontestable proof 
of the truth of the Mosaic relation, I think, may be de* 
duced. Had these adventitious fossils not been found iii 
eveiy quarter of the Globe, we could not conclude the 
Deluge to have been unieendl: and had tbqr b^eqi 
found in all kind of soils iadiiferently, we might suppose 
than to be (what they weve once commonly thought) the 
natives of those nanow beds in which they are discovered^ 
and a kind of lusm natura. But when we see them 
spread over every climate, and yet only in such soils as 
are proper for the preservation of foreign bodies^ we 
righdy conclude them to be the deposite of a Dehtgtrtff 
Waters whidi covered the whole face of the JBaxtb« 

12 
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times, supports the general credit of sacred Scrip—, 
ture by illustrating those internal maiks that prove 
the high antiquity to which they pretend. 

The Science of Morals bath been moie success- 
fully pursued, and more happily investigated, since 
the revival of Letters, than at any other period what- 
ever. vVnd this, reflected upon Gospel-moralit}', 
hath throw n such a lustre on the purity of its nature, 
on the utility of its general direction, and on the 
truth of revelation principles, as shews its original 
to be indeed divine. 

True Knowledge being thus friendly to ttie 
Faith, you will naturally expect, I suppose, to find 
the great Masters of Science confirming what is here 
said, by their warm attachment to Revelation- 
The expectation is not unreasonable. And you 
have the pleasure to see every great name amongst 
the Laity, such as Bacon, Boyle, Nekton, 
Grotius, Selden, Sydenham, Paschal, and 
Locke, no less respectable for their sincere belief 
oi Christianity than for their profound Knowledge 
in their several Professions. Nor should you suffer 
yourselves to suspect that the weight of this argument 
19 at all diminished, if there be others, accounted 
in the rank; of I^^rned Men^ who haye aJOTectedto 
think slightly of the Religion of their Country. For 
when the matter is to be decided by Au&orityi 
Hobbes I suppose will not be opposed to Newton, 
or Spinoza to Bacon. Much less would any one 
compare Toland with Grotius, or Tindal with Sel- 
.deo, or Coward and Morgan with Harvey and 
Sydenham. 

'— - ... ....'• .::: If 
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if then true Sdence hath thus advanced the credit 
afid glory' of Revelation, by the nature of its' 
principles,' send the sentiments of its professors; and 
if yet there hath* been, ever since the revival of 
Letters, a gradual defection from the Faith, we' 
must seek for the causes of this Apostasy \t\ some- 
thing else than in a superabundance of know- 
ledge. And on a fair inquiry, I persuade myself, 
they will not i>e difficult to find. 

We have just seen, how one division of the 
learned World, into the great and the small Phi- 
losophers, -contributes to the credit of Religion: 
anotfier^ into 'the moral and the immoral, would 
no less support its honour, were it not too invidious 
a task to oppose these to one another, by name. 
But*. the varioGsinst^rices may be safely trusted to 
every man's own recollection. For who hath not 
observed, that in the learned world every the most 
virtuous persc»i ^hath been most eminent for his ad- 
herence to Revelation ; and that such who have dis- 
tingnished themselves in the cause of Jree-tftinking 
have been generally as remarkable for the free in- 
dulgQuce of their pa^ions. Nor is it at all strange, 
that, when men have nothing to hope, and much to 
fear from a Rdigioti proposed to them' as true, they 
should for their own ease; be willing to find, or, if 
that fells, : to suspect it to - be false^ ^ And when 
once men are in this disposition, they will never 
want objedtiphs to FAcr^ estaWisfeed by the fullest 
evidence ; or to i>octrii^es supported by the 
strongest reasoning. » - 

: ^ ^.^$.^3 .. But, 
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But, it wfll be said, perhaps, ** Why did tot 
this natural, though unreasonable prejudice, appear 
sooner ? Men have beeo always vicious ; and have 
ever since the first appearance of Christiamty been 
naade uneasy in their vices." 

The fact is true. But the answer to the question 
easy. W^ are to consider th^t, for many ages pre*- 
ceding tiie restoration of Learning, superstitioit 
had invented a thousand expedients to evade the 
threats of Reii^on against a wicked life, to reconcile 
the difference; and to make Salvation consistent 
with the practice of habitual immor^ty. So that 
bad njen were under no temptotion to quitrrd with 
tl:ie evidences pf their Faitb^ in order to enjoy <iieir 
vices in quiet 

, But the case is much altered suice ReUgbo^ by 
the assistance of revived Learnings h^tib been restored 
tp ite jancient purity. The original terms of the 
Gospel Coven^fit between God and flaan are seen 
to be immoveable: Thut habkual crimen caa be 
np otherwise atoned for but by ^incef^ repe^mee : 
And that the very essence of ripmtanc^ con^siots 
in forsaking vice» and returning to itbe aiH;ual praiC*- 
^cc of virtue.. 

However* adnattiog so rare ^ fd^enomenon as »sk 
Unbeliever of real learning and reasonable morals ; it 
wQUfld be absurd to ascribe this to his stiperiar 
Kj^>yMge, when so ontnral an aicootimt laaay be 
given pf this trayorse, ftom bis learned pitsstons and 
infirmities. A pr^grei^ in arU is for froqi working 
that change in the heart and a^lioos which a 
progress in the practice of Religion is wont to do. 

The 
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The higher you advance in Faith, the easier you 
fttibdue, and the more skilfully you balance your 
uppetitefc and affections : but t<M often, the further 
you advance in Sciewc:e, the more you inflame 
those appetites and render tbent intractable. PaiDi; 
end Vanity grow fepontaneourfy out of the con- 
sdousness, whether real or imaginary, of superior 
fcnowlec^.- As these passions render us impatient 
of instructioa, and scarcely submitting to be self- 
tmght; so they are most gratified wten we quit the 
opinions of the crowd* " If all my Learning (says 
such a one to himself) only leads me to think with 
the Mm^^ and to have my science confounded in 
the mass of popular opinions, how shall I be dis- 
tinguished Avith advantage from the ignorant and 
illiterate? To give such people a due esteem for 
/my importance, they should see that Learning leads 
teeBTtCrceAchisiodS) very distant from common sen- 
/-"«ments. 'fh^visioos, light and fantastic as they 
are, have, I am afraid, led many scholars to affect 
a singularity in thinking, which their better judg- 
m^aits, if not their very hearte, condemned. 

This infirmily of learned heads did not escape the 
noWe Writer, whose maxim is now under consi- 
deration ; when, speaking of what he calls the remr- 
rectim of LetterSy he said, '' In the darkness of 
^^ igiiora0Ce> superstition prevailed: in the li^t of 
*« Imowledge, overweening curiosity, the offspring of 
*« sBiiF-CONCEiT ; as self-conceit is of pride*/* 
And in another place, ** As men advance in Know- 
" ledge, their self-conceit is apt to increase f." 

♦ V<d» iv. p. 170. t VoL iv. p. 171. 

s 4 ' ' But 
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But if simple. vanity be thus strong, how powerful 
will it prove when joined to warm resentments fpr 
neglected merit or injurious suspicions ! I wish X 
could not say, there have been some, even of those 
consecrated to, the service of Religion, who have 
suffered those passions and resentmente to . cany 
them into the quarters of the Enemy. . 
. But 35 to the Learned of that time, many cir- 
cumstances concurred to indispose them towards the 
Religion of their Country. Tliey went to the culr 
tivation of the new Ltarningy as it was then calleii, 
with a sort of enthusiasm. They were promised 
wonderfur tilings from it. And notlui^ could mor^ 
flatter their passions than to fancy thpy had dis- 
covered by it, that the Religion, under which sense 
and conscience had lain so long oppressed,, was 
false ; a prejudice they would be very ready to in- 
dulge out of revenge to tlie Monks, who employed 
all their Authority to discredit and discouixt^nance 
the new Learning, and all the fftvpurers' of it. 

Again, there are some Sciences little conversant 
:n that kind of proof by which the truths, of R.eligipn 
are .supported ; such as the simple and .mixed Ma- 
thematics, which labour only in strict demonstratioo. 
What wonder then, that the simple Demonsitrator * 

unused 

♦ *^ Les Geometres m^es (says a very: able judge of 
. these matters) qui devroient .mieux coanoitre les avan- 
tages de Tanalise, que les autres Philosophes, donnent 
louvent la preference K Ja sinthcse. Aussi, quanji ils 
Portent de leurs calculg pour entrer dans les recherche^ 
d'une ]^&ture difKferenfe, on he leu r trouvc plus la meme 
plart6, h mime precimn, m la raiSnie etenldue (f esprit. 

~ I Nous 
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unused to calculate. the nuoierou^ combtnations that 
constitute the various degrees of moral probability, 
should, when the evideqce /or Religion came before 
hiin» appear little fitted, and less disposed to estimate 
its force? 

To the incapadtyj which an addiction to certain 
Sdences induceth, may be added the prejudices 
which certain circumstances in the state of the two 
Religious parties, that divide the Western world, 
were apt to occasion. In the Chuiich of Rome, 
the gross corruptions; and amongst Protestants, 
their endless divisions intp sects and factions. The 
corruptions were apt to make doubting men suspect 
Btoelaiiofi to be otijy a knavish Fable ; the divisions^ 
that it was only an enthusiastic dream. 

Hitherto it appears that it is not Learning, but 
the infirmities of those who profess Learning, which 
produce that infidelity whose origin is the subject 
of our inquiry. 

But ceitainly, its largest source is pretended 
learning nnd superficial knoi^ledge ; the yfery defect 
and ^ant of that, to which his Dntlship ascribes the 
present propensity to unbelie£ In a state of simple 
Ignorance men hardly get so far as into the confines 
of doubt : which was their ca^ before the resur- 
rection of Letters riinperficiBl knowledge soon brings 

them 

Nous avons quatre metaphisiciens celebres, Descartes, 
Malebranchb, Leibnitz, et Locke. Le dernier etc le 
leul qui ne fut pas Geometre, et de combiea n'est il'pat 
superieur aux Irois autresf '^ Essai sur FOrigine. det Con* 
noissances Hujnaines; 2de partie, p. 289, 90. 
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them thither, and supplies them with many sfaailoir 
objections against Religiod : and this has beea the 
state of things ever since. And the vanity that ac<- 
companies learned pmrniits being stronger and more 
unchecked in the entrance to Science than in the 
more advanced stages of it, s& having but little of 
that conscious ignorance to counterbalance it, wfaidi 
increases in proportion to Our progress^ the doubts 
and objections of the half-learned vyill soon terminate 
in settled infidelity. Hence it is we find the leaders 
and professors of Free-thinking to have been gene^ 
rally of this class of men. And hence it is, that 
there are now miich fewer Unbelievers amongst 
eminent men in the learned Professions than at the 
revival of Letters. For as Science has kept ad* 
vancing, and the true theory of nature opened, men's 
hard thoughts of Revektion have gradaiaUy lessened 
and subsided. The Philosophy of Aristotle, when 
the Schools first got to its source in the sixteenth 
Century, inclined the Italian literati to Atheism: 
and the new inventions of Descartes^ in the seven- 
teenth, disposed the French to naturalism. They 
have both now ^ven place to the true theory 
of nature. And Newton, as well by his doctrine 
as example, has taught the Philosophic world to 
believe and tremble. Nor is the present overflow 
of infidelity any objection to the truth of this ob« 
servation. For, as to the great body of unbelievers, 
it is neither deep, nor yet superficial. Learning that 
^ives the bias. This, indeed, may form the leaders: 
but it is FASHION only (as in every other folly) that 
perverts the/olkwers. 

For 
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For just as in the tkm^ oi ignorant Deyotion, 
helieoing was the mode; so in tiiese our days of 
i,i:AEN£P iNorfFEKliNCB it k free-thinking. It 
b not much nor li^ learning, it is not knowledge, 
nor yet ignorance, whi^h influences the body of 
XD»9kmd in their Opinjk>ns> djiy more than in their 
dress ; it is cE£j>iT4.9JUs; imitation, the thing wo 
call Fashion. 

In a word) if we consider Learning in the seise 
of n i&s<^ipline f^r the in^ovement of the under- 
standingy it hm at all tinaes been of infit>ite advantage 
to Ri:v£LATioN. Yet it must not be denied, t^ 
it may sometimes be so eireamsttoced as to produce 
much mischief. I have shewn that both aj^tient 
and modem Learning have contributed to the pro- 
pagation and establishment of the Christian Re*- 
fi^on : yet it is but too true that the one, in the 
genims of its Doctrines^ and the other in the moik 
^ its propagatioAj have, with ^at good, acci- 
dentally occasioned variety of evil. 

The metaphysical principles of antient Philosophy 
were destructive of the great doctrines of our Faith*; 
which nmde St. Paul caution the Churches, lest any 
should spoil them through Philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men ^. 

The miodc of propagation had Aoote ,all the mischief 
in these latter times. The use of Letters among 
(be Antients, even in the flourishing state of them, 
was oonflned to the F£W ; who, by their stations in 
life, were enabled to make a real and a reasonable 

* Bi'rine Legatioi^ Book III. Sect. 4. 
tCpI,ii,». 

improvement. 
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improvement. But since ■ the invention of printing, 
the instruments of Knmvledge have grown so com- 
mon as to get into the hands of the People r-where, 
instead of 'improving the understandings/ they have 
had.no other effect than to inflame the passions: 
of which Religion, SociEtr, and even Letters 
themselves, now feel Xht miserable effects. 

On the ^whole then we sec, how ridiculous as 
well as malicious the noble persons observation is,> 
•^ That Revelation owes its credit to ignorance; 
and loses ground as Learning and Science advance 
against it." For what there is of fact, on which he 
supports his observation, is only this, that there is 
a greater number of Unbelievers amongst the p^o^ 
fessors of Christianity since the revival of Letters 
than before. But if this inference be just, it would 
bold as well against the being of a God, as against 
the truth of Revelation : for, to one Atheist in the 
Monkish times, there were a hundred at the revival 
of Learning. One degree of science is fitted to 
discover error ; and another, to find out the truth. 
In the interim) the infirmity of our nature betrays 
us, and in running from an absurdity we rarely stop 
till we be got intangled in its opposite. 

But the inference is, in every view, so groundless, 
that Christianity (as we have shewn) maile its first 
way against the highest powers and prejudices, in 
the very centre of the most flourishing age of Know- 
ledge. 

At the last revival of ^Letters it. received the 
strongest aid from human Science ; and tbesihcerest 

homage 
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homage from the most illustrious names that ever 
adorned or cultivated Letters. 

The only enemies it found amongst the Learned 
were either such a3 were immoral in their lives; or 
were tied down by a false Philosophy to inveterate 
prejudicps ; or were carried away by vanity ; or were 
incompetent judges by their unacquaintance with 
the nature of the proofs ; or lastly such who pretended 
only to a Knowledge they indeed had not 

And as to the gross body of licentious men, 
Learning had no concern in the affair ; These were 
entirely under the sway and influence of Fashion- 

From all this we conclude, that let Infidelity 
be risen to what height it will, it is not yet of that 
kind which brings any real discredit to Reve- 
lation. 

The Rejectors of it, therefore, would do well to 
consider the grounds on which they stand ; and 
what account they will be able to give to the great 
Judge, of all the earth at his second coming, for 
having contributed to that horrid defection which 
iie hath foretold will be then found amongst men. 
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Preached and published in the Month ofNotember 1745, 
while the Rebel- Jrmy was in England. 



I Pet. ii. 17. 

FiEAR OOD, HONOUR THE KINO. 

T*HE holy Apostle has, with great propriety, 
joined together these two precepts of our duty 
to God and the civil magistrate; as well 
knowing what ttiutual influence Religion and So- 
ciety have, and what mutual aid they bestow^ upon 
one another : that the truth and purity of Faith 
prescribe and recommend the rules of civil justice ; 
and that a free and equal Government favours and 
encourages the profession of the truth. 

But not only the genius and disposition of Rq« 
ligion and Government dispose them to this friendly 
intercourse of good offices; but the actual adminis- 
trations of their respective powers are always im- 
paiting mutual assistance to one another. The 
Stiate lending its coercive power to restrain an4 
. Vol. IX. T punish 
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punish that vice and immorality which renders all 
religious profession, contaminated with it, vain 
before God ; and the Church employing the terrors 
of the Lord to inforce obedience to ttie Magistrate's 
lawful commands : teaching men subjection, not only 
for xvrathj hut Mkofyr c^n^cimce $ajc€. 

But this is a truth, wfiich, I presume, will easily 
£nd its way to an Fnglhh audience ; who now 
actually possess and enjoy all those blessings whiph 
arise from so neural and sacred an Union. For 
by the equitj/ of our civil Constitution the consciences 
qffnen are not only ieft-^we, but protected in their 
liberty : and by the truth and power of our religious, 
the rights of citizens have been more than once 
supported, when threatened by arbitrary and illegal 
power. 

But then, though true and pure Religion, and a 
justand^qualGoveminent, feeihu&fhiitfuliifLSiutual 
good ; Superstition and ^Despotic power ^ane, on 
tiie cDntEary, as productive of mutual *vil ; winces- 
santly inflaming one anothei^'B disorders, JjdU Htmf 
Birik the ^wretched i^etmis of Aeir tyitanoy antoAe 
lowest «tate of jniseryMand distresB. 

For when once Super^ition hath vtdated ti}e 
rights of censeienee, then, in order 4o dispose lAie 
civil mag^trate to beeome 4iie executioner ^f their 
decrees, or,if'theyifeilin that^ tobe anuhcoHosrned 
Spectator of their ^violenee, Ihey ppeadi \rp4im tx>ii- 
viwE RiQHT, cffid a power 6tom Measven like timr 
own : with a free ini^itation to make as bcdd wkb 
'property, «s *they iiave done ^wkh ednsci^nc^. On 
4ibt dther side, wbemver the civil !V£igistFate mtxa 
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to plaj Iftie tyrfimt, be naturally begins with ^ving 
«p sense and piety ibr a prey to Super^^taon and 
CbuiK^ censupes; in order to savQ ^labour, >and to 
Yeoeive one half of the man 2K)ii8adijr)iubdued to bis 
Viands. 

in a woid) tbat Xeligioa, wkach renders void the 
£rst precept of :niy text, by .taking aaray tbe^^or of 
£fodf vfiJl always >be ior idtixxiucing.a form of Go* 
fvenmaoit ivfaiob reodeis void the second, by taking 
^away all Amour from Jke King. And so, reci- 
pocratty, wiM. an honourkss King promote the 
woi«hip of a fearks$.God. And tor the truth of 
this, ive need look uo fiardior tlian upon the insolent 
«tteinpts^ just no^ making, to overturn our happy 
Constitution inOhurch and States and, in. its stead, 
40 Introduce Popery ^ikI.arbitiiabjy PowEii. 

But of tills ^Kxnplifiatod nficosster, .now .ccawling 
from the North, which, Amptiisbena like, has at 
dsither end a Heed, k is .suiBdent to ohservje, that 
itfaoii^ Each may lead and follow :in .its .turn, yei; 
#iey.ane still insepasabk: and .that between them 
^KXth, they 'efiectuaUy maJce void this great Oxni^ 
4an summary v<xf human conduct, to fear God/md 
iionmr the Kmg: Pom:ey entirely dffadog fr-oai 
•&e ^minds of -men ail jreligious fear of the .Deity.; 
tffltd AR^iTiiJUtr sto3nriEit teactng from their oj^e- 
tions all manly honour for the Magistrate, 

^o begin therefim woAb Popart, under its best 
lace, that vdf a S^e^gion^ l^hoogh it be^ in tnii^^ little 
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This Religion strips Christianity of the J^^r of 
GodyFirstf by transferring much of the worship due 
to the Creator upon the creature, in their idolatrous 
adomtion of dead men ; by whose merits and medir 
ation the anger of the offended Deity is supposed to 
be appeased) and the unalterable terms of justice, 
between God and man, removed or relaxed : The 
very same idolatry, which, the Apostle' Pazcl assures 
us, had banished aWJear of the Deity out of the Pagan 
world, when the wrath of God was revealed by Jesus 
Jro7n Heaven against all ungodliness and imrigkie- 
ousness qfmen^ who hold the truth in unrighteousness. 
That is, who mixed with their knowledge of tlie true 
God> the most abominable idolatries, and changed 
his glory into an image made like to corruptible 
rnan^ Sgc. A practice, which, if it begins not iii a 
contempt of the Deity, must necessarily end in it, 
and take away elljear of God's jealousy. 

A second way, in which Popery takes away the 
Jear of God, is in its doctrine and discipline of 
penitence. We are taught, as well by nature as 
the Gospel, that sin is so offensive to God's purity 
as to provoke his wrathful indignation upon trans- 
gressors. Hence, the fear of God's displeasure 
tends ta keep men in their duty ; and to call them 
"back to it, when they have transgressed^ by a sea- 
sonable repentance. 

Now, in the church of Rome, the doctrine of at- 
trition with absolution roots out all this holy ^e^r, 
by teaching men, that an Hi-spent life is to be 
atoned by simple sorrow, and the priest s for^veness, 
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nt the hour of death : Whereby, ^iftar of Godts. 
JUSTICE becomes evaded, 

A third way, by which Popery takes away tlie 
Jhar of God^ is in transferring his rule and govern- 
ment in the Church, upon a mere man, assuming 
to himself ail power both in heaven and in earth. 
And he administers this power with the same ex- 
travagant impiety wjth which he usurped it; by 
giving indulgences to sin, and dispensations from 
the most solemn obligations of morality. So that 
such an exercise of Church Authority cannot but 
work out of the minds of men all^e^r of God's 

DOMINION. 

A fourth way, by which Popery takes away the 
fear of God^ is in its tyranny over conscience, called 
submission to the Holif See. It is the Gospel-doc- 
trine, that God alone is the Judge of conscience ; that 
it is accountable only to him ; and that to bring it 
before another Tribunal, is to usurp upon the rights 
of the Divinity. For zvho art thouj says the Apostle 
Paulf that judgest another mans servant? to his 
ozvn master ke-standeth orfalleth. Yet hath this 
unchristian Church, in defiance of the dvcine^ and 
in opposition to the maxims of human laws, erected 
aCouRT OF Inquisition, which imprisons, starves, 
and bums all who set not their opinions by those 
of the Holy See. Now, amongst the numerous evils 
of this infernal butchery, this is not the least, that 
it has a natural tendency to root out eMfear of 
God: For Hypocrisy (which is tine only genuine 
offspring of Force) familiarizing its mask to the face 
of Heaven, soon wears out of the mind oil fear of 
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the iwim ohmhcukcb, iAtent only on* decoitbg 
these more dreaded tyrants' ov», conscience. > 

Thu» %te Bee, by how rnai^y varioii&wayscthe^^Xirr 
ofGodt which is the scwl- of piety, is weakened and 
rendered void by this daring Impostor, who usurps 
the reverend hanb^ of tiie holy catholic Gkureh. 

Its inseparable cotiipanioo, DE^Pcrit Powjbb, 
which generally follows it, but now, inde^, seema 
to lead the way, under ita most hideous Sorm of a 
bloody aitd Uniifiturdl Rebellion,, tenda equally to 
d'esttoy all honour due to Kings. 

Let u9 consider from whence the honour due to 
^M sacred character ig; naturally derived: and 
how inevitably arbitrary poWer tendeth to des- 
troy it 

The first ground of honour is, tha* a KiNf>, who 
considers the people, as his Children, of bis &l* 
mily and houshokt^ is ince^sdhtly eoiployed in feed*' 
ing, supporting, and enriching those eommitted to 
his cane. So that grB4;itud6> which requireig all tlio 
returns of filial duty and affection, gives him fyonouTy 
tis to a cmmvmfather. Qn the other haiiid, a tf- 
tiANT, who regEu^ds his sub^ecits as his sm>V£s^ bom 
for tbe gratificaiion of all his »ii»[^oteDt: purposes, is 
Ofdy solicitous how to make the mQfrt of their blood 
afcd.aweot: the fiuits of wjiichrhe ^qaaaden^ a^way 
in wild prefects of depopulating mnbiiAum^ or in his 
more destructive babiits of luxury and pleiisiire: So 
tii^, instead oi honour, his actions r(^p.y.bim 
wSh deserv^ aversion atid cosru^MPt. 
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Aoother ffomd of honour is the equal proteoticm 
It Kmg^&oxA& to all his subjects ; not suifisring. bis 
people to. be oppressed in their reUtgious rights by 
cr4ieL or intolerant Churchmen,; or, in their clvU^ 
hy proud and, overbearing.Nobles.;- wiijjcb gives, him. 
honour as thdr common, prottctfir. The Tj^r^nt^ 
o^ the ooofkr^, who wwts.the assistance o£^ Super- 
stition to support his illegal, prerogj^ive, mid tl^ 
connivance of the Powerful^, in the qnjpst ex;erci$e^ 
of it ; delit^rs up his people, for a prey to JBotb ; 
that himself may direct and preside in the common 
piU^gp; wbieh nmst need^ turn a}L esteem and 
homur into hatred and ]>ig:Tj&sxAxxoy. 

Another ground' of honour is^ that the rule u;hich 
the King pnescribes. to. the exercise of hb power, ia 
the old, established, and well known Lajvs. of tbe^ 
realm^; by which the People are secured in tiie 
freedom of their persons, and in tiie enjoyments 
of their possessions. Hence, the Kii^ becomes, 
honoured 08 the commm ju4ge^^ the avenger Qf4 
wrong and oppression. Qn the other hand,, thq 
Tyrafriy by making his wUl andpkamre the rule oC 
bisadmiaistration, imprisons and confiscates without 
Icigpl complaint or forfeiture ; which, exposing.liberty, 
ii«d propertT' a prey to court sycophants, reduces aU 

AiMOUr to a SERVILE F£;AiU 

The last ^und* o£ homur is^ the King's owning, 
l^nseif created by Uie People^ and for their saJke ^ : 
The epad" of his ofl&cei; being the public good : So, 

, * Rex detur. propter .regnum, et non regnum propter 
Hegem. J^ortesQuq, de liaud. Leg. Aug. c. 37; 
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that he is honoured by fhem as their common bent- 
factor. A Tyrant, on the contrary, claims his right 
from Heaven, or Nature, or Conquest, or, in a word, 
from any thing, rather than that from whence only 
a free obedience can arise ; and consequently holds 
the People made for the gratification of his pleasure, 
and the support of his magnificence; and that, when 
he condescends to employ himself in their service, 
'tis merely of his princely grace and favour; which 
turns all honour iiito jealousy and distrust. 

Thus, here again^ we see, how arbitrary poroer, 
so essentially different from our happy Constitution, 
deprives the Magistrate of all civil honour, by 
making him unworthy of it ; and leaving nothing in 
its place but contempt, aversion, jealousy, and 
slavish fear. 

When we are therefore bid by the Apostle Peter 
to honour the King^ we must conclude, he previously 
supposes, that we have had the courage to procure 
for ourselves such a Constitution as establisheth a 
King worthy of honour; or, at least, that we have 
liie grace to preserve and support ^hat our an- 
cestors' courage hath procured for us. For if, where 
the Apostle bids us fear God, he means that we 
ighould adhere to the great Lord and Governor of 
theuniverse, in opposition to thosedumb idols, which 
it wets th^ purpose oi Gospel-holiness to root out; 
then certainly, where he bids us honour the King, 
he must needs mean a legitimate Magistrate, in 
opposition to a lawless Tyrant, so contrary to the 
^e spmt of .gospel'Uberty. And St. Paul, where 
jhjB ^xhorts men to civil q^edience^ defines this lawfiil 
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Magistrate to be one, who beareth not the sword in 
vain — A terror not to good works ^ but to the toil — 
A minisler of God to us for good — An avenger y to 
execute wrath upon him that doth evil: the very de- 
scription of our own constitutional Monarch. In a 
word. If it were the intent of the Holy Spirit, in the 
precept of fearing Gody that m e should support 
Religion in the purity of the Gospel : then certainly 
it was his intent, in the precept of honouring the 
Kingy to recommend to us a legal Government, 
which only can support Religion in that purity. 

Hence we see, that to fear God and honour the 
King is, in other words, to support our holy Rehgion 
9^bsX popish Superstition ; and our equable govern- 
ment against Arbitrary power. Precepts never out 
of season to recommend to free Men and Christians : 
but,. in this time of public danger, when both are so 
insolently threatened, and, m them, every thing that 
is dear and valuable to honest men, the duty of our 
ministry calls upon us, with all our power, to inforce 
them. 

If therefore, my Brethren, you have yet in your 
hearts any sentiments of true Religion, any feeling 
for the love of your Country ; if you be Christians 
any more than by profession; if you be Britons any 
more than by name ; if you have the piety, as well 
as reason of Protestants; if you have the virtue, as 
well as the rights and privileges of Free-men ; you 
will novf stand fast in the liberty in which Christ 
has set youfreCy and in which the Holy Spirit, by 
my text, exhorts you to persevere. 

You 
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You will drive Sblc from you the yoke of JRomei^ 
now ready txx be onee more cast about youf n£ck»« 
A yoke» which your fore£ithers could not be«r, evea 
when u4e had made it babiftual ; and igoomoce had 
shut them up from the sig^ of Truth and liberty^ 
But You, who haive a dear view, aa well aa a free 
choice, of good and evil, will doubtless prefer Gos^ 
pel light to the Antichristiasi kingdom cf darkness^ 
Yqu will, doubtless^ prefer Hberty of conscience to 
bUnd obedience, or the dungeons and fires of aa 
Inquisition ; You will prefer piety to superstitioD, 
virtue to fanaticism, your Bible to 'the mass-book, 
and sense to nonsense. 

You will employ aJl your virtme to opfiose the iur 
$i\\t&Q£Fran€€y which your forefti&ers, at all ti^es, 
so well knew how to repel : You wiU rather chiise 
to trust your lihecties and properties talawsr of your 
own making, thaata be beholden, for i3m precariouii 
efijoyment of them, to tte gcmi mil 4mdpdeaii$re ctf 
tb^jt vionster in the crealioo), that dieapoUeir of G^ s 
Works, an arbitrary and an unlimited Master. 

In a word^ would you aspire to be virtuous ; would 
you be willing to be thought reli^us^j would yiou 
Gosridnue to. be happy here, or woul4 you eatertai^ 
hopes of Imppiaeas bereaiter ; you mqst now,. aiU ol 
yoi^ in yaor several statiooss concur to the vi^c^rous 
aipiHHt of that g^rious Constitution^ tu \^Qlpi you 
have the< honour to belong: The pcide mdf confidence 
of our friends I The es^ of o^£ N^^bbqurs I ThOr 
t^nror of Ciur enemies^ and the admiration of man^ 
kind !^ ilappy Nation ! the nuipse of heroi^ the school 
of 9ages, tiie semjjifiry of h(% OMUtyi^^ the diati»* 
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gttisbed favoiinta (^. Ih^^vevtl Buii bow nM>imntary 
are dib these blesa^igs^. ivheor ft eodono ia ouce aept^' 
Titled, acul divorCi^ from viftue! for, aceordac^ to 
tKe geuer oias ss^g 9£ «a ancient freemm, That 
vnfry dajf mhk^h ^es a man a Mwt^ takes ci^ay half 
his virtue. But, above ail, l^.ma lemim] the bene^ 
violent vmn, that tbou^r we ourselves be tbe hrst 
and^gKCfflbtest, yet we shall not be the odIv suierer» 
by so terrible a neveraei Theeflects of it will be: 
feH by the reanotest natttHift. MtUain bath- new tbe 
dastingMisbed g)Qry of being tbe Depositary, as^ iti 
were, of civil and religious Freedom, for the rest of 
mankkid : And while we continue iaithful to our 
trust, ther^ are still hopeft that tite degenerate sona; 
of ootea may, soene tiioa or other, caitcb tbis^ noble' 
fine from ug^ aM vindicate their i a¥aged birth-right. 
But» in our desitruction, Liberty, it^lf expires'; and; 
buman nature will despair of. evermore t^gftmug its* 
iinst md or^al dignity. 

These indeed are motives Qonsecrajted" to ludh: 
only whom* tbie sajcred spirit of Liberty in^pirea<. 
Howjevter^ if these be too exalted for the times of a^ 
gencanaL luxury and <rcHrniif>tibon (the ynhappy efleetft 
of ilKused freedtoin) there are yet otJauev eeaasidepar^ 
tions^ and such. as are abu$idant4y suffieient, to anif 
mate those «who have not lost ail aansA of Mmihood, 
along with their Virtue and Religion^ 
« For when ever had an EngUsbman higher cause 
of Maentmeot^. than at praiaent, when, he sees S^aimi 
* whose impotency! wia banre long despised, and Franasy 
wtoie viokace wis^ havA oivi^ &ol^ to raj^l^ pi^ 
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sume to impose, upon a powerful Nation, a mean, 
servile, tributary Tyrant; and to attempt the de- 
throning an illustrious Family, raised by Providence, 
for the Head of the Protestant interest abroad ; and 
appointed by a willing People, tlie Protector of 
British liberty, at home ? 

• But, what so just an indignation may fail to e^ 
feet, the secret sense of ignominy and dishonour will 
amply supply. Should we not blush to have it said, 
that a mighty Kingdom, a People that still gives laws ' 
to the Main, and has long held the balance of Power 
between contending Empires, was suddenly over- 
turned by a rabble of superstitious ruffians, of moun- 
tain robbers, of half-armed and half-starved barba- 
rians, with a wild and desperate Adventurer at their 
head ; and reduced, by the madness of these miser- 
able varlets, from the most free and happy people 
upon earth, to be a Province to France^ a Wprehouse 
to Spain^ and a patrimony to the pretended successor 
of St. Peter ? The very thought of so amazing a dis- 
honour is enough to cover us with tonfusion. And 
certainly, if ever this dishonour should befal us, the 
most inclement, the most inhospitable of our Amen- 
can Plantations, would be far too good for us to run 
into, and hide our coward heads : There we might 
waste our wretched days ; still more imtyttered with 
this cruel reflection. That when liberty, now dri- 
ven from the Continent, had retired for refuge, and 
taken shelter, in Great Britain^ we were unable to 
stay her parting footsteps, though she brought with 
her all h^r dowry of religious, of civil, and of social 
Virtues. 

And 
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.And now, if happily this consideration be but 
of power to kindle again any of the seeds of old 
EngUsh valour, they may be easily excited and 
blown into a flame by a virtuous mtttoiow of our 
brave and generous Ancestors : The first in Europe 
who shook off that very Superstition and Tyranny 
with which we are now insulted; and ever-after, 
with the utmost vigour, repelled all the wicked at- 
tempts for their re-establishment: But never with 
so great hazard and expence as against; that infatu- 
ated Family from whence this Pretender boasts to 
have had his birth, and from whence be derives his . 
imaginary tide, founded, on I know not what Jargon 
of indefegjsible hereditary Right for the King, and 
pa^ive obedience and non-resistance for the Sub- 
ject : A title, which the much provoked resentment 
of an injured People hath lotig since with the 
highest justice dissolved and abrogttted* 

Nor should Gratitude lose its share in wakmg us 
from our fatal slumber of luxury and pleasure. The 
blessings those brave men purchased for us are 
inestimable, and the price they paid for them wad 
immense. So that the warmest return of gratitude 
is due to the Manes of our Benefactors. Let us pay 
it in that way which most becomes us, and would 
best please tiiem; a vigorous exertion of all our 
faculties to preserve the blessings they hfive pro- 
cured for us. 

But if neither shame nor gratitude can work upon 
us to venture any thing for the keeping ourselves fi-ee 
and happy, yet, at leas^ natural affection, and pity 
for our Posterity^ (the last bar to ignominy in 
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the absence ^of virtue) shodd midse us either msolre 
to die 'bravely, or to deliver down unimpaiPBd «to 
t)ar children tiiat glorious heritage Whidi our pro- 
^ent forefathers bequeathed to 'them, through us. 
And not suffer our cowardice or inddleoee, si 41m 
important juncture, to 'hazard the intasiiug upon our 
wretched ofispring a long series <]tf ignorance, super- 
stition, ^ant, servility, and all tlie Hmeries aod ^dis- 
tresses wWch attend nrbkrary go^Gemmentj and 
Papai communion. 

fiut if it be IJbe unhaippy faffee of England that no 
-generous motive, worthy the 4)iieeiStB of men end 
citizens, tran make impression ^do her «ons^ tmw be- 
come insensible tiu^o«^ §loti>i«nd 4uxury, Tfaeynitt^ 
yet, nay They should -be applied unlo^ as SlMe^^ 
and awakened wtth itbcservfle dread of punishment; 
A puni^meM ad great «s it is inevkatdel Tbe di- 
vine vengeance pursuing Ihera aft the hedls, ibr'thw 
Rotated oaths and 'pei^ioiHi €«>giigeineiMs; when 
in •the fecc o( Heaven, by the most sacfed clfioe of 
Jlel^ion, they iH«>€&ed God as a wtness and 
«venger, and swore allegiance to hisexceUedt Ma- 
^ty Kiir^ GfiOHGc. For natural Rel^on miSX 
ttcachi us, though we throw off all reverence fer the 
Iteveaied, that no crime is more offeneiw *o the 
^at God of Truth, than &e breach of pubfi t09^, 
Afnd ^vil History will inform you, Aat mmefew 
speedily and severely punished: A punishment, 
mos* becomkig l^ie jastice ^ Heaven. ©* the 
«enction<yf aa Qal!) was Ihc orfly means, latmei^t 
(equals, of brining men kfto Society; andis^til 
fee wAy means of keeping S^ieties entire. 

But 
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But I trust, that neither Virtue nor Reli^on will 
be wanting, on this great occasion, to repel the storm 
now gathered over us ; how much soever the state 
of both may need amendment. In conclusion, there- 
fore, let me recommend it to men in all stations, as 
one of the -iost general and efficacious means for 
the successful discharge of their duty to the King 
and Government, religiously to implore a long for- 
gotten succour, laughed at by most, and scaixe 
trusted to by any, The assistance of GoiTs Holy 
Spirit, to warm our Affections, to purify our Hearts, 
to enlighten our Understandings, to strengthen our 
Wills, and to supply all the weaknesses and defects 
of our corrupted Nature ; to the gbry of God's 
holy I^ame, and the good and happiness of Man- 
kind. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON XV. 

QH Tilt GENEllAL FAST-BAY, t>ECEWBER l8, 1 745. 



Preached and published while the UeheUArmy was in 
Sngiand. 



Joel Tu ver. 20. 

I WILL REMOVE FAR OFF FROM YOU THE 
irORTffERN ARMY, AND With DRIVE HIM INTO 
A LANP BAR]^EN AND DESOLATE. 

GOD, by the prophet Joel, having denotincecL 
agrimt a s?rrful People, the invasion of the 
Am/rieimy together with the forerunners oC that • 
jud^ent, his army of hoists; at the same time, 
deitbres, flial!, on their true repentance, he woulcj 
drive tbe' iBvadters. back again into the horrid re- 
gions^ from whence they came ; and" with a slaughter 
as* gKSat ds^ their preceding ravages and desolation. 

Now the apoi^e Paul tells us, that whatsoever 

thinffs tvere written aforetime, were written for our 

learning ; that we, through patience and comfort of 

the- StnptwreSy might have hope* : By which wc ' 

* Rom. XV. 4. 
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understand in general, that the like disposition of 
humiliation before God, of hearty repentance for 
our sins, and sincere resolution of amendment, are 
the proper means of enabling us, at this juncture, to 
drive back the haughty powers of France^ which 
now hover over us ; together with their forerunners, 
tliis Northern anuy of locusts ; allured hither by the 
scent of prey, because, as the prophet expresses it. 
The land is as the garden of Eden before thenij and 
behind therUy a desolate wilderness *. 

Thus far human reason, the true interpreter of 
Scripture/ will allow us to infer. But further to 
conclude of God's dealings with States and Societies 
from his dispensations to the Jewish People, will 
be the occasion of our turning that Scriptui'e, which 
the Apostle here tells us, was written for our karn- 
ing mid instruction^ to our delusion and ruin. Yet, 
from this character given of the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament, in several places pf the Scriptures 
of the New, men have not only ventured to regulate 
God's proceeding with Particulars, but also to 
judge of the fate of Kingdoms and Societies, by his 
administration of the Jewish Nation. This hath 
been the source, of nuoiberless superstitions. Some 
of which dishonour Religion, by derogating froiD 
the justice of God : while others weaken and dis- 
tract Government, by violating the rights of men. 
And all of them defeat the, rational conclusions. 0f 
that learning and instruction which may be found 
ia Scripture ; and which is able to make us wise 
unto salvation^ In the number of these super- 
* Jpel ii, 3. 
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stitions is the popular opinion, That God, in the 
common government of the world, punisheth chil- 
dren for the crimes of their parents : A dispensation 
peculiar to the Jewish Nation ; and there indeed 
administered wilh the highest equity * : but, in the 
present order of things, not to be employed with- 
out impinging on God's justice. So again, that 
other absurd fancy, which transfers to modern Kings 
the title peculiar to the Jervishy of the Lord's 
ANOINTED : equally violates the rights of Men. 
For to resist the Lord^s anointed^ who was God's 
Deputy or Lieutenant in his kingdom, was rebellion 
against God. Hence court flatterers, when they 
had given the title to modern Kings, did not rest 
tall they had invested them with the prerogatives* of 
it likewise. And from thence inferred their divine 
Right, and the people's unlimited Obedience. Where- 
as, had this tide, which belonged to the Jewish 
Kings in a literal and real sense, been applied, as 
it ought, to our Monarchs, in a figurative and ac- 
commodated meaning, it had been of excellent use 
to instruct the People in the sacred character of 
every legitimate Magistrate ; the resisting of whose 
ordinances is, indeed, the resisting the ordinance 
of God. 

But another place may be more proper to go 
through the many various errors 'and superstitions, 
which have arisen, in these latter ages, from a mis- 
application to the Men and Societies of the world 
at large, of the Principles and Providences on which 
the Jewish state was formed and conducted. It 
shall suffice at present, that I have just pointed out 
* See Divine Legat. Book V. 
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their nature and oonsequences ; and sbeim bow tboy 
arise from an apostolical declaration ill understood ; 
that whatsoever things wen written qforetwK 
were writtwjor our kartUngj which, when ri^tly 
interpreted, yield that patience and comfort ^ St. Pai^ 
apeaks of, as the genuine fruits of Christian hope. 
Let us distinguish, therefore, and always have in 
mind, that the DocxRiNAt points of the Old Ten- 
tanient were written for our belief; tlie Mpiut 
parts for the regulation of our conduct; and th^ 
pnvoTiONAL for the exercise of o\iv pietj/i. This 
will lead us to St. Paul's true meaning, where he 
says, y4// scriptwe is written by in^iratioA ofGod^ 
and is pr^table for doctrine^ for reproof y for cor-^ 
rectioHs for instruction in righteousness^. But 
then, as to the greater part of the Volume of the 
Old Testament, that which is histo^ical^ and 
^ves account of the Laws and Fortunes of the 
Jewish Republic, it was written for our infqrmatioHp 
concerning the general economy of God's dispen- 
sation to mankind; of which the divine estahlishment 
and administration of that Commonwealth m^es 
a considerable part. A eelioioits policy addedy 
as the Apostle says, or thrust in, between the Pa- 
triarchal and Christian t>ispensation3, because 
of transgressions ; and to preserve the memoiy 
of the true God^ in an idolatrous world, tilt the 
seed should comcy to whom the promise was made^. 
For this end, God saw fit to erect that State into 
a Theocracy, prq)erly so called; in which l>e 
himself was tlie supreme civil Magistrate. 

^ 8 Tim. ill. 16. t Gal iiL 19. 
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The cotii^uenoes of which ^)^ of Govcufnment 
weit tim^: 1. That it was adsmnistered by die 
exertion of an eottraor^nary providence. J, That 
Rel^on and civil Society were thoroi^hly incor- 
pdrated* 3. That Religion had a public^ as well 
as a private part ; the subject c^ it being as wdl 
the State collectively, as individuals sqMirately. 
Atvd, 4. That the sanctions both of religioa and 
i»ociety were temporal rewanis and punishtnente. 
Of all this, that is to say, of the ex|»edieQcy and 
even necessity of such a^ f^rta of Policy, for the 
carrying on the great ends of Gods moral ^v»ni- 
Hiemt of the worlds and the natural coasequeaoKs 
arising fmm ii, I liave dsiewfaere discoursed at 

Now from the^ri^^ circuna^tance, the exeirtron ^i 
M e^vtradrdkuiry Evidence, it fbUows^ that we 
«fe not to regulate our ideas of God's dealiag with 
tiSy as a State or Nation, by his admmistration of 
the Je&Mi liieocracy ; Mankmd bdng now under a 
wmm*^i ^ot an ejptraor^nary providence : I meafi, 
"itibllows, we are not to expect it in the jexsoreh; 
Ihough, indeed, from Ais cinrumstance, iiotbiog 
(hinders but we imght expeet it ia: the kind. 

But then from the other three it* foUomrs, thjat vt^e 
are not to esDpeCt it, ^ven so much as in die kiitd. 
For Rdigion, atootig the Jews^ w^ incorporated 
with their Society, and had a public part: Henoe 
Impiety^ when it abounded, ^became a pujbtic crime; 
and, as sudi, was, from time to time, severely pu- 
nished on tiie l^tate. But, the Chmtim Reti^n 
* Div. Leg. Book V. sect. 2. 
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hath no public part; hath not the State, as such, 
but individuals only, for its subject. . Hence Impiety 
is not now a public^ but a private crime : For 
which, the offender will doubtless be severely pu- 
nished, but his punishment shajl be accordipg to tlie 
rules of the Gospel dispensati(Mi.- 

Again, the Jewish sanctions were temporai, 
only; which made it fit, and sometimes necessary ^ 
that the crimes, even of private men, should have 
their punishment inflicted on the State, as by that 
means condign misery was derived on particulars. 
But the sanctions of our religion ^sefutwe rewards 
and ptunshments; for the latter of which, impious 
and wicked men are properly reserved ; and there- 
fore, there is not the same expediency in punishing 
them through the State. 

This, then, to which numberless other considem- 
tions migh^ be added, is sufficient to shew^ that we 
have no real authority from Scripture^ when in- 
t€lrpreted on the principles of human reason, ^o 
conclude, that God's dealing with the Jewish people 
is the measure of administering his provic^ence ovdr 
4)ither States : Or tliat, because the private vices 
and impieties of men under that economy have, by 
the just judgment of God, often brought distress 
upon the Community, that they have i»w ^e 
.same tendency to provoke his wrath and indig- 
jDation against ours. 

This I presume to be a fair representation of this 
important subject: And I hope, it. will not be 
judged unseasonable in a time, of general danger; 
when, though th^ ill state of our moral condition 
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should not be kept hid from us, yet methinks it ' 
ought not to be aggravated by discouraging ex- 
amples drawn from those dreadful judgments in- 
flicted on the Jewish nation : A parallel much in-^ 
sisted on ; but not with that exactness which the 
dignity of the sacred Writings demands, or the 
prbis of our present Disorders seems to require ; 
when every good man will deserve the public thanks, 
Quod de republica turn desperasset. 

But it will be asked, " Are not vice and impiety 
the certain destruction of Communities ? And are 
not Communities the subject of God's mercies and 
judgments ?" My answer is in the aiErmative : 
And it will serve to support what hath been already 
said, concerning that crude, inconclusive Divinity^ 
which makes God's dealing with the Jews the model 
of his Providence in the world at large. It will^ 
at the same time, explain arid clear up what may 
be further otooxious to objection or misinterpre- 
tation. 

To the first of these questions, therefpre, I say, 
that where, in defining the nature of the Javish 
Commonwealth, I spoke of God's naticmal judg- 
ments on his chosen peopky for their impieties, I 
used the exact and philosophic language of a Divine; 
and meant those c^weyw^ice^ of wrong which follow 
fi'om the wiU of God; not the e^c*^ which arise 
from the nature of things. Rewards and punfehr 
ments of the first kind are those only which revealed 
Relig^(m acknowledgeth for the sanction of its pter 
jcepts : though platonic preachers, in their moral 
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h^rof^iiuesj may have been ieiGCiiiBteiiied, bya latitude 
of aKpresskin, to calk the mischieft arising iiatuiiaUy> 
oirt of moral evil^ by tlie Qame of ti^(iV judgment. 
WbicK perbaps, yvb\M scarce deserve notioe, were 
a^y toot accufitoined liloewJBe to confound TImb 
H'iUi tiae Jiid|giBent8 of God, preperbf so eaUci; 
tp Jthe great injury, as I tiunik, oif revealed Religion, 
ff»r irer^on^ too long . and «oo iolrioate tio be here 
assigned. Now, as to the natoral issue of vice and 
impiety, nothing can be more certain than that 
th^y «re tbe inevitable rum of a CoHMtiOQwealth. 
fpr iMfiZTY, idodch consists m a corileii^t «if tbe 
ijftnpHans of Eeligien, removeth the first and strongest 
piltor of Society, the fear of divine pmaiishment, 
for ffds^KHdd and wrons;. From he»ce ^riseth a 
disregard to the outward tie if oathsy die great 
(ectji^y of the MAoisTaATs ; and a disregaiti to 
ttius inward tie of conscience^ the ^teot security 4$f 
the PfiOFLE. As impkty undera»nes society, so 
Xic% m^e openly attacks it. But both with* Ac 
same fatal success. TSe epidemic evils of every 
|)Owerful Community in its decline, are i^xury 
luid avaeige: Which, Jby an unnatural mixture, 
^re incessantly begetting one another even in ^be 
ipame breast. By these means, the NA»rroNAX 
WEALTH, one of our main strei^g^ against fDrei^ 
inva»Qlia, becomes in part e^vhausted; and, which 
is almost as bad, in part, unequ^ly ^Pributed: 
Aod the F£KsoiirAL vioon^a of the peo{)}e, which 
[mnkm the otiidr, is either ^eMPVAe^d by opdienee 
^emplDyod, or detelsed by so^d aiid inactive 
ipoffirty. fiut to redufn npjAxe train (devils, wh^eh 
. . 23 issue 
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mBUB from these two mteter-vioes, would be an 
^k©8 ta$k. Let it wfSce to «ay> that these arc 
tiiie tfnh mhkh ^U pmitte Families with uanatural 
(fmrek ; infiwt the Courts of justice with cfeacane ; 
and cfifitaMft d&e coimcils of Govenii»ent wkh faction, 
Eactiok, which abonomlates all tba evils of dis-^ 
sensiom in one ; and, fraught with liie dispositions 
of the wc»r9t ckaesens^. hnpiideatiy pretends to all 
tine quiMties of tibe belt, FacoT iqk, wMch scruples 
no abapc howeirer venerable, no name however 
sacred, to draw the deluded People to §ecomi her 
private and corrupt purposes, masked over with 
pkm acal for Bdigicm, wd disinterested lov9 of 
aor Comartry. 

Bert tbm of the evils i^ imfiiatf and mce be^ 
separately, so destBuoti(ve to a PtibHc; How ma- 
lignant mast they .prowe, when *hey act in iMHicert ^ 
as the^ always do* when tiaey exist togethior. For 
pr0fiin«ies6 ^es am «dge and kej^paess to mr 
mcnrality; and imraonalitydaps on a 4eaden bias 
to t^ mind, wUdi accelerates its growing ajv^er^i^^ 

Houaever sncune, ifaerefore, ithe wvMtw may be 
fyfom appmhending (the jiwigmmts qf God for the 
iniquity of particulars, yet wc seek has every &ing 
to fear, from the nature $/ things. A ease^ which, 
wtbexi arriiied to a certain ipoint, admits even of }£sas 
hope than tiie other* F(or God, wh6«& mercies are 
wer adl faia works, frequentfy ^ithhc^s the ^ijb c^ 
ilia positive Judgments f rem sia&l mm; but never 
reverses the order of liEature to •embolden bbi in 
his widki^dness* Y^ we have thiJB ocxisdlaiion at 
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least, that though such destruction be sure, it is 
still in our power to avert it. It is only resolving 
on a speedy course of sobriety, justice, and piety : 
By which, as kingdoms become great, so by timt 
only can they remain secure. For, as in the natural 
body, an athletic habit, acquired by abstinence and 
exercise, can never be preserved by intemperance 
and sloth ; so a body-politic, become powerful by the 
modest parsimony, by the virtue and religion of its 
citizens, can never support its power by their luxury^ 
injustice, and impiety. ' 

We come now to the second question, " Whether 
STATES, as well as private men, may' not be the 
subject of divine displeasure, so as to bring down its 
severest judgments upon them ?" To ^hich we re- 
ply, that Nothing is more certatin. A Society is an 
artificial man, having like the natural^ all those es- 
sential qualities, which constitute a moral agent; 
The discernment of good and evil ; A will to chuse, 
and a power to put its choice in execution. Hence 
the rules of civil justice, in the intercourse be- 
tween nation and nation, arc the very same, as 
those, in a state of nature, between man and man. 
And accordingly we find (for here Scripture comas 
in again ^r our learning) that God dealt with the 
Jewish nation under this idea. And though \^ par- 
ticular contract with it, will not suffer us to collect 
a mode of providence over others, similar to what 
was administered amongst them; yet his entering 
at all into contract shews that states are consideredj 
and will be dealt with by him as moral agents* 

We 
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We must needs therefore conclude, both from 
Revelation and Reason^ that the. hand of Heaven 
distributes good and evil to Societies, according to 
their merit or undesfert: Not upon that fancy, that 
as States are only artificial beings with a present 
existence, and incapable of a fiiture, therefore God 
Is obliged in justice to punish and reward them 
hj:r£. This is a mere school invention, and con- 
futed by the general history of the moral world : 
Where, we find indeed many signal examples of the 
divine vengeance hiflicted upon States and Commu- 
nities; yet, generally, at such a distance firom the 
crime, that the punishment is not identicalj as ac- 
cording t<y this learned fency it ought to be : for 
the sameness is not real or natural, but nominal and 
artificial only. Again, according to this doctrine, 
the administration should be constant and exact, 
failing in no instance, nor defective in any degree. 
Whereas we have many examples in States as well 
as private men, where iniquity hath absolutely 
escaped the rod of divine vengeance. From all tliis 
we' conclude, that, not for tlie fantastic reason here 
confiited, but for one far more weijghty and substan- 
tial, SOCIETIES are punished. or rewarded according 
to their behaviour; a rfeason worthy the dominion 
of the great Lord of the universe. That is to say. 
For exampU, and to keep alive the sense of God's 
providence, in a careless and impious world. 

It remains, therefore, only to consider what those 
^actions of Society are, which we suppose to be the 
.objects of divine favour or displeasure : Now these 
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{in a Society, like our own^ efibabltshed on a system 
iof Laws wUdi seeure Tevereoct to the Deity^ and 
iinpcse dae restraint oo vice and tmin(H*aiify) can 
be evidently nothing else dian the observMioe or 
ncgkct of oooD FAITH9 jtt3tioe, and equity in the 
transatlaofis of one of these oommunities totmeds aH 
others. By this lest» therefore, we m^t well coa- 
«eiit that Greii Britain should be tried to the ut- 
most; tried even by her enemieflL When it vonld 
be dearly seen wfaedier, in her coUectivie cafiacity, 
^e deserves, or has just fleason to fear that incqi^iid- 
log vengeance, ivoflfi tine hand of Heaven, with which, 
in a time so critical, good men may be but too apt 
to tenrify themselves and othens. 

In all om national transactions since Ihe revout- 
Ticxar to these times, Gr^at Britain has becm so 
un£uihionably tenacious of tiie pubhclaitb, and so 
generously intent on the good of Eurcpt, that we 
have never passed for Politicians mooagBt those who 
ave most famed for ^their science in the mysteries 
of State. And as to the war which we we 
at present ^engaged in; thou^ the oormpt in- 
-terests of Private Men, of Tiadit^-bodies, and of 
fitate«qparties anaongst ns nsay have ali coneursed 
.to pusk us Ibrxvard; yet a oummon observation 
is sufficieiit to satisfy you, that it was first began 
agaiast Sv^tK, for satipifectioa of real injuries, 
which fliey had owned, aekn<swledged ; and in 
public convention contracted to repair. But, 
encouraged iby oor unhappy divdsions, the a^ee- 
jmeot (Was nqustly vadlated, as soon^ almost, as 
it was made. In tiiis xpiaorel we mete prkidpfib. 

An 
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An aujnliary war, in which the public faith 
called upon us to engage, followed^ in support 
pf the house of Austria, taken at advantage, 
and against all the spirit of treaties cruelly attacked 
and plundered. Both these togethev soon produced 
a defensive war against France; whose restless 
fimbition (essential to her Constitution) seizing 
every '£a.vourable conjuncture of advancing that 
idol of her politics, the giving law to Europe^ 
now supported Spain, to persist in denying ta 
do us justice, and encouraged the other enemies 
of the house of Austria to join her in their unge- 
nerous depredations. And all tliis with an apparent 
design to break, that established and equitable 
balance of Power, so necessary for the peace aa4 
felicity of Europe : Which when she found us rer 
solved to maintain, she publicly denounced war 
against us in all its forms. 

This is a true sjate of the public quarrel j of our 
share in it ; and of our conduct with regard to all 
our neighbours. Now what is there in all tbis» that 
shall make us afraid to appeal for aid acd protectiQH 
to the tribunal of eternal justice ? 

If reparation, by the sword, for national injuric^Si 
after all the ways of peace had been tried in vftin ; 
If the discharge of public faitli, when solemnly d^ 
manded, in behalf of a confederate Power, most 
cruelly oppressed; If self-defence against thosd 
who openly set themselves to defeat the honcetpur-o. 
pos^s which Justice called upon us to discharge; If, 
lastly, the support of the established balance of 
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power, that is, of tlie liberties of Europe, against 
the most detestable perfidy, the most unjust usur- 
pations, and the most lawless and destructive am- 
bition ; I^ I say, all, or any of these, may intitle 
us to the protection of Heaven, we seem to have the 
best grounded expectations for its declaring in our 
favour. 

This public act of humiliation before God is 
therefore enjoined with a modesty and holy con- 
fidence, not always observed by authority on 
these occasions : Where, with an impiety that makes 
sober men astonished, the tremendous Majesty of 
Heaven is too often mocked and insulted, by in- 
voking its blessings on the arms of fraud, rapine, 
and injustice. But, blessed be God ! Great Bri- 
tain hath now a cause, for which it may not only 
with decency supplicate the protection, but with 
confidence appeal to the justice of Heaven : a cau^ 
founded on the solid basis of self-defence, pub- 
lic FAITH, and the liberties or mankind; all 
nobly vindicated in a just and necessary war. 

There is only one impediment to the happy issue 
of our appeal; and that is the private vices and 
impieties of the People : And to remove this, was 
the purpose of this solemn Act of devotion ; in which 
we are called upon by our gracious Sovereign (ever 
intent upon our welfare) to humble ourselves before 
the avenging hand of God, and to deprecate his 
Judgments, by a fi'ee confession of our sins, and a 
determined purpose of amendment. 

I have shewn you how certain and inevitable a 
4estruction vice and impiety always bring upon 

a People, 
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a People. If this be not sofficietrt to induce you to 
a speedy refbrmatibn^ think upon tlie consequence- 
of persisting in them at this juncture; when, by 
suspending the protection of Providence, which, as 
a Comniunity, I have shewn, we have just reason 
to expect, we hasten, by a stroke from Heaven, 
that ruin, which is more slowly advancing frdm the 
nature of things. So that, in our instant resolves, 
not only our future wdfai^, a matter of infinite 
importance, which we have in common with ail men, . 
h\xi ow present^ is eminently concerned. The en- 
joyment of all that is dear and valuable to men, 
depending on the pifeservatioh of our happy Con- 
stitution, more shaken by Our intestine vices, than 
by the arms of its degenerate and rebellious Citizens, 
now audaciously advanced into the very heart of the 
Kingdom. 

Let us then, in good earnest, resolve upon a 
thorough Reformation ; A return to that gracious 
simplicity of manners ; that amiable modesty in dress 
and diet; that temperance in pleasures ; that justice 
in business; which made Britain. so distinguished 
in the manly annals of our forefathers. Let us 
speedily return to that sober piety, that serious 
sense of Religion, by which our Ancestors were en-* 
couraged to form, and enabled to support, the 
Principles 6n which this happy Constitution is 
erected. But above all, as the first step into the 
old paths of honour, let us emancipate ourselves 
from that detestable spirit of libertinism, impudent- 
ly assuming the name of Freeth inking; the 
bane of common life^ the opprobrium of common 

sense, 



Digitized by 



Google 



304 SERMON XV. 

sense, and the di$b0iKmr ewa ©f our ctNaoaadii 
humanity. Let us but be iDataol io doiog this, mA 
\¥e shall floon have eairth and heaven once more 
in cottjunction, ti>. owke uft happy and vicflociuua 
over all the OMnfederatod enemks of our pewe. 



A D E F E N C E 

BISCOURSE. 

A FREE and equal Government is the greatest 
temporal blessing the Almighty ever bestowed 
^pon mankind. Such an one, in his great xiiescy, 
liie bestowed on us ; of which we w*ei;e hi Ml pos- 
session, when a vile unnatural rebelUon, sup|Mw(ed 
by the most formidable Power in Europe^ tbceat^oed 
to overturn it; and on its ruins, to eseet a civil^ 
and ecclesiaiitic tyranny; the most dete^ited' e^Ic 
wherewith God,, in his wrath, ever permkted ^the ; 
enemy of mankind to deform the fair woii; of 
creation. ^ 

At this important juncture, whei^i< no bumnn 
means, sufficient to save us, were at hand^ biiit» ow 
determined courage to live and die with the €09^: 
stitution, I observed some gpod men \fere opt to 
teiiify themselves and others with an apprehemioOr . 
that the private vices of the people had brouf^t 
down this judgment of God> upon the P'UBlic, 
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t^hich it was to be feared must end in its destruction. ' 
Into this kind of Divinity I supposed them to be } 
led by the consideraition of God's dealing with the 
/EwisH PEOPLE ; on whom, in the magnificence of 
his royal bounty, he had graciously bestowed the 
most excellent of all civil governments ; subjected, 
however, to destruction in punishment \ for their 
irreligious practices. 

At this juncture, a fast-day being appointed by~ 
authority, to implore God's blessings, and to depre- 
cate his judgments, I understood it to be my duty, 
on such an occasion, both as a minister of God's 
word, and a subject of the King, to examine into 
the reasonableness of these apprehensions ; and to 
shew, to those committed to my care, what they had 
indeed to trust to. 

In the first place, therefore, I endeavoured to 
prove, that the case of the Jewish People could not, 
for many reasons, be brought into example : That 
the method of Providence, there administered, did 
indeed admirably fit the J/o^aic constitution ; but 
the Christian economy had revealed unto us a 
different way of punishing the sins of particulars : 
And that, on the principles of natural light, we 
might gather, that the punishment of a right con- 
stituted Public was due only to civil crimes ; from 
which we being remarkably free, I concluded, that 
our happy Constitution had great reaspn to expect 
the distinguished protecdon of heaven : For that 
it would be hard to, find, throughout the history of 
mankind, any one State, eitlier ancient or modern, 
Monarchy or Republic, so long, and so eminently. 
Vol. IX. X distinguished 
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The?ffe bcbg biit otte iristance ^fricd the Aevdlirtkm 
(at which time 6trf CoAfetltiitioft, pi'opefly^ iii*ose) 
whert gd&d faith was rx!)! mctet s6rtiptilmi&ly add 
religknisly dfechafged by it. 

Sueb Wa9 the dodri«e I ddiveiied in th^ pref- 
6t6\hg discourte. And Was it nfttural to ttiiok^ 
that at such a time, and on sUCh dtl o<!!cadiafi, it 
should give dflferice ta a Diving of tt^ Chtrch of 
Efigland f It did. And I wa^ th^ tdid ftom th« 
pf6^, th^t •• The^ clei'gy vdfy w'eB kfldl«^, and lieeded 
*' not tWy help td itiform them, tti^t God wftft 
" Undet a si^ecial Cdtenant uith the /ft^^ for tem- 
" pfdf&l gddd and cjvil. Bat ad this covertdnt, what- 
*' evef privileges It g^ve io the /^a;^ above ««het 
*^ nations, could not destroy God's right as Universal 
" govefndr 5 ai\ £irgt«ment therefore would vei-y pro- 
^* p^rly lie from God's dectlirjg with the Jm^s, te 
*' \that other iiatiotis afe to expect Irt like c^nes, ill 
" srich points as either reason or Scripture shew, to 
** apj>ertaiti to God's universal govertiment; of which 
^* feort is the putiishitig nation^ ahd kingdoms for 
.*' the wickedness of thfctti that dvtgll therein, A& 
** appe?rrs from the Ff.o6l>, frdm the case of SdDOM 
** and GoMoniiAH, of the NiNEvttfes, aftd of those 
*• Heathen Nations whom i\\i6Jews were raised 
** up to destroy (as the Scriplurfe expfesriy says) 
* ftt their Wichedms^ ^." 

The pernicious doctrine to be confuted, we set, 
was this, ** That God, in his couiinon government 
** of the world, doth not deprive nations of that 

* Hist, of Abrahato, &c. p. loo. 
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^ greatest blessing he ever bestowed upon them, a 
"^ free and equal Government ^ for the vices of par* 
** ticularsS' This position, I supported on our na^ 
tural notions of God^s providence ; and on what we 
find revealed of his moral government in Scripture. 
In the first, (he Objector was silent ; In the second 
(where I considered the Jeivish government as tlif 
only case that could seem to support the contrary 
opimon), he supplies my ombsions : aod urg^s me 
with God's judgments on the people at thejUood, 
«if Sedom and Gomorrahy the Nimvites^ aiid the 
9et^en nations. 

But amongst all these, I could not find one Jree 
end equal government ; for which, only, I ooder- 
take to be an advocate ; and therefore tiiey were 
omitted. Some of them were uncivilized tribes, 
living in a state of nature, in which there was no 
' blessing of Government to take away : And others, 
ki a still viler condition, the slaves of petty tyrannies, 
where the destruction of the State was the removai 
of God's severest curse. In a word, I was speaking 
of the greatest human happiness hostilely attacked^ 
and in danger of being lost And the Objector 
cbnibies my docti ine, by instances of the greatest 
human misery occasionally removed : The destruc*^ 
tion of the noble Constitutions of Sodom and Oomof^ 
rah; to whidi, not over decaitly, he thought fit t» 
compare the free Government of Great Britain. I 
was speaking, and speaking only, of a cokstitution'^ 
of a country, where civil and religious^ liberty 
floarished at their height I never concerned myself 
how God would deal with a rabble of safvages : nor 
X 2 thought 
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thought it M'ortli w hile to consider, what kind of a 
punishment it was, to those who groaned under it; 
to overthrow a tyranny. I regarded those illustrious 
Societies as hardly coming into accH)unt, when God, 
in his justice, weighs the fate of nations. 

'* * But Mr. W. (says the objector) who loves 
** to be by himself, after having retailed to us the 
** principles of The Divine Legation^ comes to 
*' this conclusion, diametrically opposite to the sense 
" of his brethren, and I believe of ail Christian 
** divines from St. Paul to this day, *ciz. that we 
" hcwe no warrant to conclude^ that because the 
*' private vices and impieties of men Under the jew^ 
" is.H ECOXOMY, by the just judgment of Gody 
^^ frequently brought amazing destruction on their 
'* nation, that it has now the selfsame tendency td 
" provoke his icrath against ours." This I should 
have thought might have stft the Objector right ; 
and have shewn him, that I confined my doctrine 
to the blessing of ajTree and e^iial government, when 
I considered none otlier than the Jewish and our 
OWN. But he seems to mean well, and to be much 
embarrassed : Let us try to help him out. 

The temporal punishments, which God inflicts 
tipon iniquity, have three objects, Particulars ; a 
People ; and a State or Government. The punish- 
ment of the two first Objects, I hold to be inflicted 
for the CRIMES of men ; the latter only for the 
CRIMES OF THE STATE. The Subject of my sermon 
was concemmg the punishment of legitimate States, 
as such. The particular case confined me to this 
♦ Hist, of Abmham, &c. p. loi. 

consideration ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRECEDING DISCOURSE. 309. 

eonsideration ; the imminent danger of our happy 
Establishment from a powerful body of rebels, whicli, 
at the moment of my writing, had penetrated; without 
eontrol, to the very centre of the kingdom. With 
God's punishment for the sins of particulars, by, 
■what may be called, the mitional judgments of fa-' 
mine, pestilence, or any other way that hurts not the 
Constitution^ my subject was not concerned. In 
this, as much a lover of singularity as he is pleased 
to represent me, I believe with my brethren, I 
believe these judgments to be sent for the sins of 
private men ; but so restrained, as not to hurt that 
great gift of God, a free and equal Government :^ 
For here I stop; and still affirm, that if a Stc\te 
be a MORAL AGENT, its actions, as mch^ are those 
only wliich make it accountable : God, according to 
my theology, never depriving us of a blessing, he hath 
been pleaseii to bestow, till that blessing hath beea 
abused. The very case of the Mosaic economy, 
which so much misleads the Objector, might, if he 
bad attended to plain facts, have set him right. He. 
might have seen, that, in this Dispensation, if a 
Particular transgressed in hi^ Ceremonial observan- 
ces, divine punishment pursued Particulai-s. When 
the body of the People disused or had corrupted 
the holy Ritual, the body of the People suffered.. 
But it was Idolatiiy only wliiqh brought destruction 
on the Republic. For Idolatry was the introducing 
another Laxv ; which was high treasmi : it was the 
transferring their obedience from their Supreme 
Magistrate ; which was rebellion : Crimes deservedly 
punished by subjection to a foreign yoke. And this 

X 3 punishment 
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punishment was inflicted on the State at different 
periodic, both under the administration of their Judge* 
and their Kings, Its last final Overthrow was at- 
t«ided with a general dispersion, which subsists to 
this very day. And the crime, as the punishment, 
nvas the same. For the rejectbn of the Messiah 
was a species of this Treason end Rebellion. Idola- 
try set aside the Law ; and Rejection of the Son of 
God was setting aside their supreme Magistrate, on 
whom the Father had devolved his Kingly rule and 
Government, In a word, though the Jewish State 
was frequently overturned for what are no crimes of 
State with tts\ yet it never suffered for what were 
no crimes of State with them. And this may serve 
to obviate the charge of Contradiction, which the 
Objector brings against me, for supposing the People 
are punished iov prvoate Sins; and yet den} ing that 
the State incurs the danger of God s judgments for 
any thing but public crimes. 

Had the Objector considered all this, and it lay 
as open to his consideration as it did to mine, his 
Monsters, both before, and after the flood, might 
bave been well spared \ His Sodom and Gomorrah, 
his Nincvites, and the Seven nations. Just as per- 
tinent, on this occasion, as the giants Gog-magog 
and Coryneus. Having said thus much for tfaa 
truth of my doctrine ; One word, if it may be done 
without offence, concerning its expediency. This 
will he best seen by considering what most be the 
natural conduct of a good man, on the principles 
of the Ofcjector, in a State (which he compares to 
Sodom an4 Gomorrah) when so iarminently threat 
2Q tene4 
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tened as ours was at the time of my preaching this 
sermon. Must not such a one, all these circum- 
stances concurring, think us a devoted people? 
And would he not, in mere piety, deenj it a strug- 
gling against God, when he fought for the Consti- 
tution. What encouragement would be now left 
him for the discharge of his duty as a Citizen? 
He is supposed to measure every thing by the Jewish 
standard. He knows what character history has 
transmitted to us of tho^e Zealots for their country, 
who so long opposed the progress of Titus's arms, 
in the last destruction of Jerusalem. These he 
finds represented as an abandoned crew of mis- 
creants, impiously opposing the fixt destination of 
Providence : And is it charitable to believe that 
this good Christian of the Objector's making would 
dare to follow their example ? Besides, on such 
gi-ounds as these, what false theology could not 
perfect, real poltronry would supply ; which, by the 
aid of a religious principle, would teach men to dis- 
guise their Cowardice under the specious show of a 
pious resignation. 
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Preached on the Thanksmving Day for the Suppression gf 
the Idle unnatural Rebellion in ly 46, 



2 Cor. iii. 17, 

WHERE THlSi SPIRIT OF THE XORD IS, THERE 
IS LIJBERTY. 

TH I S is the character St Paul gives of the 
Gospel in the purity of its profession; that 
it begets Liberty; the blessing, through which 
the perfection of our nature is obtained. For, 
by Libert}/ is to be understood that right and due 
exertion of our faculties which terminates in Truth 
and Virtue; The Slavery of rational creatures 
consisting in a subjection to Vice and Error. 

The various kinds of Liberty, thus procured, 
may be the subject of some less confined Inquiry. 
On this occasion, I shall consider only one, but 
that of the nobler sort, Civil Liberty ; And 
^hcw, from Reason and Fact, that, where the 
spirit of the Lard is, there is this Liberty/. 

L 1. Truk 
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1. 1. Teue Religion, delivered in theGospel, 
and called in my text the Spirit of the Lord, 
recommends and encourages a liberty of en- 
nuiRY ; and supports and indulges the free exercise 
of Conscience. But men practised in the exertion, 
and habitutted *o the^ epjoygiientj of tb^se reli- 
Gious RIGHTS, can never long continue ignorant, 
or bear with patience the invasion, of their civil. 
The human faculties cm never long remain in so 
violent and upqatwXai a state, 3.S to hav^ their ope- 
rations perpetually defeating one another, by the 
contrary actions of two ^i^ch opposite Principles, 
as those xA Jreedcm and restraint. The one or 
other must, in a Iktle tkn«, oyer<:ome. Either the 
inveterate spirit of tyranny will viciate the purity 
of RcHgion, aaid introduce that Wind submission 
of the understanding, and slavish compliance of the 
Will into the ch vjrch, which it exacts in the St&te; 
Or else the spirit of the Lord will break down the 
barrier of aij unequal, despotic power, and bring 
into the ^tate, as well as Church, a free and rea- 
soiiable service- 

2. True Religion teaches, that its End is the 
happin'ess of man; in opposition to all the sua 
perstitious fancies of the false ; wMdi pkce it in 
rtie arbitnary, the selfish, or the capricious mani- 
festation of God*s power, or interest, or gloiy. 
And this naturally leading us to the end of civil 
Government; will direct us how to form a right 
Constitution, when we have, by the foregoing Prin-- 
ciple of free inquiry, already detected ^e injustice 

oi 
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^ the wr4mg i MAnch profesees to make the People^ 
for the eake of Che Prince. 

3, That equitable Policy, by which trve eeij- 
oioN govaro3 in the Church (and true^ as well as 
faise Religioxi must alw ay5 have a Church to govern) 
will further a.id u$^ wheci w^ have now found the 
end of civil community, to attain the 77ieum Jikewise» 
by copying, in civil matters, from that ecclesiastical 
subordination of authoiity and limitation of power, 
where the sovereignty resides in the whole body 
of the Faitliful; Not, as in the administiation of 
corrupt Religion, where a despotic Clergy constitutes 
the cHURca. 

4. But, above all, That grandeur and elevation 
of mind, that sublimity of sentiment, that conscious 
dignity of human nature, which true religion 
raises ; which Holy Scripture dictates ; and which the 
Spirit of the Lord inspires, will be ever pushing us 
forward to the attainment of those civil rights, 
which we have been taught to know by reason, are 
Ouns ; and which, we have been made to feel by 
experience, of all Ours, are the most necessary ta 
human happioesi^j. 

By these several ways, is the Spirit of the Lord^ 
or TRUE RELIGION, naturally productive of the 
great Blessing, civil liberty. But turn now to 
rtie reverse of the medal ; and there we shall find 
tf)e antipart of this divine truth; and read in as 
clear characters, that where the Spirit of popert 

is^ th^rt is SLAVJERV. 

Instead 
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Instead of freedom of inquiry and uncontroHed 
fiberty of Conscience ; instead of making the eud 
of Religion hum^in happiness; instead of an equitable 
administration of Church policy ; instead of that 
elevation of mind and conscious dignity of Human 
nature ; We are here presented with a blind sub- 
mission bf the understanding; with a forced com- 
pliance of the will ; and with absurd and super- 
stitious doctrines concerning God's despotic and 
capricious government; imitated, in its own hie- 
rarchy; and administered by an ambitious and 
corrupt Clergy, who labour to establish narrowness 
of thought, Jowness of sentiment, and base and 
abject conceptions of Man, created dfter God*s 
ifwn ImagCy 

IT. T proceed now to my second point ; namely, 
to confirm the foregoing observations, by fact ; 
From which likewise it will be seen, how natui'ally 
true Religion is productive of civil Liberty. 

f. When the fierce and free nations of the North 
dismembered and tore in pieces the Roman Em- 
pire, they established themselves in their new 
conquests, on one common principle of policy ; in 
which, the liberty of the people made, as it 
ought to do, the Base, and operating Power. And, 
erected on so just a plan, these Gothic Govern- 
ments might have stood till now, had not the rank 
influence of papal superstition so vitiated those 
generous Policies, that, when the great instruments 
of Reformation first appeared, they saw the Western 

world 
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world* as deeply lost in civily as, -m that from nwhidi 
they were appointed to free it, ecclesiastic slavery^ 
For the triumphant Hierarchy had amply revenged 
the fallen Empire on . tlie necks of its destroyers- 
But it was now wonderful to observe, how equal 
a pace, the civil and the reUgious ReformiEitions 
kept with one another. Wherever the influence of 
the Gospel reached, it never failed to redress thq 
exorbitancies of Government : While those placesi 
which continued sunk in superstition, still 
groaned under the weight of civil oppression : In 
a word, the aera of political and religious freedom 
was the same : So general is the truth of my text, 
that where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
libertj/. 

2. To this perhaps it may be o^yected. That as 
the Reformation of religion on the Continent was 
generally the work of the populace, and sometimes 
carried on in a very tumultuary way, it is more 
reasonable to ascribe the consequent regulations 
in the State to this lucky circumstance of popular 
fervour, than to any natural influence of the Gospel. 
But this objection will be seen to have little weight 
as we come nearer home : Here we shall find, that 
Reformation produced the same happy fruits, in 
England, where it was begun and perfected by the 
Prince; who can hardly be supposed to have formed 
desifrns of liberty, in favour of the People, against 
himself What regulations, therefore, in the ba- , 
lance of power, succeeded the reformation of the 
Church, we must needs ascribe to the sole influence 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



318 SERMON XVI. 

cf true Refigion. Now, whm the first fotindidons 
of it were laid smodgst ourselves^ we knew little 
move of civil liberty than the name. For tbougb, 
in Magna Charta, we had a kiad of Original Com* 
pact J as the last appeal of the People ; Thou^ the 
Udlorical and leg^ records of our Constitutioa de^ 
ctared os to be a free Nation ; And tlioogh we had^ 
from time to time, asserted oiir ri^t to freedcmi^ 
as in claims at lam, to prevent forfeiture from pre* 
0cription ; yet was the foalaVMre of power so ill ad-^ 
justed, by that undue inclination which svfek-^ 
6TITION bad made in propcity ; and by the more 
hurtful separaiion it liad eatablishcd between the 
tempcnral and spiikual Interests, that public Hberty 
lay at the mercy of a Court cabal, composed of 
Churchmen and Ministers of state ; where it had 
rarely room to breathe, but when the two interests 
quarrelled among themselves ; which they neve rdid, 
but when the crown refiised to share the tyranny 
with the mitre. 

Add to this, that he who fixed this foundation 
was a luxurious sanguinary tyrant*; who, tricked 
and deluded by the Court of Home in a scandalous 
pursuit of a papal dispensation, threw off in a rage 

the 

♦ — " For Henry the Eighth ; if all the pictures atid 
^ patterns of a merciless prince were lost in the world, 
** they might all again be painted to the hfe, out of the 
*' story of this king. How many servants did he ad- 
'' vance in haste, but for what virtue no man could 
^ suspect ; and, with the change of his fancy, ruined 
•« agaitt, no man knowing for what oiknee i How many 
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tke bishop of Rmi^B usurped suprmutoy : And, by 
ti)at ktty notwithstaiNHiig the accessbn of a kew 
in^PKttiACt td himself laid the first step to the 
de^riictioh of hi^ onn exorbitant power in tbc State 
In which we can nerer sufficiently admire and adore 
the rectifying Hand of Heaven ; who made arbitrary 
power bid in^trnment to lay the foundations of 
liberty; and employed the imiuoas pretensions of 
the Rmifk liee to introduce Reformation* 

5. From diis time of Qosp€l Ught^ a coysTixu^ 
riolif became seen and understood : And the Church 
made no advance to its original purity, but the Stale 
was the better for it, in some additional security to 
public liberty. In a wordi their intereats were now 
' fotnid to be so inseparable^ and the aid they lent each 
other so reciprocal, that, whenever the commoi^ 
£K£SiY formed schemes to the prejudice of the one^ 
He always began it ith some attempts against tl)e 
other. Thus, when the two first Princes of the house 
of Stuart aimed at a despotic power in the State, 
ihey first endeavoured to vitiate the simplicity and 
freedom of reformed lleiigiony by the pomp of 
JVonhipj and the servility oi papal Discipline. And 
a^in, when the two last of that unhappy Housf 
laboured to restore the Romish superstition, they 
tried to pave the way by ^ power of dispensing with 
the laws. 

In 

*' wives did he cut and cast off, as his fancy and af- 
*' fection changed ? How many princes of the blood, 
f with a world of others of all degrees, did he execUt)^ ? 
* Yea in his very death-bed/' &c. Rjjegb'g Pref. t© 
hisHist of the World. 
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In. the first of these important struggles, the de^ 
fence of pur happy constitution Avas intrusted to the 
i,aity: In the latter, it was assumed by the 
CLERGY* And ifi^cre we to judge only by events, 
these would be enough to expose the injustice of 
that clamour so frequently raised against our Order 
hy the common enemies of bur holy Faith, ■* that 
f* in all matters wherein public liberty is concerned, 
** the Clergy, either through malice or ignorance, so 
*' embroil and defeat the counsels of honest men, 
** as shews they are inveterate ehemieS) or at 
"least very unfit agents, of tb^. common rights of 
" subjects.'' \ * 

But I will not take this advantage. Nor does 
their cause or character require it. The truth (and 
truth can^ never hurt them) was this, The laity 
were new in tile trade of opposition. They felt their 
grievances too sensibly : They resented tljem too 
warlnly. They had suffered under many repeated 
«cts of injustice ; and the frequent promises of re- 
dress, which they had procured by a constant .atten- 
tion to their trust, they had seen as often violated. 
Successful opposition made the Spirit of liberty run 
high : and distrust and jealousy hindered them from 
finding any other safety than in arms ; though satis- 
faction had been already procured by the ordinary, 
legal way, of the Constitution. What followed was 
all madness and despair : till anarchy- and confusion 
shut up tlie dreadful scene of juridical murders 
and SPIRITUAL impieties. But, see now, the efficacy 
of Liberty and true Religion, when they have min- 
gled their powers together ! The ruined Constitution 
: / . , . . rose 
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ir6§e again hiore tSuddehiy Ihkh it fell : But, rising 
t)ut of k chaos, by the sdte fytct of its tiatufdl viK 
fue, unassisted by thetxperiferlfced band 6f Policy tb 
form and proportion its parts, it revived with thfe 
^ame imperfections that had occi^hed all thfe f)re* 
ceding cWkmiti^s. A melancholy presage, that the 
friend of libferty wei*e not, ydt gotten to the end 
of their labours. Such was the miscartifege of th* 

tAITY. 

But now thfe fctEftGt, when it cattife to thiif tilrnf, 
"Oh \k \ktet bctasion, to stand ih the gap Against op*- 
ptt&^otiy had ledrhed the ^eiit art of putting fheftr 
Enefny * in the wrbtig, by forbc?aring tb 6xcit6 the 
people t6 the last remedy 6f thfe Constitution, tiJi 
He had plainly shewn ttiat he was irifexofable, by 
fthning hifhself with a dhint right tb govern agaifist 
La\r. And e^n thed, groWn Wiseir by fornter fer- 
f Oi% both of thd^ own and of tbfe £.»%, thfey c^^ 
diictfed thertis^^lvtei §6 sagely, tbd directed others M 
tfemperately; that they tiot only I'ecoverAd theEsta*- 
fclishment from the brink of rum, but enabled thfe 
Legisiaturfe to repair and perfect those defects aM 
^eaknessfes l^hich had so often brbught it into that 
^bndition. This gave a nfew birth tb the Constitih 
tion, and fixed it on that solid basis of liberty oh 
wMch i^rfe now enjoy it; aiid which nothing, but our 
own iWlies, can unsettle* P(tf though it itiiy bfe 
6tii*red of shaken by the Appficatioft of aiiy tril!!<ig 
pbv^fer, yet, Kkfe that stncient iritag^ of Its state, tflfe 
todktng^siofte^ df Our atocestcrfs thd DatfitJS, fib 

* James IL 
Vol. IX. Y united 
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Aitdted force can remove it from its centre. For 
that exactness of balance which subjects it to tlie 
first appearance of danger, secures it from all real 
and substantial injuries. 

Amongst the benefits; this new EstaWishroent ppcv- 
ducedj the Church received, as it well deserved, 
its share; which was the removing frotn it that 
scandal to true religion, restraint on the consciences 
of men. But the Church of Christ never receives 
a courtesy from the State, that it does not, sooner 
or later, repay with interest Of which it hath given 
us an instance in the unnatural rebellion just now 
suppressed ; when every thing that is dear to us 
came suddenly, nobody kpows how, into hazard; 
and was, by the valour and conduct of a brave 
young Prince, under the maiufest guidance of Pro- 
.vidence, as suddenly retrieved. At this important 
juncture, no order of men better approved tHem- 
pelves to tlje State tlian the body of the Clergy; 
though all exerted an unusual vigour for its preser- 
vation. And to this wise and happy attachment, 

of a WHOLE PEOPLE TO A CoNl^TITUTION, waS 

owing, next to the distinguished protection of 
Heaven, the presei^vation of British liberty, and in 
that, of the Jiberties of Mankind, 

Thus have I endeavoured to shew, from reason 
and FACTj how naturally true Reli^on producetl^ 
dvil freedom: and,, when produced, how strongly 
it supports it. Which is a sufficient answer to the 
dull invectives of ignorant or malicious LibertineS| 
against CAmft'owi/y and its Ministers ; as if both 

were 
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were obnoxious and unfriendly to the cause of liberty; 
as if the end of Religion was to chain down slavery 
on us by conscience ; and the business of the Clergy 
only to fasten the rivets. On the contrary, we have 
seen, under the first head, how auspicious the true 
Faith is to free Government ; and under the second, 
how faithfully devoted the Ministers of that Faith 
are to its interests. 

It will be said, perhaps, that their merit to the 
State was very equivocal at the Revolution; the 
time when they most pride themselves in their ser- 
vice to it: For that their great object was the 
Church : with little regard to the civil Establish- 
ment ; whose reformation they retarded, if not en- 
dangered, by that absurd system of SvcciissiON', 
which they bad been long instilling; and whose in* 
fection then worked strongly to the disturbance of 
that august assembly then solenmly cmwemd for 
3ettling the pation. 

To which I answer, it is no wonder, the Clergy 
should be most solicitous about what was their pro- 
per care; what they best understood ; and what was 
tbeo deetned to be in most danger : That if they knew 
little of the nature and r%hta of Society, thqy niight^ 
bis. well excused, as they had been misled by a set 
of COURT DIVINES, who had betrayed and sacrifice^) 
the Principles of the reformers, to the practices 
oijajfm and Charles the First's Ministers; anda^' 
tiiey bad never been taught by experience, the bless- 1 
logs of a free Government, regulated upon true' 
principles. Nor is this candid repreaeQtation at tyti^ 

Y2 expence 
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cxpence ofjastice: For when nov^ become h^ppy !^ 
a Constitution, which they themselves had so large- 
ly contributed to procure, they naanifested, by their 
earty and unanimous assistance, in the late danger 
to the State, that they know as wett how to prize 
the benefits of free Government, as the blesstegs of 
pure Religion. 

On the whole, therefore, whether we consider the 
genius of Heligion, or the conduct of its Ministers, 
we mast needs conclude, That 'A^ere the Spirit oj 
the Lotd is, there is Uberty. 

IL 

Bttt HjBvjfcf.A-noir rarely give^ u» cnfe ^rtrth to 
eoifteinpl^^) witbenert enabBrig ^tKM^ td^ ptrrsue 
the argiHMc^it, to the disfcovery of rnioffier . So tt 15 
ifir the €t»t befciire u». The yery 1^*00^1^ of &iis apos- 
tolic proposition, that where the Spirit of the Lord 
a, fker& is Hberfffy ^fcews- the fact to be ittVeited; 
and, Ibttt ir*E»E Lii^^nrt isr, t»M?fe Js* rnt 
Sw&lr &F'imu Lo«50/ Le^ ^k mil liberty i^ f&f- 
i/mt^e tOr and nawrally pwdoctive of, ttne 
lUti^iM, Fwif, a^ hath, be^tt gafdj tvu^ Refigfott- 
bfe afesplctett^ to eft^ll fiberty by th^ sfmifer hwn* 
dlti^^ M t>W^ bc«b am e«AMiriied ; by ihe^&tM 
yiA%tM^: m ivfticb bbffy tte adtoiiii}i^t^ed ; by ifte 
life £iri> ttr #hfeh fctofh aJ^dh^eted; ftftd by tho' 
saifl^ t»iA«o«M»i*i? fl/M(^ hmnan fittultiesj i^hicb 
l»tfcn«tlrtlly p«i>(face ; it wHT ftfett foUWv, th«t rf«i? 
M&fyk^miis Mspid(m t(rtru&r^^ Softat 

- * •' whichevei: 
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wbidieMpr he.tijte fifrt estabUshed, it will, whea all 
foreign impedimcj&te are away, roake room for, aja4 
ii^roduce the ptber *. 

"* En rea[aa:dant la Religion Simpltment du cote de la 
politique, il paroit quela protestante est la phis con- 
\t»able aux rtpuhliques et a«x mofMrchies ; die s*accord^ 
le mieax arec cet esprit dc *liiieB7f q«i fait Fessencedes 
pren^ieres : car dune un 6tat ou il fout des negocmns, 
des laboiKeyrs^ des a^rtisana, dee soldats, de$ siijets en ua 
root, il cgt sttT que des citoiens, qui font voev de laiss^ 
peril' Tcspece humaiue, devienneht pcmicieux. Dans les - 
monarchies, la religiou protestantCy qui ne releve de per- 
Sonne, est entierement soumise au gouvf^rnement ; au lieu 
<jije la cathdi^m etablit un eiat spirituel, tout-puissant^ 
fccond en coimJots et en artfices dans Tetat temporel dii 
|>rince; 'que Ics piretres qui dirigent les consciences, et 
qui n'o^t de superiewr <jue le pape, sont ph>s maitres des 
peuples que la souveraim qiu les gonveine, et que par 
uoe aikkejsse u confondje les interets de Diew avec Tamr 
bitioa de« bqiBnies, le pape s'est vu souventen opposition 
avcc dcs soHvewins sur des sujets qui u'ctoient aucuner 
mcttt du ressoit (te rEgbsc^ Mcimirs d^ h Mciisnti d^ 
tiraudebaurgf p. ay^. ed. Svo. 

it is pleasanit enough likewise to see another writer, 
the celebrated M. Voltaire, a very good Githolic, wliom 
a phiksofhic Spi/itf an* please you, respiit vraiment 
^hUQsopidqHefhiXB taught to demise RiiVEtAxioN ; to see 
bin), X say, briiig this veiy truth to disa*edit both the 
Gospel and the liefpnmtiou. The latUr^ in his <^inloQ, 
only reviving that itEPia»i.icAjc spirit in the West of 
Europe, which the other first kiadled in Greece and Asia^ 
" Ne pourroit-on pas trouver pent-etre Torigne de cette 
*^ nouvelle pe^te qui a ravag6 la terre [la fureiu* des 
** gueir€s4e Religion] daixs j.*espejt BEPitcLicAiN qni 

y 3 *' anima 
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This inverted truth is, on this side as well as on 
the other, confirmed likewise by Fact. The Chris- 
tian Religion, on its first appearance, making its 
earliest and readiest way, through the fi:^e cities of 
Greece and Lesser Asia. 

But to bring the matter home to the pfesent oc- 
casion ; let us just take a view of the advantages 
which civil freedom affords for the exertion of tlie 
Spirit of the Lordj both in Jaitk and practice, by 
means of the two great principles of tiBERTY and 
justice; on which, a free State is founded and 
admmistered. 

1. The 

*^ anima les premieres Eglises i Les assemblies secrettes, 
*" qui braivoient d^abord dans des caves & dans de^ 
" grottes rautorit6 des Empereurs Romaius, formerent 
" peu-a-peu un etat dans IVtat. C'etoit un RBPUBLiguE 
" cach6e au milieu de TEmpire. — Les anciennes opiriions 

" RENOUVELLES dcpuis par LxJTHER, par ZwiNOLE, 

" par Calvin^ tendoient pour la plupart k detniire Tau- 
" torit6 Episcopate f & meme la puissance Monarchique. 
^* Cest une des principales causes secrettes, qui firent 
<< re^evoir ces dogmes dans le nord de FAUemagne oh 
" Ton craignoit d'etre asservi par les Empereurs. Ces 
" opinions triompherent en Suede & en Danemarek, 
'* pays od les peuples ^toient libres sous des Rois. Les 

" AnGLOIS, dans qui la NATURB A^lS L*ESPR1T 

" n'iNDEPENDANCE, Ics adoptcreut — EUespenetr^reut 
." en Pologne, ety firent beaucoup de progres dans /es 
" Hules miles oil lepeuple rCest point esclave. La Swisse 
" n'eut pas de peine k les regevoir, parce qu'elle etoit 
" Republique. Elks furent sur le point d'etre etablies 
" k Venise par la meme raison — Les Hollandois ne 
*' prirent cette Religion, que quand ils secouerent lejoug 

"de 
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1. The first advantage ariseth from the allowance 
/of free inquiry, which the maintenance of the rights 
Off conscience disposeth men to make in religious 
matters. By this employment, we come of course 
to the Author of Trutii and to the profession of his 
Religion in its purity : This was the case of those, 
who took the liberty before it was allowed them : 
Nor was their labour vain. Tliey dug through the 
rubbish of papal superstition, till they came to the 
pure fountain of Gospel truth. Free inquiry 
can never fairly, and of itself, terminate in unbe- 
lief. Intidelity id the natural product of restraint 
and spiritual tyranny, when borne by us with sus- 
picion and reluctance. For then we are apt to, 
reflect, and to reason on die triith and fitness of 
^e things imposed. And the least atteotion is suffi- 
cient to convince us of the absurdity of what we 
find thus violently established. But restraint not 
.affording us the means^ nor slavery the courage to 

penetrate 

•^ d6 TEspagne. Geneve ^tvint nn Etat populair, w 
-'^ dtvenuiU Calvimite ♦.." Here he owns, that as, in the 
former instances, Civil Liberty procured Reformation, so 
io this of Geneva, Reformation pi'ocured Civil Liberty. 
His assignation of tlie cause and effect is not exact. . Re-> 
formation was the coi^^ in Holland and some other places 
AS well as in Geneva. However, you have here an Enemy 
of Revelation bearing tesJtimony to these great truths, 

that WHERE THE SpiRIT OF THE LORD IS, THERE IS 

LJSERTY ; and that where liberty is^ there the Spirit 
4^'ihe Lord will not be long absent. 

*Le Siede de Louis XIV. Tom.. IL p. 185.. Lon4. 1753, 8vo* 
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penfitrate through inveterate errors into trufe, we 
run with blind resentment into a brutal lAfidelity; 
hurried forward by that ccMmmon infirmity of the: 
unstayed mind, wl^ch perpetually inclines it to fall 
from one extreme to another. HexKce it is we see 
France and Italtf overrun with the wor^t kind of 
Deism, There our fi^yelUng Gentry first picked 
it up for a rarity. And, indeed, at fwst, without 
much maUce. It was brought home in a cargo of 
new fashions : and worn, for some time, with that 
levity by the importers, and treated with that con- 
tempt by the rest, as suited, and was due, to the 
apishnes^ of foreign manner? : XiU a set of i^lemn 
blockheads, grown insolent by liberty ^^ and malicious 
by unsuccessful attempts towards distinction^j abused 
the indulgence of a free Government? in reducing 
those vague impieties into a system. And. so it 
^as, that licentious ignorance came to be distin-- 
guished with tfi^ name of F^EEf^xmNKiNG. Thus 
liberty abused^ we see, comes to the same issue with 
liberty oppressed. They both terminate in Igno- 
rance, with this pnlv difference, tb^t the one is 
the ignorance of the Few, and the other the igno- 
rance of the Many. But that these are not the 
genuine fruits of liberty, appears from the example 
of the best and wisest ]Vfen> whom it hath ever con- 
ducted to the knowledge and belief of R^v^lation. 

2. Nor is civil liberty less firiendiy tq the mo- 
iiALiTY, than tp ti*B DocTKiNE, of the Gospel. 
The Government of a fre^ State is administ«»ed by 
a system jpf equal JUws j fpuocted in t^egen^^l 

maxims 
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uia?;ii;n5f of Justice ; and otyectiye to the (^ommoii^ 
good- Fpr all States aye admipistevod by thp smnp 
principles on which they are erected* Nqw a har 
feitude to sudi law$ mi»t ne^^s eimble men to jwdge 
TOQTe truly, ajid to think rnpre favQumbly, of the 
i^rallty of the Gospd j ^cJely calculated to pw- 
ipQte ^be peace, and. to multiply tlie blessings of 
mankind. For a3 tp thftt incongistence, betwe^ii 
the maxims of pqucy and ueligiox, w affect- 
edly insinuated by those who would palliate tjicir 
Yicions practice, or recoinmend their impious opi- 
qions, it i& no wher? to be found, but in the ad-^ 
ministration of despotic Goveroment^, or^ of tho^e 
mongrel free ones, which, forsaking the genius of 
their institution, act like nuchas are most arbitrary. 
And, indeed, how could the maxims of Policy 
and Meligion be inconsistent? Unless there were 
DIFFERENT ROADS to happimss hevc^ ns'th^sup^ 
porters of this pQ.radox pretend there are, to happiu&m 
hereeifter. But since the temporal good qS Man, 
whether rising, 9s in Religion^ from the acts 0f 
particulars to the whole ; or descending, as in societ^^ v 
IVom the ads of the whole to particulates; aineo 
this, I say, can only be procured by the appUeatioa 
of the, same invariable pFinciple3 of NATirRAt jus- 
tice, we must needs conelude, Tliat true Policy 
and Religion are not only perfectly consistent, but 
(as was the purpose of the foregoing account to 
shew) mutually beneficent 

Thi^ste • f eeiprocal advantages, ari&ing from thv 
very Bdii^ and Nature pf either i^^titnliQw, «re 

one 



Digitized by 



Google 



330 SERMON XVL 

one part of that mutual aid and support, so milcb 
spoken of, which Religion and civil Government 
lend to one another. 

A second springs from the natural influence of 
tiicir respective powers : And there is yet a third, 
which is derived from the artificial application, and 
interchange of those powers. But of the two latter 
parts, I have elsewhere discoursed at large * ; and 
mention them in this place for no other purpose than 
to give light to an acknowledged Fact, employed 
to enforce the application, proper for this glad so- 
lemnity, in which we celebrate the divine mercies 
for our lafie providential deliverance. 

ni; 

Now the sense of these fnercies should always 

>ise in proportion to the consciousness of our own 

demerit. And this will naturally draw us to 

that only acceptable return of service. The refor- 

mafion of our lives and manners. 

The unhappy condition of human things makes 
the greatest goods of providence most liable to abuse. 
The moral State of the People \s now felt by all, 
and apprehended by many. For, blessed be God, 
our condition is not yet so desperate as to render 
us insensible. 

It is a FREE Government only that attains the 
end of Government; which is, so to improve the 
Hiind and accommodate the body, as to make ai' 

* See The Alliance between Church and State. 

rational 
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rational life safe and elegant. Its equity allows 
free inquiry, wliich leads to truth ; and its policy 
encourages commerce, which produces plenty. Bui 
men grown wanton by prosperity, abuse the liberty 
of thinking, 'and the fruits of industry ; so as to 
indulge .every wanton fancy of the mind, and every 
vicious appetite of the body. From hence arise 
InfuJelity ?md Luxury, the two capital evils 
of our infatuated countrymen* 

The height, to which they are botli arrived, 
cannot be aggravated ; and need not be particu- 
larly described. The case is notorious, and con- 
f fessed. So that nothing remains, on this occasion^ 
but to exhort you, from motives of the utmost cozi- 
sequence, now at length after Religion hath done 
so oiucli for you, in producing liberty, to let liberty 
do its part, and produce the Spirit of the Lord; 
that is, a reverential regard for that which gave 
birth to liberty, Revealed Religion, and a moderatt 
use (such as even natural Religion prescribes) of 
these good things, which Commerce, the offspring 
of liberty, hath procured for us. 

I. We may consider, therefore, in the 6rst .place, 
how unsuitable it is to the nature of civil Freedom 
to fall back into the slavery of vice and error, to 
which tyranny had kept men enthralled. The ex- 
cellency of civil Freedom consists in its power of 
emancipating the mind as well as body ; and making 
the whole man dependent on himself. For what 
matters it to be Exempted from the chains of a pre- 
carious tyfa nt, if we still continue slaves 10 the 

capnc# 
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caprice of our own corrupt nature ? We are freed 
by Providence from the unjust dominion of ^ 
Master, that we may ergoy the blessings of Nature 
in that just measure in which they are bestowed 
n[)on usi. But can this be done amidst the excesses 
of Luxury and Irreligion? The enjoyment of 
good implies pleasut^e in its use* But ail pleasure 
arises from these two sources, the passive sensatioti 
and the reflex act. In the first, moderation con- 
stitutes the pleasure. For those agreeable sen- 
sations, which the appetite to good provokes, and 
the possession of it gratifies, are all lost and dissi- 
pated by excess ; which produces, instead of plea- 
sure, disgust and loathing ; every racking distemper 
of the body, and every inflamed passion of the mind. 
From the second source, the rejlex act^ arises bur 
grateful meditation on the Giver, And what ge- 
nerous mind is there whose pleasure, in the moderate 
Use of worldly things, is not doubled by the con- 
sideration of tlieir flowing from the kindness of a 
friend^ whose affection for us is always operating 
for our good ? How high then must he the rapture* 
of the religious man, who considers all he enjoys 
as the gift of Him who gave him life, and preserve* 
him in being. But all this pleasure Irreligion 
destroys ; and leaves nothing in its stead, hut an 
imsatisfactory indulgence of the grosser appetites ; 
much below the brutal, as it is haunted with the 
dismal apprehensions, of a miserable reverse: a 
reverse not in his power either to prevent or retard^ 
as it is, upon liis own wretched principles, the 
caprice of Chance, or thje fixed order of pestiny; 

whicb 
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^'bich fa for ever clouding or shifting tlic^ scene. 
Thus tinsuitable to the ends oi Freedo^nare vke 
and error. 

They are no less inconsistent tvith the character 
of a FYee-Tfian. It is the Free-man's glory to have 
tindicated the dignity of hatnan naCufe, in shaking 
off • oppression, and becomirtg his otvn itwtSter. 
This is indeed his glory. But if he stop here, hi* 
sweat and blood are spent in vain. Had he a 
body only to take caro of, he had done his M^ork, 
when be secured it from outward viblence. But 
Hannanity is not an empty carcass. Its nobler part 
is ian informing mind ; the guide, the director, and 
final object of its operations. If he suffer this to 
be brought into subjection, all his boasts df 6ut- 
ward Freedom are childish and impotent. 

Yet shall this wretched victim of Luxury and 
Irreligion look high ; and pretend to pity ^the Sx- 
rAO£, who hath never got, and despise the SlaVe, 
^ho was unable to preserve, the niighty blessings 
^ Social life and Liberty. But let Them speak 
fot themaeltes: Let us hear them in their turn, 
^nd observe how easily they confound his miserable 
Vanity and Arrogance. — ^* And why,*' says the 
Samgt^ " t^Hl you aflfect to pity me ? Do not I 
** use the gifts of Nature just as you employ the 
" bcmefits of Society? Whatever diance hath 
•* thrown! in my way> or my honett toil hath pro^ 
f cored, I waale kid«ed, and devour with an in- 
•* fetftfierate and beastly appetite. But are you 
•* mone humane or cir<;umspect, after having amas- 
'* sed the spoils of your Country* or succeede^d to 

" the 
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*' the patrimony of your Ancestor;^ ? You may 
"' disguise, indeed, our common brutality under the 
" civilized language oi sacrificing to your gmius: 
•* But ypur riot is the more insufferable^ as your 
" pretended arts of life have taught yoja to pre- 
•* serve, to improve, and to. multiply the blessings 
" of Providence^ so as to make the enjoyment 
•* lasting and diffusive. Whereas We waste them 
" just as we receive them from Nature s hand, 
** rude and perishable : being as unable to preserve 
** or improve them, as to me thetn with vtoderation^ 
*' Moderation, that art of life, which, sensible 
•' experience tells tis, njust . needs be tlie leader 
^ and conductor of all the rest For, whatever 
** difference there may be, in other respects, be-. 
** tween Society and Savage life, they agree in this, 
**• that want, distress, and misery, are the certain 
•' issue of luxury and riot. But here, the untaught 
" Indian might set you a lesson. The patience*, 
** the fortitude, and resignation, with which. we 
•* bear the wants, we bring upon ourselves, astonish 
" the civilized beholder. But, if he tell us true, 
" of what passes in Cities, the issue of your luxury 
" wears a very different face. The. first approached 
** of distress make you restless aqd impatiept. 

'* You 

* This character of the savage is common tb all the 
natives of South and North America, as our voyagers 
and missionaries agree. — ^^Gloutons jitfK^'it la voracitei 
quand ils out de quoi se satisfaire; sobres, quaiid la 
necessity les y oblige, jusqu'k se passer de,.tout, sans 
paroitre rien desirer. Relation d'un voyage dans TAme- 
Hque Merid. par M. de la Condamine, p. 52. 
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** You quarrel with the Government you are so 
** vain of; yoa despise the Rulers you iiave chosen ; 
*^ you trample on the Laws you had so hotly de- 
^* manded ; and, unless the relief be speedy, your 
^* ^ddy madness drives you on, till you precipitate 
" yourselves into that condition, you so much affect 
** to pity, a State of Nature: Indeed, so cir- 
** cumstanced, of all conditions the most pitiable: 
" For this which, with us, is a State of Peace ^ is, 
'^ with you, as both^ the politician holds, and the 
" people feel, a state of war and madnessj where 
** every man's hand is set against his God and his 
" brother." Thus might the Savage answer. 

Nor has the Slave of arbitrary power loss ad- 
vantages in this contention, while he thus addresses 
this vain idolater of liberty ; " You triumph in your 
*^ generous exploits; when, in vindication of your 
^^ own freedom, you retrieved, what you call, the 
" scandaj of human nature, the lying patiently at 
** the foot of a tyrant. But cease these emply 
" brags, and attend to your gains. What baye 
^* you got, good man ! by shaking off oppression? 
" Have you shalcen off, with it, those Impieties 
** that make oppression heavy, and Slavery indeed 
" a scandal r If the plague-sore of irreli^on, that en- 
" deniic evil of despotic governments, still continues 
" to corrupt your notions, how miserable is your 
** boasted freedom! You are Only accumulating 
" guilt, while you thought to reap the fruit of your 
" labour. Glory or profit you can pretend to none. 
'^ That fortitude of reason, which led you to Li- 
*^ berty, hath betrayed you in the pursuit of Truth: 

'{ anil 



Digitized by 



Google 



336 SERMOJJ^ XVL 

" and thosd unsightly errors yoli h&v6 eiribraced 
**^ in its stead> suficr you not to enjoy the blessing 
** you had so greatly purcbas^^d. Ydu borrow our 
•' vices, while you despise the stav^ry that produced 
«' them ; not considering thftt our abject state gkfibrds 
** some exeuse for these disorders, which your 
^ happier situation tenders ^ unpardonable. You 
*' have light to lead you to the source of truth ; you 
•* have liberty to profess it Error is of a piee^ witli 
^ the rest of our foitun^s. And i^ like b^a^td of 
«* burthen, we are to tnpVe as our cohductors drive 
•' us, it is something more tolerable to drudge on 
** blindfoid> than to hftve the uneasy prospect of a 
•* better way, which we are not permitted to pur- 
•* sue.'* Thus far with ju^Jtic^, might those^ i*e 
most pity and despise, recriftiinate upo^ u«. 

In a word, without freedom frotft i)ice and irror^ 
the rest is but the shadow of liberty. At best, but 
as the ornaments of dress to a dfetertpered body, 
dbsurd and cumbersome; though, to onditi strength 
and vigoui", they become the preservation of health, 
and the improyetnent of fiatur^l beauty. 

i. But if wb^t we owe Outt^lveb and the dignity 
of our common nature will he* move us; we should, 
at leiist) consider what we owe to PfmdeMc. Oiir^ 
caae, how light soever we nisty mdke of it, h a little 
tmcommon. We fii^ outselves iti possesiiiOtt of 
the greatest humfen good, oivii ani> religious 
liiBxntt^, at It time wheo almost all the rest of 
inankind lie ift rfavery fend error. This is ta ordi- 
rittry metoy. Nor b thi;^ Conceit the effect of that 

vulgar 
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vulgar prejudice to country or opkionSj which 
always iftclines men tb overrate theif own advan- 
tages. It is a Factp W^ feel : a Fafct, We sde : 
a truth whfich all (he conclusions of reason support; 
and the united voice of experience confirms. So 
that if there be any thing certain, thi^ is not to be 
diiiiputed, That we Englishmen (how unwbrthy so- 
ever) are At present most indebted to Providence of 
the whole race of mankind. 

Ndr is this all. The bestowing these blessings 
on us was but the earnest of God's favour to ^i. 
His election of us for the instruments of his glory 
is more clearly seen in his preservation rf us, at 
every important crisis, when human power and p6* 
Key, as in our late deliverance, seemed combined 
to our desti*uctioii. Of which; whoever doubts, 
inust be either very ignorant of our history, of vfery 
ifeady to call in question God's moral government 
Not that we are to fancy ourselves, on these ac- 
counts, the peculiar favourites of Heaven. But 
rather that we hear it speaking to us, as it did 
sometimes to the Jexvs^ I do not this for your sakes^ 
O house of Israel^ but for my holy namds sake. 
It is possible we may be selected by Providence, in 
these latter ages, to preserve the memory of civil 
liberty amidst a slavish world, as the home of Israel 
was formerly, to keep alive true religion amidst an 
universal apostasy. , And, if this be the case, we 
betray our trust as well as forfeit our obligationi^ 
Whdn we neglect to make a suitable return. 

But, on whatever footing we receive our blessiUgSi 
cut debt of gratitude b the saaie: wliidi^ at thi< 

"^oL IX. Z tinja 
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time especially, calls upon us to consider seriously 
how we shall best address ourselves to discharge it. 
Right reason tells, that the most acceptable way of 
returning God's mercies, is to apply them to the 
attainment of tliat further goody which they are 
capable of producing : Especially when, in tlie 
nature of things, the mercies given are only the 
means; and that further good is the end. We 
have shewn, that civil liberty does, above all 
otlier blessings, afford us the largest helps to the 
improving ourselves in the principles and practice 
of TRUE RELIGION. How desperate then is our 
ingiatitude, if we neglect to make the best use of 
so happy a situation ! a situation which enables us 
to advance as far beyond our neighbours in piety 
and virtue, as we are placed above them in liberty 
and power v. And if, instead of applying these ad- 
vantages to the purposes for which they were in- 
tended by Nature, and directed by Providence, it 
should be found we have only abused them to the 
inflaming our impiety and luxury, what name can 
be given to so horrid a profanation ! an abuse of 
God's, mercies sp strangely unnatural, that though 
experience makes it familiar to us, yet retired 
Reason stands aghast at so inexpiable a prodigy. 

3. But however indulgent we may be to those 
idle notions in theology, which i)romise us impu- 
nity for our transgressions of the law of God ; we 
yet would blush to be thought so ignorant in phi- 
losophy, 9iS not to know, that there is no escaping 
the ruin which follows the violated or Jcr of things. 

Nature, 
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Nature, to which our libertines fly, from the 
God of mercy, is more stubborn and vindictive. 
We have shewn the mutual aid and support which 
true religion and civil liberty impart to one another; 
and the necessary connexion established between 
them. We always find, that when civil liberty is 
gone, the religion of the sovereign takes place; 
that is, toy kind of superstition fitted to the support 
of arbitrary power : and slaves are ready to receive 
even the worst. Again, the fall of true religion, 
whether betrayed by Superstition or suffering open 
violence by Infidelity , draws after it the destruction 
of civil liberty. 

How Superstition helps it on, hath been shewn 
in the former part of this discourse : and how In- 
fdelity (that is, a contempt both of the principles 
«nd practice of religion) precipitates its ruin, is seen 
by all who understand what effects impiety hath on 
the security ; and luxury on the stability of Govern- 
ment. These are old beaten topics, which the com- 
mon sense of mankind hath made current in all 
ages. 



IV. 



I shall attempt, therefore, to illustrate and inforce 
this truth (which one may justly reckon amongst the 
first principles of true politics) by an observation 
not so commonly attended to, " That though Im- 
** piety and Luxury he the certain bane of civil 
** society in general, yet they are more speedily 
'^ destructive of a fiiee state^'' 

za Tfje 
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The two immediate supports of Government 
against inward and outward violence, aii6 punish- 
ifESt of offenders^ and rvn-osfot the public e^t- 
pence. Now, irreligioii and luxury hinder tkfree 
Siate^ more than any other, frdm making these ne- 
cessary provisions: as, in sucih a State, thea?«- 
victmt of the guilty, attd the exactum of subsidies, 
atre fegtilated and restraintgd by equnl and 6iitab&lted 
laws. 

The enlarged Wants, and inflamed appetitieil of 
itten in social life, have so impfoved their cunning 
ill the arts of secret injustice, as to evade all the 
force and resentment of human statutes* Mere Re- 
ligion comes in aid of the Law, to frighten men> by 
the terrdr of an invisible Judge^ from those criiiles^ 
which escape the notice of the Magistitife. 

NovV, take off this reistraint, arid see the (BflferSnt 
effects it will have upon aj^ee, arid- ,a ^esfpofit 
Government. Th6 Latter* hath found, in the V6iy 
genius of its constitution, a speedy and vigofous 
remedy to this evil, by (what goes for nothing witfr 
an arbitrary Magistrate) the violation of natufai 
justice, in the use of the rack, and conviction 
on doubtful evidence. Which, though perhaps be- 
gun in the wantonness of power, repeated to gratify 
some oblique interest, and continued out 6f habit, 
were at length found so necessary a bukriiie to dis- 
order, where Religion had lost its hdld, that It became 
a maxim in these sorts of GovefftitieiitS, " that i£ ^vaS 
'' better ten innocent m^n should stiffef, than (hat 
** one 6fferider should escape," And on thi^ maltim, 
Ihey have long regulated their ^diriinlstfation of dvil 
justice. 

On 
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On fche other hand, ^free StatCy not only de- 
nouweth the crime3 it punishes, bty written Law3, 
but presciibeys ^id luijusts the proof of them by 
ej^plicat paodes of invariable prs^ctiee. While the 
prosecution of th^nj is c^ried on by established 
Forms, regulated on puhiic equity, and the. national 
jystice of ^ vhpte comn^unity. This, with ^lU its 
g^eral i^ses for the security of particulars^ cannot 
but ^pat^boldf^n the secret contrivers of evil : which our 
Iiaw s^enqs to h^ve been aware of whe^ it endea- 
voured to hide the inconvenience under a inaxi{n 
founded in its nati^rfd lenity, ^^ that it is better twice 
" ten guilty persons should escape, thaji one innp- 
" nocent man suffer *•" A maxim, though be- 
CQiping the genius and digiuty of a free Society ; 
yet at the m^ time it hetrayjs the want of soine 
re^trpuning' Principle, which may co-oper^e with 
huinai) I^aiwSi. So that when Religion is gone, which 
only c£^n affprd a principle adequate to this sexvipe, 
we «e^ in what a desperate condition the be^t 
G0v€tmmept$, bec^^^e th^y ^re the best, will be 

■ Again, with regard to the support of Government 
against foreign injuries. In a free State the pubUg 
subsidies are the ^ of a delegated legislature ; and 
^o .of C9urse, the . voluntary contributions of th^ 
People : Which generally will be restrained in too 
Jight ^ proportion to their abilities, rather than 
p3^tcnded to . the nec^sjptie^ of the ocQftsipn. Now 

^ Mallem levera viginti faciaoroi^oB mortem pietate 
ftTf^fare, qij^ J9Rt«ia imum injusite condemiiari, PoH- 
TfiScyjB, de Jiai^ibiti ^eg^pi Anglii^ C, aefvii. 

z 3 when 
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when a free People are debauched by luxury, 
and impoverished by the expence which must 
feed and supply their excesses ; and consequently, 
are become both unwilling and unable to answer 
the public demands, To what distress must the 
State, in such exigencies, be reduced? 

But it is not thus in a. land of slaves: where 
the blood and sweat of the people make part of their 
Master's ' exchequer : Where what is deemed the 
wealth of the Country to-day, becomes the Court- 
treasure to morrow : where money, by the magic of 
arbitrary power, is transformed into fdry favours ; 
of one value when issued out ; and of another when 
called in again. 

Now this being the consequence of the >zsta- 
BLisHED ORDER OF THINGS, it is no wondcr it 
should be inevitable. For why did God establish this 
order, hut to fix such bounds of right and wrong as 
should serve for the direction of mankind? On the 
contrary, might events happen out of, or contrary to, 
this course, then would God's providence no longer 
govern, nor man's purposes have any aim ; but the 
moral world would fall into a chaos as incapable 
of observing the law ordained for its direction, as 
the natural was in that state from which the al- 
mighty fiat awaked it, and called it forth •for 
creation. 

On the whole then, my brethren, if you have 
any regard to your character of free subjects to a 
lawful Prince, of grateful worshippers of a beneficent 
God, or of rational dependrats on a well-ordered 
System; you will, in good earnest, set upon re- 
forming 
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forming those horrid abuses which make vicious 
Free-men a scandal to those sacred relations. Re- 
member, you are called upon by all that is excellent 
in Humanity, by all that is holy in Religion, and by 
all that is right and fit in the Order of things. And 
should you still continue deaf to the united voice of 
Nature and Gract^ that which is out of Nature, and 
reprobate to Grace, the only things you have left, 
atheistic chance or fate, will prove utterly unable 
to snatch you from this impending ruin. 



«4 
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O^ TW NATURE OF Tm MARRUQE 



WBAT OQX> HATH JOINED TO«£TH£R, LET VO 
ICAK FUr ASUNDBIL 

GQ P, 85 Creafor pf ^ WoricJi is AutlM)r of 
the. foff^tUiitm ^ }^AT;vviM.i iw) W W»1frf 
Qgmerftof < the Worlclt he 19 Aulthor of fiie -cpipR 
stitution of Gkace. It is impiety, therefpre, U| 

ivl^er it i^ by p^wg ^mf^ »^ ^^ A^^ 
JoMW? together^ tjip crime here foifeWden; pr l>y 
jc4niAg together wh^l^ God hath p^t f^^qder ; whicb 
j^ jgsacral^y tbP next step in IJiis progpiea^ of bumiw 
£;iUy, For wbea i(ieq hftye dissolved th@ est^bU^he^ 
camt»9i(liw3 w«4e l^y God, their pFwediflg »tWB»te 
ipyitp ^9m, w ^eir subfiieq^wt ^we«i^ #8w 
tbei9 9Q9 ^P W^ Qt)b^ of 4be»r ovm. 

l^^^e^spiain ^Prppept^njyteKtiRite 
gewDEal iwpprt; ^ tbep cop$i4w it «f »pp})Qd to 
the particular occasion on wlii^t^il ym 4$}^yisffiiit 

Amongut 
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Amongst the more important combinations in 
the comtitution of Nature^ God hath joined to- 
gether^ as Cause and Effect, Virtue and 
Happiness, Vice and Misery. Now should the 
CIVIL Magistrate so far forget his. oflSce of 
God's Delegate, as to annex rewards to Vice, and 
punishment to Virtue, hie would incur the double 
guilt of putting dsunder what God hath joined 
together J and of joiifing together what he had 
put asunder. 

Again, God hath joined together, as relative 
AND CORRELATIVE, Children's obedience to their 
Parents, and Parents' care and support of their 
Children. Here too should the civil Magis- 
trate, like the Jewish Priests witii their Corban^ 
infringe upon the first, on pretence that the Public 
had need of all the Children's service ; and on the 
latter, on pretence that it halii need of the purses 
of the Pfitrent ; he would be equally guilty of this 
impiety. 

All attempts to separate what God hath joined 
together in ^e constitution of Grace hath the same 
wickedness and- folly. God hath joined together, 

AS the FOUNDATION AND SUPERSTRUCTURE of 

one Church in Christ, the. Jewish and the Gospel 
dispensations. But should particulars, when 
embarrassed and perplexed with difficulties arising 
from certain circumstances in the Jewish History 
and Religion/ presume to violate this Connexion, by 
denying any necessary dependence of Christianity 
upon it : what would this be but the profane 6epa<* 
laticm here ccmdemned } 

Agmn, 
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Again^God hath joined together, as the gift 
AND THE CONDITION OF IT, Belief in Jesus the 
Messiah, and everlasting life. A connexion, which, 
in the language of Divines, is called justifying 
Faith. ' But should particulars, from their igno-. 
ranee, their imperfect conception of the true nature 
of the Christian dispensation, or from the injury 
which the abuse of this doctrine hath occasioned to 
virtue and morality, venture to deny that it is faith 
alone which justifies^ such men would assuredly 
incur all the guilt of this impious separation. 

This is but a small specimen of the numerous 
cases which might be given of the folly and per- 
versity of men, in rebelling against God, and violat- 
in<» the constitution of Nature, and the economy 
of Grace. But it is enough to shew what mis- 
chiefs attend, and what impieties accompany, the 
separating by human will, or by human Authority; 
what God by his will, or his nature, hath joined 
and united. For what can be conceived more de- 
structive than to violate the settled order of things ; 
or more impious than to counterwork the designs 
of Him who established that order? 

But to come to the particular occasion of the 
precept. 

The Law of Moses, for the wise ends of Pro- 
vidence, indulged the Israelites in the use of Poly- 
gamy and Divorce. These, which were allowed- 
, them for the hardness of their hearts^ had, by length 
of time, and the corruption of their manners, still 
further degeperated into ^jnore licentious abuser 

80 
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so as to stand in need of the iiniiDadyension of Him 
who came to Juffil the Ltm and the Prophets. 

He more obliquely reforms Pollffffin^y by qb- 
serving that^ at tbe Crea4iony tfie human race began 
by a male andfemak; and that these were made 
man (mi '^^ *• He more directly copdepans their 
practice of Dioorcey . by observing that God had 
pronounced^ Tkes twmn shQ¥ld be me Jlesh t« 
From whence he infersr 1iMwho^>e%ier ^11 ptft 
(wojf his wtfe^ exc^f it beJor/arfticatiMs and shall 
marry another, commits adukertf, and whoso mar* 
rieth her xvhkh k put mo4^^ doth commit adultery X • 
for that God having joined them together on thos§ 
terms, it was impiety in man to alter the ccmditioQ; 
of the contract : What God (saith he) hath jmne4 
together y let no man put asunder. 

That it is hi^ly criminal, tber^pre, for humaii 
Authority to put asunder those whom God in matri- 
^lony hath m^Q one, is aillow«d mA confessed on 
att^ands. 

The oqly question is, wfixN tbe two Parties may 
be 3aid to be fnvajoimd together, or made one. 

To determine this, we ahoidd ctxvuder Mae^ 
BIA6E under all its forms. And, first, in its most 
simple idea, diverted <>f iffi r^ti^ to rem^kd 
Religion and civil Society. 

This uoi«n ig, wi itpd^C pwtly >w^fl/, wad partly 

• $0 jEar aiii rejprds thf cmditi^n^ t^iiat ii^ the prot* 
h^itod deifies > and thi^ «9^ ^e pipereation of the 
ppecie^j^ ijt bold* «f »y«ft<r«: Itt what ccmcems the 

mutual 
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mutual aid tind support of the parties, aiid tfeeic 
distinct claims to certain rights and privileges^ it 
holds of Society. But Nature and hufnOn Society 
Hone seem not to have determined dther agaan6t 
Polygamy or Divorce. i 

Reveakd Religion and Civil Governtnent soon 
followed. They were introduced to perfect human 
Aature accoixling to thek several characters. What 
additions or regulations they brought witli tb«na is 
next to be considered. 

Religion declares man^iage to be the union of 
one to one : and the reason given is, that God at 
first created only one of eadi sex* It declares the 
ufticm to be indissolvable ; because the female was 
made out of the substance of the male. And tKus 
marriage, from a natural^ became a religions union. 

Civil Government requires, that to make 
private contracts (in which Society is affected) valid 
and binding, they be entered into and executed by 
prescribed and public forms* i . Because tlie minis- 
tiy of public justice is to compel tx> the performance 
of them : so &at it is but fit it should prescribe the 
conditions of tlie act it is to vindicate. 2. Because 
some contracts, as this of marria^, have civi} ri^ti 
and privileges annexed unto them. 

Thus we see. Marriage is of a mixsp nature; 
in part a saicred ordinance, in part a human insti- 
tution. It hath both a natural^ and a sociiU efficacy : 
Considered in a natural light, as an union of mde 
and female, from whence all tbfe charities of hunlaa 
life arise, it is a religious contract : Consiidered in a 
aocial lights as creating new relations and 6onnexion% 
all of whkfa have tbeii' distkvqt rights and pri^ilig<}^ 

aasigned 
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assigned to them in civil life, it partakes of a chil 
contract. 

This distinction is marked out to us by the nature 
of things; and confirmed by LaM^s, divine and 
human. 

What then, it may be asked^ are the distinct parts 
which God and the Magistrate claim, as their 
peculiar, in this solemn contract ? It is from God 
that two are made one by an iiidissolvable tie : and 
this is the Law of Religion. It is from the 
Magistrate that this Union, ordained by Heaven, is 
executed by a solemn form prescribed by the State : 
and this is the Law of Society. • 

In confirmation of what is here said, it is remark- 
able that in the Jewish Law, where all even the most 
minute matters that concern religious rites and cere- 
monies are circumstantially prescribed ; nay, where 
the most exact directions concerning the legality and 
illegality of Marriages are delivered ; it is remark- 
able, I say, that there is no Form of the marriage- 
ceremony : though the Ritual Law abounds with 
all other forms tliat relate to Offerings, Lustrations, 
and Sacrifices. The same sage economy may be 
remarked in the Gospel. Though Jesus, as we see, 
reformed the abusive practices crept into Marrit^, 
yet he prescribes no Form for the celebration of it : 
as he has done for Baptis7nand the Lord's Supper. 
What is this but a plain declaration by the Founders 
of both Religions, that the Form of celebration 
belongs to the civil Magistrate ? 

From all this, it necess^ly follows. That till this 
sacred Union, instituted by God in Paradise, be 
sealed imd confirmed by such rites and ceremonies^ 

as 
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as the wisdom and policies of civil States direct to 
be observed, God hath not joined any Pair together^ 
according to his holy ordinance : and that the ob- 
servance of such rites and ceremonies is essen- 
tial to that union which he declares to be indis- 
solvable. 

To suppose this Union may be authentically 
made in die present state of Religion and Society, 
without the iutervention of the civil Magistrate, 
leads either \o fanaticism or licentiousness. 

Tlie only two conceivable means besides are, 
Either God's revelation of his purpose to the parties 
concerned, as in the case of the first pair : Or else 
his declared sanctification of the natural desires, and 
private agreement of those who come together by 
sensual impulse, without the intervention of the 
Magistrate's allowance, and the sanction of his co^ 
operating authority ; so as to make their private act 
God's act, and thereby erect it into tliat religious 
Union, which he forbids human power to disturb 
or violate. 

To expect God's extraordinary appointment, 
would be opening the door to a new species of 
fanaticism, which, inflamed J)y the most violent of 
our natural passions, would know no bounds. 

To give the prerogatives of a sacred union to the 
private , desires of the two sexes, would disturb 
Society, by rendenng Succession preciarious, the 
Relations which arise from marriage uncertain, and 
the Rights and prerogatives annexed to them unde- 
terminable. 

In a word, the one would dishonour the sanctity 
of Religion ; the other would disorder the harmony 

of 
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of Civil life. And therefore we may be ^ure God 
hath not done, nor will do, either otie of the other. 

We return then to our conclfi&iort, That the 
marriage-bond which Jesus, in my te^t, forbids 
man's presumption to dissolve, h h contfact s6 
VIRTUALLY circumstanced w the Laws of Helicon 
6rdaih; and so formally Executed as the Laws 
of each particular Society prescribe. 

Where either of these requisites are wailtiftg, it is 
not that iTnion of which God is pleased to call him- 
self the Author ; and which he forbids mecn, on any 
other terrtis than that which the Rel^ion of his Son 
pescribcs, to dissolve. 

From these clear principies^ and thi^ certain dp- 
dactiM, we collect the jtistice and Religion, as well 
as ejpedience and true Policy of a late salutary I^w 
solely calculated for the support and ornament of 
Society : by which the just riglits and Authority of 
Parents are vindicated; the peace and harmony 
of families preserved; the irregular appetites of 
Youth restrained ; tod the Worst and basest kind 
of seduction encountered atld defeated. Imekn, that 
sage provision, whereby alt pretended Marriages^ 
not soten^ni^ed as the Wisdom of otJit ANCiENt 
tbiN'STrtuTiON diretits, Are rendered null and void. 

Pot the dissolution of a mock-marriage not ett- 
feted into with the previous qualifications the Law 
of Nature enjoins, noi* executed by the public forms 
which the Laws of Society require^ is i^ fer fitmi 
putting asunder those whom God hath joined to^ 
f ether y tbat it it is duly breaking an insolent and 
disorderly coiifedetdcy in Bcentiousness, where 

God's 
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O0d>^fi^.SatIclioor. ifnA: tbte Ma^sbmtth^ AuthoHty are 
eiGfuaUj?^ insulted :; aiid' by a; omm too whiob icwieedr 
savours the most of that very impiety we ace M 
compiepdably, anxious to avoid : there being noting 
which God bath more insepai^ably united than the 
obedience of Children to the care and protection of 
Parent?, 

. And. if the indulgeiace of former times hath con- 
firmed su^ch irregular and lawless combinations, 
\vliich tWs I^w condemns and dissolves, it pro- 
ceeded on wrong and mistaken . notions concerning 
the nature of Marriage. For Popish policy ha^ 
tmmed this Union into a Sacrament; and Protestent 
simplicity had,' by way of interim, given a kilid pf 
authority to those Canons in whidi the systeea 
of that policy was contained. But now, that the 
true ..priaci pies of natural Law and reoeetkd ReJigiQ^ 
have made this solemn and sacred contract bettor 
understood^ and that the abuses of it were become 
intolerable, the Tyisdom of the Legislative found it 
necessary to provide the efficacious remedy in qjjqsr 
tion; the only one which, on mature coasideratien, 
was fouBid to be effectual. And it is. worthy our 
nolicie, that this, which was the more immediate 
object Qf their care, is contrived with so much pra? 
vident sag^ity, that, had it been their dSrecter puK? 
p08^ to seek a means for restoring the ciangtit^ 
OF MiVERiAaE to its ancient honour*, w€ cannqt 
conceive a more effectual method tjian what this 
very . remedy has provided. The thing? wWch tpost 
contribute to e^acite reflection, and to impress iw^ 
and reverence for any solemn Rite, being all here 
Vol. IX. '■ • ' 'A A* " ^ " scrupulously 
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scrupiiloufly required; such as previous caution; 
public notoriety, open celebration, and uwell-at- 
tested record. 

With matters of policy we have nothing to do, 
any otherwise than as the truths of Religion come 
in question, by their being actively or passively 
concerned. And therefore I should here conclude 
what I had to say on this subject, but that a very 
Inateri£^l objection to my general argument is sup- 
posed to arise from the express words of Scripture. 
This is within our province; and, I presume^ I 
may be permitted to examine it. 

My argument proceeds on this principle, that 
MARRIAGE being in part a religious^ and in part a 
mvV contract, it must, in order to give it its essential 
efficacy, be entered into on such terms as Religion 
enjoins, and completed by such forms as the Civil 
Magistrate prescribes. From whence it is inferred, 
that the mutual agreement of the two Sexes alone 
is not sufficient to make a legitimate Marriage, 
either in the sight of God or of Society. 
' But, to this it is objected, That the premisses must 
needs be false, since St. Paul haih expressly de- 
clared against the conclusion. ^' Know ye not (says 
" he) that your bodies are the members of Christ? 
** Shall I then take the members of Christ, and 
** make them the members of an harlot? God 
" forbid. What, know ye not, that he which is 
*' joined tx) an harlot is one body? For 
" two (saith he) shall be one flesh. 5ut he 
«* that is Joined to the Lord is one Spirit *." 

_ . * I Cor. vi. IS, x6, 17, 

*« Hence, 
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*' Hence, say the objectors, it appears, that no 
wiore than tlie mutual agreement of the two Sexes 
to come together is necessary to give this contract 
its most essential quality, namely, indtssolubi-' 
LiTT, since the Apostle declares that the two sexes 
meetiog, or at least living, in Concubinage (a state 
Societies disallow, and therefore a contract in which 
the Magistrate doth not interfere) become onk 
body; the very circumstance which makes an m* 
separable union.'* 

To understand the weight of this objection^ we 
must consider the Apostle's manner of treating his 
subject. — ^To shew the great enormity oi fornication 
in a professor of the Gospel, he employs, for one 
of his topics, that essential property of MarriagCj 
the making the two parties, oncjiesh or body. 

By FORjiiCATiON, we will suppose him to mean 
frequenting the Steu^Sy or that more decent indul- 
gence of the irregular passions called Concubinage. 
And then, according to the sense of the objectors, 
lie lays down this position. That every whoremonger 
qnd harlot become onejlesh and one body^ by virtue 
of the holy ordinance of^ Matrimony instituted in 
Paradise. A position, which not. only disturbs 
and violates Society ; but, by confounding Concu- 
binage with Marriage, and making them one and 
1^ same, leaves the Apostle notliing to argue against, 
even in the height of his resentment at a criminal 
association, which this very topic is employed to 
aggravate. 

But this is not all. The Apostle, accordbg to 
this interpretation, makes one of two^ where Jesus. 
jk A 2 ' makes 
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rnahs tw^^one> For the Saviour (A the world al- 
lows JbrHication for a sufficient capse pf i&vorcc. 
So that the crime is made to have two cootcary 
effects at once. 

Again, if fornicatioa nuibes me, of two; then, by 
God's Jliaws it is both commanded and ibrt»ddeiL 
For we are directed to make that union, wheneby 
tWQ become, one, in the iii|troctlon to increase and 
multiply; and yet we are warned, agpin and again, 
to flee fornication. 

Siface therefore the sense which supports the ob- 
jection abounds in these absurdities, we must seek 
a reasonable meaning elsewhere; That is, in' the 
Author's context, and in the course and tenour of 
his own reasoning. 

St. Paul, in order to expose the enormity of for- 
nication ammigst Christians, considers every man as 
the member of Christ's spiritual body ; and every 
man, living in fornication, as the member of a har- 
lot : a profanation which renders the criminal un- 
worthy of the spiritual union with Christ. But then, 
to make the Corinthians still more sensible of tfiis 
profanation, he sets before them the closeness of that 
Spiritual union ; which, in his accustomed manner, 
he infbrces by analogy to the thing propfariing. Just 
as, in another place of this Epistle, he exposes the 
profanation of the Lord's supper when joined to an 
Idol-feast, by a comparison between w^at those, 
two Rites h^d, or were supposed to have, in com- 
mon *. But the union of Concubinage not so well 

* See the Discourse on the JiOrd's Supper, in the Xth 
Voliune.' ' - ^ 

fitting 
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fitting his purpose as that of Marriage^ he ernpfoys 
the latter to inforce tlie enormity of the former, 
and, without stopping to change the tei*ms, con- 
tinues the use of the word Harlot, to pifedicatc ot" 
ber, what is strictly true only of a J^ife^ namdly,* 
that he which is joined to her is one body. 

This seems to be a fair account of the Apostle'ii 
iUufetration. * And the manner of expressing it is al- 
together Suited to that quifc'kiiess of coiyception^ 
ajfid'"i*ipidlty of argurifiehtatioti, which distinguish 
this gre?it Apostle^s reasoning. ** tie was a mart 
" (says Mr. Locke) of quick parts srfid warm tem-» 
**^ per ; mighty well versed in the writings of the Old 
^ Ttstdmenty and full of the doctrine of the New. 
^* All this put together, suggested ntatter to him itl 
^' abundance, ori those subjects that catne in his 
^' way. So that one may consider him, when he. 
^ was writings as beset with a croud of thoughts, all 
^ striving for utterance. ^In this posture of mind it 
*^was almost impossible for him to keep a slow 
** pace, andbbserveminutely that order and method 
" of ranging art he said, from which results an 
^ easy and obvious perspicuitj'--*One »my see his 
** thoughts were all of a piece in his Epistles : hi« 
^* notiofns were at all times uniform, and constantly 
*\ the same : though his expressions very varioiis. 
** In them he seems to take great liberty. TP^is is' 
^ Certain, that no one seems less tiedtcp to a form 
*^ of words ♦.'• '\ 

The character heiie given of 3t PatrFs kna&rkige^ 
ghews him to be too welt viersed both in tfie* Jewish 

. * Prefece tP hig Commentary on St. PauFs Episdes. 
4 A 3 and 
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and Christian dispensations to ascribe the isse)itia( 
attribute of mahrfage to fornication or cm- 
cubinage: and yet his gerntcs made him very 
capable, amidst a torrent of thought and crowd of 
expression, to use one term for another, which had 
in them tliose ideas in common of which he m anted 
to make use. 

But it may be thought perhaps a much easier, as 
trell as juster solution of the difficulty, to suppose 
that, by fornication, tlie Apostle meant neither 
freqtienting the stezvsy nor yet concubinage ; but a 
formal marriage; tliough within the Jewish prohir. 
bited degrees. 

It is certain that this was the general term which 
the followers of the Law employed to design such 
marriages. And we seem to have a very eminent 
example of it in that famous apostolical decree 
which commands '* to abstain from pollutions of 
" Idols, and from fornication, and from things 
" strangled, and from blood *.'* For this sense of 
tlie term removes a difficulty which will for ever 
embarrass the Decree, while fornication is under- 
stood to signify vague lust; whereby ^\x\^ positive 
and moral are confounded, and put upon the san* 
foot of obligation ; either making abstinence from 
fornication temporal; or abstinence from things 
strangled and from bloody perpetual. 

But in the place in question the sense seems yet 

more evidently determined, IhQ fornication, the 

subject of this sixth Chapter, plainly refers to the 

fgrniaaion described in i)xtjifth. " It is reported 

* Acts XT. ao. 
' " "commonly 
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*^ commonly (sajs the Apostle) that there is for- 
^ nkation amongst you : and such forniccrtion that 
*^ is not so tntich as named amongst tiie Gentiles, 

^ l^HATONB SHaULD HAVE HIS PATHEr's WIFE*." 

The crime in question therefore appears to be a 
MARUiAGE, on the prbdples of tiie Jewish Law, 
incestuous. ' 

And thus the objection, which stands on a sup- 
jiosition that StiPaul is speaking of concubinage^ 
in wfiich the marriage-ceremony does not take, place, 
nor consequently the Magistrate interfere, comes to 
nothing. And let not the Apostle's calling it such 
a species of fornication, as was not named amongst 
the Gentiles^ induce us to think it such a Marriage 
as the Gentiles eslieemed illegal, and consequently 
an union the civil Magistrate did not authorize, 
which would bring us round again to concubinage^ 
from whence we set out :. for by these words he only 
meant that it was disreputable and scandalous 
amongst them, not such as was contrary to the 
Laws t* * 

' ' ^ ■ ■ . .• 1 Qqx, v. 1. 

'\ " That the man-ying of a Son in Law and a Mother 
^ in Law was not prohibited by the Laws of the Roman 
" Empire, may be seen in Tully:: but yet it was looked 
** on as so scandalous and infamous, that it never ha^ 
^'any countenance from practice. His words, in his 
*' oration pro Cluentio, ^ 4. are so agreeable to the pre- 
^^ seiit case, that* it may noi be amiss to set them down.* 
** Nubit Genero SocruSf tiullis duspidii^, nullis auctdribtis, 
** scelus incredibile, et; prater hdnc unam,'in &nmt vkiSf 
^inauditum!'' Loc^e, on the pla^e^ ■ 

■ A A 4 The 
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ISheJkmmlim tt^n^m ^ueaiioB^iKEls a toeiidfibnis 
imfTHtge^ And beidii;;tiltoge(iier< uxisuitabfe to a 
Chnbtiaa's proSmmoi^ tve fkid ^. \kat Ahe offender^ 
onSt. PahI^s FemoD9tranc^> tock MyMxAa^^ihe 
J^viKS of dtvoKie the» In use, ilo>stffiiT hifi penttenoe. * 

Al> itbaBBfom^ lee J£iqiD:ifirqm.liiifi:fapaQi]6 C^^ 
is this general truth> corroborative of the^&cegoiog 
argument, tlmt where, a pretended M^rriagjsjs so- 
lemnized, in ddiance of any Law, divine ox: human,^ 
which has a. right to regulate the terins of the con- 
trfictj it never was that uniop which God declares 
to be iijdissolvable, but one virtually vpid. at the very 
^[lakin^j ^nd that the enacting its dissolution by a 
positive Law is oqly declarative of the Law of right 
re;ason and Religion concerning it. 



^S9ift 



F O S T S C R I P T. 

TH E tendency of the foregoing Discourse is to' 
shew, that thp l^eg^sjafure, in the Law cod- 
ceTOi^g ,]Vf airiwgg, }\'j^ €9 for frojn , mjeettli^g tbe 
rig|bte'>G^ iWigktti^ Hodt it mi^j^ipi wd i^forood 
ftetii; Ther Leigii^ajtiire has^ indeed, beea cfefefiddd 
0n other principles; 

It has been said, Ihattfiis Law, which annuis 
illegal Marriages^ concerns itself only with 
l^jil^lr ^i^iie^ not with t^e cob- 

msifS!p(^ ^f ,ih9 ft^fti^.j^ JMjfhq, ni&y;.^ J^i iiQm^ by 

♦ Sec the second Episfle to the Cbiwithianii/'chap. ii, 

1 :-^ / ^^ 
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the.ieli^iK.of ^ cantraet, whea all tbe cmtitie* 
are di^solii^d. And this: casuWtry, it seems, ims the 
^uthoiity'oCthebiahops Stilunqfleet aodFLEST- 
Iv^oop for ks support The former of these learmed 
men ex^i^esses himself in this manner: '^ M^rinfg^, 
^^ being a contract of a civil and public »ituiie» it 
^^ is very juBt and fitting that tlie Civil Society and 
^/ the ChristitfQt. Church shocrld appoint riiles and 
V order* for the dcocnt perforoiance of it» and.majf 
^' appoint penalties to tbe breakers of those niks; w 
^ far a^ to illegitimate the Children bom of fiiich 
'^ jxmrriages^ which is tmtimg the contract as to tbe 
^^ civil effect of it But I do not see how dtl^r 
^ Chiurcb or State can null the Contract as to 
f Conscience, so as to make it LAWPut vq% 
'* SUCH persons to ma&by others*.'* 
, Thas determination, >vhen applied to viodicate 
this act of civil power, seems to have a very ex- 
traordinary 83poct ; as fixing the imputadion of inr* 
^iry^ to Society and Religion, in the very attempit 
to tiarow it\off. 

It intaagtes the Parties irregularly contr^tjin^. 
bebrreen two Authorities. They are dein'ived by L4W 
ef all the civil benefits ccmsequent on Marria^t 
and are al; the same tinie bound by Conscieocis to 
bold the contract indissolvetble. • 

If tb^ follow Conscience, Society lis like to soffit 
by throwing bars in the way of the marriage state: 
If they follow Convenience, under tbe ^Iter of 
Jjiw, they violate the duties. of lUligion. 

It is of moment, tberef^e, to examme a dootrioe 

♦ Miscell. Discourses,* p. 73. ' ' 

supported 
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Sttf^rted by so reverend Authority, and which ap- 
pears to be attended with i^ch manifest absurdity. 

I apprehend the conceit may have arisen from 
not distinguishing a real difference in the genera) 
nature of Contracts. One kin^ tliere is into which 
a Man mai/ laxi fully enter, without observing the 
conditfons which the laws prescribe to contracts) it 
undertakes to support and vindicate. There is 
ttsotlier, into which a man rmy not lawfully enter, 
without observing the conditions. 

Of the first sort are tliose which concern the sale 
atnd alienation of real property. If such be transact- 
led by a verbal form only, when the law requires a 
wrifteny I apprehend no civil effects will follow ; 
though the parties be obliged in justice and good 
faith to perform the terms of their agreement. 
' Of the setond sort is that of Marriage. If this 
be entered into by any other form than what the 
Laws of Society prescribe, no obligation will follow^ 
m Conscietice. In the preceding Discourse I have, 
attempted to shew, that Marriage is of this sort : 
tbat^ without the sanction and concurrence of the 
Ma^trate, neither divine nor human laws pennit 
the parties to enter on the contract. The legal 
incapacity therefore occasions an original nullity, 
which a positive law only declares and supports. 
So that Conscience is, in this case, no further con- 
cerned than to oblige the Party deluding to make 
civil reparation for the accidental injuries accrumg, 
by his profanation of the rite, to the Party deluded: 
But as to the. Contract itself this not receivingjts 
essential quality of indissolubility till made on the 

terms 
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terms ii^hffifa' cini iiLws prescribe, it tv^ noH aiyd 
w>kl fromrtHeibeginiiing. / ^ ' > 

: The:authbriiy of .parebb, the harmony of familie^ 
the peace of Sotiefy, all seem to require the dig*- 
solution of 'perscinal contracts ^of this kind illegally 
tran^cted^ Tiae wisest! of ali LlaWgiverS hits folly 
declared Ibiihaelf to be of this opiaiob in a case 
purely and entirely religious, in the mcki awful o£ 
all cbntracts. Vows made to the Almighty: For, 
18 conformity, to the genius of the MosaicvRd^ioii, 
God indulged his chosen People in frequent con-' 
tracts or * ibtertobrte with Irim, by Vows. Now 
the Code of this Diviiie Lawgiver ekpressly djecree^ 
that ^^ if a woman vow a vow unto the Lord, and 
" bind herself by a boiid, being in her FATHERfa 
** KOU&E IN HER YOUTH; and her Father hear her 
*.* vow, and her bond, wherewith she bath bound 
^* her soul, and her Father shall hold bis peace ^ 
*' her ; then all her vows shall stand, and every 
** bond wherewith she hath bound her soul shall 
*^ stand* But if her Father disallow her in the 
** day that he heareth : not any of her vows or 
*' of her bonds, wherewith she hath bound her soul, 
^* shall stand : and the Lobd shall forgive 
** her, because her Father disallowed 
" HER*." He goes on, in the same manner, to 
give the like privileges to the Husband. 

Here we see a bond, in its own nature the most 
irrei^issible, entered into according to the genius^ 
and by the direction, of Religion : Yet if it be op- 
posed, though but by human considerations, by^ 

♦ Ni^nd)ers xxx. 3. »eqq. 

tiiose 
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time to whom the cdntratting party owes doty ami 
obedience, and under whose cat^ and protectkxt 
^ iieoaains, k becomes void as if it had been never 
mi^de. The Parent, or the Husband the natural 
Goardian, may confirm or annul it^ just as he sees 
convement : but it never became a real indissot' 
Table bond, till, by their acquiescence, it had recci^ 
||3 essential nature. 

On the whole, it appears, that there are Itd/o kinds 
of coDtracts in use amongst men; ode of which it 
is not so much as lawful to enter into without the 
ma^trajke's allowance; aad«of tins kind is Mak«* 
KAGE, which therefore, so irregtilarly made, be^ 
eomes mill and void from the bcgmnmg. The 
otiier. kind may be lawfully transacted^ without 
ibUowiDg &e Magistrate's prescribed rule ; and there- 
fere, thi05 indeed^ will bind ia conscieitarei thoo^ 
M civil effecti arise from it 
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C H A R G E, 



MY REVEREND BRETHREN, 

IN the simplicity of the good old times, whea 
the Clergy first met their Bishop, who mi^ 
be then said^ in every sense^ to do the honours of 
the Assembly, He held it incumbent on him, to 
inform them by what means this relation had sprung 
up between them ; that it was neither clerical acti- ^ 
bition on his part, nor court intrigues on the part 
of his Patrons, which drew him from his beloved 
obscurity ; but a mere sense of the Church's want 
of good Governors, that had induced the State to 
force out his reluctant merit into so eminent but 
hazardous a Station. 

This was an ancient custom, and a good. The 
^acquaintance between the Bishop and his Clergy 
fcould not commence more happily than in the in- 
formation he gave them of tb^ confessed importance 
of his cbai|icter* 

In 
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In course of time, this friendly confidence was 
found to have its inconvenience, which, by degrees, 
brought vn the disuse ; and this wittiout much 
violence on the communicative disposition of the 
Diocesan : For now the Clergy were become little 
curious to know how, or from whence, their Bishop 
had dropt down amongst them ; and he as little 
disposed to tell them a ridiculous or unedifying 
«tory. It was enough that they met; and that their 
meeting was to their mutual content « 

This it could not fail to be, as it was devised for 
fcese two good purposes ; 

First, That the Bishop might from time to time 
remind his Clergy,, thus assembled, of tbeir obli* 
^tions to the faithful discharge of the pastoral 
care. 

* And secondly. That he might . receive,, iii return, 
their best advices for the good government of his 
Diocese. 

But this latter purpose, whether through the mo- 
desty of the Clergy, or the sufficiency of their Dio- 
cesan, is now forgotten, A neglect much to, be 
lamented, as the two duties have a close connexion 
with one another : yea necessary to support and 
maintain that harmony which should always subsist 
between the Bishop and his Clergy, while every 
return pf this tiiennial meeting'becomes a mutu£^ 
interchange of good offices. 

Believe nie then, my Reverend Brethren, that t 
shall always esteem your counsel and advice as the 
most valuable mark of your affection and attachment 
tQ me. 

But 
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But inveterate custom hath so long prevailed, that 

these Meetings are now entirely taken u^ with th« 

first part- only of their destined purpose — the Dio- 

' cesan's exhortation to the faithful discharge of the 
pastoral care. And though somttimes his discours« 
miy^have deviated, and not a little, from the oc- 
casion, yet the title,- common to them all, still keeps 

' up the reaiiembrance of the thing : the name, 
CHARGE, implying that they had once a common 
subject, and that subject the pastoral care. For 
the name is not taken from the decisive harangues 
bearing the same title, in civil Judicatories^ where 

-the presiding Magistrate explains the Law to an 
uninstructed audience, or inforces it to the inferior 

.Ministers of Justice. Nor yet from a command or 
Charg€ which a Lord and Master imposeth'dn his 
Servants ; but from that tender and pathetic exhor- 
tation of St. Paul in his pastoral letter to the 

Thessalcmians " You know (says he) how we 

" exhorted and comforted, and charged eveiy 
'* one of you, «5 a father doth his (^fWir*ew, that you 
" walk worthy of God, who hath called you to his 
" kingdom and glory*.'* Thus are names some- 
times of use to call back deviating or depraved In- 
stitutions to their ori^nai rectitude. 

A Charge from this pkce, therefofe, which did 
not first and principally exhort to the faitlifiil per- 
formance of this capital duty, would want much of 
its essential integnty.-r-Literary acquirements, a zeal 
foe the present government^ personal mbrais» and 

• i Thess. ii. 11, 1%. 
^ Vol. I^. B b soundness 
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«QUQdness io tl^e .or^iodo^ £|iti^, o^y Jhi^ (heir 
turns on this oQc^sipn ; )t)y,t a9 mtms ^y t^ tkis 
cfipital ewrf. 

Let 0ie never forget, theiiefop^, ^^ pf ajl to 
e^o;rt you, mth sdl the wwrfofJE^ an^ eei^egbie^ 
becQmi^g ypur Piastjor and Qvef^eer, I& |i^y ^ etriet 
attention to this principal w4 9tMfi)Eu:tf^|5^ 4ttty-^^ 

Put n^en I have done this, I reekojQ, J h^yy <feiie 
^l fi)isX is neccissaxy on so beaten a sutgep);, aii4 to 
;so well-instructed an Audience. If a^y ttHjoig fiir- 
ther l^ waj^tingy it will be only to cagitiop you^ in 
the discharge of it, against U^pse jtw^p extr^n^ of 
ten^pex; Itfkciv^rpme^ ^nd fanatic zefll: Il^s m:- 
CQ]itpftnie4 with a x;aoro9ie severity itf ipann^s^ ivladi 
}fi^<^ even tl;iie Gospel-inorala iiQanB^blf ; That? • 
^i^ dissip^Jtiop apid iovie of pleps^re, wbi(:b j^iM 
sc^Ad^l to tl)e souD^er pait of yo|ir jNoc^f 9(A a 
bad fX4aipl(3 to the ^unsound. 

TPiie pa$torfll care^ thcf efpre, we wMl W^f^QSe to 
be .^ve^^ oyr vjei^^^d the pleasing ^jctet^ofiiil iour 
^bouxf. Wh^ the youpger part Qf yo|i ii^ay AiapAy 
w/tnt, is pnly to be^iss^^te^ in the bei^ peana ;*o *bis 
end. You v^\ occasionally n^fj to ba>$e j( ,<^|Aiwed 
tpyw^^^w ypyr P>^n if^t^rity^nifir9i9 bostiwi- 
litates tliis care, by pwcuijE^ y^u ^ .efit^^jsm m4 
reverence pf your Flock — ^^Hpw t^^eft^nf ^ W^^* 
inowfej^fiyaa ei^Ue ypu tp liurw a %ife toW4l 
your JPpld, thajt s^a^l bar ^all frntm^^f^f^^i^i^f^ 
vbp^^ie/ ^Jfituftl !pr literary; to bigfifvy, vh^Hm 
TeligioM? or .civil ; |p jift^eUfy, ^kf^fJB^^IS^^ 
or immoral,— And lastly. How the soundness of your 
faith will secure yaufroai lobouiing in vain. In a 

word. 
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«QFd, yov amy need ocofsiQiifiUy to be iitt>tKiated, 
ia vhat maiiaQr the gv^ work of salvalicm 11^ be 
BAOQiBplishis^ to the be^l advaatage : Ytxa tvill ¥&ie\y 
Brad tq he kiforwed of the unportanc^ of the work 
kself. 

Give, me leuve, tfaen^ to tales up otie of these 
t0pip6 fer jDUF pneaent oonsidepation. 

And, ^ the hest huttian security, i know, agaiiMft 
the mificbiefs just oqm enumerated, is, superior aU- 
fyies in tbf iearmng ^ ffour pr^esswn, I s^all 
choose to sebct Axi$ for ^ subject o( my dis*- 

And purposing, hi^i^eafter, to hazard my dioughts 
mocanmg the hesi method ef sffufymg Theokg^^, 
I desine, tiiat what I npw say may be uudersitood 
aa addmiaed tp yca^ tt^e younger pfurt of my 
jprotbi^ea c The eldeF bdng better qualified to give, 
ho^wver Deady^ in their modesty, they may be to 
receive, advice on. this imporlant subject. Indftc^ 
to 1;h««e nsveFcnd men I might well remit tiie care 
af ^npitriioting their younger Bre&ren, did i not cra^ 
aider that adssffe ^Qd direct im may possibly come 
}vikh eouiQWhet more authority, as it ccslainly oomep 
^itb:Biore sokamily, from this plaea 

I would, 6uppQfie,iRom the circoms^aiioes kpA of 
yanr.pmatB ^^ public oharagter, that there is no 
occasion to excite you to the puitsuit of xvow- 
x,£;DajB; leapeeiaily when, fh)mtt|je.dr€iimstance$^ 
ilm times. lilEewiie,. both ycnit private ami public 
Qhtxactfiv so much need this omameqt and defence^ 

*See eoaduding Article of follpwina; Volume. ' 
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Use and habit in your privatie character, one wouki 
liope, should naturally keep you attached to these 
pursuits: your education (to enable you to sustain 
with decency your public character) having formed 
your mind to abstract reflection; and given it the 
needful jAy towards speculative meditation. 

But unhappily, by too short a view of things, yoa 

ha;ve been apt to mistake the Completion of your 

■academic courses for the completion of your tbeo^ 

logic studies: and then; by a false modesty, have 

despaired of knowing more than you would suffer 

those august places of your education to teach you. 

r Were it iiot for such mistakes as these, your 

habits, concurring with the leisure so bount^fly 

bestowed upon your station, would have enabled the 

former impulse to keep you moving in that literary 

,(X)urse ; till fresh impulses from increasing knowledge 

.had fixed you steadily in that orb which you are 

.appointed to ienlighten and adorn. 

I And tKs LEISURE, , which is so peculiarly your 

own, is not, like the other means of knowledge, to 

be employed with indifierencei or n^lected with im^^ 

punity. You may cast aside your books ; you may 

withdraw yourselves from learned instriiction ; and 

'still possess your ignorance undislu^bed. But your 

JekurCf like those spirits wiiich ma^cistns are said 

to raise; «nd know not how to set on work, will 

IhauQt and terrify you till you find it in employment; 

if not to the benefit of your neighbour, yet, like 

those wicked spirits, to his harm and mischief. For 

nothing is more dreadful to the imagination than 

Ti]|C£ still attendant and unoccupied. 

' lAyr 
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Lay-gentlemen have many advantages of you in'- 
the disposition of their leisure; if they neglect t6' 
employ it usefully, th^y niay yet waste it \vithout' 
much scandal. The decency, the dignity of your 
profession will not suffer you to be the companion 
of their usual sports and dissipations, ^ Nay, could 
you in honour partake in their amusements, yet the 
slender provision for the support of your order will 
disable you from figuring amongst them in such a 
way as only a gentleman would choose. 

Now here, the noblest, as well as cheapest amuse- 
ment (if you should happen to'mistake letters for 
nothing more) lies open to you. An amusement, 
which, unlike those other inglorious ways of eluding* 
the business of lifey neither clouds the mind, nor 
enervates the body: But gives strength to the cor- 
poreal, and adds vigour to the intellectual faculties j 
for application to letters leads us into the habits of 
temperance; and advances in philosophy help qs to 
subdue the more disorderly passions. Hence the 
profession of learning is iseen, above all others, to* 
reward its followers with length of days; a vigorous- 
dd agp being observed to be the morepeculiar lot 
of reverenced letters. 

Nor is it merely long life which a pursuit of learn- 
ing procures : for long life^ without honour, the 
generous mind would disdain to make its choice. 
No; WISDOM provides more amply for its vota- 
ries. Happy (says the illustrious King of Israel) 
is he thatjindeth wisdoniyand the man that gettefh 
mderstandihg : length of days is in her handy and 
in her right hand riches and honour*. And, 
* Prov. lii. 13 & 16. . * 

B B 3 in 



Digitized by 



Google 



374 eHARGE to the CLERGY of 
iQ times like these, so eagerly aspiring to the prize 
of superior.knowledge, who tvijl dare to stispect thai 
riches, and hanour are not th^ constant fruits of 
men s successful studies ? 

But be this as it may. A noble mind will pursue 
msdovif let the reward of his attainment of it be 
never so uncertain; since a Churchman, who neg- 
lects to gain honour by letters, is siire to fall into 
contempt. If i lay-gentleman, of no learned pro- 
fession, chooses to be illiterate, he lives >iithout a 
species of reputation^ which few esteem a defect in 
his character. If a lay-gentleman of a learned pro^ 
fession be found tlius wanting^ he is only neglected 
and forgotten : But let a Clergyman be once noted 
for his ignprahce, and so strong is either the geoersd 
malignity to his order, or the inforoed sense men 
have, of its inward dignity, that such a one is' held 
up^ through life, for ttie common object of contempt 
and derision. 

These are the motives which should dispose yoU|^ 
us gentlemen, brou^t up in the study of letters, to 
persevere in the same pursuii^ for the support and 
ornament of your character. But as men professing 
sacred learnings there are others, still more forcible- 
The honour and reputation attending the acquire- 
ment of wisdom is now no longer, a mere personal 
concern; it reflects honour and reputation; on the. 
tiody to which you belong. Yet still, this is to be 
understood only of those studies which relate imme> 
<iiately to yolir ministry. For a Clergyman to follow 
other stuaies, 1% in the attempt, disreputable, as it 
has the look of neglecting or deserting the interests 
of your^wn Body: It is, in the issue, fiiiitless, as 
15 the 
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file itiAjgb t6 whicfi men arri!^ in studiies foiie%R to 
ibfk ptdfesAoti k tarely constd^i^la Let a Chorohi 
manb^sy htnaMlf itf law, and his ajtibitioh tiffott 
ierttkihatid iri a toleriibte Justite of the Qaoitrmc^ 
Let hiflli ftirinise hUnself fai the art of physic^ and' he 
neViBF fides high^ than d YHinigb-dkyctiot 

% tfaiH famafit^ desertion df the studiesr of hi^ 
Mi&ig, be trans^sses fikewise c«ie of the pldneM^ 
^cepts of inoral duty. E^py member of a^ so-' 
^iety ties undefr a Cftcit obKgaKion to cokisfciU m tM 
firsft {ilaee, the imputations hont^uf, and benefit q4 
tbid ^i^ty. But this duty can be discharged nto^ 
otherwise by us, than in prosecuting sisTch studies &» 
ilijfty bi^t 4iEit}f& to illustraite and support those ^rin* 
c^e^^ of knowledge and wisdom oh which th^ pracv. 
i&tie 6f the i^roffesj^idn b established. 

Yet lurfhief: Sitoii aft OTO not only stapds ih-' 
d^bfeU to hi&s6di«y,b\it Kkewise to himiself. EVery 
^iiculfir is^ by tbi same r ufte of moral duty^ oblijgied 
f6 eiatiii^e cdreferfty the grounds of his profeigsk^^ 
to ef^able lifRi!i tb discharge that peil'sonal service i& 
#hl^ h^ h6imA tiiiMself ifheti he entered into it; 
• TIj* Ia#yef; *hb employs ini tito6 iii natdWff aAdt 
mQ!th€ihiihtik ^quiri6^, will be ill qualiftid t<> (idjliSl 
tSie due* tfegrete* of mtitA 6videncfe, oii *hi4h the 
ihter^^ of his dfenfe ]»)r«lcip^'depefidif: AiM ft* 
fihysidalri who tut hs poel, Sfecie the uSe elf bhairfhf 
hath beteh stefiarated ftoto the art of healtog, will- 
ritectf (and iti^ expect^ no 6fiier) a pafierit liifli Af 
i*Wm ah MiSgitoiiotf Si Kfe c^«to * 

Far fi^^ ihfet^^ fbto thes^ afe inffHsIM fo' 

oar etfi^e : a6d tllt^fore fai^ greiettet ittteoftibfr isf it- 

B 3 4 quired 
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quiffedin the support of them. So that no honest 
Churchman will be Uightly drawn ^^vay by foreiga 
studies^ when seen, foif whet they are. He.ipay bei 
accidentally deluded, when they wear: the faqe of 
i:elation to his own. Thua ChurOh-bistpry omkiog 
an important part of our theojogjc studiejs, the Jnfir^ 
^mrian^ who delights to solace hiinself in t^e be* 
nighted day$ of Monkish owl-light, sometimes pa$se». 
for the Divine. But while he flies from the snbiune 
knowfedge of modern time^^ and, yet never goeSi 
back far enough to seize the pqve and simple truths 
of primitive Christianity, he soon betrays his adul- 
terate s{>ecies. 

But what will be of more force ftan. all, to hold 
you. attached to the p^per studies of your profes-, 
sion, is to keep in mind those. sacred engE^eui^t& 
which yow so solemnly . Qantracied with Heaven, 
wheA you first entered on your ministry, to devott, 
youne^e^: entirely to, the service of Reli^n, And 
^uriely you can uever think tbpt tl?is service may bc^ 
Actually discharged without the succours of such 
paits of kutnan wysdovi as are most, fitted to enlarges 
^|8 underst0.p()ing, and to enpich the mind with the 
Ijnow ledgQ of the Divine Nature, and of its own. 
* XHere .PQv^r was an age of the Chuirch, when 
tl|ia learned^ apparatus was no^ necessary to th^. 
wc^k (^ tl^ ministry; for ly) age hath been exempt 
fjofli the .fo% or impiety of , perverse opinions.; 
5om©;I>ave hpd more n^ of this shmiog pianoply 
than others ; but noQj& ever wanted it so much, an4f 
wasy at the ^ame ;time, so ill supplied as the present 

BiaoTBY;^ aypERsxixipN, and fanaticisms^ 

have* 
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have, iaievery age^ corrupted thejnte^ty^ sttanied: 
the purity, and dishonoured the sobriety jof the 
Gospel ; so that there was always full emi^yment. 
for humflb wisdom and scie»ce to support the truth, 
and dignity of 'our holy Reli^n, ^Qt; in these. 
miseraUe times, learning ixsELi^^hath bc^sn ni£(de 
to apostatize^ atid to bear arms. agaioat its owning; 
terests. For ^e famticism, hithierto cpateot .tO; 
pollute THEOLOGY, hath BOW taken a wider r^nge^, 
and ostentatiously attempted to driiw over bojth: 
:phiijosophy and criticjusm (the ^p^cifip i^m^ies 
of her disorders) to her party^ So. that. now w^; 
have not only, as of old, a faoatic theology amongst 
our field-preachers, but a fimatic species of phir. 
losopby excogitated by Mr. Law, and a fanatic, 
spepies of criticism, under the control of Mr. 
Hutchinson. . . 

Besides these enemies of our reason, we have; 
likewise upon our hands the common, enemy of ourf 
HOPES ; who, from every quarter, and under various, 
names, makes bands apart to assauUith^ Ordinances 
of Heaven; such as the Freethinker, who attack^; 
Revelation obliquely, under the cover of scepticism ;. 
such as Ae Dcwr, who defies it openly with thci 
blunted arms of overworn sophistry ; and such as the 
Naturalist J who would involve all in one coaimon 
ruin, by his blasphemies against the moral Govern* 
ment of God. 

From what fatal concurrence of circumstances 
these principles came to infect the body of the ctHu- 
mon people (principles, till of late, confined to. a. 
few Particulars, perverted by a bad phihsophy^ and) 
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siM fatdfOf ^(xffmp^ by w&rs6 mofais\ bow tiii% 
I tiijf c£lftfe itb6uf^ it » not my ^^posc M cK»|>laiiir 
t«r ym h Mb ^dcei I \m^e tsMMij seid dno^ 
tf(«W it^ ba Mlf^ 6kr€ft0Hms. it 16 saffidnA (hat 
Ad ^XfWH«IM>e infomis y6ii Of tbe feet 

Now «li6<l^ tiafitshUmable world might siippevt- 
itMlf fyr a titifiCV cfti Pfifid^lesd whicby frdtti their 
ik^dlQr ctnd b61do^, ftittcnr it» vamfy, arid kee^p it 
eli^y iifi kli Vk^ ;* yM the oofUmdn people cookl never 
rtlf^ long whliout It teUgmi Of some sort of otMnv 
Hi&im *cm» netir ev^sfy and fresh enployment for 
ther Mknister^ erf the Gmpi^^ 

A R^^dfM (^ w<j sfty) th« Pda[4e, however de^ 
bau<ehM Of ffiidledy iMlc^ sdWfliFy's havef, tfaoogh it be 
dtily to^ s#e^r Or to cheaj by^ A fetbm to tbalt ra^ 
tiOrial and e^tttbli^hM system, wliicbth^ had so 
Wantonly cast aside, is never to be expeeted^ after 
httvitig tfbud^ the exorcise of that resso^i whicl^ first 
brought them to 6ifnbra<^^ mi which (till that abusd) 
had kept thstri lAeadily attached to it. Their pas- 
iriotis OOiir gOv6Hied^ unddr the kadkig of supersti- 
turn ^Mfatlatiliisfn : and as edcb man's temperatOfe 
dialed hkA to lidtori to the one oi* the otfafer Of 
^fee Serdi]if6eFS, thefe were emissarii^s at. hand to 
tBkh adva^feifd of the prevailmg infinntt^.-^Of 
theif jftt^fefitkioti, the iMefa%ible Agents of Romtf 
secretly availed theitisfelves : and the £ield-|)re&ch^» 
ppenly set fire to their fanaticism. 
' Gfeat ekies, where only a trite jiic^iiient of (he 
general beM of a peopte can be made, are at pie* 
said; Ml of compkibti of the vaM; namben^ dtaly se* 
dtraed td P6pefy and M61ih«Hsm. 

Tp 
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iTo mt&6 itead^ therfefore, agelmst ttiis toifait of 
evil6, tbe (nost improved ttl^lkiesi aoid tkiti idost tin« 
weAfied diUgehce^ are bjit jiittf edfileient. We have ^ 
now) to ^eA yfhh &k6 aofbisws of Infidelity, iJM 
alitherity of Pia|>i0bfy5ft^ tbfe jar|OD of Metbodbm. 
And though bad lo^c may ask much dexterity to . 
uiffdvel; «ftd old (>re8Cfq>kion oftay reqmre. nM& 
erudition to expose its rotten groiirids) yelffptiitual 
gibberishes s^l better intrfenehedi and harder to faci . 
approatiiled^ for its baying j^o weak: side of eomoKitt. 
jsense; . ♦, • . •/:'.• .!.: •• 'j ,• ^ . :, ^ 

^r-'^-^^eealdtrat tm£fke> tutits. 
Tfae$e iriotive^, to minds like yours^ lArQi^ I am : 
sur^ ^¥0 redoubled vigbur to your. studies. I \^isil r 
I.e^uki honestly encQiirage yoti by and&er ; .t?hi& . 
only sutb niinds deserrevtb have objected to tfaeihi ^ 
and whkh baser natures thiilk of more woftb tkaii ( 
all 1^ ie^\ I m^n, the rettdrd^ aitindant upon i 
letters. : All States have indted; provided for them i . i 
But statesmibn of all titnes haire fobnd it neoessary 
to divert Uiis sinking fund) more or less^ firooa its 
pfoper designation^ to thl^ii* own tempbiiary ooea-^ x 
siortSi Therd S^ b«t one season in which ibeflfc 
in our profession betu^s a priee ib the publid ifaarkef ; * 
and that, n^ good mdn wolild wi^ to see rdtura ; 
I.tneauy on« of those stc^e r^^lutkmS^ when, for 
the saJtei or on pretence of jbiBERTY civil a&d te- 
li^Dud, bodi the Grown tdkd thb Constitutibn ato 
put ia be&rd; Th(ln, kkdeedj ad in a time of eotn^ 
mon di(nger$ ib» ptople grofi" lierious'; tUajf % 
to the altars^ and tttk^ nsiuge under the wingi of 
the ablest and most approved dispensers of thi 

established 
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established iaith ; who noiir, become of civil use to 
prop a shaken throne, are brought f^^H-ward feven by ' 
ministers of state. At all other times, these rewards, 
although provirfed by every political Institution, are 
yet rarely dispensed in the administraiion of any of 
tbem. 

Let us expect then nothing from Learning, but 
what leambg itself is able to bestow : Hmt serei^e 
pleasure which accompanies the progress, and that 
happiness which crowns the end, of our labours. 
For though, like all other, even the best of human 
pursuits, the fii*st advances may be attended with 
anxiety and pain ; yet, unlike all other, the ddight 
which flows from increasing knowledge, through the 
hMt of inv^tigating tkuth, is as pure and undis- 
turbed as it is warm and rapturous. In all other 
rational pursuits, the pleasure arises from the end ; 
the means being still accompanied with disgust : 
here it springs alike both from the end and means 
and, as in the advancing work of Creation, where 
^txM/ accompanied every step of the progress, the 
hAauTy and therestjrom labour^ were equdilyblessed. 
All pleasure comes from, and results into, our in- • 
tellectual feelings. Many species of it are conveyed 
through perverse, many through corrupted channels. 
But the irradiating influx of sacred truth comes di- 
rectiy from its source ; and is received by the chaste 
and enlightened mind with holy raptures, as in its 
native sanctuary. In a word, the state of growing 
knowledge is, to the Sage earned up in divine and 
iboral speculations, no other than a state of hap* 
piness. . - / 

.... Such 
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Such Bxe the powerful and alluring motives to 
proceed in the proper leamiirg of your profession. 
But^ without some advices to direct your course, 
the laying, these exhortations befpre you would do 
me but little credit^ and produce as slender benefit 

. to yourselves. 

I shall proceed therefore, as my leisure may,' en- 

, able me, and your attention give me encouragement, 
to hazard my further thoughts on this important 
subject. Much experience, and not a little reflec^ 

' tion, may have rendered me not totally unqualified 

' for this undertaking. And, ' proper Directions 
FOR TH£ STUDY OF Theology, is, lu the present 
state of tilings^ I will suppose^ ho less necessary 

. than difficult. 

The usual lime you sojourn in the Univer* 
siTiEsis very laudably employed in the prosecution 

. of such studies as are to fit you for your Degrees. 
Some of these are foreign to the learning of your 
profisssion ; others but remotely relative to it So 
that, what between the increasing expences of the 
age^ rather than of the place, and the daily wants 
of a firiesh supply for liie Ministry, the greater part 
of you are turned out into the world before those 

.incomparable Establishments have put the last hand 
to your education, and led you through the more 
sacred parts of the Temple of Wisdom. 

It is true, you no sooner st^p into the world than 
you have your wants abundantly supplied. Instrud- 
tors crowd in upon you from all quarters. And, just 

. as on Man Ventrance into life, in the famed table of 
Cebes, every false spedes of happiness presents itself 

bcfori 
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he&m him, eachstri ving who sheji] 6nt gst: possebsioii 
of the neiv comer ; so, oayour entry oa tfaeministiy, 
tvistry phaBtom of h\ae science, raised up ^t the 
resistless call of the Sages in St. Paul's Cbufcb* 
yard, open wide their hospitable avms, to r^ceiv^ 
you to their daily, their weekly, and their moiithly 
lectures. What shining collections o£ polite litera- 
tune ! Wiiat weig^y yoiumes of profound ^critidsm, 
bam crotvBfid their generous labouts ! But in Scnip- 
iurai abundance^ their unsparing bounty chiefly dis- 
plays itself: Commentaries, Histories, and eveti 
Dictionaidesof the (ioLT Bible, keep rolling down 
upaa you, from the same perennial source. While 
the smaller Divinity, li^theJUes and ike of Egypt 
from the dust of the land, meets you 4n yourdisb^ 
and lies hid in ail you t^asteand fasuidle. The artful 
disguise, tpo, is no less tftking than the plenty. And, 
as fljiminuas's Host of Chalcis entertained hb Guest 
v]t|i a miagnificent variety of viwds, and all £rom 
&e hogrfitie, so ti^e whole of this delicious cookery 
comes from p& 4vty a plaice, I mean, a fiooksdler's 
Garret, 

WUle you retain any tincture of ^t^at noble learn- 
iiig TV ith tfhidi you were imbued^ in those puns Foua- 
laiosiaf Sfiienea, which yon lefi too soon, you will be 
in OD ddnf^r &om thpdelusions of these eaiserabif iai<- 
postors> ex 0{irAevo/xeW T%fimxrSp dfAotiaf, a^ Origea 
i^antly expresses it, wheiiehe i^aracterizes cectaia 
^se Teachers of the same stamp. In thb temper* 
you wSl be prepared &r, ai^d indeed wor&y of^ 
better inMruction. Whether my medioerity shall 
he able to^JBspart if:, must be lel^ to lmfi» and lo 

your 
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your use of it, to determine. Till then, you need 
not blush to recollect and bear in mind what you 
once learnt at School, 

*' Virtus est ViTiuM fugere, etsaj^entla prima 

^* StULTITIA CARtJISSE/'— ^;^ — 



iSXJDi OF THE NINTH VOLUME. 
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